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I thought lOD for to tourh rtlw 
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Albeit I Kirknc<is liave tnd pnin. 
Anil lonj: h&ve liul, ynt voald I liuB 
Do mjr mitul'i b»t %ai\ b«ille«^ 
Thni ia Mme part, oo lu I gun% 
Till gentle mind uaj iwiuliiud. 
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The following synoptical view of the plan and contents 
of The Friend may prove useful to those who read tho 
work for tho first time in the present edition. 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION. 
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I. Desi^ of the work. 

II. Ditto oontinue<l : necessity of attention and 
though t, and distinction betwecli them. 

III. Style : author's hopes aud expectations. 

IV. I>efence against chai^gos of arrogance and pre- 
sumption. 

V. Inexpediency of pious frauds : iodifreronee of 

truth and fMlMliood denied : objection from 

the impossibility of conreying an adequate 

notion answered. 

YL Conditions, under which right, though inado* 

quate, notions may be taught. 
VII. i Application of those conditions to public* 
VI I L < ations by the press ; — 1. as between an 
IX. ( indiridual and his own conscience. 
X. Ditto. — 2. as between the publisher and tho 

state : free press. 
XL Law of libel : its anomalies and peculiar 

difficulties. 
XII. Despotism and iuAecurity without a free press : 
Charlemagne and Buonaparte. 
XIIL Only solution of the difficulties of the law of 
libel compatible with a free press : toleration 
and tolerance. 

XIV. Clearness of conceptions in the nndemtanding 
essential to purity in the wiU : duty <^ 
communicating knowledge. 
XV. Bight use of metaphysio reasoning : principles 
founded in reason the sole root of prudence : 
distinctiTO powers of the human mind. 

XVL Supremacy of the reason : power given by 
acting on principle : falsehood and un wor- 
thiness of modem prinoiplei ia tasti^ 
morali^ and religion. 
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♦ Friend ! were an author privileged to name his 
01 judge, — in addition to moral and intellectual com- 
tence I should look round for some man, whose know- 
\gc and opinions had for the greater part been acquired 
c'xperimcntalljr ; and the practical habits of whose life 
*'ad put him on his guard with respect to all speculative 
*asoniDgy without rendering him insensible to the de- 
*^blcness of principles more secure than the shilling 
ilcH nnd theories generalised from observations merely 
empirical, or unconscious in how many de^iartments of 
knowledge, and with liow large a portion even of pro- 
fessional men, such principles are still a dcsidcratton, I 
would select, too, one who felt kindly, nay, even partially, 
toward me ; but one whose partiality had its strongest 
foundations in hope, and more prospective than retro- 
spective would make him quick-sighted in the detection, 
and unreserved in the exposure, of the deficiencies and 
defects of each present work, in the anticipation of a 
more developed future. In you, honoured ^end ! I have 
found all these rec^uisitcs combined and realized: and 
the improvement^ which these essays have derived from 
your judgment and judicious suggestions, would, of 
itocl^ have justified me in accompanying them with a 

1 • DedkftUoii to tbe icooimI •ditioiL— Ji2. 




) acknnwicdgmeat of the Ratne> But ksowiog^ tt 
joa aaaioi bat know, that I mra ia grmt nwann Qio j 

X of having written at all to j-oitr medical ddll, ud 
to the cluu^ictcristic good ecdm nliicb dinoted itsuo^. 
tiim in my bchalfi mid whatever I iMf luiTa writtOB IftO 
happier vein to tlio inHucnco of year aodetT' ukl to the 
daily [troofs of your disinterested altu^tnwnt; — knowing,! 
too, in how entire a Kynipathy witli yo&r feolingi in thii 
leapect tiiQ partner of yonr namo has Uended the aflto->. 
-tionatA rcganls of a sister or daughter viUt almoit ft' 
mothci's watchfiil and unwcnricd eolidtada alike fir n^i 
health, interest, and tranqaillity i— yod will not, I tnuttj 
bo pained, — jaa ought not, I am airek to 1ie lupriiad— i 
thit ' \i 
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NOTICE. 






" Tub Friexd," since it was remodelled by the Author, 
has hitherto api)eared in three volumes. It is now oficrcd 
to the public in two volumes, with a corresponding 
eduction of price. It has thus become necessary to 
change the numbering of the Essays, wliicli is now 
carried on uninterruptedly from first to last. Tlie old 
uumbers are however retained [in the Index] for con- 
venience of reference. The present Editor is indebted 
u) a friend for a careful examination of the text, which 
)ias been comi)ared, in all cases of doubt, with a copy in 
the possession of the Editor revised by the Author*s 
own hand. A few typograpliical errors of some import- 
ance have been corrected, but no other alterations have 
been made. I 

Tlie lessons contained in tliis work will be found, it 
is believed, not less applicable to Uie present than to 
any preceding time. 

DERWENT COLERIDGE. 

8t. Mark*b Collkob, Cublbbjl 
Ocltkr, 1863. 
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ADVEHTISEMEin' TO TITIBD EDITIOir. 



TiiE pmwnt edition of The FrikiD compriMi all tho 
CoTTcctioitfi, and tnoit of tho n»tc«, fouDd in the aatbor^ , 
iumdwriting in an intorlcavvd tto]y of the work, be* . 
ijncatiicd liy liim to his duu}.'hu>r>ii»>UT. The Editor 
liu roviscd tlio text with a» much van w oinniinEtanoes 
would |>(.-niiil, and has adilud a jtruljiainaiy sketch of tlie 
I'lan and dvtnils of the whole, with nn appendix, eontnio* 
in;; scvtml ]in»<Mi^H, jiartii of tlic wjittercd cswifH origi- 
nally puliliKhcd in 1W''.», and omitteil in the rccust of the 
ffork in 1818, but which seem worthy of Kcjanite preser- 
ration. It itt camcKlly huiicd that what has thus been 
dune may (iirtlicr tho more i^ieral ueccptanuc of a work, 
wliifli, wiUi all its imperfcctioiiK, in, jwrhapF, tlic most 
vigorous of ilr. Colcrid^tc's com))osition8 ; and whieli, if 
it had contained nnthin;; but the CMays, in the first 
Tolumc, on tlie duty and conditions of comnmnicating 
truth, nnd thoiso in the third, oa tlio prineiiilcs of 
scientific method, with the reconcilcoient of the Platonic 
and Baconian proceeeics of inve)tti<,'ation, would still, as 
the Editor conctivex, have conKlituted one of the most 
ai<pial benefits conferral in this ago on tho cause of 
morals and sound philosophy. 

LntoDUf's IxH. 

llfA Sfftmkr, 1S37. 



r 

1 



OBJECT AXD PLiVN OF THE WORK. 






TiiG Friend consists of a methodical scries of essays, 
3 .' , . the principal pnq)06c of which is to assist the mind in 
; the formation for itself of sound, and theivforc perma- 
nent and imiversal, principles in rcj^ard to the investij^- 
tion, ]Xirception, and retention of truth, in what direction 
soever it may be pursued ; but pre-eminently with refer- 
. encc to the tlirce great relations in which we are placed 
in Uiis woriil, — as citizens to the state, as men to our 
aeighbours, and as creatures to our Creator, — in other 
I '^ words, to politics^ to morals, and to rcliijion. The 
« autlior does not exliibit any perfect scheme of acti<»n or 
* 8}'stem of belief in any one of these relations ; and that 
: ho has not done so, nor meant to do so, are i)oints which 
must be borne in mind by every reader who would 
• 1 understand and fairly a|iprcciate the work. For its 
j . scopo is to prepare and discipline the 8tudcnt*s moral 
' and intellectual being, — not to propound dogmas or 
theories for his ado^ition. Tlie book is not the plan of a 
pf«lace« but a manual of the rules of architecture. It is a 
I vpovoidcv/M, — something to set the mind in a state of 
* pure recipiency for the specific truths of philosophy, ^d 
to arm its faculties with power to recognise and endure 
their presence. 
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til OBJECT ASD Flu\S OF TIIK 1 

In pDrsuing, however, lliiit mnin in 
bu csamined with moro or less minutoM 
color K}-«tcms and ccmIcn of ojiiiiion Iviag fai 
in Ktnting Ihc grounds of his rcjectioB Of 
entire or panial iflinigsinn of others >jt Umb, 
cITcct expressed his own eunvictions upon Mmm 
moKt iiiiportflTit r]i]cntionR yet diKiiutad in monl 
{olitiral pliiloKOidiy. But it in not m muak to Mf 
ooncluxinn ko cxjireMcd tliiLt the rciuldi'a »tt«i t ion < 
to bo invited, as to the reasoning fuundod od |rii 
of anivon>al aiiiilicntion, by whieh ^och oondsrim -^ 
Iwen cTolvcil , — the primmy and i>rcvailiitg aim Uiroagb> 
out tlie worii hcioff, an well under tl»e forms of criticism, 
bic^raphf , local description, or personal anecdote, as of 
direct moral, itolitical, or metaphysical disquisition, to 
iaj down and illuHtratc certain fundnmcnUd distinctions 
and rules of intellectual action, which, if well grounded 
and thorooghly taken np and appropriated, will girc to 
ci'ciy one tho power of working out, under any circum- 
stances, the conclusions of truth for himself. The game 
ftora time to time stArtcd and run down may be rich and 
carious; but etill at the end of tho day it is tho chase 
itself, the quickened eye, tlio lengthened breath, the 
firmer nerve, that must ever bo tho huntsman's best 
reward. 

The Friend in divided into two main seetions ; tho 
fir^ comprising a digeussion of tho principles of political 
Icoowlcdgc ; the second treating of the grounds of morals 
and religion, and revealing tlio sysUstnatiG diadpline of 



OBJECT AXD PLAN OF THE WORK. 
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'>nind requisite for a tmo undcrstandiDg of the some. To 
L these is prefixed a general introduction^ for tlie greater 
^'-pQit devoted to a statement of the duty of communicat* 
ling the truth, and of the conditions under which it may 
. 1)0 communicated safely ; and Uiree several collections of 
. essays, in some degree miscellaneous, and called Landing* 
' Places — interposed in different places for amusement^ 
i retrospect^ and preparation— complete the work. 
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XTU 



Emaj 

( VII. [III.] 



Political 

Refunn. 

E«tt78 VIL^ 

IX. pp. 252— 

293. 
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Law. 
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XIV. pp. 294— 

855. 
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X. [VI.] 



Principles of 
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duct 
Vol. II. 
Essay XV. 
pp. 1—16. 
True lore of 

liberty. 
Essay XVI. 
pp. 17—81. 



Vulgar eiTon respecting taxes and tax* 
ation : true principles : national debt. 

Classes of political reforaen: electivt 
franchise. 

Catechism preparatory to examination of 
the principles of the English Qovem* 
mcnt : letter of Decatur^s, .ind anec- 
dotes Ulu»tnitive of principles. 

BeTicw of circumstances which led to 
the peace of Amiens, and reeoa- 
mcnccment of the war, especially with 
regard to the oocujiation of >Ialta,^- 
introdnctory to, and as commentary 
on, the subject of international law. 

f Inter]>^Ked in vindication of freedom 

I of thought, and of theduty of search- 

^ ing out, and abiding by, the truth : 

j renxon and faith : extracts from 

I Taylor and Bedell. 

Law of nations : cosmopolitism and 
nationality. 

Law of nations continued : modem po- 
litical economy : balance of European 
power : allegoric fiible on the (teiiure of 
the Danish fleet : defence of the prin- 
v> eiple. 

XV. [XI.] Doctrine of general consequences as the 
best criterion of the right or wrong of 
particular actions not tenable in 
reason, or safe in practice. 



XVL [XIL] Addreu deUrered at Bristol in 1795. 
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Essay L 
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ESSAY L 

CmU MiA/, noil est pamt Jiduria^ polUcrri 9)>em dtctrfamt^HM^ 
cnntilivm tiubiiit^ lume» etrcM* $pfm dtjtctU^ rtfritfcrimm futiB, 
M>tQna qnifiem hire SHHt, »i jiattt ; /Mrra, W ytroMiV'aai/Mr. Venun 
ty*» noH htm aliis legtm jumnm^ q^mm Itrjtm wbU wecr proprki 
hteitfis cxponam ; quam qui prttbarerU, tentat ; cni won p/acmerU^ 
ahjieifU. Oftiartm^ fatew, fafU emt^ qui prodeste pattern qumm 
j^ftuimit, — FcTEARcn. JDe vita tolitaria,* 

Ik'ltcvc me, it rcquim no little eoniidonce, to )>p^mi!<e help to the 
■trap:;lin:;, counsel to the douhtful, ll^lit to the Mind, ho|ie to the 
deNiK>iideut, rcfreithnifnt to the W(.-:ir7. These are indeed great tUinps * 

if they Ik; ucconipluihed ; triflcw if they exi'^t hut in a proniix*. I, how- 
crer, aim not so much to jiri'scnbe a L-iv for others i^*« to set forth the ' 

hiw of my o^-n mind ; which let the nuin, who bhull have ai>pn)vcd of 
it, ahide hy ; and let him, to whom it i*\u\\\ apjienr not reiisonaUe, 
reject it. It U my earnest wiKh, I eonfesK, to employ my nnderMtind- 
ing and acquirement* in tliat mode and direction, in which I may b« ! 

en;ihled to benefit the largest number iiossible of my fellow-ctvatures. 

AxTECKDKXTLY to nil liistoiy, and Ion*:: plimmcrinjf 
tlircKigh it ns a lioly tradition, there presents iisolf to 
our iiuajrination an indefinite jxiriod, dateless as eternity ; 
a state rather than a time. For even the sense of sncces* 
sion is lost in the unifonnitv of the stream. 

It was toward the close of this ^Iden age (the memory 
of which the self-dissatisfied race of men have every- 
where preserved and cherished) when conscience acted in 

* LiK I. traet. it. e. 4. Some chusoi in the original are omitted, 
and one or two chauges of words have been made, by the Author, in 
this quutatioii. — £dm 

TOL. L . B 
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man with the cano and uniformity of instinct ; when 
labour was a sweet name for the activity of sane minda 
in healthful bodies, and all enjoyed in common the 
bounteous hanrest produced, and gathered in, by (X)mmon 
eiTort; when there existed in the sexes, and in the 
individuals of each sex, just variety enough to ^Kimit and 
call forth tlie gentle restlessness and final union of chaste 
love and individual attachment, each seeking and finding 
tiie beloved one by the natural affinity of their beings ; 
when the dread Sovereign of the universe was known only 
as tlie universal parent, no altar but the pure heart, and 
thanksgiving and grateful love the sole sacrifice. 

In this blest age of dignified innocence one of their 
honoured elders, whose almence they were beginning to 
notice, entered with hurr3'ing stejis the place of their 
common nsscniblagc nt iio^m, and iustnntly attract<id the 
general attention and wonder by the iX)ilurbation of his 
gestures, and by a strange trouble both in liis eyes and 
over his whole countenance. After a sliort but deep 
silence, wlien tlie first buzz of varicil inquiry was 1)C- 
coniing audible, the old innn moved townnl a small 
eminence, and having ascended it, he thus addressed the 
hushed and listening comimny : — 

" In the warmth of the approaching mid-day, as I was 
rc|)osing in the vast cavern, out of which, from its 
northern i)ortal, issues the river tlmt winds through 
our vale, a voice i)owerful, yet not. from it^i loudness, 
suddenly hailed me. Guided by my ear I looked toward 
the sup|)oscd place of the sound for some fonn, from 
which it had proceeded. I iKiheld nothing but the 
glimmering walls of the caveni. Again, as I was 
turning round, the same voice hailed me : and whither- 
soever I turned my face, thence did the voice seem to 
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l)rocccil. I stood still therefore, and in reverence awaited 
its cx)utiiaiation. * ►Sojourner of earth I ' (these were it« 
wonls) * haiiten to the meeting of thy brethn^n, and the 
words which thou now hearest, the same do thou re])eat 
unto them. On the thirtieth mom from the morrow's 
sun-rising, and during the sjxice of thrice three days and 
thrice three nights, a thick cloud will cover the sky, and 
a hcavv rain fall on the wirth. Go ve therefore, ere the 
tliirtieth sun arise, retreat to the cavern of the river and 
there abide, till the clouds have |)sussed away and the 
rain ho over and gone. For know ye of a certainty that 
whomever that niin wetteth, on him, yea, on him and on 
his childrcn's childixm will fall — the spirit of madness.' 
Yes ! madness was the wonl of the voice ; what this be, 
I know not I But at the sound of the wuixl trembling 
came \\\xm me, and a feeling which I would not have 
had ; and I remained even as ye beheld and now behold 
me." 

The old man ended, and reiianl. Confused murmurs 
succcedeil, and wonder, and doubt. Day fulluweil day, 
and ever}' day brought with it a diminution of the awe 
inipress<.»d. They could attach no image, no rcmeml»ercd 
senssitious, to the thixjat. The ominous mom anived, 
the projihet had retired to the ap^Kjinted cavern, and 
there remainetl alone during the apiH»inted time. On 
the tenth morning, he emerged from his place of shelter, 
and sought his friends and brethren. Mut alas I how 
airrightfiU the change I Instead of the common childivn 
of one ga'at family, working towanls the same aim by 
reason, even as the bees in their hives bv instinct, he 
lo(»ked and beheld, here a miserable WTetch watching 
over a heap of hard and innutritions small substances, 
which he had dugout of the eanli, at the cost of mangled 
limbs and exhausted faculties. This he ap^ieaivd to 
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vorKhip, itt tliiii lie garAtii, even ait tlio yoDQu (rf the Tsle 
hail twen ntcui'tomcd to pizc nt tlioir dKMen Tiij^in 
Uic firet Kituin or thuir [Amco. "Yhen he nv ft haaei 
comiiniiinn Kinvditi;; nn nnil |inntm<,' sftor a l»ititei4]r, 
or ft withered kaf whuting onwonl in tiw Iveeie i and 
■DoUierwith pale aad diatortcd conntonanoo folknring 
doM behind, and rtiU ativtcliing forth ft dagger to itab 
his procnnor in the bock. In another phico ho obscrrcd 
ft whole troop of hu feUow-mcn &miihod and in fetben, 
yefhAhf ODO of their brethren who had onilaTod thom, 
■od preasing ihrionalr onwards in the bopo of fiunish- 
ing and ouUring another troop moring in on oppoeite 
direction. For the iint time, the pn^iot misBed hia 
aocnstomed power of diatingnishing between bis dreams 
and his waking pcrcqitionB. Ho stood gnxing and 
-motionlcw, when wvcml of the mco gathered nronnd 
him, ami inrjnircd of cndi otlicr, A^1lo is tliiit man ? how 
stranncly lie looks I liow wild ! — a worthlcKs idler I 
exclaims one : nfwiiivdty, a vci^' dangerous mndmnn ! 
cricH a nccontl. In Bhort, from words they jiroceedcd to 
violence; till haniRHcd, citdimgcml, eolitiiry in a world 
of fonus like liiH own, without xjinjKithy, without object 
of love, lie at length CRpied in nonio foss or furrow a 
quantity nf the maddening nater utill nnGrn|>orate<l, and 
uttering tliu last wonls of reason, It la iv VMS TO be 
RiSr. IS A woiii.i> OF MABMKX, phmgud and rolle<l himself 
in the litjitid )ioirion, and cinnc out as mnd ns and not 
more wrctclie<l than, his nei;rliI)onrs and acquaintances. 

Tlic plan of Tlic Friend is conipriBcd in tbo motto of 
this CKftny, Tlii« t^dc or allegoi^- sccmx to mc to contain 
tlic objections to its pi-ncLiealillity in all their strength. 
Either, my» the sceptic, you arc the blind offering to lead 
the blind, or j'ou arc talking the language of sight to 
those who do not possess the sense of teeing. If yon mean 
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to be read, try to entertain and do not pretend to instruct. | 
To such (objections it would be amply sufficient, on my 
system of faith, to answer, that we arc not all blind* but 
all subject to distemjiers of the mental si^ht, differing in 
kind a?id in dc<cree ; that thougl; all men arc in cntHT, 
they are not all in tlie same error, nor at tlie same time ; 
and that each thca»foR» may jwssibly heal the other, 
even as two or moi-e physiciams all diseased in their 
irenenil liealth, yet under the immediate action of tlie 
disease on diflerent davs mav remove or alleviate the 
complaints of each other. l>ut in ix^siK^ct to tlie enter- 
tain in jrness of moral >\Titinjrs, if in entertainment bo 
included whatever delights the imagination or affcnrts tlic 
generous passions, so far fix)m rejecting such a mean of 
IKjrsuading the human soul, my veiy system comix^ls 
me to defend not only the ])ropricty, but the abs4)luto 
necessity, of adopting it, if we ivally intend to render our 
fellow<'reatures better or wiser. 

But it is with dulncss as with obscurity. It may l)c 
ix)sitive, and the author's fault ; but it may likewise be 
relative, and if the author has presented his bill of fare 
at the i>oital, the reader has himself only to blame. The 
main question then is, of what class arc the ixjrsons to be 
entertained ? — " One of the lat<ir school of the Grecians " 
(sjiys Ijonl fticon) "examineth the matter, and is at a 
stand to think what should be in it that men should love 
lies, where neither they make for pleasure, as with poets ; 
nor for advantage, as with the merchant ; but for the lie's 
Siike. But I cannot tell : this same truth is a naked and 
ojKin day-light, that doth not shew the mas<|ucs and 
nuirameries and triumjihs of the world half so stately and 
daintily, as candle-lights. Truth may perhajw come to 
the price of a i>earl, that sheweth l>est by day ; but it will 
not rise to the price of a diamond or carbuncle, that 
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shewcth bcRt in mricd lights. A mixtnre of a lie doth 
CTcr add iilcaimrc Doth any man donbt^ that if there 

^ were taken fix>m mcn*8 mindfs, vain opinions, flattcrinpc 

hopes, fhlso ralaationsi imaginations as one wonld, and 
tlie like^ bnt it ivonld leave the minds of a number of 

) mem, poor dimnkcn thingis AiU of melancholy and indis- 

position, and nnpleasing to thcmsclyes ? " * 

A mclanclioly, a too general, but not^ I trust, a nni- 
Tcnal tmth ! — and even where it docs apply, yet in 
many instances not irremediable. Such at least must 
have been my pcrsnnsion : or the ivrescnt rolnmes mnst 
hare been wittingly written to no pnrpose. If I be- 

( lievcd onr nature fettered to all tliis wretchedness of 

head and heart by an absolute and innate necessity, at 
least by a necessity which no human ix)wer, no eflbrts of 
reason or eloc^ncnce, could remove or lessen ; I should 
deem it even presumptuous to aim nt other or liighcr 
object tlinn that of amusing a smnll i)ortiun of the 
reading jmblic. 

And why not ? wliis^Kirs worldly pnuleucc. To amuse, 
though only to amuse, our visitun* is wisdom as well as 
g(KMl-naturc, where it is presumption to attempt their 
amendment. And tnilv it would be most convenient to 
mc in respects of no trifling imiKirtance, if I could i)cr- 
suade myself to take the advice. Releascil by these 
principles from all moral obligation, and ambitious of 
procuring i>astimc and self-oblivion for a race, which 
could have nothing noble to remember, nothing desirable 
to anticipate, I might asjnrc even to the praise of the 
critics and dihUaiiti of the higher circles of society ; of 
some trusty guide of blind fashion ; some pleasant 
analyst of taste, as it exists both in the palate and the 

* EiHays. I. Of Truth.— £t/. 
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soul ; some livinpr pingc and mctc-i^'and of past and 
present ^*nius. But alas ! my former studies would still 
liavc left; a M*rong bias I If instead of perplexing my 
common sense with the flights of Plato, and of stiiTening 
over the meditations of tlie imix^rial Stoic, I had been 
lalNmring to imbibe the gay spirit of a Casti, or had 
employe<l my erudition, for the benefit of the favoured 
few, in elucidating the interesting deformities of ancient 
Greece and India, what might I not have hoiked from the 
sufliT.gu of those, who turn in weaiiness from the Paradise 
Ix>st, because comiKircd with the prurient heroes and 
gnitcs(|ue monsters of Italian romance, or even with the 
nan*ntive dialogues of the melodious liletastasio, tliat 
advent iux)us song, 

Wliich justifies tko irays of God to man, — 

ha<i l>ocn found a iX)or substituie for a Grimaldi, a most ' 

ina]»t medicine for an occasional [>roiK;nsity to yawn ! ! 

For, as hath lKH:n dccideil, to till uj) plcaKUitly the brief 
iutcnals of fashionable pleasures, and above all to charm j 

away the dusky gnome of eiuiut\ is the chief and appro- I i 

]»riate business of the \xHit and — the novelist I lliis • | 

duty unfulfilled, Ai>ollo will have lavished his best gifts • 

in vain ; and Urania henceforth must be content to t 

inspire astronomers alone, and leave the sons of verse to 
more amusing imtronesses. And yet — and yet — but it 
will l)e time to be berious, when my visitors have sat 
doNvn. 
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Sie oportH ad ISbrum^ preicrtim miiccflanci t/enerU, lf*j€wlum 
leeedert kdortm^ ut mAet ad conririum eonriva cirilis, Coitriratar 
^nifitHr cmnpjiu tatiifacere: d tamai ft quid apponitur, quod hujut 
OK/ Ulim palato non rupondeai, el hi f el ilU ui'Cane disii mutant^ d 
9lia fercula jirobanf, tie quid cotUrutent conviratoran. Quit enim 
turn ennriratn ferat, qui tatUum hoe animo rcniat ad metuam, ut 
tarpen* qua apponuntur, nee reseat nr ipse, neetdiot renei tinat t Et 
tttmen hit quoque reperiat ineiviliove*, qni palam^ qui tine fine damneni 
ae lacerent oput^ quod nunquam lefjerint, Att hoe jAusquam tyco- 
pkantieum ett damnare qwKl mteiat, — Baissi us. 

A render nhnuld sit dorni to a l»ook, esj-ocially of tlio misccllaneouH 
kind, M a wrll-U'liavcd visitor d<x's to a l>.-inquct. The master of tbo 
foast exerts hiiiifilf to Mti^fv all iiis puchts ; but if after all lii.s caro 
and |<ainM there sliould still he H»mcthing or other jml on the tiMo 
that does not suit this or that ihtsou'?* taste, they iN»lit<,ly pass it ovc-r 
witliout noticin;; the circuinstancc, and coniinend other dislies, that 
they may not distress their kind host, or throw any damp on his 
Kpirit?*. For ^ho cuuld tolerate a ^'uest that accepted an invitation to 
your taMc with no other i»uri»oMe hut that of finding; fault with every 
thing put before hira, neither eatln;; hims<.-lf, nor Huffering other8 to 
eat iu comfoil. And yet you may fall in with a still worse set thau 
even these, with churls that in all corap;uiies and without «top or stay, 
will condemn and i»ull t^) ])iere3 a work which they have never read. 
But this sinks )>elow the basenei* of an informer, yea, thou;;h he were 
A fal.«c witness to U>ot I The man, who abuses n thing of which Itc in 
utterly ipiorant, unites the infamy of b<»th — and in addition to this, 
makes himself the pander and xycophaut of his own and other men^s 
e&rj and malignitj* 

TiiE musician may tunc liis instnnncnt in private, crc 
his audience liavc vet asseiuMed : the architect conceals 
tlie foundation of his building; l)cneath tlie sniK'i-stnicturc. 
But an author's liaqi must be tuned in the liearin^ of 
those, who arc to understand its after liannonies ; the 
foundation stones of his cditicc must lie o^xm to comtuow 
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view, or his friends will hesitate to trast thcmselTcs 
beneath the roof. 

From i^criodical literature the general reader deems 
himself entitled to cxixxrt amusement, and some degree 
of infonnation, and if the writer can convey any in- 
E^tmction at the same time and without demanding any 
additional thought (as the Irishman, in tlie hackneyed 
jc^t, is Kiid to have ]>asscd otf a light guinea between 
two gooil halfiwnce), this 8U))ercrogatory merit will not 
{terhaits l)e taken amiss. Now amiLsement in and for 
itself may be allbnlcd by the gratification either of the 
curiosity or of the pssions . I use the fonncr word m 
distinguished from the love of knowlcilge, and the latter 
in distinction from those emotions which arise in well- 
onleaKl minds, from the iwR'cption of truth or falsehood, 
virtue or vice :^-emotions, which are always preceded by 
.tlionght, and linked with improvement. Again, all in- 
f<tnnatiou pursued without any wish of l>cconung wiser 
or iKJtter thereby, I class among the gratifications of 
mere curiosity, whether it he souglit for in a ligiit novel 
or a grave history. We may therefore omit the word 
information, as included either in amusement or in« 
stn:ttion. 

llic present work is an exixiriment ; not whether a 
writer may honestly overlook the one, or successfully 
omit the other, of the two elements themselves which 
serious re<ider8 at least jKjrsuade themselves that they 
pursue ; but whether a change might not be hazarded 
of the usual onler, in which jieriodical writers have in 
general attempted to convey them. Having myself ex- 
perienced that no delight either in kind or degree is 
ecpial to that which accomimnies the distinct ixirccption 
of a fundamental truth, relative to our moral being ; 
hiiving, long after the completion of what is ordinarily 
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called a learned cdncation^ discorcrcd a new world of 
intcllcctnal profit opening on mo — ^noi from any new 
opinioniii but lying, as it were, at tho roots of ihone 
which I had been tanglit in childhood in my catechism ' 

* and spclling-book ; there arose a soothing hope in m; 
mind that a lesser public might be found, composed ol 
persons snsceptible of the same delight, and desirous d 
attaining it by the same process. I heard a whisper too 
fix>m within, (I trust that it proceeded from conscience, 
not vanity,) that a duty was ixnformod in tlie endeavour 
to render it as much easier to them, than it luid been 
to me, as could be effected by the united cflbrts of my 
understanding and imagination. 

Actuated by tliis impulse, tlie writer wislies, in the 
following essays, to convey not instruction merely, but 
fundamental instruction ; not so mndi to show the 
render tliis or that fact, as to kindle his own torch for 
him, and leave it to liimsclf to choose the iwrticular 
objects, which he miglit wish to examine by its liglit. 
Tlic Friend docs not indeed exclude from his plan occa- 
sional interludes, and vacations of innocent entertain- 
ment and promiscuous information, but still in the main 
4*' lie proiK>sc8 to binisclf the communication of such delight 
** .y \a8 rewards tho march of truth, rather than to collect the 
y^ flowers which diversify its track, in order to present 

them ai>Jirt from the homely, yet foodful or mcdicinable, 

' herbs, among which they had gro^vn, To ivfcr men's 
opinions to their absolute princii)les, and thence their 

I feelings to the appropriate objects, and in their due 
degrees ; and finally, to a])ply tlie principles thus ascer- 

' tained, to the formation of steadfast convictions concem- 

. ing the most imix>rtant questions of jwlitics, morality, 
and religion — ^these are to be the objects and the contents 
of Ills work. 
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Themes like these not even the genius of a Plato or a 

Bacon could render intelligible, ^rithout demanding from 

the reader thought sometimes, and attention gjcnerally. 

By tliouglit I here mean the vohmtary productioii in our 

o^Mi minds of those states of consciousness, to which, 

as to his fundamental facts, the ^^Titer has referred us : 

wliile attention has for its object the order and connection 

of thoughts and images, each of which is in itself ali-eady 

and familiarly kno^\'n. Thus the elements of geometry 

re<iuire attention only ; but the analysis of our primary 

\ faculties, and the investigation of all the absolute grounds 

of religion and morals, arc imiwssiblo without energies 

; of tliouglit in addition to the effort of attention. Tlie 

. Ricnd will not attempt to disguise from his rcjiders that 

both attention and thought are efforts, and tlic latter a 

'. most (lijlicult and laborious effort ; nor from himself, that 

to require it often or for any continuance of time, is 

\ incompatible with the njxturc of the present publication, 

; cTcn were it less incongnious than it unfortunately is 

^vith tlie present habits and pursuits of Englishmen. 

: Acc'ordingly I shall be on my guaixl to make the essays 

j as few as ])ossible, which would reciuire from a well- 

I educated reader any enei'gy of thought and. volmitaij* 

i abstraction. 

I But attention, I confess, will be requisite throughout, 

j cxccj^t in tlic excursive and miscellaneous essjiys that 

i "will be found inteq>oscd between each of tlie three main 

J divisious of tlic work. On whatever subject the mind 

feels a lively interest, attention, though always an effort, 

becomes a delightful eflbrt. I should be quite at ease, 

could I secure for the whole work as much of it, as a 

card party of earnest whist-players oflen exiKjnd in a 

single evening, or a lady in the making-up of a fashion- 

able dress. But where no interest previously exists. 
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atUriitioii (;i8 uvci^' whooliuiiski- kuow») caa bo procured 
only Jny Uiinict w]iii:li U Um tmo reason why tha 
; majority of mimldnd Icam nothing sjrstomatically, cxcopt 
u Khoolboj-g or aiq)rciitiGCs. 

I{a[)iiy Hliall I be, Arom other motircs besides those of 
■clf-intfiiust, if 00 fault or deficiency on my i>art shall 
prcTcnt the work from flirnisliing a prcsuniiitiTe proo^ 
that there are litiU to bo found among us a respectable 

\snmbcr of rcndcn who are dcsiruna to deriro ploosuro 
from the conscionsncss of being instmcted or meliorated : 
and who feci a nifiicient interest as to the foundations 
of tlieir owa ophiiona in litcratnret politics, morals, and 
leligiMi, to aObid that decree of attention, witliout vhich, 
howerer men may deceive thomselTtfl, no actual progress 
over was or crcr can bo made in that knowledge, which 
snpplics at once both strength and nourialimeat. 



ESSAY III. 

AXA* &t irapt^afiop r^r r4x^^ wapit, croO, rh wpwrw ficr tvOht 
OlBowTO^ vnh KOfurcurfidrmv, ircd ^fidrmw iwux^*^^* 
'Itrxi^aya ft^y trpwrurroi^ avt^r, ml t^ fidpot J^lXor, 
*ZwvK\ioit Kol vcptviCroir fca2 rcvrAioKri fUKpdtt 
XuKhv 8i8ovr ffrmfAvKtidrwif, awh $t0\imp, i,w' iiBHtf. 

Aexbtoph. Ranie, 039. 

IMITATION.* 

TTlicn I received the Mnsc from you, I found her puffed and ]vunpered, 

With pomponM aentenccn and tcTnin, a cnmlirous huge virago. 

Hy 6rst attention wa« n]>i>iied to make her look gentecUj, 

iiirl tiring her to a moderate bulk by dint of lighter diet, 

i fe<l her with plain honttehold plirase, and cool familiar aalail, 

1^'ith water«gniel cpiRodc, with sentimental jelly, 

With moral mioce-mcat : till at length I brought her within compass. 

I Faemb. 

I Ix tlic preceding essay I named the jircsent under- 
Kikin^' an cxjxjrimcnt. The exjilanjition will l)c fonnd in 
ilie f«>llowinj? letter, wintten to a corresiwndcnt durinjij 
tlio first attempt, and l)cfore the plan was discontinued 
h'om an oriirinal error in the mode of circulation. 



TO 



When I first imdertook the present publication for the 
*ikc and with the avowed object of referring men in all 

j * This imitation in printed here by permimion of the author, from 
t^ Maries of free translations of wlectcd scenes from AriHtophanott : a 
]^<>rk, of which (should the author Im persuaded to make it public) it 
il my deiilierate judgment, that it will form an importint epoch in 
Bnglifth literature, and open out Kourocs of metricd and rhythmical 
WMlth in the vei^ heart of our language, of which few, if any, among 
QB are aware. 
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things to ]irinciplefi or f\indaiucnt4il truthfs I was m!! 
aware of the olmtaclcs which the phin itself would opixiK 
to my succewi. For iu order to the regular attaiiuncm^ 
of this object, all the driest and least attractive cssaT»: 
must api>car in the beginning, and thus subject mo [ii 
the necessity of demanding cflbrt or soliciting ixiticnct 
in tliat part of the work, where it was most- my interest 
to secure tho confidence of my readers by winning their 
favour. Though I dared warrant for the pleasantness of 
the journey on tho whole ; thongli I might pramise that 
the road would, for the far greater }iart of it, be found 
plain and easy, that it MoiUd poss through countries of 
various prosiXKst, and that at every stage there would be 
a change of comiiony ; it still remained a heavy disud^an- 
toge, that I had to start at the f(K>t of a high and stai> 
hill : and I foresaw, nut without occasional feelings of 
dcsix>ndency, that during the slow and lalK)riou8 ascent 
it would rcijuiix) no conuuon nianagoinont to kcci; mv 
IMisscngcrs iu good huuumr with the vehicle and it> 
driver. As far as this iuconvouienoc could be imlliatol 
by sincerity and pi'cvii)us coiifes.siun, I have no reason i" 
awusc myself of nc;,'lect. In the j)ros|)ectus ♦ of Thv 
Friend, wliieh for this cause I reprinted and annexed i" 
the first essay, I felt it my duty to inform such as mijrlii 
be inclined to iNitniuisc the jniblieation, that I miK 
submit to be estcemwl dull by th(»sc who sought cliieily 
for amusement : and this I hazarded as a genenil conlVv 
sion, tlioujrh in my o^\^l mind I felt a cheerful confideiia 
that it would api)ly almost exclusively to the carli«'' 
essays. I could not therefore be smpriscd, howcvi-r 
much I nuiy have been depa*sse<l, by the fix»queney with 
which you hetur The Friend complained of for its abstruse- 

♦ See Ai»i>ciidix to Vo\, \\l.— Ed. 
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less aiul obscurity ; nor did the highly flattering cxprcs- 
; f-iims, with which you accomiianicd your cominunicaticiiy 

}' nx'vcnt mo fi^oiii feeling its truth to the whole extent, 
An_ juit]K>y*s p pn, like rhihlr on'a legs, inipro>;e8 by 
f^xcrcisc. That \wrt of the blame which rests on myself, 
\ J am exerting my best faculties to remove. * A man long 
; |iccu.stomed to silent and solitary meditntion, in proi)or- 
i I ion as ho increases the jwwer of thinking in long and 
; I'oiincctcd tniins, is apt to lose or lessen tlie talent of 
loniiuunicating his thoughts with grace and perspicuity. 
J)uiihtlcss too, I have in some measure injured my style, 
in ivsjxxt to its facility and jvopularity, from having 
' ill most confined my reading, of late years, to the works of 
i the ancients and tliose of the elder writers in the motlem 
\ jangnages. AVe insensibly imitate what we habitually 
\ pdniire ; and an aversion to the ei)igi'ammatic unconnectcHl 
I jHiriods of the fashionable iVnglo-Gallican taste has too 
1 pften made me willing to forget, that the stately march 
i pud diflicnlt evolutions, which characterize the elo(]Ucnce 
: ^>f IIoi>ker, Bacon, 3iIilton, and Jeremy Taylor, aixj, not- 
'. \vithstanding tlieir intrinsic excellence, still less suited to 
■ p iKTiodical essay. This fault I am now endeavouinng to 
'; coiTcct ; tliough I can never so far sacrifice my judgment 
to the desii-e of being immediately i)opular, as to cast my 
kntcnces in the French moulds, or affect a style which an 
ftiK'ient critic would have deemed puq>osely invented for 
j)ci*sons tronbled with the asthma to ivad, and for those 
|'» Comprehend who lal)our under the more pitiable 
i>thiua of a short-witted intellect. It cannot but l)e 
injurious to the human mind never to be called into 
iilort: tlic habit of receiving pleasure without any 
fxcilior. of thought, by the mere excitement of curiosity 
and sensibility, may be justly ranked among the woi'st 
ellccts of habitual novel-reading. It is true that these 
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abort and nnconncctcd Mmtcnccs arc caidly and inRtantly 
nndcTKtood : but it is equally tnic, that wanting oil tho 
oenxant of thought 08 well os of stylo, oil tho oonncetionfl 
and (if yon will forgive bo trivial o mctajihor) all tho 
bookft-and-eyeft of the memory, they ore as cosily for- 
gotten : or rather, it is scarcely possible tliat they diould 
be remembered.— Nor is it less true, that tlioso who 
oonfine their reading to snch books dwarf their own 
facnlties, and finally rc<lnco their understandings to a 
dqdorablc imbecility : the fact you mention, and which I 
shall hereafter make uko of, is a fair instance and a 
striking ilIuiM:ration« Like idle morning visitors, the 
brisk and breathless periods hurry in and hurry oiT in 
quick and profitless succession ^ each indeed for tlie 
moments of its stay prevents the pain of vacancy, whilo 
it indulges the love of sloth ; but all together they leave 
the mistress of tlic Iionsc (the kouI, I mean) flat nud ex- 
hausted, incii]uil»lc of attcndini; to her own couccms, and 
unfitted for the conversation of more rational guests. 

I know you will not susiHict mc of fostering so idle a 
hoixj, as that of obtaining acquittal by recrimination ; or 
tliink that I am attacking one fault, in order that its 
opi)Osite may eK*aj)e notice in the noise and smoke of the 
biittcry. On the contrary', I shall do my l)cst> and even 
make all allowable sjuTificcs, to render my manner more 
attractive and my matter morc gonenilly interesting. In 
the establishment of principles and fundamental dm'trines, 
I must of necessity recjuire the attention of my ivadcr to 
become my fellow-lalwurcr. The i)rimary facts essential 
to the intelligibility of my ])rineii»lcs I can prove to 
otliers only as far as I can prevail on them to retire into 
themselves and make their owti minds the objects of 
their steadfast attention. But, on tho other hand, I feel 
too deeply the imix>rtance of the couxic.lmss^^'^^!^^^^ 
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imiK*llc<l mc to the present undertaking, to leave un- 
attcmpteil any honourable means of recommending them 
to ns wide a circle as possible. 

llitlicrto I have been employed in lapng the foundii* 

tion of my work. But the ])ro|)er merit of a foundation 

is its mnssiveness and solidity. The conveniences and 

onianients, the gilding and stucco work, the sunshine 

and sunny i>rosiKx;ts, will come witli the suixjrstructurc. 

Yet 1 daiX5 not flatter myself, that any endeavours of 

mine, i-omi)atible Mith the duty I owe to truth and the 

Iioj^c of i)ermanent utility, will render The Friend 

j ainxvable to the majority of what is callc<l the reading 

])ul»lic. I never exi>ectcd it. How indeed could I, 

wiicu I W4LS to borrow so little fixnn tlic influence of 

iwssing events, and when I had aW)luioly cxcUuIimI from 

my ]>lau all ai)i)eal8 to ixjrsonal curiosity and jwrsonal 

I iutca^sts ? Yet even this is not my greatest imi>edinieut. 

■ No real infonnation can be conveyed, no nnix)rtaut eirors 

Wvctified, no widely injurious pnijudiccs roi»ted up, with- 

Jout ixHjuiring some elFort of tliought on the i>iirt of the 

jroader. But the obstuiate (and toward a coutemj horary 

.wTitcr, the contemptuous) avereion to intellectual cifort 

•is the mother evil of all which I had proi)oscd to war 

apiinst, the fpiecn bee in the hive of our errors and 

}ai^»toltuncs, both private and national. To solicit the 

iittcntion of those, on whom these debilitating causes 

)u»ve actwl to their full extent, would Ikj no less absurd 

tlian to recommend exercise with the dumb bolls, as the 

tnly uukIc of cure, to a patient i)andytic in both anns. 

y^u well know, that my exixxtations were more modest 

l> well as more rational. I hoiHxl, that my readei-s in 

rcneral would be aware of the impnicticability of suiting 

^vcrj* essay to eveiy taste in any ^leriod of the work ; and 

hai they would not attribute wholly to the author, but 

J TOL. I. « 



,;^v-y^JV-y^^ to tHo iKOCBsily of hia plim, the nniiterity and 

■^■^^V\,^^ of tlio liBlitcr Eni«* in the fint fifteen or twenty 

^Xy ^'^.^^^rs. In my cbccrftal moods I Bomctunca flattered 

"VO^Xrv^Y '^ *^"' * ^'^^ """"' """"K thoiC, who foresaw tlwt my 

^j'*y>^^fntiona would Kt aU timed roqniro more attention 

O^-y^ from the nntnro of their own employments they 

^Xy^ ^0 nflhrd them, might yet find a pIcamrD in tnpport- 

^"^^ Tho Friend during ita inrnncy, h as to gin it a 

^^ ^Dcc of attmctrng tiio notice of othcn, to whom its 

<wV1e and Bubjccts mi(;ht 1m Itcttcr adnjitctl. Bnt my 

^^Bin anchor was the hope, that when circuniKtanits 

^^onlly ennhlcd mo to adopt tho onlinary means of 

*^kiii;; tho pnhlicntion frcnerally known, there might 

ue found throughout t)io kingdom a Bufllcicnt nnmbcr of 

Inwlitatirc mtiidn, who, entertaining similar convictiomi 

■\ritli myscir, nnd gratifiod by the prosi«ct of seeing tliem 

roducol to form and sj'stem, woulil tiikc n wnrm interest 

in the Kork rroiii tho very eircumiitnncc, tlint it wnnlL-d 

those allurements of tmnnitorj' interests, whiirli render 

particular imtronngc siipcrflnons, nnd for the liricf sccuion 

of their Mow nnil fmgmneo attract llie eye of thousands, 

wlw would iHuw tmregnrdcd 



Of iu)ier tint, nnil hcrlw of ned'ci 



In these three intrtKlnetory cssjiys tlic Friend has 
cndeiiv-<ini<cd to rnilixc his promise of givnig nn himest . 
hill of fhiri', Ixilh ns to the ohjoets and the slylo of tliu j 
work. AViih n-fenncc to Iwth I conclude with n pro- 
l^iecy of Sinion Grrna'us, from IiIh prcnifinition to the 
cnmlid render, pn-fixefl to ficiniis's tmnsliition of Pinto, ' 
jiiililiKlictl nt Le.vdcn, l.j.'ij. ]Iow far it hiis K-cn grn- ; 
dually fullillcd in this eountrj' Bincc the Uev'o\u\.\cia v^ ^ 
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[ I 1G88, I Icavo to my candid and intelligent readers to 
/ \ dctcnninc : — 

^ i Ac doki mthi quukm (Miens Weranan tnescaios subtle 
I jam Iwmincs adeo esse, prcesertim qui ChrisHanos se pro* 
\ jUenlur, vt Icgcre nisi quod ad prcscntcm gustum faciiy 
I smtineant niJiil : unde et disapUna et plUlosophia ipsa 
I jam fere prorsus eiiam a docfis mgliguntnr. Quod quidetn 
i proitosifum siudionon nisi mature corrigeiur, tarn nwgnwn 
] j rchus incommodum dahit, quam dedit harbarics olim. 
■i i Perlifuix res harharies estyfaiear; sed minus potest tanwn, 
\ \ quam ilia ])ersuasa prudentia literarum si rations caret, 
•■ \ sapiential virtutisque specie misers Icctores circunuluctns. 

!.' j # # # 

J j Succcdet igitnr, nt arbitrorj hand ita mutto jiost, pro 
i. j rvsticana sa^ruli nostri ruditaie, cdptatrix itla btandito' 
\ qiirntiay robur animi virilis omne, omnem virtutem maS" 
culam, profligatura, nisi cavetur.* 
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In very truth, it gricvcth me that men, those espe- 
cially who profess themselves to be Christians, should bo 
so taken with the sweet baits of literature that they can 
■endure to read nothing but what gives them immediate 
ij^Tatification, no matter how low or sensual it may be. 
I Consequently, the more austere and disciplinary bnuiclies 
{of |)hilosopliy itself are almost wholly neglected, even by 
jihc Icjmied. — A course of study (if such reading, with 
Mich a puqx)se in view, could dcseiTe that name) which, 
jif not corrected in time, will occasion worse consequences 
;han even barbarism did in the times of our forefathers. 
jHarharism is, I own, a wilful headstrong thing ; but with 
^11 its blind obstinacy it has less power of doing hann 

j * In the ori;;inal of thiH passage, the wonls gvlam and mortalu 
ft;iDil respeciiircl/ for prccsaUem guttam and Uctort$,»^Ed, 

2 
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than this wlf-KiilDciont, M;ir-wli>'iic<l plu'n good 
Beii»o Rort of wtitin;;. this i)nii]cnt iiiileabl« popular style 
of I'oinjKwition, if it Iw diwcruxl 1>y rcowm mi idciitifk; 
imighi : ]iitial>1y decoying Uic minds of men hj m 
un])oeini; bIicw of nminlilcncxK, and judical wisdom, so 
tliut the <leli<;litul rentier knowing' nothing knows sU 
ohout ulnioAt cvor}-thin^'. Tlicrc will snccood, therefore, 
in m.v i>i)inion, mid that Um wittiiii no long time, to the 
ni(l(;iK-»ii (ind niKtieityof mir af^c, tliat ensnviog mere- 
tridouc ix>i)iiIamcK!! in litci-aturt', with all tfao trickq: 
liuiuititicH of the nmliitious cnntlidntos for the broorabk 
sulfnif^ of the jndicious pulilk^, uliiuh if ve do not tske 
good com trill hrefdt up uul wittUtjr before it all robnst- 
nets ud numlj Tigonr of intellect, all nuucnline fortitude 
of Tirtuc. 
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Si moilo qfift natura el ratione eonctna tint, {utumjaenmuf, prre- 
fumptionii iunjncio a nobis quam hnyi»$imt abette debet, Alulta 
uiitiquitati, naftiimet niliil^ arrifffamut, Nihiinc rot? Nihil mehcr* 
cule, niii quod omnia omni aHiHio verifati arroyamtu et tanetimotiiee, 

Ulr. RiBor. 06 Control eraiU. 

'i 

i If wc nssnmo only what nAtnrc ami rea^n haro gmnted, with no 
i sh:i<lnw of right CiUi we Iw 8usi)cctcd of prcMUiuption. To antiquity we 
i anif^itc luany thinps to oun<clvv8 nothing. Nothing t Aye nothing : 
1 unions indeed it lie, that with all oar strength we arrogiito all things 
i to truth and moral purity. 

{ It lias been remarked by the cclebnikil Ilaller, that 

! wc are deaf while we are yawning. The same fict of 

: -ilrowsiness that htretches oiwii our mouths, elopes our 

I ; iar.N. It is much the same in acts of the imdersUmding. 

I \ A liizv half-attention amounts to a mental ya\\'n. AVherc 

then a subject, that demands thought, has been thought- 

j fully treated, and with an exact and patient derivation 

■frniii its principles, wc must l)e willing to exert a i>oition 

I |of the same effort, and to think with the author, or the 

I Jinthur will have thought in vain for us. It makes little 

I (lillVivuce for the time being, whether there be an hiatus 

usrlhiiiH in the reader's attention, or an hiatus lacry^ 

tufflfitis in the author's manuscript. When this occurs 

[ j^lnring the jxirusal of a "work of kno\\Ti authority and 

;<'stablished fame, wc honestly lay the fault on our own 

;<ltfi(iency, or on the unfitness of our present mood ; but 

jwhou it is a contcmiwrary production, over which we 

Jiiive been nodding, it is far more pleasant to pronounce 

» 
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it insuffcnbly dull and obecore. Indocdi as diarity 
iN^ginH at home, it ¥rouId bo unrcasonablo to expect that 
a reader dionld charge himnelf with lack of intellect, : 
when the effect may be equally well accounted for faj I 
declaring tlie author unintelligible ; or tliat he Bhonid 
aocuf«6 his own inattention, when by half a dozen phrases 
of abuMG^ as ** heavy stuff, mctajdiysical jaigon, ^c^** he 
can at once excuse his huiness, and gratify his jiridc^ 
scorn, and envy. To shnilar impulses we must attribute 
the iHniscs of a true modem reader, when he meets with 
a work in the true modem taste: namely, citlier is 
ski^iinng, unconnected, short-winded, astlimatio sentenccD^ ' 
as easy to be understood as imiKwsible to bo remembered, 
in which tlie merest common-place acquires a momentaxy 
poignancy, a pretty titillating sting, from affected point 
and wilful nntitlicsis : or else in strutting and rounded ? 
{)crio(ls, in which the emptiest tniisnis arc blown up into 
illustrious .bubbles by help of film and inflation. "Aye I" ! 
(quoth the dcli^^htod reader) ^ this is sense, this is • 
genius ! this I miderstnnd and admire I I have thought 
the very same a hiuidred times myself I" In other 
wordx, this man has ivmimled me of my own cleverness 
and tlierefore I admii*e him. ! for one piece of 
egotisi;; tliat presents itself under its o>ni honest bare . 
face of I myself I, there aro filly that steal out in the 
mask of (U'iams and iUc-wns I 

It has ever been my opinion, that an excessive solici- 
tude to avoid the use of our first i)ersonaI pronoun more 
often has its source in conscious selfishness than in time 
self-oblivion. A quiet observer of hmnan follies ninv 
often amuse or sadden his thoughts by detecting a jxir* , 
petual feeling of purest egotism through a long mas- 
querade of disguises, the half of which, had old Protem 
been master of as many, would \\iw<i nn^tisA wA» ^^^ 
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' jvaticncc of Mcnclaus. I wiy, tlic patience only : for it 
would nsk more than the simplicity of Pol^idicmc, with 
' his one eye cxtin^iished, to be deceived by so poor a 
rei>ctition of Xobody. Yet I can ydth strictest truth 
; assure my readers tliat with a pleasure combined witli a 
st'nsc of weariness I see the nigh approach of that point 
of my lalwuns in whieli I can convey my opinions and 
the workinjrs of my heart without reminding tlic render 
' ohtnisivcly of myself. But the frefpiency, with which I 
' have 8ix>kcn in my o\\ii )X)rson, recalls my apprehensions 
to the second danger, which it was my ho})e to guard 
; ajjainst ; the probable charge of arrogance, or i)resump- 
i, tion, both for daring to dissent from the opinions of 
. great authorities, and, in my following numbers perhaps, 
fmm the general opinion concerning the tnie value of 
: certain authorities deemed great. The wonl, i)a'sumi>- 
. tion, I appix)priate to the iutcnial feeling, and anx^gancc 
to the way and manner of outwardly expressmg our- 
selves. 
As no man can right fullv Ikj condemned without i^efer- 
; ence to some definite law, by the knowledge of which he 
j might have avoided the given fault, it is nccessarj' so to 
define the constituent qiudities and conditions of arro- 
pmce, that a reas<»n may l)c assignable why we pro- 
^ nouncc one man guilty and acquit another. For merely 
• to call a |)erson arrogiuit or most arrogant, ciin convict 
no one of the vice except i»erhai>s the accuser. I rcmem- 
j 1h.t, when a yoimg man who luid left his books and a 
, glass of water to join a convivial party, each of whom 
' had nearly finished his second bottle, was pronounced 
J very dnnik by the whole i)arty — he hHikeil so stnmge 
and i>ale ! Many a man, who has contrived to hide his 
nding ]iassion or predominant defect from himself, will 
l^ctray tho same to dis})assionate obsen'ers, by his pix)ne- 
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ncsa on nil occasions to suspect or accuse others of 
Now nm>jrancc and presunii»tion, like all other mc 
qnnlities, must Ixj she>ni hy some act or conduct : j 
this too must Ikj an act that implies, if not an immeili 
ctmcurrencc of the will, )'et some faulty constitution 
the mond hahits. For all criminality sup^xises its es>j 
tials to have Ikjcu within the i>owcr of the n<jent. Kit 
therefore the facts adduced do of themselves convey 
wh<»le pn)of of ihe charge, and the cpicstion rests on 
truth or accuracv with which thev have l)een stat< 
or they accjuire their character from the cinnnnstam 
I have looked into a ixonderous review of the coqniscr 
])hilosophy hy a Sicilian Jesuit, in which the acrimoni 
Father fre<|Uently cx] cresses his douht, whether he sho 
pn)nouncc Hoyle or Newton more impicms than ]>resui 
tuous, or moH' ]>resumptuous than impious. They 1 
l>oth attacke<l the rci«ruin*c oi>iuions on most import 
suhjwts, opinions sjinctlonccl hy the p^reatcst names 
anli<|nity, and hy tlio ^aMieral sntlVaire of their loan 
contcmi>oraries or innnediate ]nvdccessors. TiOcke ' 
nssiiletl witli a full cry for his ]>resnmption in hav 
deseited the ]>hilosophical system at that time jrcncrj 
receive<l hv the universiti«'s of ICnrone ; and of I; te vc 
Dr. Priestley hestowed llie ei»it]iets of aiTo;rant i 
insolent on Held, Heat tie, \c., for presnniinir to arra 
ceitain oj^inions of Mr. Fioeke, himself repaid in kind 
manv of liis own eonntrvnien for his iheolo'ncal lur 
ties. It will searcelv he atlinned, that these accnsati 
were all of tiiem just, ov that any <»f tiiem were tit 
C(mrteous. Mu^t we therefore sav, that in order to i\\ 
douht or dishclief of a |M»pnlar |>ersnasion without. ai 
panee, it is recjuired that tlie dissentient slionld ki 
himself to ]>ossess the ^renins, and foreknow that 
should accpiirc the reinitation, of Locke, Ne\vl<^u^ l^v> 
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! or even of a Rcid or Bcattic ? But as this knowledge 
1 1 mid prescience are impossible in the strict sense of the 
i wonls, and could mean no more than a strong inward 
ij conviction, it.is manifest that such a rule, if it were uni- 
1 1 versidly established, would encourage the presumi»tuou8, 
land condemn modest and humble minds alone to silence. 
I And as this silence could not acquit the mdividual's owTi 
I linind of presumption, unless it were accomj^anied by 
I .conscious acquiescence ; modesty itself must bec*ome an 
j j inert quality, which even in i)rivate society never dis- 
i j plays its channs more unetiuivocall} than in it« mode of 
j I reconciling mond deference with intellectual counige, and 
i lu'cneral dillidence with suicerity in the avowal of tlic 
j particular connction. 

j AVo must seek then elsewhere for the tme marks, by 
■ which presumption or arrogance nmy be detected, and on 
Jwiiich the charge may be gi*ounded with little hazard 
•»f mistake or injustice. And as I confine my ju'esent 
nhscrvations to litemturc, I deem such cn'tnia neither 
MilKcnlt to detennine nor to apply. The fii'st mark, as it 
.ip|)ears to me, is a frequent bare assertion of o[»inions 
piot gcnemlly received, without condescending to pix»fix 
>»r annex the focts and reasons on which such opinions 
Svtro fonned ; especially if this absence of logiwd coiu*- 
icsy is supplidl by contemptuous or abusive tix'atment of 
Vuch as hap[)en to d(mbt of, or op|X)se, the decisive ijfse 
>'///. Ihit to asseit, however nakedly, that a i>assagc hi a 
liwd novel, in which the Siicreil AVritings arc denounced 
ii> more likely to jwllutc the young and innocent mind 
than a romance notorious for it^ indecency — to assert^ I 
kj'v, that such a passage argues espial impudence and 
luniorance in its author, at the time of writing and pub- 
lishing it — this is not arrogjincc ; although to a vast 
iuajority of the decent \mt of our countr}'meu it would 
/' 
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be 8a]icrfliiou8 ns a iniism, if it were cxclasivcly qu 
aatliorV bosiucfls to convey or revive knowle(l<^ and nut 
sometinicH hU duty to awaken the indignation of hi< 
reader l»y the ex])rcssion of hii$ own. 

A 8cc*(>nd R]xx*ies of this unamiable quality, which hm j 
l)ecn oflien distinguitthcd by the name of Warburtonian i 
arropniec, lietrayg it8elf» not as in the former, by pruud | 
or ]K)tuhuit omission of proof or argument, but by the 1 
habit of ascribing weakness of intellect^ or want of taste 
and Kiisibility, or liardness (»f heart, or corruption of 
moral principle, to all wlio deny the tnith of the doc- ' 
trine, (»r the sufficiency of the evidence, or the fairness of 
the rcasiming adduced in its su])i)ort. Tliis is indeed ni^t . 
essentially different from the first, but assumes a sc]iamtc 
character from its accomiMUiiments : for though l)oth tlie 
doctrine and its i)roofs may have been legitimately sui>- ' 
plied by ihe undcrstniuling, yet the bitterness of iwrsoiial 
crimination will res4»lve itself into naked assertion. ^^\ 
are, therefore, authonzed by exi>criencc, and justified on 
the juineiple (»f self-defence and by the law of fair R'tuli- 
ation, ill attributing it to a vicious tenii»er airogant fnnn 
irritability, or in'itable from aiTognnee. This leanu-"! 
am>gjinee admits of many gnidations, and is nggi-avatcil 
or });illiate<l, aceonlingly as the j)oint in dis]>ntc has ban 
more or less controverted, as the reasiuiing bears a 
smaller or grt'ater i»ro|M)rti(m to the vinilencc of the 
])ers(»nal detnicti(»n, and as the jwrscm or ])arties, who aix- 
the objtvis of it, are more or less rcsi^ected, more or let* 
worthy of res[>ect.* 

• nn«l lliu autlior of the Divine Ix';.'ntion of Mivcch nioro Kl<ilful!j I 
a]>pn>i»ri:itnl hit* cn:in«c t'locjucncc of nbuH(\ hin customary ii>o«umnc* | 
of tho i<1iotcr, lioth in bead and Iic:irt, of all Iuh oitponeiitt ; if he bd , 
crnployi'tl tlione vi;;orouH ni^iinientH of liin own vulicMucnt Iiuniour it ( 
the defoiicc of trutliH acknowlvd;;i*<l and rcTcrouccd hy learned men ii I 
getieiul ; or if he had coufijicd thorn to the naniica ot CVi^A>^Nf^v^(M^> 
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i 

t Lastly, it most be admitted as a just uupatation of 

: presumption when an individual obtmdcs on the public 
I ? eye, with all the higli pretensions of originality, opinions 
I ' uu(l obsenations, in regard to which he must plead 
I wilful ignorance in order to be acquitted of dishonest 
' plagiarism. On the same seat must the \\Titer be placed, 
; who in a disquisition on any imi)ortant subject proves, 
^ by falschoiids either of omission or of iwsitive error, that 
• ho has neglected to i)Ossess himself, not only of the infor- 
mation requisite for this imrticular subject, but even 
\ of those ac(|uiremcnts, and that general knowledge, 
. which could alone authorize him to commence a public 
? instructor. This is an office which cmmot be i)rocured 
; f/ralis. The industr}', necessaiy for the due exercise of 
J its functions, is its pm*chase money ; and the absence or 
'. insudiciency of the same is so far a s^Kcies of dishonesty, 
• and implies a presumption in the liteml as well as the 
« ordinaiT sense of the word. He has tiiken a thing before 
, he had accjuired any right or title thereto. 



and other precursors of Thomas Payne ; wo shculd perhaps still eba* 
r.ictcrizc \i\n mode of controversy by its rude violence, but not so often 
\ have heard his name used, even by those who have never read his 
I writiii^'H, OM a ]>rovcrbial expression for learned arm^ncc. Hut when 
i a novel and doubtful hyiMtliesis of his own fonnation was the citadel 
^ to )iti defended, and his niophitic hand-granadas were thrown with the 
fury of lawloKs dcriKttism at the fair reputation of a Sykcs and a 
Lirdner, we not only con6nn the Tcrdict of his indeiiendent eontem- 
« I>«»r:iries but Cease to wonder, that arrogance should render men objects 
!«)f conteni]it in many, and of aversion in all, instances, when it was 
, Cii|wil»ic of hurrying a Christian teacher of equal talents and learning 
) into a hlanderous vulgsirity, which escaiNSS our disgust only when wo 
I yce the writer s ohii rejiutation the sole victim. But throughout bis 
* great work, and the iKimphlets in which he supported it, he always 
j >eeutH to writo as if he bad deemed it a duty of decorum to publish 
j Ills fniicie?« on the MoHiiic Law as the Law itself was delivered, that is, 
^in tliundcrs and lightnings : or as if he had applied to his own book 
- iiwtcad of the sacred mount, the menace — Thert tftoll nci a hcMd touch 
1 it but lu tkaU tureiy be tioned or tkU ihrouyk. 
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If in ncWition to this unfitness wliich every mar 
pcsscs the means of asecrtaiuing, his aim should 
unsettle a general belief closely connected with ] 
and private quiet ; and if his language and manii 
avowcKlly calculated for the illiterate, and i»erhai)s 
lions, part of his countr}Tnen ; disgusting jvs hla 
sumption must api^ar, it is yet lost or evanescent i 
close ncighlKiurhood of his guilt. That Ilohhes i 
hited Homer into English vei'se and puhlishe< 
translation, furnishes no positive evidence of his 
conceit, though it implies a great lack of self-know 
and of acquaintance with the nature of jKHitiy. 
strong wish often im[)oses itself on the mind f( 
actual i>ower ; the mistake is favoured l>y the iini 
j)lcasure derived fnuu the exeitrise of vei'sificatioUj 
haps hy the ai>probation of intimates ; and the cancl 
asks from more impartial readers tliat sent once, > 
nature has not enabled him to anticipate. But 
tlic philosoplier of Malmesbury waged war with A 
and the fundamental truths of pure geometry, 
instance of liis gr<>ss ignorance and utter miseonce 
of the very elements of the science he }>n»p()sc 
confute, furnished an unansweral)le fact in ]»rouf ( 
high presumption ; and the confident and insi 
language (»f the attack leaves the judici(»us read 
as little doubt of his gi'oss arr(»gance. An illit 
•J mechanic, wlio mistaking some disturbance of his r 

' for a miraculous call proceeds alone to convert a tri 

savages, whose language he can have no natural n 

• At tlie time I wTot^ this cssiy, nnd uiilecl till tho present r 
DocciuIkt, I'SIS, I lia<l lurvi-r scni II«i1»Ik'h' transl;ition of the Oc 
J wiiich, I now find, is l»y no ii»«-.iii» to l)e Kjioken t»f contoniptv 

J It is douMh'SM ns inucli too Killad-likc, ns the later versions r 

epic ; but stiU, ou the whole, it leaves a much truer impix^sion 
original. 
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v^ acquiring?, may have been misled by impulses very 
(lifTcrcut from those of high self oi)inion ; but the illi- 
terate i>ei*petrntor of the * Age of Reason ' must have had 
his vciy conseience stupified by the habitual intoxication 
of |)i*esnmptuous arrogance, and his common-senso ovcr- 
i clouded by the vajwurs from his heart. 
I As long therefore as 1 obtnide no unsupi>orted asser- 
! tious on my readers ; and as long as I state my opinions, 
I and the evideticc which induced or comi)ellcd me to 
I ] adopt them, with calmness and that diffidence in myself, . 
) which is by no means incompatible with a finn belief in \ 
i ♦ the justness of the opinions themselves ; while I attack 
"i no inau's private life from any cause, and detract from no 
j I man's hououre in his public character, from the tnith of 
' i his doctrines, or the merits of his compositions, without 
; 'Mctailiug all my reasons and resting the result solely on 
: the arginnents adduced ; wiiile I moreover explain fully 
I the motives of duty, which influenced me in resolving to 
, i institute such investigation ; while I confine all asi>erity 
lof censure, and all expressions of contemj)t, to gross 
'{Violations of tnith, honour, and decency, to the base 
,comi]>tcr and the detected slanderer ; while I write on 
i! no subject which I have not studied with my best atten- 
.t ion, on no subject which my education and acquirements 
i J have incapacitated me from properly understanding; and 
juhove all while I approve myself, alike in praise and in 
jhlanic, in close reasoning and in imjiassioned dcclama- 
! jtion, a steady friend to the two best and surest friends of 
■ all men, tnith and honesty ; I will not fear an accusation 
/»f cither presumption or arrogance from the good and 
|tl»c wise. I shall pity it from the weak, and welcome it 
jl'rora the wicked. 
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t» todim ftiltr* aaffm Mt AMMtonna imrpimmqm emertlMm t a 
ttgUar* tftima timd tu dtlirrima mm magit td uiiiM mU fM> 
tfijrfwi i to whft Amw* mm m mmJomi — <Jdim(iuu,* 

n«n bM Mlowiblpgf boooor andhMCMM tntba naalanM; 
a«d la maliiM Um Uit Md ths »«nt d««u i« no man p«ajbh h 
•M ai^ tbui (t ■ &r tto «■■• nu to U M tb« mm bMttU 

riflMM Ud VidillBl. 

fruu auadita trmd, tt ilymUtar* <f t»brtrlert idmta ut. 

A Imovlcil):!! nf the troth ia cqail to Itic taak Intb of diNeminK aivl 
of ronCuting nit fhW iL-awrtioM nad crrvncouii arRtininilis though Dntf 
before met with, if odI; the; amj frcci; bo broujjlil furwnrd. 

I HAVE raid, thnt my very system compel;! mo to mnke 
cvciy fair appeal to tlio feclinffH, the imn^iniiation, nnil 
even the fancy. If these arc to bo withliotdcn from tlic 
service of truth, virtno, nnd hniipincRB, to wlint purpm* 
were they sivcn ? In vlioso Bcnicc ni-e they retained ? 
i I have indeed considered the disproportion of human 
I pflsniona to their onlinnry objects among tlic strongest 
I internal ctndencc of otir future destination, and the 
attempt to restore them to their ri^'htful claimants, the 
most imiwriona duty and tlio noblest task of geniu-'. 
Tlic verbal enunciation of thiH master truth conld 
eearcely bo now to me at any period of my life since 
earliest youth j but I veil remember the partieular 
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!timc, when the words first became more than words to 
^ mc, when they incorporated with a living conviction, and 
jtook their place among the realities of my being. On 
I some wide common or ojxjn heath, peopled with ant-hills, 
during some one of the gray cloudy dap of late autumn, 
many of my readers may have noticed the effect of a 
•sudden and momentary flash of simshine on all the count- 
less little animals within his view, aware too that the sclf- 
^sanic influence was darted co-instjmtaneously over all 
jthcir scanning cities as far as his eye could reach ; may 
have obsciTcd, with what a kindly force the gleam stirs 
.and quickens them all, and will have exixirienced no 
;un]>lcasurablc shock of feeling in seeing mpnads of 
nuTiads of living and sentient beings united at the same 
moment in one gay sensation, one joyous activity I But 
:awful indeed is the same appearance in a multitude of 
irational beings, our fellow-men, in whom too the effect is 
ijimduccd not so much by the external occasion as from 
the active quality of their own thoughts. I had walked 
from Gr»ttingen in the year 1790, to witness the arrival 
,of the Queen of Prussia, on lier visit to the Baron von 
llartzbcrg's seat, five miles from the University. The 
Vi\acions outer court of the palace was crowded with men 
und women, a sea of heads, witli a number of childrcn 
vising out of it from their fathers* shoulders. After a 
l»uzz of t\ro hours' expectation, the avant c(mricr rode at 
i'lill sjiced into the court. At the loud cracks of liis long 
yiiij) and the trampling of his horse's hoofs, the universal 
^liock and thrill of emotion — I have riot language to 
(•<»nvcy it— expressed as it was in sucli manifold looks, 
jrisiurcs, and attitudes, yet with one and the same feeling 
ill the eyes of all I Recovering from the first inevitable 
t<iitagion of s}inpathy, I involuntarily exclaimed, though 
in ii language to myself alone intelligible, ** man, ever 
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nobler tlmn thy circmiMtanccs ! SiHxmd but Uic miKt of 
obecuro feeling over ony form, and even a woman inca* 
poblo of bIcsAing or of injuring thco shall be welcomed 
with an intcnmty of emotion ndeqnote to tiio reception of 
the Redeemer of the word ! ^ 

To a creatnre no highly, so fearfully gifted, — ^wlm» 
alienated as he is by a soixxny scarcely less mysteriom 
tlian the nature on which it is exercised, yet, like tlie 
&blod son of Jove in the evil day of his sensual bewitch^ 
ment. Hits the iqnndles and dihtaflTs of Omphalo vritli the 
arm of a giant — ^to such a creature truth is self-reston- 
tion : for that whicli is the correlative of truth, tlic 
existence of absolute life, is the only object which can 
attract toii-ard it the whole depth and mass of liis fluctu- 
ating lacing, and alone therefore can unite calmness with 
elevation. But it must be truth without alloy an«I 
unsopliisticntcd. It is by the ajrency of indistinct con- 
cc])tions as the counterfeits of the ideal and transcendaiit, 
that evil and vimity exercise their t}Tanny on the feelinjrs 
of man. The lowers of darkness arc ]x)litic if not wise ; 
but surely nothing can be more in-jitional in the ])r(- 
tcnde<l childrcn of li;;ht, than to enlist themselves under 
the banners of truth, and yet rest their ho}>es on an 
alliance with delusion. 

As one amrmg the numerous artifices, by which austere 
truths are to l)c softened down into jialatable falsehoods 
and virtue and vice, like the atoms of Epicurus, tn 
receive that insensible cUnamni which is to make them 
meet each f»ther half-way, I have an csjiocial dislike to 
the expression, pious frauds. Piety indeed shrinks tmni \ 
the ver\' jihrase, as an attempt to mix ^Kiison with tlic 
cup of blessing : while the exjKHliency of the measun'^ 
whidi the words were intended to recommend oi 
palliate, aj>j)ear8 more and more b\i%\Ado\v&^\^N\\^x^l 
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of our cx])cricncc widens, and our acquaintance with tlie 
ivcoaU of history becomes more extensive and accurate. 
One of the most seductive arg^uments of infidelity grounds 
it^tlf on tlie nmnerous passages m tlie works of the 
Clirisiiau Fathers, asserting the la>vfulness of deceit for 
a j^ood inir[K)se. Fur how can we rely on tlieir testimony 
conccnnng the suixjniatm'al facts? That the Fathers 
held, ahuost without excei>tion, that ** wholly without 
\ i hroiich of duty it is allowed to the teachers and heads of 
jtlio Christian Church to employ artifices, to intennix 
i ! falsehoods with tnitlis, .and esjKKjially to deceive the 
I loneniics of the faith, provided only they hereby sen'e tlic 
I { intopjsts of truth and the advantage of mankiud," ♦ is tlic 
I hmwiiling confession of Uidof. St. Jerome, as is shown 
i I by the citations of this learned theologian, boldly attri- 
I jlmtes this iwuna^cmQnt—fahiiftfam (lisjwnmticam — even 
I J 10 tlie Ajiostles themselves. But why sjxjak I of the 
: ] advantage given to the opponents of Christianity ? 
lAlas ! to this doctrine chiefly, and to the practices derived 
\ ^fi-oin it, we must attribute the utter coiTuption of Uie 
;ivli^iou itself for so many ages, and even now over so 
: ^larjrc a ])ortion of the'civili/Axl world. By a system of 
accommodating truth to falsehood, Uie ][)astor8 of the 

• De aetinom. Patrum, Inttgrum oumino dociortbuM ct ctttus Chrit* 
I'mnx nntintitihus ewe, ttl doloM venent^ faha xcrU inter mi »rcant^ ct 
Vw/>riw/« veliffionU ho»*et fallant, dummodo rciiVa^w commmlii ct 
mtUitati imerviant.^l tru»t, I ncctl not add, that tiio iini»utntion of 
uich iirinriplt'x of action to the firnt inspired ]»ropagiitorH of CliriK- 
'tianitj, Ik founded on a grom miKConKtraction of i\umc piiMsagCH in the 
,vTitin?M of St. Paul, in which the necetftity of employing different 
I r;;uisciitN to men of diflcrent cai»acitieB and prcjudiccH, w nupiKwcd 
U«i acanlcd to. In other word*, St. Paul utrovc to Rjicak intelligibly, 
,>rillin;;ly Kicrificcd indifferent thin;^ to matten of importance, and 
i cteU CDurtcouHiy aa a man, in order to win attention as an AiKMtlc. 
U traveller prefers for daily Uiie the coin of the nation through which 
)>o \h jiasRing, to bullion or the mintage of hiii own country : and is ihia 
t J jiutify a succeeding tra\'eUer iu the use of counterfeit coin t 
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Church grodnolly chan^jjcd the life and li^ht of the Qo»\m\ 
iuto Uie very BU|)en«titiorft which they were commifwioiiod 
to diKiHsree, nnd thuK {m^ifnniKed CiiriMtianity in onlcr 
to chriKten Pa^icuniHnu ' At tliis very hour Euroi)e groans \ 
and bleedH in ainKequcncc. . 

So much in |vroof and exemplification of the prolmbic / 
cx]icdien(7 of pious decei)t]on, aK RU<:^eKtcd by it« knoi^i) [ 
and recorded conRcqucnceM. An honest man, however, 
pofwefwca a clearer li;;ht than that of history. He known, 
that by sacrificing tlie hiw of liis reason to the maxim of 
pretended pnidence, he purcliuscs tlie sword with the loss 
of the arm tlmt is to wield it. The duties wliich we owe 
to our own moral being, are the ground and condition of 
all other duties ; and to set our nature at strife Arith 
itself for a good puqK)se, implies the same sort of 
prudcn(^ as a ]>ricst of Diana would have manifested, 
who should liave pn)i)osed to dig up the colobnitod char- 
coal foundatiims of the mighty temple of Kphcsus, in 
onlcr to furnish fuel for the burnt oirorings on its altars. 

I Truth, virtue, and liappincss, may l>e distinguished fnun 
each other, but cannot l>e divided. They subsist by a 
mutual co-inhcrcnce, which gives a shadow of divinity 
even to our human nature. 117// i/e Hjmtk trirJcrdh/ for 
Gofl ; and talk ihrrllfttUij for /timf* is a searchin? 
question, which most afTec^tingly represents the grief nn«l 
impatience of an uncomipted mind at jxircciving a good ; 
cause defended by ill means : and assuredly if any temp- 
tation can provoke a well regulatc<l temper to intolerance, 
it is the shameless assertion, that tnith and falsehood arc 
indilferent in their ovra natures ; that the former is as 
often injurious (and therefore criminal) as the latter, 
and the latter on many occasions as beneficial (and con- 
sequently meritorious) as the former. 

• Job xiii. 7.-£iL 
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* 

« I foul it incuml)cnt on mc, therefore, to place irnmc* 

'. (liately In^foa* uiy readers in the fullest and clearest lights 

i the whole question of moral obIi<cation respecting the 

! (i»iuniuuication of truth, its extent and conditions. I 

\ would fain obviate all apprehensions either of ray in- 

: (^-.uitiou on the one hand, or of any insincere rescn'c on 

ilie other, by proving that the more strictly we adlicrc to 

i tlie letter of tlic moral law in this res]>ect, the more com- 

\ ])lotciy shall we reconcile that law with prudence ; Uios 

j hcenring a purity in the principle without mischief from 

V tlio practice. I would not, I could not dare, address my 

■' i*ouiitr}iuen as a friend, if I might not justify the 

; assumption of that siicixnl title by more than mere 

: veracity, by oiKn-heartcdness. Pleasure, most oRen 

! delusive, may be l)om of delusion. Pleasure, herself a 

j sorceress, may pitch her tonis on enchantc<l ground. 

*. ]»ut happiness (or, to use a far more accurate as well as . if 

. ir.ore comprehensive tenn, solid well-being) am be built 

: on virtue alone, and must of necessity have truth for its 

I foundation. Add, too, the known fact that the meanest 

of men feels himself insulteil by an unsuc*cessAil attempt | . 

' to deceive him ; and hates and despises the man who hiis 

', attempted it. "What place then is left in tlie heart for 

: virtue to build on, if in any case we may dare i»nietisc 

' on others what we should feel as a cniel and contemptuous 

* A\Tong in our own jnirsons ? Ever}' jxirent ix)ssesses the 
' op|K>rtunity of obsernng how dec))ly children ix'scnt the 

injur}' of a delusion ; and if men laugh at the falsehoods 

' that were im|)osed on themselves during their childliood, 

it is because they arc not good and wise enough to con- 

• template tlie past in the present, and so to pnxlucc by a 
nrtuous and thoughtful sensibility that continuity in 
their sclf-oonsciousncss, which nature has made the law 
of their animal life. Ingratitude, sensuality, and hard- 
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ncfis of licarty nil flow from this source. !i[cn anc 
nnp^atcful to otlicrn only when tl)c*y linvc ceuKcd to look 
back on tlieir former Helves with joy and tcndeniofw. 
They exist in fm^^ients. Anuihiluted ns to the past, they 
are dead to tlic futnrc, or seek for the i)roofs of it ever}*- 
where, only not (where alone they can be found) in 
themselves. A contcm])on)r>' poet has ex])res8ed and 
illustrated this sentiment with e<|ual fineness of thought 
and tenderness of feeling : — 

• 

yij heart loops up wlirii I behold 

A raiii-lmw in tlio »«ky ! 
^ wjiN it, wh* II my lifu lic^n ; 
So it it now I am a uiun ; 
So let it lie, when I gn)w old, 

Or k't iiie (lie. 
The child i>« father of the nuin, 
And I won hi wish luy duyn to 1»o 
n<iuud cacli to each hy natund pioty.* 

WoubswoRTit. 

^■^ Alas ! the i>oniicions influence of tins lax morality 
X. '^'' extends from the mirseiT and the school to the cahimi 
and senate. It is a common weakness with men in ix>\ver, 






• I am iiiftirmc<l, tlint ihv^v vt-ry liin'*« liavo liocn citoil, nf* a Hjierimi-n 
of doiMpioaliK* puerility. So inucli the worso fi»r the «'it«»r. Not willlii;:ly 
in hiM pn-sence would 1 Itoliold tho nun M'ttiii'^ InOiind our roount'iins 
or libtou to a ttdv of dintre^H or virtue; I should lie n.Hhauieil of the 
•{uiet U'SiT on my own cheek. Hut let tite dead hury the dead I TIk.* 
)ioct Kin;; for the livin;;. Of wh:>t value iiid(H:d, to a »«,'inc mind, arc the 
liking or di^likin;:H of ono man, ^nuiiidevl on the mere nxsertionx if 
another ? Opinioiirt foniicd from opIninuH -what arc they, but cluuili* 
Nailing under ciouda, which imprcw whadowH u^Kin shadowM ? 

Pitn^um jteffe inrnfuiK jnheo ; ntim quid mihifungof 
Convmiunt $fotnacho w^n minus uta 4U0, 

T W.1JI nlwavR ph-n^ed with the motto placed under the figure of tlie 
roNeiiKiry in old LcrhaU : — 

Apafft, iui/ Ilaud iih\ ipiro. 
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j who have used dissimulation successfully, to form a possion 
' for the use of it, dui>es to the love of duping I A pride 
! is flattered by these lies. He \N*ho faucios that lie muKt 

Ik) i)eri>etunlly stooping down to tlic prejudices of bin 

fellow-creatures, is i)eq>etually reminding and reassuring 
i himself of his own vast sui>eriority to them. But no 

real ^n'eatne^is can long co-exist with deceit. Tlie whole 
^ faculties of man must be exerted in oixlor to noble 
• energies ; and he who is not earnestly sincere, lives in 
. hut half his being, self-mutilateil, self-paralyze<l. 

The latter part of the proi)osition, which has drawn me 

into this discussion, that, I mean, in which the morality 
I of intentional falsehooil is asserted, may safely be trusted ' 

» to the reader's own moral sense. Is it a gix)uudless 

apprehension, that tlic patrons and admirei*s of such 
; jjuhlications may receive the ]ainishment of tlieir iudis- i 

; eat ion in the conduct of their sons and (h'ughtcrs ? 
' Tiic suspicion of Srethodism must be ex]K)cted by every 
- man of rank and fortune, wlio cairies his examination 
I rcsjKjcting the lH)oks which arc to lie on his brcakfast- 
' table, farther than to their freedom from gross vcrlml 

indeceutics, and broJid avowals of Atheism in the titlc- 
. page. For the existence of .m intelligent First Cause 
' laay be ridiculed in the notes of one jHiem, or i)laced 
j doubtfully as one of two or thrce iK)ssible h}iM>thcscs, in 
! ihc ver)' oi>ening of anotlier jKK'm, and both l>e consideivd 

iw works of Scife promiscuous reading virifinibus fHferisqur : 
■ and this, too, by many a father of a family, who would 

hold himself highly culiKible in ])ermitting his child to 

fonn habits of familiar ocipiaintancHi with a ))erson of 
! loose habits, and think it even criminal to receive into 
'. his house a private tutor without a previous inc^niiy 

concerning his opinions and principles, as well as his 

manners and outward conduct llow little I oiu an 
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I enemy to free inquiiy of the boldest kind, and in which 
tlie anthon hare differed the most widely ftom my own 

/ oonTietions and the general faith, provided only the 
inquiry bo eondnctod with that seriousnessi which 

I natarally oocoropanies tlie love of truth, and be evidently 
intended for the perusal of those only, who may be pre- 
numcd capable of weighing the arguments, — I sliall havo 
abundant occasion of proving in the course of this 
work. QuiH ipM philawphia ialibuB $ ditqmtathnibut 
fion nm benfjleium reeijuL Nam «i vera proponit hrnnn 
ingenmus veritaiisque miki/M, nam ad ram accessio 
/lei: sin /alaa^ refuMiom earum priorea tanto magU 
Btabilieniur.^ 

The assertion, that truth i» often no less dangerous 

than falsehood, sounds less olTensively at tlie first licaring, 

only because it liidcs its dcfonnity in an equivocation, or 

double meaning of the word truth. Wiat may be rightly 

f aifinueil of truth, used as s}'noniuious with vcrknl 

\ aciaiCi^'y» ^" transferred to it in its higlicr sense of 

\ venicity. By verbal truth wo mean no more than tlie 

correspondence of a given fact to given words. In moral 

truth, we involve likewise the intention of the speaker, 

that his woixls should corresi)ond to his tlioughts in tho 

* Oalil^u Sifnt, Cotm, p. 42. — Moreover, pliiloxophj itnelf cannot 
but derive licncfit from nuch diFcuiwionH. For if a man of genius An«l 
a lover of truth Wrngfi jnut jtoftitionM Wfore the ]»ublic, there ia a frcbh 
accowion to the Rtock of i>hiIo«v)phic inHi^ht ; but if erroneous jjositionii, 
the former truths will bj their confutation be established so much th€ 
uor« firmly. 

The origioal is in the following words : — 

La filonofia mtdttima now jmh $e ff on ricever henejizio ddllt noittrt 
dupnte ; jterchi it i noMri jtenaieri taranno rm, nuori aequiiti ti 
taranno fatti ; ae fahi^ cU rihu/tanjli^ mcguy (ormente trerrowM t««^ 
/trmat€Uprimftiof/rifu.^DiaL I. 44. Padov. ir^.— Ed. 
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sense in wliich he expects them to 1)c understood by 
others : and in this latter imi)ort we arc always sapitoscd 
to usi: the word, whenever we speak of truth abssoluteh't 
or ns a {losiiiblo subject of moral merit or demerit. It is • 

verbally true, that in the sacred ScriptUR'S it is n^iittcn : 
As is Iho ijootiy 90 is the sinner^ and he that sirrareth as fie 
that ftiii'cth an oath, A man hath no better thing tuukr 
tlie sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to he werry, 
Tiiere is one event vnto alt: the living know thetj sltall die, 
Imt tlie dead know not any thing, neither have they any 
more a reward.* But he who should rejwat those words, 
with this assurance, to an i^iorant man in the hour of 
his temptation, linj^orinj; at the door of the alch(msc, or 
hesitating as to the testimony required of him in the 
eiMirt of justice, would, spite of this verbal tnith, be a 
liar, and the murderer of his brother's conscience. 
Veraeity, therefore, not mere accuracy ; to convey truth, 
not merely to say it, is the jwint of duty in dispute : and 
the only ditliculty in the mind of an honest msm arises 
from the doubt, whether more than veracity, that is, the 
truth and nothing but the truth — is not demanded of 
him by the law of conscience ; whether it does not exact 
simplicity ; that is, the truth only, and the whole truth. j 

If we can solve this ditUculty, if wo can determine the ' 

wnditions under which the law of universal reason 
ei^mmands the commmiication of the tnith indci)cndently 
of couscciuenccs, we shall then l>c enabled to judge 
whether there is any such probability of evil consequences 
from such communication, as can justify the assertion ' 

^f its occasional criminality, as can peq>lcx us in the 
conception, or disturb us in the performance, of our duty. 
The conscience, or efTcctive reason, commands tlio 

• Eodek Tiii. 15 ; ix. 2, 5.^Ed, 
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dGsign of coiiTc^inp^ an adequate notion of the tiling 
spoken of, when this is practiciible : but at all events a 
right notion, or none at all. A schoolniaKter is under 
tlie necessity of teadiing a certain rule in simple oritli- 
metic cmpiricallr, — (do so and so, and the sum will 
always prove true) ;— the necessary truth of the rule — 
iliot is, that the rule Iiaving been atUiercd to, the sum 
must always prove true — rec|uiring a knowledge of the 
higher mathematics for its demonstration. He, however, 
conveys a riglit notion, though he cannot convey the 
adequate one. 
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TlaKvuaBlr, itdpra ^ir w^«X/f i, tcd^ra 9k fiXc(vr« T^ Ix**^*- *CI^\4m 

. nt¥ rhv 8f(i6i' &t'ipa, fiKdnru 54 rh¥ ^if73t»r fwMvrra vnv ^v«t tni 4w 

vatrrl fii-fiV' Xp^ b^ Koipov fidrpa fiScrou* o-o^'i|t yit^ wW^t ip9U El 

! AxAXARciiuti, apod StoUmiiii, Serm. xxxW.* 

j Gcnor.ll know1c(1:;c and readj tnlcnt nuiT be aC vcrj prcat benefit, 

, but tli<'y nia3r likeuixo \tc of vcrj great disNcrvicc, to the |ioi«i<cw<or. 

* Tliry are bi;:lily advantn;a'<)aK to ibc man of HOund jud;;iuciit, and 
I Uc)it«.'rou<« in a)t]*lyin;; lluiu ; but tboy iig'arc your fluent bolder-fortb 
i on all subjects in all C4»ni|)itnii>s. It ia neceKsiry to know the moasarcs 
I iif tilt* tiuif and ocawion : for tbi-s is the very lionnd;iry of wis<lom — 

• (that by vliieb it w defined, and (lixtin;niisl)cd fmni mere aliility). 
liut be, who without nv^rd to the nntitncNi of the time and Uie 

I uuilience will Koar in the bi^'h region of bis fancies with bix garhind and 
. Mii:;in': mU>N alK>nt him, will not ac(|uire the credit of MeriouKneRs 
' :iniiii>t frivolity, but will be condemned for his itillinesH, as the greatest 
idlor of the coui]iany because the most un^eoi^onablc. 

The moral law, it has been filicwn, ixjrraits an inadc- 

, quntc communication of nnsophisticatcd tnitli, on tlic 

! coiulitiim that it alone \h i>raeticable, and hinds us to 

[ silence when neither an adcfiuatc, nor even a right, 

; cxiH)Mtion of the truth is in our power. We must first 

j in<iuirc then, — what is neces-sary to constitute, and wliat 

may allowably accomi)any, a right tliougli inadequate 

Tunioii, — and, secondly, what are the circumstances, from 

which we may deduce the impracticability of conrejing 

oven a right notion ; the presence or absence of which 

circumstimces it tlierefore becomes our duty to ascertain. 



I 
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In answer to the first question, the c onscienc e deman 
1. lliat it should bo tlie wiHh and dcKijjn of the mind 
convey the truth ouly ; that if in addition to the ncp^al 
lorn implied in it8 inade<|natenc88, the notion comr 
nicated Kliould lead to any ]K)Kitive error, tlic cauKC 8lio 
lie in the fault or defect of tlie recipient^ not of 
communicatory whoiso imnmiount duty, wIiohc inah'enn 
ri^ht, it 18 to iircscn'c liis own intc[^ity,* the intej 
cliaractcr of hiH own mond lH;in<(. Self-resiiect ; 
rererenco which he owes to tlie presence of liumanitj 
tlie person of hiii neighbour ; the reverential uphold 
of the faith of man in man ; gratitude for the partici 
act of confidence ; and religious awe for tlie divine p 
poses in tlie gift of language ; are duties too sacred i 
important to be sacrificed to the guesses of an individi 



* The bcftt and moftt forciMc wnxo of a wonl in often thut, whici 
contained in its ctymolo«:y. The autlior of t)io pooniH, the Syna;;r>j 
frequently afBxctl to Herlicri'H Tcin]>Ie, pven the ori^nnal puqior 
the word 'inU>;;rity,' in the foHowing linen of the fourth Htoiua of 
•ighth poem ; * 

Next to Rincority, rcmenilter xtill, 

Tliott muHt rc;4o)vo ui»on into;;rity. 

God will liave all thou h.tst, thy mind, thy will, 

Thy thouglitA, thy worda, thy works. — 

And again, after some versca on constancy and humility, the p 
coDcludeH with«- 

ITe that doAircJi to ^ce 
The faec of Ood, in h'w reli;;ioii mtiKt 
Sincere, entire, com«t:int, and hum hie be. 

Haring mentioned the name of Hcrlicrt-, tliat model of a mar 
gentleman, and a clensyman, let me atld, that the quaintncwi of w 
of his thoughts, not of his diction, than which nothing can l»o n 
pure, manly, and unaflectcd, ha«t blinded modem readers to the g 
genend merit of his iKxims, which are for the most lart exquisite 
their kind. 
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concerning the advantages to be gained by the breach of 
them. 2. It is further nK^uircd, that the 8api)0sed error V 
sliall not be snch as will jKrvert or materially vitiate tlie ^ 
imi)erfcct truth, in communicating which we had unwil- 
lingly, though not i)erha])s unwittingly, occasioned it. 
A barbarian so instructed in the power and intelligence 
of tlic infinite Being as to bo led wholly ignonuit of his 
iDoral attributes, would have acquired none but erroneous 
notions even of the former. At the very \k^ ho would 
gain only a thcoi}' to satisfy his curiosity witli ; but more 
probably, would deduce the belief of a Moloch or a Baal. 
For the idea of an irresistible, invisible Being naturally 
])roduce8 teiTor in tlie mind of uninstructcd and unpro- 
tei*ted man, and with terror there vn\l be associated 
whatever has been accustomed to excite it, anger, ven- 
geance, &c. ; as is proved by the mythology of all 
Uirluirous nations. Tlwsniust l>e the ease with allj 
organized truths ; the comj[>oncnt partsderivc Uieir 8ig-\ 
nificancc_fix)in _thc idea of _thc whole. Bolingbroko ■ 
removed love, justice,^ and choice, from jjower and intel- 
ligence, and yet pretended to have left unimjiaired the 
conviction of a Deity. He might as consistently have 
jKinilyzed the optic nerve, and then excused himself by 
ullinning, that he had, however, not touched Uic eye. 

The third condition of a right though inadequate 
notion is, that the error occasioned 1)0 greatly outweighedX 
by the irajwrtimce of the truth communicated. The* 
mstic would have little reason to thank the philosopher, 
who should give him true conceptions of the folly of 
l)elieving in ghosts, omens, dreams, &c^ at tho price of 
abandoning his faith in divine providence, and in tlie 
continued existence of his fellow-creatures after their 
death. The teeth of the old serpent planted by the Cad- 
muses of French literature, under Lewis XV., produced a 
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plentconR crop of pliilosophcrs and truth-tnimpctc 
this kind, in the rci;^ of his nncecssor. They t 
many tniths, In'stoncul, ]N)litica], ]>hysiolo^ical, and 
Finstical, mul diiTuscd their notions m widely, thu 
very ladies and hairdressers of Paris heeame fhient 
cloiKxlists : and tlic sole priee whieh their seholan 
for these treasnres of new infonnati<»n, was to h 
Christianity an iin])ostnre, the Scriptures a for;:;er 
worslii^), if not the belief, of (mhI sni)erstition, hell a 
heaven a dream, our life without providence, aiu 
death without hope. They 1)eciune as ^ods as so 
the fruit of this Uiiiis tree of knowledge and lil)ei1 
o[icned their eyes to i>erceive that they were no 
than l)casts— somewhat more cunnin;^, jKThaps, 
abundantly more mist^hievous. "What can be cone 
more natural than the result, — that sclf-acknowl 
beasts should first act, and next suffer themselves 
treated, as boasts. We jud^^c by c(»nipnris(»n. To c> 
the frreat is to m.ij^iify the little. The disbeli 
essential wisdom and j(0(Mlness, necessarily ]nv]>ar( 
imairination for the supremacy of cunning' with inali; 
Folly and vice have their appropriate relij^ions, as >> 
virtue and tnic knowled'^e : and in some wav or 
fools will dance round the {,'oldon calf, and wickec 
beat their timbrels and kettle-dnims to,— 

— Moloch, liorr'ul klni;, l«c.«mc.iro<l with Mooil 
Of buiuan Kicriticc and jKircnU' tcan. 

ily feelinj^s have led me on, and in my illustral 
bad almost lost from my view the subject to be 
trated. One condition yet remains : that the crroi 
seen shall not be of a kind to prevent or imjKide tin 
I aajuircment of that knowledge which will remo 
Observe, how graciously nature instructs Iv^t \ 
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('1iiIJa*n. She cannot |pvc un tho knowledge dcrircd 
from siglit without occasioning^ us at first to mistake 
iina^res of Reflection for subKUinccs. But the veiy con- 
si^ucnccs of the delusion lend inentiibly to its detection ; 
and out of the ashes of the error rises a new flower of 
knowlotljrc. "We not only sec, but arc enabled to discover 
by what means we see. 80, too, we are under tlic neces- 
sity, in «riven circumstances, of mistaking a scjuare for a 
round object ; but ere the mistake can have any {iractical 
cNnisofiucnees, it is not only removed, but in its removal 
[ srives us the svinbol of a new fact> that of distance. In 
a similar train of thouglit, though more fanci fully, I 
f ini«rbt have elucidated the ]>rcceding condition, and have 
I aforrofl our hun^nng enlightcners and revolutionary 
; ampuiiUors to the gentleness of nature, in the osik amd 
. tlio l>coch, the dr}' foliage of which she ]mshcs otf only by 
i. llic ])ropnlsion of the new buds, that supply its i)lace. 
I 5Iv friends I a clothing even of withered leaves is Ivtter 
'; than baroness. 

I Having thus dctcnnined the nature and conditions of 
s a right notion, it reuiains to consider t!ie circumstances 
r; which tend to render the communication of it imprac- 

■ ticahle, and oblige us of course to absUiin from the 

■ aticmpt^-obligc us not to convey falsehood under the 
/ pretext of siiying tnith. Those circumstances, it is plain, 
I iiuist consist either in natuml or mond imiKxliments. 
9 The f(»nnor, hichiding the obvious gradations of con- 
. stitutional insensibility and derangement, piXK:lude all 
• tcmpt^itiun to misc<mduct, as well as all proliability of 
i ill consequences from accidental oversight, on the ^lart 
i of the communicator. Far otherwise is it with the 
' iin]xj<liments from monil causes. These demand all tho 
: attention and forecast of the genuine lovei-s of trutli in 
i the matter, the manner, and the time of their communi- 



cations piililk' and private i nnil these nro t!io (>v>\ 
nmtcriiilK wf tlic vain nnil tlic fiu-tiouK, Ofttmiiiie tliu 
the cliiiiiv i>r their niidic-ucoi ninl nf tlicir arRiinicntA, 
to OH-li iir;n»n'-'iit i;ivo ])otvor8 )iot iu own. Tliuy 
di»itiiir;iiisliiil>1u into Iwo miiiitt'», the Mtivamn fVom nh 

I- i hoAcver, moot urtoii Inxvhik! confluditt numcly, liiiidiiu'. 
1 from i[:m)niin;v, — (I lit'i-c ukc tlic word in nilniiim to 
liiihilH of r\-!i«c>iiiii;; iik ivi'll um to Urn ya-cvinn* knuM'lca 
rcfiuiNitc fitr tho duo coni]ircktinsii>n of the Rubjcct,> 
I mil hindmncc-H rnim proiloniinant iNiKsionK.* 

From tiulh Mium; iIigUjuk of coiia dign^ lynimnnds i 
to oUluin. Ixx'JinM «uch being the ipnoram-o mid wie 
tho paxKidiiitdrthcKRiiiKfficd andib>r8, wc> (mglit todcdno 
the itu]iiiiclii-uliility of cnnveying not otd}' adoinnUs Iml 
CTcii ri^lit nnlionx of our ovni convictionH : niucli Icn 
ducit it. |ii'niiit UN tn avail onm-'h-ex of the niiiiws of this 
imjiiTu-l iml >i lily in onlcr to jH-wiiru nominal iirasflj-tca, 
dell of ivlioin will luivt- a liiU'crcnt, tind all a false, con- 
ception of tlnwc notions that were to be ciinvcycd for 
their tnith'H tiake alone. ^Miatevcr is, or bnt for some 
defect in our niontl cliaracter would Imvc been, fnrcscca 
as prevcntinff tlio conveyance of our thou;^litn, makes the 
ftttcmpt on aut of self-contradiction : and whether tlic 
CinUy cnnse exist in our choice of unfit words or our 
choice of unfit anditoni, the rctinlt is tlie same and so is tlio 
guilt. We have voluntarily communicated falsehood. 

Thus, without reference to consequences, — if only one 
short digrcsaion !« cxcc]it«d — from tlic sole principle of 
sclf-conxistenec or moral integrity, we have evolved tlic 
clue of right reason, which wo arc bound to follow in tlio 
oommunieation of truth, Now then let mc appeal to 
the judgment and exiicrienco of tho reader, whether ho 

* 8m L>/ Sermon adilnuteJ la tlic liiglier and nldJA* «\M«*ft, 'f. \%. 
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who most raithftally adheres to tho letter of the law of 

conscience will not likewise act in strictest correqN»d- 

encc to tlie maxims of pmdcnoe and sound poliqr. I am 

at least unable to recollect a single instonoe, either in 

liistorv or in my ]x;rsona1 exiwrience, of a pre])ondcninoo jt 

of injurious consequences from tlie publication of any <f^ (j> 

truth, under the observance of tlie moral conditions aboYO v*^ • 

stated : much less can I even imagine any case, in whidi i^^*"^* 

tnitli, as tnitli, can be pernicious. But if tho asucrtor 

of tlie indiilcTcncy of truth and falsehood in tlieir own 

natures, attempt to justify his position by confining tho 

word truth, in the first insUmce, to Uie corrcsimndenoe 

of given words to given facts, without reference to tho 

total impression left by such wonls,— ^what is tliis more 

than to assert, that articulated sounds are things of moral 

indiirerency ; — and that we may rchite a fact accurately, 

and nevertheless deceive grossly and wickedly? Blilil 

related accurately Tom Jones's riotous joy during his 

lK!nefactor*s illness, only omitting tliat this joy was 

occasioned by the physician's having pronounced him 

out of danger. Blifil was not the less a liar for being an 

accunite matter-of-fact liar. Tcll-truths in the service 

of falsehood we find everj-^vhere, of various names and 

various occuiwitions, from the elderly young women that 

discuss the love alTairs of their friends and acquaintances 

at the village tea-tables, to the anonymous calumniators 

of litcrar}' merit in reviews, and the more daring malig- 

nants who dole out discontent, innovation, and (wnic, in 

])olitical journals : and a most pernicious race of liars 

they are ! But who ever doubted it ? — ^AVliy sliould our 

moral feelings be shocked, and tlie holiest words with all 

tlieir venerable associations be profaned, in order to bring 

forth a truism ! But Urns it is for the most part with 

thtf renders of startling paradoxes. In tho sense in 
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which they arc to gain for tlicir autlior tlie character of 
a hold and original tliinkcr, thoy are false oven to abRur- 
dity ; and the ionso in which they are trae and Imrmless 
oonyeyB fo mere a tmiam, tliat it even borders on non* 
aenac How often have wo heard ** The rights of man — 
hoira !— — The sovereignty of tlie \}qo\Ao — Imrra I ••— — 
roared ont by men who, if called nix)n in anotlier place 
and before another andienoe, to explain tliemselvcs, 
woold give to the words a meaning, in which the most 
monarchical of their iK>IiticaI op|X)ncnts wonld admit 
them to be^tmc, bat which wonld contain notliing new, 
or atnnge^ or stunnlant^ nothing to flatter the pride, or 
Idndle tho passions^ of the poixUaoe ! 
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At profanum mijfui Udwrum qmomotfo artcudum utt LSkriMmt 
noitrU juheamuSf «< coram mdigmU okmtiitteamit 8i ItujfMH^ «l 
dicitur^ emartuis utnmurt ektm/ UfftniMm qutqmi «o6iii tMminum 
joftt : $in alittr^ — Mhittn mereta crauU IndfftHmm dhmipmmmM^ $i 
IHamam noitram impmrU Av/m anm/t AtttmtibmM nmdmm jnt*- 
ferimui, JUspondm : — ad ineommodHaiei k^fatatadi CMtemfcj^ nee 
Orace nee Latine teribert apaa cK. S^fieiei, aa$ tices /itfc luof 
/kimc ti Uridiort ar^menlandi mithodo, SHjUkt^ twiioeeN/fr, 
utUittr Merijtsitte: crentHi td apitd lectorem, Nmjkt emptam td a 
nobii CicerjuiaHMM iaind Ik OJieiis, opua quod ocmper jHXnt Chris* 
liano dignum putabamua. Mirumf liUUna fadua fuerat famo' 
aiaaiMua, Crcdianef Vix: at quomodof Malif/no quodam, neacio 
quern, plena Maryine et anper teryo, anHotalam eat, cl exemplia, 
ealMmmiia potiu*, aujKrfortatum I Sic et qui iutroraum oritur tMjfaiM- 
mationea anitni vel Catoniauia {ne dicaia, aacroaanetia) jMffinia 
accipit. Omni aura moMt, otnnihua acripiia mena iguita, vearitar. 

RuDOLPiii LiNoii Kpi*it. ad nmicum qucmtbm Italicnm, 
in qua linpm ]iatruB et bodienuB usual defeudit et 
eruditia oommendai. 

Nee me faftit, ut in eorporibua hominum aie in animia mtdtiplici 
paatione affectia, medicamenta verborum muttia inffeaeia riatun iri, 
Sed nee Hhd quoque me prttterit, tU inriaibitea animoram morboa, 
aie inriaibilia eaaf. remediam Palaia opinionibua eircHmremti vtria 
aenle.ttiia liberandi aunt, at qui aadi/endo ceeiderant audiendo eon- 
Murgant. 

Prriuacn. Frrfat. in lib. de remed. ntriuaque 
fortnnie^ tub fin. 

But bow are wc to f^anl aj*ain»t the beid of promiaeuouii readci* ! 
Can we bid our books be silent in tlie prcfeoet of the unworthj f If 
we employ wliat are called the dead languages, our own jcenius, alas I 
becomes tLit and dead : and if we cmbodj our tbou;{hts in the words 
aatire to them or in which they were cooceived, we divulge the secrets 
of >Unenra to the ridicule of blockheads, and ex|iose our Diana to the 
Aetasons of a seuMual age. I reply : that in onlcr to aroid ineon- 
Tenienocs of this kind, we need write neither in Greek nor in Latin, 
it will be enough, if we abstain £rom appealing to the bad passions 
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and lov Appetite^ ami eonfiiia oanolTei to a 111101]/ eonseqnont method 
if reaaoning. 

To bavo written imioeently, and for wise pnipoaen, it all thai ean 
be raqnired of na : the erent lies with the reader. I ]»areluiMed lately 
Cieero'a work, De OJUiiMt whieli I had always oonmdcrcd as almont 
worthy of a Chriiftian. To mj soriwiM it hod liecome a moat fla;(rant 
libet Kay I hat how I — Some ono, I know not who^ oat of the frait- 
IbbieM of his own malipiity, had filled all the mai^dna and other bUnk 
apaees with annotations— a trae saperfwtJition of examplei^ that ia, of 
filae and sluiderons talea! In like manaer, the shire of impnre 
desires will tarn the pages of Cuto^ not to say, Scri|»tore itaclf^ into 
oeesMons and excitements of wanton inuifnoations. There is no wind 
hat fiuis a Toleano, no work bat fi'uds a comliustihlo mind. 

I am well aware, that words will ap)icar to many as iiicfficaeioas 
medicines when administered to minds a;;itatcd with manifold patMions, 
as when they are mattered by m-ay of charm over l)odily ailments. 
Bnt neither does it e*eapo me, on the other hand, thai as the diHcaNoa 
of the mind are inTwihle, invimble muni the remedies likcwiKc lie. 
These who have been entnipiicd by falxe o])inions are to Iw liberat'cd 
by ooarineing traths : that thus having imbi1«d the poison throagh 
Ike ear they may reeeire the antidote by the same channel. 

That onr elder writers t4) Jeremy Taylor inclusively 
quoted to excess, it would be the ver}' blindness of par- 
tiulily to deny. XForc tluin one ini;;lit be mentioned, 
whose works are well characterized in the words of ilil- 
ton, as a ])aroxysm of ciUitions, i);nni)ered metaphors, and 
aphorisming iKthmti^'. On the other hand, it seems to 
me that wc now avoid quotations with an anxiety that 
oficnds in the contrary extrcme. Yet it is the l)ejinty 
and indeix^ndent worth of the citations far more than 
their appropriateness which have made Johnson's Dic- 
tionarj' jwpnlar even as a reading book, — and the mottoa 
with the translations of them are known to add consider- 
ably to the value of the S|)ect^tor. With this conviction 
I have t4iken more than common pains in the selection of 
the mottos for the Friend : and of two mottos equally 
ap])ro]»riate i>refer always that from tlic book which is 
least likely to Imve come into my readers* hands. For I 
often plewsc myself with the Auicy, now Uvat 1 \vi*^^ Wn^ 
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saved from oblivion the only striking passago in a wholo 
volume, and now that I may have attracted notice to a 
writer undeservedly forgotten. If this should be attri- 
buted to a silly ambition in the display 'of varions 
readinpr, I can do no more than deny any oonscioafqiiOKS 
of having been so actuated : and for the rosti I most 
console mm'lf by the reflection, that if it be one of tlio 
most foolish, it is at tlie same time one of the most 
harmless, of human vanities. 

The passages prefixed lead at once to the qnestion, 
which will {irobably have more than once occurred to tho 
reflecting reader of the {^receding essay. Uow will these 
rules apply to the most imi)ortant mode of communi- 
cation ? to that, in which one man may ntter his 
thoughts to nn-riads of men at the same time, and to 
m)Tiads of m}Tiads at various times and thn>u«;h succes- 
sions of generations ? IIow do they njiply to authors, 
whose foreknowledge does not iufonn them wlio, or how 
many, or of what descrii>tion, their readers will be ? 
IIow do tliese rules a])ply to books, which once published, 
arc as likely to fall in the way of the imx>m])etent as of 
the judicious, and will be fortunate indeed if they are not 
many times looked at through the thick mists of igno- 
rance, or amid the glare of prejudice and {lassion ? — I 
answer in the flrst place, tliat this is not universally 
true. The readers are not seldom ))icked and chosen. 
Uelatirms of certain i>retendcd miracles i)erfonued a few 
years ago, at Ilolpvell, in consef|Ucnce of prayers to tho 
Virgin ilary, on female servants, and these ri'lations 
moralizeil by the old Roman Catholic arguments without 
the old Protestant answers, have to my knowledge been 
sold by tnivelling iXMilars in villages and farm-houses, 
not only in a form which placed them within the reach 

of tho narrowest means, but sold at a price less tlian 

1 s 



62 THE FRIEND. 

tlicir prime cost, nnd doubtless, thrown in occasionally 
as the make-wei^lit in a bar<^in of pins and Ktay.ta]X). 
Shall I Ix; told, that the publishers and reverend autho- 
rizers of these base and vul<^ar delusions had excited no 
choice as to the purchasers and readers ? liut waivin*^ 
tliis, or nither having first pointed it out, as an imi)ortant 
exception, I further rcj^ly, — that if the author have 
clearly and rightly established in his own mind the class 
of readers, to which he means to address his communi- 
cations ; and if l>oth in this choice, and in the jmrticulars 
of the manner and matter of his work, he conscientiously 
obsen'e all the conditions which reason and conscience 
have l>cen shewn to dictate, in relation to those for whom 
the work was designed ; he will, in most inst4mccs, have 
effected his design and realized the desired circumscrip- 
tion. Tlie jM>stlunnous work of Spinozii — {/J/hira online 
gromrtrico (ktiwnstrala) — may, iiulcod, accidentally fall 
into the hands of an inconi]>otcnt reader. Hut, (n(»t to 
mention, that it is written in a dead language), it will be 
entirely hannless, because it must needs l)o utterly unin- 
telligible. 1 venture to assert, that the whole first bc'ok, 
Dc I)coy might be read in a literal Kughsh translation to 
any congregation in the kingdom, and that no individual 
who had not been habituated to the strictest aiul most 
laborious processes of reas<ming, would even susjtect its 
orthodoxy or piety, however heavily the few who listened 
might comphiin of its obscurity and want of interest. 

This, it may be objected, is an extreme case. But it 
is not so for the jircsent puri>osc. I am si)oaking of the 
probability of injurious consecjuences from the conmiinii- 
cation of truth. This I have denied, if the right means 
have Uvu adopted, and the necessiuy conditions adhered 
to, for its actual comnumication. Now the truths — that 
is, the iHjsilions believed by the author to be tniU\§< — 
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conveyed in a book aro cither cridcnt of thcmaclrcs, or 
8nch as require a train of deductions in jiroof ; and tho 
latter will bo either such truths as are authorised and 
gcuemlly received ; or such as aro in oiviiosition to 
received and autliorisod opinions; or histljr, positions 
))rcsented as truths for the appropriate test of examina- 
tion, and still nnder trial, adhiw in Hie, Of Uiis latter 
class I aflinn, that in no one of tho three sorts can an 
instance be brought of a preponderance of ill-oonso- 
(jucnces, or even of an eqnilibrinm of advantage and 
injiir}' from a work, in which tlie understanding alone 
has been aiiixmled to^ by results fairly deduced from just 
prcmi^^scs, in terms strictly appropriate. Alas! lejnti- 
mate reasoning is im}K)ssible without severe thinking, 
and thinking is neither an easy nor an amusing employ- 
ment. The reader, who would fallow a close reasoner to 
the summit and absolute princii^e of any one im[K>rUuit 
subject, has chosen a chiunois-hnnter fur his guide. Our 
guide will, indeed, take us the shortest way, will save us 
many a wearisome and i)erilous wandonng, and warn us 
of many a mock rosid that had foimerly led himself to 
tite brink of chasms and jirecipices, or at best in an idle 
circle to the »\K}t from which he started. But he cannot 
carry us (m his shoulders : we must stnuu our own 
sinews, as he has strained his ; and make finn footing on 
the smooth rock for ourselves, by the blood of toil from 
our own feet Examine the journals of our humane and 
zealous missionaries in Hindostan. How often and how 
feelingly do they describe the difficulty of making the 
simplest chain of reasoning intelligible to the ordinar}' 
natives : the rapid exhaustion of their whole ))Ower of 
attention, and with what ^min and distressful atVort it is 
exerted, while it lasts. Yet it is amongst individuals of 
this class, that the hideous j>ractices of self-torture chiefly, 
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indeed almost cxclasivcly, prevail. I if folly were no 
easier timn wiMloin, it being often so xer}* much more 
gricroofs how eertjiinly mi«^ht not these miserable men 
be conTcrted to Christianity ? But alas ! to swing by 
hooks {wssed throngh the bac*k, or to walk on shoes \rith 
nails of iron pointed npward on the soles, all this is so 
much less difficnit, demands so very inferior an exertion 
of the will than to think, and by thought to gain know- 
ledge and tranquillity ! 

It is not true, that ignorant persons have no notion of 
the advantages of truth and knowledge. Tliey see and 
confess those advantages in the conduct, the immunities, 
and the sniwrior i)ower8 of the ix>s8essoi*s. AVcre these 
attainable by {lilgrimages the most toilsome, or i)enanees 
the most jminful, we shoidd assuredly have as many 
pilgrims and as many self-tormentors in the senice of 
true religion and virtue, as now exist under the tyranny 
of Papal or Brahman suiKirstition. Tliis iueflieacy of 
legitimate reason, from tlie want of fit obji^ets, — this its 
relative weakness, and how nan-ow at all times its imme- 
diate s]»here of action must be, — is proved to us by the 
imi>ostors of all professions. Wliat, I i)ray, is their 
fortress, the roek which is both their (piaiTy and their 
foundation, fn^m which and on wliicli tliev aix; built ? — 
Tlie desire of amving at the end without the elfort of 
tliought and will, which are the ai)}H>inted means. Let 
us look backward three or four centuries. Tlien, as 
now, the great mass of numkind were govenicd by the 
three main wishes, the wish for vigour of body, including 
the absence of painful feelings r-for^weallh, or the 
lK)wer of procuring the external conditions of bodily 
enjcymont, — these during life ; and security frum pain 
and continuance of ha])piness after death. Then, as now, 
men were desirous to attain them by some easier means 
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than tlioso of tcmpcranccy indnstiy, and utrict justice. 
They gladly thcrcforo applied to tho priest, wlio oonld 
iu-surc them happiness hereafter without the pcrfonnanoe 
of tlieir duties hero ; to tho lawyer who oonld moke 
money a substitute for a right cause ; to tlio physician, 
whose mctlicincs promised to take tlie sting out of the 
tail of their sensual indulgenoes, and let them fondlo and 
play with vice, as with a clmrmed serpent ; to tho alcho- 
mist, whose gold-tiucturo would enrich them without 
toil or economy ; and to the astrologer, from whom they 
could purehoice foresight without knowledge or reflection. 
Tho established professions were, without exception, no 
other than licensed modes of witdicruft. Tlie wizards, 
who would now find their due reward in Bridewell, and 
their appropriate honours in the pillorj*, sat tlien on 
cpiscoiml thrones, candidates for saint^hip, and already 
canonized in the belief of their deluded contemporaries ; 
while Uic one or two real teachers and discoverers of 
tnith were exix>sed to the hazard of fire and faggot, — a 
dungeon the best shrine that was vouchsafed to a Roger 
Bacon * and a Galileo ! 

* " It it for biii oonotry, not his order, to glory in tho man wbom 
tliat onler condemned to impruionment, not for hiii tuppohed nkill in 
magic, but for those opinions which he derired ffx>m stad/ing the 
Scriiitoren, wherein he wan renwd beyond nnj other peraon of hit 
age. — South IT*! ColfftqHteM, riii. 

And KO the note there.— Im/. 
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Pruy, why in it, that parqile say that mcD are not such fools now-a- 
days as they were in the days of yore f I would fain know, whether 
yoo would hare us nndentand by this Kame myin}!, as indeed you 
h^eally may, tliat (brmerly, men were foohs and in tliis generation are 
t^^en w'lm I Uow many and what diNixwitionH madu them fools f 
Uow many and what dixiioyitions were wantin;; to make 'cm wi»ol 
Why were thone fools f llow should tbcso Ih) wine 7 Pmy, how came 
yon to know that men were formerly fools 7 How did you find that 
th^ are now wise f Who made them fools f Who in IIcaven*s name 
made ui wise f Who d*ye think are moKt, those that lorcd mankind 
fooliiih, or tho«o that lore it wise I Uow long has* it lieen wise f Uow 
long otherwise f Whence proceeded the fon'going folly f Whence the 
folluwin;; m-indom 7 Why did the old folly end now and no later 7 
Why did the modem wisdom licgin now and nn Hooner 7 Wlint were 
we the worse for the former folly 7 What the Itetter for the Huccee<ling 
wiMlom 7 How should the ancient folly have come to notiiing 7 How 
should this same new wimlom lie Htiirted u]! and cstitMishiMl ? Now 
answer me, aii't please you !— KmiLiis' rrt/ace to hia 5th Book, 

ilONSTERS and mudmcii e«anouize<l and Galileo blind 
in a dun<^eon ! * It is not so in our times. Heaven be 
)>raised, that in this resiKct, at kast, we are, if not 
better, yet Ixjttor of]', than our forefathers. But to what, 
and to whom (ynder Providence) do we owe the ini- 
provcmtnt? To any radical chanj^e in the moral 
affections of mankind in general ? Perhaps the great 

* This is not strictly accurate. Galileo was Hcntenced l>y the Inqui- 
sition at Home, on the 2'Jnd of June, 1033 ; and, a!thon>!h his right 
eje had Wen fonucrly alTccted, be did not Itecomc hliiid till the end 
of 1637. Uis confinement, likewiw;, in the proi>er priHou of the Inqoi- 
sition, was merely noioinal, although the reMtrietions under which he 
was kept to the end of his life, were of the most distressing and 
iiguriotts description. — £d» 
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majority of men are now fully conscioos that thqr uo 
bom with the god-like faculty of reason, and that it is 
the business of life to derelopo and apply it?— The 
.Jacob*s ladder of truth, let down ftom heaven, with all 
its numerous rounds, is now the common liighway, on 
which we arc content to toil upward to the objects of our 
desires ? — AVe are ashamed of expecting the end witliout 
the menns ? — In order to answer these questions in the 
ainrmative, I must have forgotten tlie animal mag^ 
iictists ;* the proselytes of Brothers, and of Joanna 
Southeoto ; and some thousand fanatics less original in 
tlieir creeds, but not a mi more rational in tlicir expoo- 
tntions ; I must forget the infamous empirics, whose 
advertisements |K)llute and disgrace all our news|>ai)cr8, 
nnd almost pai)er the walls of our cities ; and the 
veiuling of whose jwisons and [loisonous drams — with 
sliame and anguisli be it si)oken — supports a shop in 
ever}' market-towTi I I must forget that other reproach of 
tlic nation, that mother-vice, tlie lottery ! I must forget, 
that a numerous class plead pnulencc for keeping their 
fcUow-mcn ignorant and incaiuible of intellectuul enjoy- 
ments, and the revenue for upholding such temptations 
as men so ignorant will not withstand, — yc& I that even 
senators and officers of state put forth the revenue as a 
sufiicient reason for upholding, at ever)' fiftieth door 
tlirougliout the kingdom, temptations to the most 
))emicious vices, which fill the land with mourning, and 
lit the lalK)uring classes for sedition and religious 
fsmaticism ! Above all I must forget the first years of 
the French revolution, and the millions throughout 
Euro^Hs who confidently exi)ccted the best and choicest 

* Recanted aiiioe 1817. After sabinetiDg aU ezaggenitcd or donliifiil 
tcAtimoiiHst, Um vtMitniablc facts are m iiii|K>rtaii( m tho/ ara ntr* 
prixing. « 
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Rsolts of knowledge and rirtnc, niunclf, liberty and 
nnivcnal pcnco^ from the rotes of a tumultaons afusembly 
*-4hat i«» fiom the moclianical agitation of the air in a 
large romn at Paris— and this too in the most light, 
unthinking, sensual, and iirofligate, of the Euroiiean 
nations^ — a nation, the rciy plirases of whose language 
are so eomixMed, that they can scarcely speak without 
lying ! — ISo I Let us not deceive ourselves. Like the 
man who used to pull off his ]iat with groat dcmonstra* 
tion of retqiect whenever he s]K)ke of himself, we arc 
fond of styling our own tlie enlightened age : though ok 
Jortin, I think, has wittily remarked, Uic golden age 
would be more appropriate. But in spite of our great 
scientifio discoveries, for which praise be given to whom 
the praise is due, and in spite of that general indiflTcrcncc 
to all the trutlis and all the principles of truth, thnt 
belong to our i^rmancnt l)cin<;, and therefore do not lie 
within the sphere of our senses, — that same indillorencc 
which makes tolcnition so easy a virtue with us, and 
constitutes uino-tenths of our pretended illumination, — it 
still remains the character of the mass of mankind to 
seek for the attainment of their necessary ends by any 
means rather than the apiK)inteil ones ; and for this cause 
only, that the latter imply the exertion of the reason and 
the will. But of all tilings this demands the longest 
apprenticeship, even an appaniticcsliip from infancy ; 
which is generally neglected, l)ecause an excellence, that 
may and should belong to all men, is expected to come 
to evci^' man of its o^^ti accord. 

To whom then do we owe our melioratcil condition ? 
— ^To the sutccisivftJia)' in everj' age, — more indeed in 
one generation than in another, but relatively to the 
mass of mankind always few, — who by the intensity and 
[igrmanence of their action have comyHiw^loi 1\^\ N}sv^ 
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limited sphere, within which it is at any one time 

intelligible ; and whose good deeds posterity rovercnoes 

in their results ; though the mode, in which we repair the 

inevitable ii-astc of time, and the style of our additions, 

[ too generally ftimish a sad proof, how little wo nnder* 

stand the principles. I ap|x»l to the histories of the 

Jewisli, the Grecian, and the Bomau reiNiblios to the 

rcoonls of the Christian Cliurdi, to the hi^oiy of Europe 

fnim the treaty of Vresti)halia, 1G48. Wliat do they 

contain but accounts of noble structures raised by the 

wisdom of the few, and gradually undermined by the 

[ ignorance and profligacy of tlie many ? If therefore the 

t <leficioncy of good, which everywhere surrounds us, 

: originate in the general unfitness and aversion of men to 

^ the process of thought, that is, to continuous reasoning, 

, it must sua»ly be absunl to apprehend a prciwndcranco 

of evil fn>m works which cannot act at all except as far 

as thev call the reasoning faculties into full co-exertion 

with them. 

> Still, however, there are tniths so self-evident, or so 

> inunediatdy and i>al[)ably deduced from those that are, 
; or arc acknowledged for such, that they arc at once 
. intelligible to all men, who |)ossess the common advan- 
i tagcs of the social state ; although by sopliistr}', by evil 
j habits, by the neglect, false {x^rsuasions, and imixistures 
; of an anti-Christian priesthood joined in one conspiracy 
I with tlie violence of tyrannical governors, the under- 
I standings of men may become so darkened and their 
i consciences so lethargic, that a necessity will arise for 
; the republication of thesi) truths, and tliis too with a 
i voice of loud alarm, and inqtassioned ^vaniing. Sucli 

were the doctrines proclaimed by the first Christians to 
; the Pagan world; such were the lightnings flashed by 
i WicklilT, Huss, Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius, Latimer, and 
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othcns acroMi the Papal darknces ; and such in onr own 
times the agitating truthiii witli wliich Tliomas Clarkson, 
and hia excellent oonfcdeiatcis the Qnakcnsi fonght and 
oonqncrcd the legalized bandiiii of mcn-stcalers, the 
nmncrona and iiowcrflil ixsqietratoFB and advocates 
of rapine, mnrder, and (of blacker gnilt than either) 
riareiy. Truths of this kind being indisix^nsnblo to man, 
Gonsidcrcd as a moral being, are above all ox|)edicnce, all 
accidental consequences: for as sure as God is holy, and 
roan immortal, there can be no evil so great as tlic 
ignorance or disrpgard of them. It is the very madncKg 
of mock prudence to opiiose the removal of a |)oisoncd 
didi on aixM>unt of Uie ideasant sauces or nutritioiu 
viands which wonld l)e lost with it I The dish contains 
destruction to that, for which alone we ought to wish tlic 
palate to be gratified, or the body to be nourished. 

Tlie sole condition, therefore, imposed on us by the 
law of ojnscience in these cases is, tUat.we.cmplpj^no 
unworthv and heteroscucous means _to. realize tlic 
necessan* end, — that we cntnist tlic event wliolly to tlie 
full and a(le<|Uate promul^rntion of tlie tnith, and to those 
genenms alVet'tions which the constitution of our 
moral nature has linked to the full iKjix'eption of it. Yet 
evil may, nay it will, be occasioned. Weak men may 
take ofleuce, and wicked men avail themselves of it; 
though we must not attribute to the promulg-ation, or to 
the truth promulgiited, all the evil, of which wicked men 
— ^l>redetermine<l, like the wolf in the fable, to create 
some oc*casiou — ^inay choose to make it the pretext. But 
that there ever was, or ever can be, a preiK)uderance of 
evil, I defy either the historian to instance, or the philo- 
sopher to prove. " Let it fly away, all that chafTof light 
faith that can fly off at any breath of temjitation ; tlie 
cleaner will the true grain be stored up in the grauux^ <^C 






E8SAT Vin. 61 

the Lonir— wc are entitled to say witli Tertnllian:* 
and to exclaim with heroic Lather, — ^^ Scandal and 
otfcnce ! Talk not to mo of scandal and offence. Need 
brciiks through stone wall8» and rocks not of scandaL 
It is my duty to spare weak consdenocs as fiir as it may 
be done without haaeard of my souL ^Vhere not» I must 
tike counsel for my soul, though half or the whole world 
should be scandalixod thereby."! 

Luther felt and preached and wrote and acted, as 
beseemed a Luther to feel and utter and acL Tho 
truths, which liad been outraged, he ro-proclaimed in tho 
spirit of outraged truth, at the behest of his conseienoo 
and in the sen>'iee of the God of trutlu lie did his duty, 
come £^00(1, come evil I and mode no question, on which 
side the pR'|K>nderance would be. In the one scale there 
was gold, and impressed thereon the image and sniicr- 
scri])ti<m of the universal Sovcreis^. In s\ll the wide and 
ever-widening commerce of mind with mind throughout 
the world, it is treason to refuse it. Can this have a 
counter-weight ? The other scale indeed might have 
seemed full up to the ver}' balance-yard ; but of what 
wortli and substance were its contents ? "Were they 
ca|)al)lc of l)oing counted or weighed against the former ? 
The conscience, indeed, is already violated when to moral 
good or evil wc opix)sc things possessing no moral 
interest. Even if the conscience dared waive this her 
preventive tr/o, yet before we could consider the twofold 
results in the relation of loss and gain, it must be known 

* Arolcnt, quantum vofent, paJeoB levetjlflci quoeunqne afflntu ttnta^ 
tlonutn/ eo pnrlor moMta frumenti in horrca Domini rtponeimr. 
Do rncMcript. adroni. Ilaerutio. I. c 3. — Ed, 

t Acrytrniu kin, Atrffcrniu her/ Nolh hrickt Eisen, nnd hat 
heiu Aerfftrnistt, IrX toil dtr tehwaehen Gewiuen trhonen m fern 
et ohne Gcfahr wuintr Seelen tfetcheken man. Wo nicht, r> ioll iek 
mciner Seelcn rathtn, u acrgtrt «ic4 daran di$ ganu odtr kalb€ WeiL 
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mliethcr their kind is tlio same or cqairnlcnt. Tlicy 
miut first bo Talncd, and then tlioy may bo weighed or 
eonntod, if thqr arc worth it But in the jwirticular ease 

. at proHcnt before ub, the Iohs in contingent and alien ; 
tho gain cHscntial and the trce^s o^^ii natural produce. 

. The gain is iwrmanent^ and spreads through all times 
and places ; the loss but temporaiy, and owing its veiy 
being to vice or ignorance, vanishes at tlie a])prQach of 
knowledge and moral improvement. The gain reaches 
all good men, belongs to all that love light and desire an 
incrcaKO of light : to all and of all times, who thank 
Heaven for tlic gracious dawn, and exjiect tho noon-day ; 
who welcome the first gleams of spring, and sow their 
fields in confident faith of the riixsning summer and tlic 
rewanling harvest-tide I But the loss is confined to tho 
nnenliglitened and tho prejudiced — say ratlier, to the 
weak and tho prejudiced of a single generation. The 
prejudices of one age arc eondciuned even by the preju- 
diced of tlie succeeding ages : for endless are tlie modes 
of folly, and tho fool joins the wise iu iMissing sentence 
on all modes but his own, AVho cried out wiih greater 
horror against tlie murderers of the Proi»het8, than tliose 
who likewise cried out, Crucify him I Crucify him ! — 
Prophet and Saviour, and Lord of life, Cnicify him! 
Crucify him ! — The tnith-hatei's of ever}' future genera- 
tion will call tho tnith-haters of the preceduig ages by 
tlieir true names : for even these tho stream of time 
carries ouwanl. In fine, tnuh considei*ed in itself and in 
Uic efiects natural to it, may be conceived as a gentle 
spring or water-source, warm fmm tho genial earth, and 
breathing up into the snow drift that is piled over and 
around its outlet. It turns the o])stacle into its own 
form and chanicter, and as it makes its way incrca5GS 
its stream. And should it be arrested in its course by a 
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chilling season, it sufTcn delay, not loss, and waits only 
for a chongo in the wind to awaken and again xoll 
onwards :— 

/ Hmpliei puMtori 
Snt VetftiomMroto 
Fmtii cum c eamrfi^ 
1/ ailo tinpor mn muii, 
JVimarfo ml ftmSe OM^rvM 
II Poeom pddU umori / 
Po$em fuieiHU yli omori 
Jkir Hmu nnffMtlu e «rr€Cf«, 
Cl€'lAdda,MiTtM!uo 
Svrertkia in wo etunmimOif 
Cke umpU ml wutr *« ^frkia, 
de «i tpHWiOf € n 9K9mmf 
OUffiindacmrvma/* 

' The simple shepherds grown bent and hoary*headcd 
on the suowy Vesolo, are mute i^ith deep astonishment, 
^;:azing in the overshadowed foimtain on the Po with his 
scanty waters ; then hearing of the honours of his con- 
fined and narrow urn, how he receives as a sovereign the 
Adda and the Tesino in his course, how ample he 
hastens on to the. sea, how he foams, how mighty liis 
voice, and that to him the crown is assigned.' 
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* Ckiabrera Rime, xxriiL "Bat falHchood,** eontinoet Mr. C, 
'* w fire in stalible ; it likewiso tarns lUl the ligbl Ktuff around it into 
iU own RotMUince for a moment, one crackling blaiing moment, — ami 
then dicM ; and all its conrerts are scattered in the wind, witliont plaoe 
or evidence of their ezistcnoe, as TicwIesH as the wind which scatters 
them.**— Lit. Kern. toL L Omuumo.— £c2. 



ESSAY IX. 

Great men have WrW nmnn;; uh, hcadn that plnnn'd 

And tongiicK thai uttcr'd wiMlom — l)cttcr none. 
• • • • • 

Even Ro doib Heaven protect lui ! 

W0RI»SW0RTU. 

r" Ix the prcccclin^if essay I have explained tlic jjfootl, that 
y ift, tlic natural eonsequenees of the in'oniuljijatifm to all 
N of tnitlw whieh all are lK)un<l to know and to make 
known. The evils oceasioned hy it, with few and r:n*c 
/ icxeeptions, have theii ori^rin in tlie attempts to suppress 
^ Jor ]K'n'ert it ; in the fury and violoncc of imposture 
attacked or undermined in her st ron^rliolds, or in the 
extra vajranees of i;rnoranee and credulity roused from 
their lethar*ry, and an^^ay at the medicinal disiurhanee — 
awaking, not yot broad awake, and thus hlcndinj^ the 
monsters of uneasy dreams witli the real objects, on 
which the drowsy eye had alternately half oi)ened and 
close<l, ajrain half-opened and a;rain closed. This re- 
action of deceit and superstition, with all the troiddo and 
tumult incident, I would compare to a tire which bursts 
forth from some stitle<l and fcrinentinj* mass on the first 
admission of li;;ht and air. It r<^ars and blazes, and 
converts the already siK>ilt or damaj^ed stuff with all the 
straw and straw-like matter nein* it, first into flame and 
the next moment into ashes. Tlie fire dies awav, the 
ashes arc si*attered on all tlie winds, and what be^an in 
worthlessness ends in nothininiess. Such are the evil, 




Umt iit, tbo caEoal cooKijucnccj of the ttninc proniiiU 
gatioii. 

It argnes a narrow oe oorrniit nntnre to la-io si^ht of 
tlic general and larting consctiiicncCA of niro mid vir- 
tnons energy, in tlio brief itciniluiiln, wliicli nuc(iiiiiHiiiiu>l 
its first niorotnenfat — to aci ligtitly hy tiio einancI|iiU.ion 
of tlio Unmoa reason froni a Icftion of dcviltt, in oar 
coniplnints and lamentations over ilic low of a licrd of 
swine I The Cnuuncn, IltimixknK, and Sidneys,— tlio 
counsellors of oar Elisabeth), nii>l the iricnds of our otiicr 
f^Tcat delircna- the third Willinm, — is it in rain, Utat 
tliCM.- liavc been our coontnuicn ? Arc wo not tlio Iiure 
of their good deeds ? Aiid wh.it nrc nolilc deeds Imt^ 
noble tmtlis realized ? An I'rottxiUuHii, uh Kn^liNlmicn, -^ 
as tlic inlieritors of so anqilc an estate of might and 
right, an estate so strongly fcnce<l, so richly plaiitcil, by 
the sinewy arms and dauntless hearts of our forcfathcnt, 
wc of all othciB have goml cause to tnist in the truth, 
yea, to follow its jnllar of fire thronp;]i the darkness and 
the desert, even tliongh its light should but suflice to make 
lis certain of its own presence. If there lie elsewhere 
men jeiilons of the light, wlio jiropliesy an excess of evil 
over goo<l from its manifestation, wc arc entitled to ask 
them, on what experience they ground their Wlings ? 
Our own countr)- bears no truces, onr owti histoT}* 
contains no rcconls, to justify them. From the great 
atms of national iilumination wc date the commencement 
of our main national odvantagcB. TIio tangle of dclu- 
sions, wliich stifled and distorted the growing tree, hare 
been torn away i the parasite weeds, thnt feil on its veij' 
rrtots, hnvc I>een plucked np with a salutar}' viclcnco. To 
us there remain only quiet duties, the eousLint care, tho 
gradual improrement, the cautious, nuhikzonlous, laboon 
of the industrions though contented ganlcncr — to pnuie. 
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to cnptifty and one by one to remove from its learcs and 
frcidi shootK the nlng and tlic catoqullar. But far Ixs it 
fh>m UA to andenralne with li^i^lit and HcnwlesH detraction 
the consicncntidus lianliliowl of our ])rudcccssons or even 
to condemn in them that vehemence, to niiich the blesft- 
in^ it won for us leave us now neither temptation nor 
pretext Tliat the vcn* tcrmjs with wliich the bi^t or 
tlic hirclin;^ wonUl hhicken the first imblinhera of poli- 
tical and rL*Ii<^ionM tnitli, are, and deserve to l)e, hateful 
to as, we owe to the effectK of its publication. We ante* 
date the feelin<p< in onlcr to criminate the authors of 
our tranquillity, opulem*e, and secnrity. But let ns be 
aware. EflTects will not^ indeed, immediately diHa]>pear 
with their camtes ; but neither can they lon<( continue 
without them. If by the rece]>ti(m of tnith in the spirit 
of truth, wc liocamc wlint wc arc ; onlv bv tlic retention of 
it in the name spirit, <*an we remain what wo are. The 
narro'v wjjis that form (»ur lM>undarics, — wliat were tlicy 
in times of old ? The convenient hi;:hwny for Danish 
and Xonnan pinites. "Whj't are they now ? IStill but a 
"span of waters." Yet they rA\ at the base of the 
inisled Aranit, on which the ark of the hope of Euro^ie 
and of civilization rcste<l ! 



Kvcn KO doth God protect qh, if wc )« 
VirtuouH :uid wi}«c. WiiulM blow and wntcrR roll, 
FtrLMi;:th to the hntvc, nnd |K>wor and doity : 
Yet in thcutHclveM arc notliinj; I One di*4*reo 
8i«ikc laWH U» them, and Haid that by tho soot 
Only tho OJitioiiH Hhall bv great and free t 

WORMWOETn. 



ESSAY X. 

I clcn^r D"^ '■Bt tlutt li in nf pmlmt cnnecmntnt in tlio clinnsh ddiI 
nHnmnBTcalUi Is ban a Tigiliint tje hov bookii dsumn thcuudira 
ax nfll M men ; and tkerrancr to oinEiie. iiii)>riaini, anj da idianot 
jiulice an them m MakCietaiv. For twnka arc nnt alanhitrl; iluid 

ll.ingM, Int ila coataia a pnuuc)' of Xlte in i)ii;m to t..- m nrtin m ihnt 
■nul vai wbnsc l>rogaiT iln ^ i '.'.]...■'.■ i. ^- :\. ::.~ In a (iol 

the iwmt cfficncj and < "- ' i tlj:it 1>nit 
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■l-rin; up arincil moo. And jei 
n>cil, M good nJmort kill a mnn mi kill a good Look. Who kilh a Baa, 
kills a n'Monalilv civnlnn. (Jod'a iuuigv ; Imt lie vbo Jcilmja a good 
Iwnk, killK rcAKon itMli; kill* the imngc of God, lu it wim in tlic cjY. 
}laii; a mnn live* a liarthcn to the earth ; Imt a lennd hook i* the 
lireeiolu lifi;-l>l<i'>d of a nin>(«r Hpirit, amiAlmcd and Inawutvd np on 
|mqir«: to a life liejond lile.— UlLtok'a Sj^ttek /or lit Uitrlf of 
uHlianted priHliny. 

TiifH Tar then I liare been (xinJuctin^ a canBc between 
nn individuul and his onm mind, IVocccding on tbo 
conviction, that to man is entrusted the nature not tlic 
rcsiilt, of his actions, I have prcsn|>|)oscd no calculntions_ 
I have {ircsumcd no foresiglit.— Introduce no contradic- 
tion into thy oun consciousness. Acting, or abstaining 
from action, delivering or vitliholding th]r tlioughts, 
nliatsocvcr thou doest, do it in singleness of heart. In 
all things, tliercforc, let thy means corrcsiiond to Hij 
puqiose, and let the purpose be one with tlio purport. — 
To this principle I have referred the sapposcd individual, 
and from tliis principle solely I have deduced each par- 
ticular of his conduct. As far, therefore, as the court of 
conscience extends,'— and in this conrt alone I liaTo been 
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plcadinjj hitherto, — I have won the cause. It has been 
decided, that there is no just ground for apprehending 
mischief from truth communicated conscientiously, — that 
is, with a strict observance of all the conditions required 
by the conscience ; — that what is not so communicated, 
is falsehood, and that to the falsehood, not to the truth, 
must the ill conse(|uences be attributed. 

Another and altogether diiferent cause remains now to 
be i»leaded ; a diflerent cause, and in a different court. 
The parties concenied arc no longer the well-meaning 
individual and his conscience, but the citizen and the 
state — the citizen, who miy be a fanatic as pnibably as a 
plnlosoplicr, and the state, which concenis itself with the 
conscience only as far as it appears in the action, or still 
more accurately, in the fact ; and which nmst detennine 
the nature of the fact not merely by a nile of right 
fonned from the modificntion of ])articular by general 
consequences, — not mcrc'y by a ])rinci]>lc of compromise, 
that reduces the freedom of each citizen to the common 
measure in which it becomes coni])atil)le with the freedom 
of all ; but likewise by the relation which the facts bear 
to its, — the stateV,— own instinctive princii)le of self- 
preservation. For every (lo]H>sitory of the supreme ])0wcr 
must ]iresnine itself rightful : and as the source of law 
not legally to be endangered. A form of govenimcnt 
may indeed, in reality, be most j>eniicious to the go- 
verned, an<l the highest moral honour nniy await the 
patriot who risks his life in order by its subversion to 
introduce a better and juster constitution ; but it would 
be absurd to blame the law bv which his life is declare<l 
forfeit. It were to exjiect, that l>y an involved C4)ntra- 
diction the law should allow itself not to be law, by 
allowing the state, of which it is a part, not to be a state. 
For, as llooker has well observed, tlic \vv>\\ js^^ .\s\g^:^ 
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actions i s oney if they be rcgpectcd only m ib«i t md 
imotlicr, whm ^ey are conaidcred m pnrta pf ^ h^ 
jiolitic.* 

But though cTciy goTemineut snbristing in 1aw,«— ibr 
])nrc lawless despotism grounding itaolf whoUj on tomr 
prcehides all oonsideration of duty, — though eveiy go* 
vcnimcnt subsisting in law mnsti and ought to, regafd 
it^lf a8 the life of the body politic, of which it ia the 
Iicad, and consequently must punish OTory attcnqit 
against itself as an act of assault or mindery that ti^ 
RHlitiou or treason; yet still it ought ao to aocure the 
life as not to pnevent Uie conditions of ita growth, and 
of that adaptation to circumstanccsi without whidi ita 
very life becomes insecure. In the application, there- 
fore, of these principles to the (mblic communication of 
ojiiiiions by the most eflicient mean, — we have to decide, 
whether consistently with them there sliould be any 
lil»crty of tlie press ; and if tliis be answered in the 
adinnative, what shall be declared abuses of that liberty, 
and made jmnishable as such ; and in what way the 
general law shall be a]>plied to each ])articnliir case. 

Firsts then, ought there to be any liberty of the press ? \ 
I do not here mean, whether it should he i^rmitted to ' 
print books at all ; — for this essay has little chance of 
Ixring read in Turkey, and in any other i>art of Euroiie it 
aumot be sn])ix)sed questionable — but whether by the 
npiK>intnicnt of a censorship the govemment should take 
uiK)u itself the res[)on8ibiIity of each ixirticular publi- 
cation. In governments purely monarchical, — ^that is, 
oligarchies under one head, — the balance of advantage 
and disadvantage from this monopoly of the press will 
undoubtedly be affected by the general state of infonna- 

* EocL FoL I. xfi. 6.— JSU. 
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tion; thon;;h after raiding Milton^ii ^Siicocli for the 
liberty of unlicensed iirintinii^ ** * we Bhall probably be 
inclined to believe, tliat the bcRt ar^unent in favour of 
liccnsin*^ under any eonrtitntion is that, which miiipoffinjir 
tlio ruler to have a difTurcnt interent from that of his 
oountiy, and even from himself as a rcaitonablo and 
moral creature, grounds itself on the incomiiatibility of 
knowledj^c with folly, opiircssion, and degradation. What 
our iiro]rfietic Harrington said of religions, a])i>lies equally 
to literar}', toleration : — ** If it be said that in Franco 
there is lilierty of conscience in part, it is also ])lain that 
while the hierarchy is standing, this lilK»ty is falling, 
and tliat if ever it comes to imll down the hierarchy, it 
pulls down that monarchy also : wherefore the monarchy 
or liierarchy will lie lieforehnnd with it, if they see their 
tnie interest." t On the other liand, there Ih no Kh«(ht 
danger from general ignorance : and the only choice, 
which Providence has graciously left to a vicidus govcni- 
mcnt, is either to fall by the ]>co])lc, if they are suflercd 
to iKHTonie enlightcncfl, or with them, if they are kept 
enf'laveil and ignorant. 

The natiu'c of our constitution, since the Kcvolntion, 
the state of our literature, and the wide diffusion, if not 
of intellectual, yet of literan', ]>ower, and the almost uni- 
versal interest in the productions of literature, have set 
the question at rest relatively to the British press, 
Uowever great the advantages of previous examination 

• Ily aun mile fwi doU tovjourt eourrir tovt cf qne ton ptut dtrt 
et toHt re qn'on j>eiU entire du droit den ptujda ft de reltn det prince*^ 
9iti ne a*aeef»rtlftit Jamais §i bieu entemble que dans le tileHce,^Mm. 
da Ciud. de KcU. 

Ilntr pcren a Kitirc where it cad Ihs JQittly Applied I how fiUse And 
OAlamnioiu if luCAnt as a general UAxim t 

t 8jft. of Politics, YL 10.— £</. 
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iiii«^Iit l)C under other circuniKtanccs in this oonntiy it 
would 1)0 l>oth in[ii)ractieablc and incflicicnt I need only 
i(u<rge.st iu broken sentences — the prodi^ons number of 
liccusiTs that would be requisite — the variety of tlicir 
ottninmcnts and — inasmuch as tlio scheme must be 
made consistent with our religious freedom — the ludi- 
crous variety of tlieir principles and creeds — ^Uwir num« 
l)or bciug so great, and each aivpointcd censor being 
Iiiniscif a man of letten^ quis eustodiet tjtsos nisioile»f 
It' these nuinerous licensers liold their olKces for life, and 
iiulq»ciulently of the miuistry/;ii9 irmjtore^ a new, hetcro* 
goncous, and alarming jx)wer is introduced, whidi can 
never 1)o assimilated to the constitutional lowers already 
exist in;^ : — if they arc removable at i»leasun*, that which 
is heivtieal and seditious in l^OO, mav become orthodox 
and loyal in 1810 ; — and what man, whose attainments 
and moral ivsi)ectability gave him even an enduniblc 
claim to this awiul tnist, would accept a situation at 
once so invidious and so precarious ? And what insti- 
tution can retain any useful influence in so free a nation 
when its abuses have made it contemptible ? Lastly, 
and which af itself would snftice to justify the rejection 
of such a plan — unless all proi)ortion IkjIwccu crime amd 
punislnnent were almndoned, wliat ixaialties c*ould the 
law attach to the assumj^tion of a lil)erty, which it had 
denicil, more severe than those which it now attaches to 
the abuse of the lil>erty, which it ;n^its ? In all those 
instances at least, which it would be most the inclination 
— ivrhaiw the duty— K)f the state to prevent^ namely, in 
seditious and incendiar}' publications,— (whether actually 
such, or only such as the existing government chose so 
to denominate, makes no ditlerencc in the ar^cunient) — 
the publisher, who hazanls the punishment now iL^signcd 
to seditious publications, would assuredly hazard the 
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pcnalticB of unlicensed ones csixscially as tlic rcry prac- 
tice of licensing; wonid natnrnlly diminish the attention 
to the contents of the works published, tlie cliance of 
impunity tliereforo be so much {rrcater, and the artifice 
of prefixing an unauthorised licence so likely to escape 
detection. It is a fact, that in many of the fonner 
German states in which literature flourished, notwith- 
standing the establishment of censors or licensens tliree 
fourths of the l)ooks printed were unlicensed — even those, 
the contents of which were unobjectionable, and where 
the sole motive for evading the law, must have l)cen 
cither the pride and delicacy of the author, or the indo- 
lence of the lKM)kselier. So ditlicult was the detection, 
so various the means of evasion, and woi'se than all, fVom 
the nature of the law and the aifitrnt it (filers to the 
])ride of human nature, such was the merit attache<l to 
the bivach of it — a merit coinnicnciii^ pcr]iai>s with 
Luther's liible, and otlior ]»n»liii)i(od works of similar 
jnvat minds, published with no dissimilar puq)osc, nnd 
thence by many an intcrme<liate link of assoeiatic^n 
finally connected with IwMiks, of the very titles of which 
a giKul man would wish to ixnuain i«rn(»rant. The inter- 
dictorv' catjdoj^ues of the Uomish hienuvby always pre- 
sent to mv fancy the muster-rolls of the two hostile 
annies of ^liehael and of Siitan printed promiscuously, 
or extractetl at haphazard, s;ive only that the extracts 
from the fonner ajn»ear somewhat the moixj numerous. 
And yet even in Xajilcs, and in Rome itself, whatever 
difficulty oc^cunt in ]»roeurin;; any aiiiele catalogued in. 
these fonnidable folios, must arise cither from the 
scarcity of the work itself, or the Jibsence of all interest 
in it. Assuredly theix* is no dilliculty in obtaining from 
the most rcsi>ectable l)ooksellers the vilest pmvocatives 
to the basest crimes, though intcnu\\^ \n\\Xv ^gcw&\!SK^« 
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{lOons on the heads of the church, the rcligknu ordan, 
and on rcli|:^ion itself! Tlie stranger is invited into an 
inner room, and the inoscribed wares proscntod to him 
with most significant looks and gestnres, impljring the 
linzard, and the necessity of secresy. A crudiuUe 
English bookseller would deem himself insulted, if sndi 
works were even inquired after at his slio}). It is a well* 
known fact, tliat with the monmfhl exception indeed of 
IMih'tical provocatives, and the titillations of vulgar envy 
jn-ovidcd by our anonymous critics, the huithsome articles 
sire among us vended and oflTcred for sale almost exclu- 
sively by forcigners. Such are the sahitar}' eflccts of a 
iVec i»rcsK, and the generous habit of action imbibed 
from the blcsscil air of law and lilwrty, even by men who 
ncitlicr understand the principle, nor feel the Hcntinicnt, 
«»f the dignified purity, to which tluy yield ol>eis;mce 
from the instinct of chamdcr. As thoiv is n nati(m«il 
guilt which can be charged but gently «>n each indi- 
vidual, so arc there national virtues, which can as little 
Iw iiaputcnl to the individuals, — no where, however, but 
in countries where lil)erty is the presiding influence, the 
universal mrtUmn and mrns/nium of all other excellence, 
moral and intellectual. Admirably doth the admirable 
Petrarch admonish us : — 

Xec sibi vtro qinsqitam /also jfrrsitadraff (i>8 qui pro 
iiitfrfttfe fxcultant^ atque hnrhtius ihaerUt reijnM'rm jfrtties 
iiu^riphmf^ alinnnn agerc nftjotium ; s ft ton (tt/tt/tf, J a hnc 
ftna reponiia sibi omnia non'nt omneSy fcntrilairm mtrcntor^ 
tjhriam mileSf vfififafnn atjricoh. Poatrcmo^ in eatlrm 
itligiosi artremonias^ otittm sfudioifif rnjuirm scne^^ rtttli" 
menla digrijfiinarum ]nien\ nitjtfias jntelltr^ jnt/iirifiatH 
Mafrontr^ gmuUtan omnes invenient, • • • • //idc ftpii 
nliqua mfant cura ! Si bane omitiitin^ in quanfaiibei 
ocrnpafioM nihil agitit : si huic incumbitis^ eiii nihil agtrt 
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viilnniniy cumulale famen d civium ct virorum impkvistis 
officiff,* 

Xor let any one falsely jxirsuadc himself, that those 
who keep watch and ward for liherty, arc meddling with 
thin^^s that do not concern them, instead of mindinj^ 
their own Imsinesa. For all men should know, that all 
blessings are stored and i)rotected in this one, as in a 
common repositor}'. Hero is the tradesman's security, 
the soldier's honour, the agriculturist's profit. Lastly, iu 
this one good of lilierty the religious will find the |)er- 
mission of their rites and fonns of worship, the students 
their learned leisure, the aged their re^wse, boys the 
rudiments of the severjil branches of their education, 
maidens their chaste nuptials, matrons their womanly 
lionour an<l the dignity of their modesty, fathers of fami- 
lies the dues of natural affection and the sacred privi- 
leges of their ancient home, every one their hope and 
their joy. To this one solicitude therefore let all other 
cares yield the pnority. If you omit this, be oecui)ied as 
much and sedulouslvas vou mav, vou are doin«r nothing: 
If you ai»])ly your heail and strength to this, though you 
seem to be doing nothing, you will, nevertheless, have 
been fultilling the duties of citizens and of men, yea, in a 
measure jn*essed do\Mi and nuining over. 

I qtioto rdnirch often in tljti Iiojkj of drawing tlio attention of 
RcholarH to Itin inr.stiinal'Ie Luin >vritin;.'M. Let lue aild, in tlie wish 
likcwino <»f reroninK*n«liu4 to tlie London imblishcrs a translation of 
aelect i«ass.aLTH fn»»u hin triMtisos and littiTs, If I exoo|»t tlie Gorman 
writin-,"* and ori^'inai K'ttcrn of the Iicroic LutlnT, I do not ruraeinltcr a 
work from which so delightful and iuMtructivc a volume might be 
comidlcd. 

• Pdrnrch, Ejnut. 4.'», nd NicUanm (rlhuvum vrhi:* ahnrr novis- 
nimnni ct ad pft/*ufiim Uuinnnvm. TIte translation contains clauses 
referrinsf to exi»rc!*.«»ionB, which in the second editioni weri: wvMi\\>i,\Sxv 
the LitiD quotation by Mr. C biiusclf. — £d. 



To giTt tha tiiM bcnttollir al> . ., _ 

nin), tlint li« wBm ketfa Vntrh aiid vunl for fiwtnn, hut to (lunl 
n^ilut tiro i.'MniieN tin d»>jv>tiHB of tlic Icir nnd tlic JoiiKilmB iif tlM 
nuinj — bat ispcciBllj u Ike |imcat 4aj a^uut tbc nfCuiiliant* of ill* 




ESSAY XI. 

Xemo tero faHatHr^ quati minora ulnt animontm rontaffia qtian 
corporam. Mitjoi'a gnnt ; ffi'anu$ Itcdnnt ; at tins dcstxiuluntf Mcr 
jtaufque iateniias. — reiKJiRc-ii. Dc Vit. Solit. L. i. tract. 3. c. 4. 

And let no ninn lie dcccivcil as if the conti\;;ion.-< of the w>ul were Ics; 
than those of the hoily. Tliey are yet j;rcater ; they convey luor 
direful di.sc;u«CM ; they Kink deejter, and cree]i ou more unsusin:ctedly. 

AVe have nlmndant reason then to infer, tliat the lav 
of En^^land lias done well and eonehided wisely in pro 
ceedin;^ im the prineiple so elearly worded by ^lilton 
"that a book should be as freelv admitted into thi 
world as any (jther Ijirlh ; and if it prove a monster, wli< 
denies but that it mav justly be birnit or simk into tli< 
sea?** "We have reason then, I re|>eat, to rest satisiitM 
with our laws, whieh no more prevent a book eomin; 
into tjie world uniieeiiscd, lest it sliould prove a libel 
than a traveller fn»m ]»assinjx iin<|uestioned throu^di ou 
tunii»ike ^'ates, beeause it is possible he may be a hi.trh 
wayman. Iimoeenee is presmned in both eases. Tin 
pnblieation is apart of the oHenee, and its nceessary eon 
dition. AVords are moral aets and words delibcrateh 
made publie the law eonsiders in the same light as an; 
other eoj;nizal)le overt act. 

Here, however, a dillieulty presents itself. Theft 
rol>bery, murder, and the like are easily defined : th' 
ile^Tees and eireumstanees likewise of these and simila 
actions arc definite, and eonstitutc speeifie olfeuec? 
described and punishable each under its own w^wvi, "^ 
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liavc only to prove the fact and identify the oiTcndcr. 
The intention too, in tlie j^at majority of cases, is so 
clearly implied in the action, tliat the law can safely 
adopt it as its universal maxim, that the proof of the 
malice is included in the proof of the fact ; es^xxiially as 
the few occasional exceptiont? liave their remedy provided 
in the pa»rog:ative of pardon entnistcd to the supreme 
mn^istrate. But in the case of libel, the dc«:^ree makcH 
the kind, the circumstances constitute the criminality/ 
and both de«^es and circumstcances, like the ascending 
'\ shades of colour or the shooting hues of a dove's neck, 
die away into each other, incapable of definition or 
; uutlinc. The eye of the undei'stjxnding, indeed, sees the 
i (letenninate diflerence in each individual case, but lan- 
l jriiaj^c is most often inadequate to express what the eye 
p i>ci*coives, much less can a general statute anticipate and 
l>re-dcfine it. Agjiin : in other overt acts a charge dis- 
l jn'ovcd leaves the accused either guilty of a diflcrent 
fault, or at best simply blameless. A man having killed 
. a fellow-citizen is acquitted of murder ; — the act was 
manslaughter only, or it was justifiable homicide. But 
when we reverse the iniquitous sentence i>asse<l on 
Algernon Sitbiey, during our penisal of his work on 
government ; at the moment we deny it to have been j\ i j 

traitorous libel, our beating hearts declare it to have ' [ 

' l)ecn a benefaction to our coimtr)', and under the circum- 
Ktances of those times the jK^i'fonnance of an heroic duty. 
From this cause, therefore, as well as fix)m a libel's being j 

a thing made up of degi'ces and circumstances, — and ^ 

tlie.se too, discriminating oftcncc from merit by such dim 
and ambulant boundaries, — the intention of the agent, 
wherever it can be indeixiudently or inclusively ascer- 
tained, must be allowed a great share in detennining the 
j character of the action, unless the law is not only to bo 
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divorced from moral justice, but to wngo oix^n Iiostilih 
against it.* 

Add too, that lairs in douhtful ]x>int« arc to be inter 
prctcd acconlinji: to the design of the legishitor, when 
this can bo certainly inferred. Ihit the hiws of England 
which owe theirown present supremacy' and ab»tohiteness t( 
the good sense and generous disiKisitions diilused by tlu 
press more, far more, than to any other single cause, mnsj 
needs l»c presnme<l fiivounible to its general influence 
Even in tlic penalties attache<l to its abuse, we must 
sup]M)se the legislature to have l)een actuated by tlic 
desire of iircsen'ing its essential privileges. Tiic press it 
indiflcrently the passive instrument of evil and of good ; 
nay, there is some good even in its evil. ''Goo(1 and 
evil we know," says Milton, in the SiKicch from which I 
have selected the motto of the precetling essay, " in the 
field of this world grow up together almost inseparably ; 
and the knowledge of gooil is so involveil and interwoven 
with the knowledge of evil, and in so many cunninj: 
resemblances hanlly to Iw discerned, that those confused 
seeds which were iin[>osed on Psyche as an incessant 
lalxmr to cull out and sort asunder, were not more inter- 
mixed." — "As, therefore, the state of man now is, what 
wisdom can there be to choose, what c(»ntinence to 
forlK?ar, without the knowledge of evil ? He that can 
apprehend and consider vice with all her baits and 
seeming j)leasures, and yet abstain, and yet distinguish, 
and yet prefer that which is tndy better, he is the true 
way-faring Christian. I cannot praise a fugitive and 
cloistered virtue, unexercised and unbrcathed, that never 
sallies out and sees her adversaiy.*' — " That virtue, thcre- 

* Acennlin;; to the oM tuinsc : you arc not )i.inp;cd for ftealing a 
bon^ but thai hones may not lie Ktolon. To what extent tbui in trw, 
I iihall Lato 0CC4UU0U to ezuiniDe hereafter. 
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fore, wlucli is bat a yonn^i^lin*;^ in the contcmplatkm of 
evil, and knows not the ntniost that %icc promises to her 
follo>vons and rejects it, is but a blank Tirtiie» not a 
pure." — " Since, therefore, the knowlcnlge and snnrcj of 
vice iH in this world so neccssaiy to tlic constitating 
of Iniinan virtae, and the scanning of error to tlio oon« 
fimmtion of truth, how can we more safelj and with 
IcsA danger scout into tlie regions of sin and falsity, than 
by reading all manner of tractates, and hearing all 
manner of reason?** — Again — but, indeed tlic whole 
treatise is one strain of moral wisdom and political pm- 
dencc : — ** Why should we then aflect a rigour contnuy 
to the manner of flod and of nature, by abridging or 
scanting those means, which Ijookrs freely jwrmittcd, arc 
lK>tIi to the trial of virtue and tlie exercise of truth ? It 
would l>e iKitter done to learn, that the law must needs 
Ik) frivolous, which goes to restrain tiling's uncertainly, 
and yet equally, working to gcKxl and to evil. And were 
I the chooser, a dnmi of well-doing hhouUl Ihj ])rcferred 
Ix'forc many times as much the forcible Inndnuice of evil- 
doing. For God, sure, esteems the growth and comple- 
tion of one virtuous ixjrson, more than the restniiut of 
ten vicious." 

The evidence of historv is strong in fiivour of the 
same principles, even in resjK'ct of their exiXMliency. 
The average result of the press from Ilenr}' VI II. to 
Charles I. n'as such a ditfusion of religions light as first 
redeemed and afterwards saved this nation from the 
si>iritual and moral death of Popery ; and in the follow- 
ing period it is to the press that we owe the gradual 
ascendancy of those wise political maxims, which casting 
philosophic truth in the moulds of national laws, customs, 
aud existing orders of society, subverted the tjTonuy with- 
out suspending the government^ and at length completed 
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the mild and salutary revolution hy the establishment of 
the house of Brunswick. To what must wc attribute 
this rast ovcr-balunce of good in the general effects of tlio 
press, but to the over-balance of virtuous intention in 
those who employed the press ? Tlie law, therefore, will 
not refuse to manifest goo<l intention a certain weight 
even in cases of appirent ern)r, lest it should discourage 
and scare away those, to whose efforts we owe the com- 
parative infrwpiency and weakness of error on the whole. 
Tlie law may however, nay, it must, demand, that the 
external proofs of the author*s honest intentions should 
be supported by the general style and matter of his work, 
and by the circumstances and mode of its publication. 
A passage, which in a grave and regular disquisition 
would \)C blameless, might become highly libellous and 
justly punishable if it wei*e ap])lied to ])resent measures 
or pei'sons for inmie<liate puqK)ses, in a cheap and jKipn- 
lar tract. I have seldom felt gi'cater indignation than 
at finding in a large mannfactoiy a sixiK-'uny ])anipldct, 
contiiinhig a selection of inflammatory paragrajJis from 
the i)r(»se-\\Titings of Jlilton, without a hint given of tlio 
time, cK'casion, state of govcnnnent, and other circum- 
stances under wliieh they were written — n<»t a hint, that 
the free<lom, which we now enjoy, exceeds all that 
Jlilton daR'd ho|)c for, or deemed pmcticable ; and that 
his |M»litical creed stendy exchided the jiopulaee, and 
indcHid the majority of the ])0])nlation, from all jn'cten- 
sions to |>olitieal power. If the manifest bad intention 
would constitute this ]»ublication a seditious libel, a goo<l 
intention equally manifest cannot justly l>e denied its 
share of influence in ])ro<lucing a eontrarj' verdict. 

IIcix; then is the diflieultv. From the ver>' nature of a 
liWl it is im]K)ssible so to define it, but that the most 
meritori(»us works will be found included in the descri\|- 
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lion. Not from any defect or imdno severity in the 
pnrticninr law, bat from the Tcry nature of the offence to 
be gnanlcd ngamst^ a work recommending rofimn by the 
only rational mode of recommendation, that ii^ by the 
detection and ex|K)eare of cormjition, abuse, or incapi^ 
city, might, though it should breathe the b(»t and most 
unaduUcrated English feelings, be brought within the 
definition of libel equally with tlie vilest inccndiaij 
pamphlet^ tiiat CTcr aimed at leading and misleading the 
multitude. Not a paragraph in the Morning Post during 
the Peace of Amiens^ (or rather the experimental tmoe 
60 called,) — though to the inunortal honour of the then 
editor, that newsimjier was the chief secondary means of 
producing tuo miexanipled national unanimity, with 
which the war was rc-commcnccd and has since been 
continucil, — not a i>aragniph warning the nation, as need 
was and most inii)crious duty commanded, of tlic i»erilous 
designs and imslccping ambition of our neighbour, the 
mimic and caricaturist of Charlemagne, but was a punish- 
able libel. The law of \\\k\ is a vast aviary, which 
encages the awakening cock and the geese whose alarum 
preserved the Capitol, no less than the babbling magpyc 
and ominous screech-owl. And yet will we avoid this 
seeming injustice, we throw down all fence and bulwark 
of public decency and public o])inion ; political calumny 
will soon join hands with private slander ; and eveiy 
principle, eveiy feeling, that binds the citizen to his 
country and the s|)irit to its Creator, will be umlenuined 
— ^not by reasoning, for from that there is no danger ; 
but — ^by the mere habit of hearing them reviled and 
Bcoffed at with impunity. Were we to contemplate the 
evils of a rank and unweeded press only in its eiTect on 
tlie manners of a i)eople, and on the general tone of 
thought and conversation, the greater the love which we 
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bore to litcrataro and to all the means and instnuncnts 
of hnman improrcmcnt^ the greater would bo tlio eamcst- 
nc88 with which wo should solicit the interference of 
law: the more anxiously should wo wish for some 
Ithuriel spear, that might remove from the ear of the 
pablict and expose in their o^n fiendish shape, those 
reptilei^ which inspiring venom and forging illusions as 
11^7 list, 

thcncraiiie 
At lean diitempered, diMontenicd. thonghti^ 
Yaia hopm, nua simi^ iBordimUi dosim. 

?AMADUM Lost. 
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Quomodo aufem idfiUurmn tit, ne quit imcredihiU mvhknlm^ 
dam, Imprimit mmiipiieabkur rtffnHu^ ti •nmma rtnm 
})tr plurhfioi diuipalm d eoncMa miHuetur, Tume ditevrdim eMtm 
in perpdHum Hrtntur, nee ulia nquiet bdlis exitimlihM triif dmm 
rtffu decern pttriter txiMtani qui orUm ttrrw, nom md r^ftmdmw^ $§d 
ad eonsHmemlum, partiantur. Hi exercitibmt in immtntmm CMMfli% 
et agroruvn cultibut dc^utii, qmod eti principium tvtniimit if cImNi^ 
ditpcrdent omnia, d e»jiiiiiiMiicN<; el rorabunL Tnm v t f er iU miwtn mB 
tot hottit potenlittimHt ab fxtrtmit JinibHt piegn tqdtniritmalii 
orietur, qui tribut tx to numero ddetit qui tune Atiam obtiuebumi^ 
attumetur in tocietattm a caterit, ae prinrtftt omnium ewttitu^ur, 
Jlie inMuttentabili domtHatione rtxahii orbtm ; dirina ti AiiiMaiia 
mifccbil ; infanda didu et execrabilia motietur; nom eontUia in 
peefore tuo volutabit, ut prajmnm fiU conj^ituat imperinm ; lt*ftt j 

commuiabit, tuat tanciet; contamiuabit, diripitt, tpoUabit, oeeidtt, 
Dtnifiuc immutalo nomine, atqne iinjterii tedt tramhtta, confutio ae 
pertHrbatio kumani yeneris eontequetur. Turn vert defetteUfiie, atqut 
abomiuandum tempu* exittet^ quo nulli kominum tit wita juemndn,-^ 
Lactavtius <le Vii& JkatA, hih, vii. o. 16. 

Bat lest ih'w should 1« docmcd incrcdi))1c, I wi!i show the manner 
in which it it to take place. First, there will he a maltijilication of 
iiKic]icndeiit novcreipitics and the NU|ireine masiKtmey of the empire, 
aeattcred und cut up into fra;;ment^ will be enfeebled in the exereite 
of |iowcr by law and aathority. Then will be sown the sccdn of dril 
disoorda, nor will tl.erc bo any rent or paase tci wantcfnl and minoiu 
wan ; while the soldiery kept together in imukenite atanding armioii, 
the kin{;s will cnwh and Liy waate at Uicir will ;— nntil at length there 
will riao up a^piinat thorn a moKt pniasant military chieftain of low 
birth, who will have conc>rded to him a feUowahip with the other 
■ovcrcigna of the earth, and will finally bo eonatitatoid the hend of all. 
Tills man will luinuw the civilised world with an inaapportAble dcxiwtism, 
he will eonfound and eomiuix all things a|Hritaal and tcm|tonJ. He 
will form plana and [»repamtions of the moat excerable and saerilcgioiu 
nature. He will bd for ercr noatleasly turning oTer new aehemca in hi* 
imajpnaticn, in order that he may fix the imperial iwwer orer all in 
hb own name and iHwsoNsion. He will change the former Uws, he will 
■uwtioB A oode of hia own, he will ooataminiiie, pillaco^ laj waste and 
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At kngUi, wkea kt Ims neeMdcd Im tht obaiist of 

aad tHH wd in Um tnuMfer of the omI of onpiri^ iliere will feHow a 
coafMoa mhI pcit«ri«lkNi of tbo kvnmii fieo; then will then bo for 
* whilo M ma of home and abonination, daring wfaieb bo aaa will 
a^iogr Ills lUb in qiiot— • 

larrERFOAE this csmy as an historical oommcnt <m Uie 
imds ^ mimic and caricaturist of Charlemagne,'* as 
ajqiliod to tho despot^ whom sinoo tho time that the 
imds were first printed, wc hare, thank HcaTcn I soo- 
ocedod in encaging. The motto contains one of tho 
most striking instances of an uninspired prophcqr Ail- 
filled ercn in many of its mrVit/ZiVe, that I recollect oror 
to hafe met with : and it is hoped, that as a curiosity it 
win reconcile my readers to its unusual length. But 
though my chief motive was that of relicTing, by tho 
variety of an historical pnrnllcl, tho scries of argument 
on this most importnnt of all subjects, the communi- 
cability of truth, yet tlic essay is f.ir from being a digres- 
sion. Ilaving giving nttcrancc to quicquid in rein iam 
maleficam indhjnatio dohrqm dirfarent^ concerning the 
mischiefs of a lawless press, I held it an act of justice to 
give a i)ortrait no less lively of the excess to which the 
remorseless ambition of a government might go in 
aecumulating its oppressions in the one instance before 
the discovciy of printing, and in tho other during the 
suppression of its iVeedom. 

I have translated the follo^ving from a voluminous 
German work, Michael Ignoz Hchmidt's History of the 
Germans, from Charles the Great to Conrade I. ; in which 
this extract forms tho conclusion of the second chapter 
of the third book. Tlie late tyrant*s close imitation of 
Charlemagne was sufficiently evidenced by his assumption 

* Thii trnnfflatinn baa ozpremionii referring to aomo worda inscrtod 
bj ibo aaibor in tho Latin quotation in tho imTioaB cditiona.— Jli. 



of tho iron crowa of Italy, hj bis in^eriil 

with tlie prosenoe and authority of tbe Holy nttMi^ If 

his imperial robe aabioidonsd with bocs in eider to 

him as a snooeiaor of Fepin, and eren by bk 

revocation of Chttkaiagno*8 grants to tbe Bfatep of 

Bomc Dot that the difiimnoes might be Mb Ukewiaii 

I hare profiled the tnuudation with the ftiw ibDoirivf 

obscnrationa. 

Let it be lemembeted then, that GhaifanagM^ to 
the greater part» ereatod f<»r himself tho meana of wfaioh 
he availed himadf ; that his veiy edncation was hie oiim 
work, and that nnUke PMcr tho Great, he ooold find M 
assistants ont of bis own realm ; tiiat tho nnoonqoenUe 
courage and hcroio dispositions of the nations he con* 
qnercd, supplied a proof positive of real suix^rioritj, 
indeed ilie sole positive proof of intellectual ix)wery in a 
warrior: for how can we measure force but by the 
resistance to it ? But all was prepared for Buonaparte ; 
Eurc^ weakened in the veiy heart of all human strength, 
namely, in moral and religious principle, and at the 
same time accidentally destitute of any one great or 
commanding mind: tlie French people, on the other 
hand, still restless from revolutionary fanaticism ; their 
civic enthusiasm already passed into military passion and 
the ambition of conquest ; and alike by disgust^ terror, 
and characteristic unfitness for freedom, ripe for the 
rooqiUon of a despotism. Add too, that the main 
obstacles to an unlimited system of conquest, and the 
puiott id universal monarchy, had been cleared away for 
him by his pioneers the Jacobins, namely, the influence 
of the great Iand*holders, of the privileged and of the 
eommereial dasses. Even the naval successes of Great 
Britain, by destroying the trade, rendering useless the 
eehnies^ and ahoMt annihilat.ing the navy of Franos^ 
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wcro in some respects sabscnricnt to his dcsij^ns, by oon- 
ocntratinp: tho powers of the French empire in its armies, 
and 8uppl}ing them out of the wrecks of all other employ- 
ments, save that of ogriculture. Franco had olready 
apjiroximatcd to tho formidable state so prophetically 
described by Sir James Stenart, in his Political Economy, 
in which the population should consist chiefly of soldiers 
and peasantiy : at least tho interests of no other classes 
wcro regarded. Tlic great merit of Bnonajiarte has been 
that of a skilful steersman, who with his boat in the 
most violent storm still keeps himself on the summit of 
tho waves, which not he, but tho winds had raised. I 
will now proceed to my translation. 

^ That Charles was a hero, his exploits l)car evidence. 
Tlie subjugation of tho Lombards, protected as they were 
by tho Al^w, by fortresses and fortified to^ns, by nu- 
merous armies, and by a great name; of the Saxons, 
secured by their savage resoluteness, by an untameable 
love of free<lom, by tlicir desert plains and enormous 
forests, and by their own poverty ; the humbling of tho 
Dukes of Bavaria, Aquitanin, Bi*etagne, and Gascony, 
proud of their ancestr}' as well as of their ample domains ; 
the almost entire extiqmtion of the Avars, so long tho 
terror of £uroi)e ; are assuredly works which demanded a 
courage and a finuuess of mind such as Charles only 
possessed. 

*• IIow great his reputation was, and this too beyond 
tho limits of Europe, is proved by the embassies sent to 
him out of Persia, Palestine, Mauritania, and even from 
tho Khalifs of Bagdad. If at tho present day an 
embassy frt>m the Black or Caspian Sea comes to a 
prince on the Baltic, it is not to be wondered at^ since 
such are now the political relations of the four quarters 
of tho world, that a blow which is given to any one of 




thorn is felt mora or lc«s hj a11 the others. AVlMreu fa 
tlie tiinca of Cliarlcmagnc, tho inh&bttanta in «» of 
tho known parts of the world ncarccly knew whftt WM 
going on in tho rcsL Notlitng bat the cztraordinaij, all- 
piercing, rajwrt of Charles's exploits could bring tliit to 
pass. His greatness, which ut the world in utonidf 
mcnt, Mas likewise, without donbt, that which begot in 
the Po|>c nnd the Romans tho first idea of the TtHstoliUdi* 
mcnt of tlicir empire. 

" It 18 true, that a nnmhcr of things taatai to make 
Glnrlus a grcat mnn — fovourablc circomEtances vl tone, 
ft nation alrciidy disciplined to warlike lubits, ■ kog Uft^ 
and the conttcqucut acquisition of experience mab ■• no 
one jxisscsscd in his whole realm. Still, howensr, the 
prineiiml means of his greatness Cliarlcs found iu him- 
self. His great mind was capable of extending ita 
attention to the greatest multiplicity of nITaira, In the 
middle of Snxony he thought on IIaIj and Sjiain, and 
at Koiuo he made provisions for Snionjr, Dararia, and 
Pannonia. He gnvo nudicnco to the ambaBaadorB of 
the Greek emperor and other potentates, and himself 
audited tJic nccounts of his own funnx, whet-c orcrjlhing 
was entered even to the number of the eggs. Busy as 
hid mind wan, his bo<ly was not less in one continued 
slate of motinn. Clinrles would see into cvciy thing 
himself, nnd do every thing himself, aa far as his powers 
cxtcndcil i and even this it was, too, which gare to his 
nndertnkinKs such force and cnci-gy. 

"But with nil this the government of Charles was tho 
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goremmcnt of a conqueror, that is, spleitctid abroad and, 
fearfully o mires give &t home. What a fnieranco mnst it 
not have been Tor the people, that Charles for forty years 
together dmggcd tlicm now to the Elbe, then to the 
Ebn^ oiler Uiia to tlie Fo, and from thence back agaia 
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to the ElbCy and this not to dicck on invading enemy, 
but to make conqncstR which little profited the French 
nation ! This must prove too much, at length, for a 
hired soldier: how much more for conscripts, who did 
not live only to fight, but who were fathers of families, 
citizens, and proprietors? But above all, it is to be 
wondered at^ that a nation, like the French, should 
RufTer themselves to he used as Charles used them. But 
the people no longer jiossesscd any considerable share of 
influence. All de])ended on the great chicftnins, who 
gave their willing suflrage for endless wars, by which 
they were always sure to win. Tliey found the best 
opportunity, under such circumstances, to make them- 
selves great and mighty at the ex}x;nse of the freemen 
resident within the circle of their baronial courts ; and 
when conquests were made, it was far more for their 
advantage than that of the monarchy. In the conquered 
prorinces there was a necessity for dukes, vassal kings, 
and different high ofliccs : all this fell to their share. 

" I would not say this if we did not jw-sscss incontro- 
vertible original documents of those times, which prove 
clearly to us that Charles's government was an unhappy 
one for the ixjople, and that this great man, by his 
actions, laboured to the direct subversion of his first 
principles. It was his fii*st pretext to establish a greater 
equality among the members of his vast community, and 
to make all ^o and equal subjects under a common 
sovereign. And from the necessity occasioned by con- 
tinual war the exact contrary took place. Nothing gives 
UB a better notion of the interior state of the French 
monarchy, than the third capitular of the year 811.* 



* Comfiiire with this iLe four or fire qaarto Tolaioea of the Freneh 
OonMiipt Code. 



All is fall of complaint^ the bithoiit and eaili d aimmiig 
against the frccholdcrii and thcie in their torn agaiBrib 
the bishops and carls. And in trath the fiedioldeni lad 
no small reason to bo diaoonlcnted and to ntUt^ aa flnr 
as they dared, crcn the imperial lerica. A dependcrt 
must 1)0 content to follow hn loid without flnllMr 
questioning : for ho was paid for it But a ftee dtiiGB, 
wlio lived wholly on his own property, mi^t leanBality 
object to KuiTer himself to be dragged about ii aU 
quarters of tlie world, at the iiincies of his hud : fiqwdally 
OS there was so mnch injustice intcnnixfid. Thoae who 
gave up their proper! ici entirely, or in pait^ of their own 
aa*onl, were left nndistnrbed at home, while fboae who 
refused to do this, were forced so often into aenrioc, thai 
at lengtli, becoming impoverished, they were compelled 
by want to give Xki\ or dis[)ose of, their fifoe tenures to 
the bis]ioi>s or cnrls.* 

** It almost 6uq)asses belief to what a height, at length, 
tlie aversion to war rose in the French nation, from tho 
multitude of the campaigns and the grievances connected 
witi) tbem. The national vanity was now satiated by 
the frequency of victories : and the plunder which fell to 
the bt of individuals, made but a poor compensation for 
the losses and burthens sustained by their families at 
home. Some, in order to become exempt from military 
service, sought for menial employments in the establish* 
ments of the bishops, abbots, abbesses, and carls. Others 
made over their free projxirty to become tenanta at will 
of such lords as, from their age or other circumstances, 
they thought would be called to no further military 
services. Others even privately took away the life of 

* It voqM reqiin no great ingoiiity to diaeorer parjUlebii or, at 
kMl, oq^italeiii luudihips to tlicM, in tht titataMt U, and resafak* 
tioot eoMirnua^ tha iclaeMuit cooacripla. 
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their roothcTR, aunts, or other of their rclativcfs in order 
iliat no family residents might remain thron^h whom 
their names might be known, and themselves traced; 
others rolnntarily made slaves of themselves, in order 
thus to render themselves incapable of the military 
rapk." 
. Wlicn this extract was first published, namely, 
September 7, 1809, I prefixed the following sentence. 
''This passage contains so mnch matter for politi- 
cal anticiimtion and well-grounded hojie, that I feel 
no apprehension of the reader's being dissatisfied 
with its length.** I trust, that I may now derive the 
same confidence from his genial exultation, as a Cliris- 
tian, and from his honest pride as a Briton, in the 
retrospect of its completion. In this belief I ven- 
ture to conchide the essay with the following extract 
from a "Coinpnrison of the French republic, under 
Buonaparte, with the Roman empire under the 
fir^t CiesnfH/* publislicd by mo in the Morning Post, 
21 Sept. 1802. 

If, then, there be no counterpoise of dissimilar circum- 
stances, the prospect is gloomy indeed. The commence- 
ment of tlie public slavery in Rome was in the most 
splendid rcra of human genius. Any unusually flourish- 
ing period of the arts and sciences in any country is, 
even to this day, called the Augustan age of that countiy. 
Tlie Romtin ])oets the Roman historians, the Roman 
orators, rivalled those of Greece ; in military tactics, in 
machineiy, in all the conveniences of private life, the 
Romans greatly suqiasscd the Greeks. With few excep- 
tions, all the emiierors, even the worst of them, were, like 
Buonaparte,* the liberal encouragers of all great public 

• 

* Imiiatora iiieoeed better in copying the rieeii than the exoelleneei 
of thoLr archetypes. Where shaU we find in the Farsi Gonsol of FniiM 
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works, and of ercfj spcdcs of paVlie morit not connectei 
with Uio asscrtian of poUiical froodomt 



mqm §M Dmek imJMgntm gaorHt* 



Malerkmq 

It is cTcn 80^ at this prcmmt moment^ in Franoe. Tel^ 
l)oth in France and in Ronie^ ire have Icamod, that the 
most abject disporitions to davciy rapidly trod on tho 
hccis of the most oatngoons fanaticism for an abnoat 
anarchical liberty. Jbmn in mrviiimn nmtirfef, pairUf 
rqties: qmnio quis illHsfriarf kinto magk fnbi ac 
fisftnanffs.^ Peace and the ooadnnation of all the 
civilized proYinocs of the earth were tho grand and 
])lnu.sib1e pretexts of Roman despotism : the de^^neragr 
of the hnnian species itself in all the nations so blended, 
was the melancholy eflcct To-morrow, tlicrcfore, we 
slinil cndcaronr to detect all those points and circnm- 
stances of dissimilarity, which, tliough tliey cannot 
impeach the rectitude of tlie jiarallcl, for tlie present, 

a connterpfiri to Um frenerou Mtd dreadlcm dcmency of the firtt 
CsKir t Aetrbe InqMtniibua tatis kahuit pro amciane {Unundare^ %€ 
prr t er e ra r tnt, Auliqttt Orcinm criminonMiimo librtt, ti PilKolai 
tarmiHtbuM maletlieeHiiMnmit laeenUam txiitimatwncm $uam dviii 
mnimo tutit^BmeUtn, I. 75.^Ed,) 

It dcterrcs trmiudation for Bngliith roadcra. " To thoee who Rpoko 
Kittcrly agaiiwt him, he held it raffident to lipiify publicly, that thej 
shoild not pentrere in the me of mch bngvage. His character had 
l)cett nuABgled is a most libellous work of Aalas GsciDa, and he had 
been fjfmlj Umpoooed in some rerMS by PitboUns ; bat he bore both 
with the temper of a gnod citisen.** 

For this part of the First Consnl's diaraeter, if common report speaks 
the trath, we must seek a parallel in the disponitions of the third 
GKHur, who dreaded the pen of a parsgraph writer, hinting anght 
spinel his moimis and meaimres, with as great anxiety, and with as 
▼indiethre Mings, as if it had been the dagger of an msmain lifted np 
H^Mt his Kfe. From the third Onsr, too^ ha adopted the aUo- 
fsthm of an popwlor eloctioiia. 

• JmaoL AM. nL tO.—Ed. 

t TMt Am. L r.-iii. 
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may yet render it probable, that as the same constitution 
of government has l>een built up in France with incom- 
parably greater rapidity, so it may have an incomparably 
diortcr duration. We are not conscious of any feelings of 
bitterness towards the First Consul ; or, if any, only that 
venial prejudice, which naturally results from tlie having 
ho^Kd proudly of an individual, and the having been 
miserably diKapix)inted. But we will not voluntarily 
cease to think freely and s^Kuik oi)cnly. We owe grate- 
fhl hearts and uplifted hands of thanksgiving to the 
Divine Providence, that there is yet one European 
country — and tliat country our own — in which the actions 
of public men may be boldly analyzed, and the result 
publicly stated. And let the Chief Consul, who professes 
in all things to follow his fate, learn to submit to it, if 
he finds that it is still his fate to struggle with the spirit 
of English freedom, and the virtues which are the 
offspring of that spirit ; — if he finds, that the genius of 
Great Britain, which blew up his Eg}'])tian navy into the 
air, and blighted his Syrian laurels, still follows him with 
a calm and dreadful eye ; and in peace, equally as in war, 
still watches for that lil)erty, in which alone the genius 
of our isle lives, and moves, and has its being ; and which 
being lost, all our conmiercial and naval greatness would 
instantly languish, like a flower, the root of which had 
been silently eaten away by a worm ; and without which, 
in any countiy, the public festivals, and pompons 
merriments of a nation present no other spectacle to the 
eye of Reason, than a mob of maniacs dancing in their 
fetters. 



ESSAY xm. 



[ RECUR to tho dilemma stated in tho eighth essay, 
w shall we solro this problem ? Its solution is to be 
nd in that spirit whicli, like the universal mmsfrtium 
ight for by the old alchemists, can blend and harmonize 
most discordant elements ; — it is to bo found in tho 

Daniel. Ei/wtle to Sir Thomas Egcrton. The linos in italics are 
ttitutcd by the author for the original, and there are a feir other 
jal altenitioDa.*iSi, 



Must there bo still tome disoord mix'd among < 

The harmoB J of men, whose mood aooonls I 

Rest with contention twi'd to notes of wTong 7 I 

That when war (ails, peace most make war with words, 
With words unto deotruction arm*d more strong « 

Than errr were our forei^ foemen*$ tioonU ; I 

Making as deep, tho' not yet bleeding wounds f j 

WfuU war Irft icarUUf calumnjf confounds. 

i 
Truih lies entrapp*d where cunning finde no 6ar; 
Since no proportion can there be betwixt 
Our actions wliich in endlcsn motions are. 
And orUinancea which are always fixt. 
Ton UiouHand laws more cannot reach m> far, 
Rut mulicc goc8 beyond, or liven eommixt 
80 close with goodness, that it ercr will 
Corrupt, disguise, or counterfeit it stilL 

And therefore woutd our gforiout Alfred, who 
Joined with, the king's the good matCs nu^jeetjf, 
Not leave lau^s labyrinth without a elue-^ 
Gave to deep skill its Just authority^ — 

But the last judgment — this his Jurjfs plan — 
Ltft to the natural sense cf work-day man,* 
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spirit of a raiicmal fiecdmn difltased and booome national, 
in the consequent influence and contronl of pnblic 
opinion, and in its most precious organ, tlio jury. It is 
to be found, whercrer juries are sufSciently enlightened 
to perceive the difTercnce, and to comprehend the origin 
and necessity of the difference, between libels and other 
criminal orert-acts, and are sufficiently indqxmdent to act 
upon the conviction, that in a charge of libel, the degree, 
the dnmmstances, and tlie intention, constitute— not 
merely modify — tlie offence, give it its being, and 
determine its legal name. The words maliciously and 
advisedly, must here have a force of their own, and s 
proof of their own* They will consequently consider the 
law as a blank power provided for the punishment of the 
offender, not as a light by which they are to determine 
and discriminate the offence. Tlie understanding and 
conscience of the juiy arc the judges, in ioio : the law a 
blank contjc (Telire. The law is the clay mid those the 
potter's wheel. Shame fall on that man, who sliall 
labour to confound what reason and natiiix) have pot 
asunder, and who at once, as far as in him lies, would 
render the press ineffectual and the law odious ; who 
would lock up the main river, the Thames, of our intel- 
lectual commerce ; would tlirow a Imr across the stream, 
that must render its navigation dimgerous or ][)artial, 
using as his materials the veiy banks, which were 
intended to deei)cn its channel and guard against its 
inundations I Shame fall on him, and a imrticiixation of 
the infamy of those, who misled an English jury to the 
murder of Algernon Sidney. 

But though the virtuous intention of the writer must 
be allowed a certain influence in facilitating his acquittal, 
the degree of his moral guilt is not the true index or 
mete-wand of his condemnation. For juries do not sit 
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in B coDit of con ice, but of law ; ihcy arc not the 
representatives oi reii<:ion, bnt tiic gitardiane of citcmnl 
tranquillity. Tlic Icadiu^ principle, the jiole suir, of Uio 
judgment in iia deciiiioii concerning the lil>el]ousi natoro 
of a jmblishcd n-riting, is its more or less rcinotQ con- 
nection nith adcr mcit-ncts, as tlio cnasc or occasiun of 

, the same. Tims (he piiltlieation of actual fnct^ may be, 
and most oflcu ^11 be, criminal and llbe.luiu, when 

I directed against pmatc chnmcicrs : not onl liccniine tlio 

1' charge ^rill rcacli tiic minds of many n' cannot be 
comiietcnt jndi^es of tlie Inith or falscho> of facts to 
which thcmst'lvcs were not witn'3SiiCB, ag nst a man 
vhom they do not know, or at best know inpcrfoctlr t 
but because sntli a pulilicnrion is of il«;lf a veiy serious 
i. overt-act, by which the nnthor without authority and 
J without trial, has inflicted punishment on a fcUow-sub* 

(jcct, himself being witness and juiy, judge nnd eiccu- 
tioncr. Of such jiuhlications there can be no legal 
; jostification, thotigh the ivnjng may be patlialed by tiio 
j circumstance that the injurious chnrges ore not only 

i' true, bnt wholly out of the reach of the law. But in 
hbcls on the goTcrnmcnt there arc two things to bo 
balanced agniuKt each other : first, the incom|iambly I 
greater mischief of tho overt-acts, if bo snp|>i>so llicm 
actually occasioned by the libel — (as for iustanco, the 
I subversion of povcmnicnt and projwrty, if tho principles 
tanght by Tliomaa Poino lind been realised, or if even an 
attempt had becu made to realize them, by the many 
thousands of his renders) ; and second, the very great \ 
ini|)robability that such cifccta will be produced by such \ 
writings. OoverBracnt concerns all generally, and no 
ono in particular. Tlie facta are commonly as well 
known to tho readers, as to the ivritcr ; and falsehood 
therefore easily detected. It is proved, lilEewisc, by 
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experience, that the frc(|ucnc]r of open political discn's- 
lion, with all its blamcahlc indiscretions, indisposes a 
nation to orert-octs of jiractical Ke<lition or conspiracy. 
They talk ill, said Charles V. of liis Belgian prorincos, 
but they raffer so mnch the better for it. ITis sncccssor 
thonght differently : he detemiined to 1)e master of their 
words and opinions, as well as of their actions, and in 
conseqnence lost one half of those provinces, and retained 
the other half at an expense of strength and treasure 
greater than the original worth of the Avholo. An 
enlightened jnry, therefore, will require proofs of more 
than onlinaiy malignity of intention, as fumislied by the 
style, price, mode of circulation, and so forth ; or of 
punishable indiscretion arising out of the state of tlie 
times, as of dearth, for instance, or of whatever other 
calamity is likely to render the lower classes turbulent, 
ond apt to be alicnatc<l from the government of their 
countrj'. For tlic absence of a right disi^silion of mind 
ma<it be considered, l>oth in law and in morals, as nearly 
CQuivalent to the presence of a'wrong diisiX)siLiun. Under 
such circumstances the legal i>aradox, that a libel may 1)0 
the more a lilwl for Iwing true, becomes strictly just, and 
as such ought to 1)e acted uix)n. 

Concerning the right of ])unishing by law the authors 
of heretical or deist leal TSTitings, I reser^'c my remarks 
for a ftiture essay, in which I hope to state the grounds 
and limits of toleration more accurately than they seem 
to mo to have l)ccn hitherto traced. There is one maxim, 
however, which 1 am tempted to seize as it ])sisses acix)ss 
me. If I may tnist my own memory, it is indeed a very 
old truth : and yet if the fashion of acting in apparent 
ignorance thereof be any i>re8umption of its novelty, it 
ought to be new, or at least have become so by courtesy 
of oblivion. It is this : that as for as human practice 
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cnn realize the sharp limits and exclnsiTe piaprietiei 
of science, law and religion shoold be kept diitiiici. 
Tlicrc is, in strictness, no proper ojqposition bat between 
the two polar forces of one and the some power.* If I 
say then, that law and religion ore natorol oppositely and 
that the hutcr is the requisite counterpoise of the fimner, 
let it not be interpreted, as if I hod declared them to be 
contraries. The hw has rightfally inrested the creditor 
with the power of arresting and imprisoning an inaoltent 
debtor, tlie farmer with the power of transporting; medi* 
ately at least, the pillagers of his hedges and copses ; 
but the law does not compel him to exercise that power, 
while it will often happen that religion commands him 
to forego it. Naj, so well was this understood by our 
^ndfathcrs, tliat a man who squares his conscience by 
tlie law was a common paraphrase or sjnonyme of a 
wretch without any conscience at all. Wc have all of us 
learnt from history, that there was a long and dark 
period, during which the powers and the aims of law 

* Every power in luitare and in spirit must erolre an opposite as 
tlie imlo mcnnft and condition of its manifestation : and ull op|ioHition 
is a iendencj to re*anion. This is the unirerxal law of ]iolaritj or 
eMiential dualism, fimt proroulpited hj Ueraclitusi 2000 yean ailer- 
vnnln re^puUIiMlied, and made the foundation lioth of logic, of phjsics, 
and of metaphyKies by Giordano Bruno. The principle maj lie thas 
expressed. The identitj of tkatU and antithetis is the sulmtance of all 
being ; their opposition the condition of all existence or bein^ manifested ; 
and erery thing or pktenomenon is the eximncnt of a tynthtsts as long 
as the opposite energies are retained in that iynthent. ThuM water is 
neither oxygen nor hydrogen, nor yet is it a commixture of lioth ; \m\ 
the $ifttihe$h or indifference of the two : and as long as the copula 
endures, by which it lieeomes n-ater, or rather which alone is water, 
ii is Doi lees a simple liody than eithet* of the imaginary elements, 
iro|iro|ierly catted its ingredients or oomponents. Ii is the object 
of tht meehaaical atomistic philosophy to confound sjfmtkttit with 
syncrfctM^ or Father with mere juxta-position of coqiuscules sepa* 
rated by isTisable intcrspaoes. I find it difficnlt to determine, wliethcr 
this thwwy oontradicts the reason or the senses most : for ii is alike 
ineoneeivalib and vaimagiBable. 

VOk I. B 
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I were nsnrpcd in the name of rcli<i^on by the clergy nnd 
the courts spiritual : and we all know the result. Law 
and relip^on thus intorpcnetrating neutralized ench other; 
and the baleful product, or ferfittm aliquid^ of this union 
retarded the civilization of Enroix) for centuries. Law 
splintered into the minulhn of a'li^on, the awful function 
and prero^tive of whicli it is to take account of ever}' 
uUe irordf iHxmme a buHy and inquisitoriul tmnny : and 
religion sulistituting legal terrors for the cnnoblinj^ 
influences of conscience remained religion in name only. 
The i^resent age ap])ear8 to me approaching fast to a 
similar usuq^ation of tlie functions of religion by law : 
and if it were required, I should not want strong prc- 
sumptiro proofs in favour of this opinion, whether I 
sought for them in the charges from the bench con* 
ceming wrongs, to which religion denounces the fearful 
penalties of guilt, but for which the law of the land 
assigns damages only : or in sundr}' statutes — and all 
praise to the lato Mr. AV^-ndhani, Ikomanorum ultimo — 
in a still greater number of attempts towards new sta- 
tutes, the authors of which displayed the most ]>itial)Ie 
ignorance, not merely of the distinction between inirfcct 
and im])erfect obligations, but even of that still more 
sacred distinction l>etween things and i)crsons. AVliat 
the son of Sirach advisees conceniing the soul, ever}* 
senator should apply to his legislative cajwicity : — reve- 
J I rence it in meekness, knowing how feeble and how 
mighty a thing it is ! * 

From this hint concerning toleration, we may pass by 
an easy transition to the, ])erhaps, still mora interesting 
subject of tolerunce. And hero I fully coincide with 

• The reference, prolnl)!/, w to FccIub. x. 28. My ton, ghrlfj/ 
thy tonl in tR<tkMttf and give ii Kon4mr according to the diynitji 
ikcnrf.-^Ed. 
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Frederic 11. Jacobi, timt the only true spirit of lolcrnni'ol 
con^ihta iu our conwinilious tolcmtion of each othcT'#\ 
intolcmticc. Wtiatcvcr iirctcnd!* to be more t)tnii tliiM, is 
cither Dig iintliinkiii^ I'nnt of rufhion, or the Mnil-jaiiij'- 
ing imreotii! of inoml and rcli;n<iua inditrcrenco. All 
of us vithoiiC exception, in tlic Miino tnwlc tlioD|;1i not in 
the EniuG di'^Tcc, nre neeCKsarily s(il>jei"'xl to tl)C rink 
of DiiiitAkiii^ jiositiYo 0|>inion8 for c«ri inty nnd clenr 
insi<;lit. 3'ioin this yoke wo cannot { : ourBolvcM, hnt 
liy ecosin^ to \k men ; nnd this too it in order to 
tronscend, bnt lo tiuk bolow, our bnnim nature. For if 
in one |ioiia of rieir it be tJie mulet o »nr full, nnd w 
the cormi'tion of our will ; it is iMinnllj trae, thnt con- 
templated from another point, it i» the price nnd conse. 
(|Ueiicc of our pro'^rcssivcncsa. To him who is cnin|>cllcd 
to iNicc to nnd fro witlun the high vrnlls nnd in the 
narrow eourt-jTirJ of a prison, all objects niny npiwnr 
clear nnd <listincl. It is the traveller joitmcjing onwnnl, 
Rdl of heart nnd hope, with nn cvcr-varyinR lioriMMi, on 
the bonniltcKS jilnin, who is liable to mii^take clomls for 
niounuiinK, nnd tho mimi^e of drouth for nn expanse of 
pcfreshing waters. 

Hut notwithstanding tliiii deep conriction of our 
gencnd fnllibilitj', nnd the most vivid mcollei^^lion of my 
oivn, I dare avow with the German philosoplier, thnt an 
fnr OK opinions and not motives, principles, nnd n'>t men, 
— are conwnied : I ncitJier nm tolenmt, nor wish to Ixi 
rcj^rdcd ns snch. Acconlinf; to my judgment, it is 
men) ostcitlntion, or a jxwr trie.k thnt hy]<oerisy plnys 
with the cimls of nonwnBc, when n mna muk-cs protesta- 
tion of being [wrfectly tolerant In reaitect of all principles, 
oiiinioos, and iwrsunKions, those dIouq cxce|)tc<I Hliieh 
render tlie holders intulcrnnt^ For ho cither means to 
tty by tJiis, that he is utterly indilferent townnls all 
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tnith, and finds nothing so insaiFcrablo as the ponniarion 
of ihcro being any snch mighty Talno or importonoe 
attached to the poeacssion of the trnth as should giro a 
marked prcforcnoo to any one oonriction aboTe any 
other; or clw he means nothing, and amnacs himsetf 
with articnUiting the pulses of the air instead of inhaling 
it in the more Iiealthful and profitable exercise of 
yawning. That which doth not withstand, hath itself 
no standing place. To fill a station is to exclude or 
icpcl others, — and this is not less the definition of moral, 
tlifin of material, solidity. We live by continued acts of 
defence, that invoke a sort of ofTensive warfare. But a 
man's principles, on which he grounds his hope and his 
faith, are the life of his life. We live hy faiHi^ saj'S the 
philosophic Apostle ; and fnith without principles is but 
a flattering phrase for wilful pojiiiircncss, or fiinatical 
bodily Hcnsation. Well, and of good right therefore, do 
we mainUiin with more zeal, than we should defend body 
or estate, a deep and inwanl conviction, which is as the 
moon to us ; and like the moon with all its massy shadows 
and deceptive gleams, it yet lights us on our way, poor 
travellers as we arc, and l>cnighted pilgrims. With all 
its s]x>ts and changes and tem{x)rary ecliiiscs, with all its 
vain Imlos and l)e<limming vapours, it yet reflects the 
light that is to rise on us, which even now is rising, 
though intercepted from our immediate view by the 
mountains that inclose and froHH over the vale of our 
mortal life. 

Tliis again is the mystery and the dignity of our 
human nature, that we cannot give up our reason, with- 
out giving up at the same time our individual i^rsonality. 
For that must ap^xmr to each man to be his reason which 
produces in him the highest sense of certainty ; and yet 
it is not reason, except so far as it is of univenal validity 



and ol'ligatory on all ninnkiiid. Tlierc is one licnrt for 
tlio nliolc mighty mass of liunianitr, and every pulw in 
cncli itarticiitar vessel Btrives u» beat in concert willi it. 
Ho who asserts thut tnitli in of no im{inr1ancc execjit in 
the Bi^ification of sincerity, confounds sense with 
madness, and the word of God with a drcnni. If the 
power of reOMining be tlio gift of " Bni)reiue Reason, 
that we bo dcdnlons, yea, nnd mili< in tlic cndonrour 
to reason arigbt, is his implied » md. But what is 
of i»crniunent nnd essential inU)j o one mun must 
needs Iw KO to all, in j>ro]iortiou to incnna and oppor- 
tunities of each. Woo to him by nm these arc ne- 
glet'tcd, and double woe to him by nn tliey ore wilh- 
holdcn J for he rolw at oneo Jiiinsclf nnd his nciglilxmr. 
That man's soul is notdcjir to himself, to whom the souls 
of liis brethren are not donr. As fnr oh tliey can l« 
influenced by him, they arc parts and pm]<crtics of his 
on-n soul, their faith his faitli, their errors his burthen, 
their righteousness and bliss his rightconsness and his 
reward — and of tlicir guilt and misery his ovn will bo 
the cclio. As mneh as I love my fellow-men, so much 
and no more will I bo intolerant of their heresies and 
nnbelicf — and I will honour and hold forth the right 
hand of fellowship to eveiy individual who is equally 
intolerant of that which he conceives such in mc. — \fe 
will both cxelaim — ' I know not what antidotes among 
the com)>lcx views, inipnlscs and circurastanees, tfwt 
fomi your moral being, Qod's gracious providence may 
have Touebsafcd to yon against the serpent fang of this 
crrar, — but it is a viper, and it« poison deadly, although 
through higher influences somo men nuy take tbo reptile 
to their bosom, and remain nnstong.* 

In one of those poisonous journals, which deal ont 
pto&neneas, bate, tarj, and sedition throogh the land, I 
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read the following parafpraph. " TIic Brahmin believes 
tliat CTcry man will be Raved in his own persiuision, and 
that all relipcions arc equally pleasin;; to tiie God of all. 
The Christian confines salvation to the believer in his 
own Vcdas and Shasters. AVliich is the more humane 
and ])hilosophic creed of the two ? ** Let question 
answer question. Self-(H>mplaeent scoficr I Whom 
meanest thou by Ood ? The (Jod of truth ? — and can 
Ho l)c pleased with falsehood, and the debasement or 
utter 6US])cnsion of the reastm which he pwo to man 
that he mi;;ht receive from him the sacrifice of tnith ? 
Or the God of love and mercy ? — and can he Ikj pleased 
with the blood of thousands poured out under the wheels 
of Jajrgemaut, or with the shrieks of children offered up 
as fire offcrinp* to Baal or to ^loloch ? — Or dost thou 
mean the God of holiness and infinite purity ? — and can 
lie be pleased with abominations unuttcrjible and more 
than bnital defilements — and equally pleased too as with 
that Wiliirfon, which commands us that we have no fellow- 
ship with the unfniitful works of darkness but to reprove 
them ; — with that rclij^ion, which strikes the fear of the 
Host Ilij^h so deeply, and tlie sense of the exccculing 
sinfulness of sin so inwardly, that the believer anxiously 
inquires: Shall I (jive my Jin^l-horn for mtj lrnnsf/rcssio)iy 
the fniit of my hotly for the mn of my soul? — and which 
makes answer to him, — He liath showed t/ier, mnu^ trhai 
is good; and what doth ttw. Lord require of rtiee, but to do 
Justly^ and to love merry^ and to walk humbly with thy 
Godf But I chct*k myself. It is at once folly and 
profanation of tnith, to reason with the man who can 
place before his eyes a minister of the Gosix>l directing: 
the eye of the widow from the corpse of her husband 

• Micab ri. 7, B^£d. 
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her Rc(lt*mer, — (tlie God of Um 
D dend) — and tlicQ tlic rcmarKlcM 
a the di»coit8olato viclim to tho 
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Knowing tbe heart of man in flot to lie 
The centre of this world, aliout the which 
Tbcfle rerolutinnn of dittarlonccs 
8till roll ; where all the asiteots of miHcry 
Pre<U»minate ; whose strong effects arc such, 
As he must hear, lieing pomcrlcu to redress : 
And tliat unlcm almve himHclf ho can 
Erect himself, how poor a thing is man 1 

Danicl.* 

I HAVE thus endeavoured, with an anxiety which mny 

perhaps have misled me into ])rolixity, to det4ul and 

ground the conditions under which tlic communication 

of truth is commanded or forbidden to us as individuals, 

by our conscience ; and those too, under which it is ixjr- 

missible bv the law which coutrouls our conduct as 

members of the state. But is the subject of sufUcient 

importance to deser^'e so minute an examination? 

that my readers would look round the world, as it now is, 

and make to themselves a faithful catalo^ie of its many 

V miseries 1 From what do these proceed, and on what do 

/ they depend for their continuance ? Assuredly, for the 

S. greater part, on the acticins of men, and those again on 

1/ the want of a vital principle of action. We live by faith, 

\ The essence of virtue consists in the principle. And the 

reality of this, as well as its imi)ortHnce, is believed by all 

men in fact» few as there may be who bring the truth 
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forward into iit of distinct con^ionsncKs. Yet all 

men feel, an-. mcs ncknowlcdgo to tliemGclrefl, the 

tmc Gan!« of liscr}'. There is no man ho base, but 

that at some r oilier, nnd in sorac way or otbcr, ho 

admits that A nlint lie oi)<;bt to Itc, though bj « 

curious art " elusion, hy an cITort to keep at peace 

irith himscl "ig and as nmcli ns possible, ho will 

throw ofT tin ic From the oincniiblc imrt of his 

nature, his m- inciplc, to that which Ik independent 
of his will, na he depT^ of his int llcctual facul- 

ties. Hence, R v>.ce that a man cxc itnn, how dis- 
honest I ami Oi it bnse and unworthj motives I act! 
«c iiiBj hear • IhiikJixhI times, w'lut a fool I am ! cuTso 
on my folly ! and the like.* 

Yet even this implies an obFcnre sentiment, that with 
clearer conceptions in the understandinf:, the principle 
of action would become purer in the will. Thanks to 
the image of our Maker not wholly obliterated from any 
human Boni, vo dare not ])urchnsc an exemption from 
giiilt by an cxcom, which would ]>lacc our melioration 
out of onr own power. Thus the very man, who will- 
abuse himself for a fool but not for a villain, woidd\ 
rather, spit* of the usual profuswions to the contrni^', l>o 1 
condemned as a ro^io by other men, than l<e arnuittcd I 
as o blocUicad. Itut l>c this ns it may, in and out of 
himself^ however, he sees |>lni!ily the true cause of our 
common complaints. Doubtless, there seem many phy- 
sical c&Dses of distress, of disease, of [xtverty and of 
desolation — tempests, earthquakes, volcanos, wild or 

* 1 4a Mi con^rr u eicep^oni tbo thmuuxU that kbnue tb«H- 
kItoi b; i%t« with lip-penitcnoe, or lbs > lid nnngi of Cinitlieua : 
tx U«M pcr—1 *t the nrj time tliflf ipoik ao TchcncDtl; of lh« 
■ieh*dMM mkI nXiMBBB ot their hfiU, tn then tuauonl; Un 
*HB«rt im liwir ova fooi opinion, eoTond nmid tad eonlbcUU* ia 



\ 



106 THE FRIKND. 

Tonomoos animals, barren soiln, uncertain or tyrannous 
climatcfs pestilential Bwanipn, and death in the very air 
iro breathe. Yet when do we hear the {rcneral wrctclicd- 
Dess of mankind attributed to tliese ? Even in the most 
awibl of the Icelandic and Sicilian eru])tion(s when the 
cartli has opened and sent forth vast rivers of fire, and 
the smoke and Taix)ur liave dimmed the li^ht of lieavcn 
for months, how small has been the comimrative injury 
to the human race ; — and liow much even of this injury 
might be fairly attributed to combined imprudence and 
8U{)erstition I Natural calamities that do indeed spread 
devastation wide, (for instance, the marsh fever,) arc 
almost without exception, voices of nature in her all- 
intelligible language — do this ! or cease to do that I By 
the mere absence of one 8U])erstition, and of the sloth 
engendered by it, the plague would probably cease to 
exist throughout Asia and Afncju Pronounce medita- 
tively the name of Jcuuer, and usk what might we not 
ho}X!, what need we deem unattninnble, if all the time, 
the elTort, the skill, which we waste in making ourselves 
miserable through vice, and vicious through miser}', wore 
embodied and marshalled to a systematic war against the 
existing evils of nature! No, it is a wicked world! 
This is so gcnendly the solution, that this verj' >vicked- 
ness is assigned hy selfish men, as their excuse for doing 
nothing to render it better, and for opi)osing those who 
would make the attempt. What have not Clarkson, 
Granville Sharii, Will>erforcc, and the Society of the 
Friends, effected for the honour, and if we believe in a 
retributive Providence, for the continuance of the pro- 
sjxjrity, of the English nation, im^xirfectly as the intel- 
lectual and moral faculties of the people at large are 
developed at present ! "What may not be effected, if the 
recent discovery of the means of educating nations (freed, 




hftwevpr, from the t e sniiliiKlicntionti anel mutilation* of 
i^oioniTit nioiuitabai g,) shnll hnvo been ni»pli«l to ita 
full oxlcnt ! Woulci I frame to invsclf the most mNiiirit- 
iug iv[iresontation of future Lliss, irliicli my mind ta 
mpalile of comprehending, il would l>c cintioilied to ma 
in titc idcfl of Ikll rcceimg, at some distant pcriud, the 

Oplirttimnto rcnnrdof liiacnr''^' -'""^ ' 

nnd Ion tliniiNHidii of frlorifitM kIi 
mnsiii'ncc Imil. tlirougU his ef ib.-vii 
sitiK the wm^ of tlicir own inleMi|.uiin, 
(imlKcs lo Ciiil and to tlicir Saviour, si) 
iianif in licnvt^n, give thanks for liia en 
llic i-liosen instmmonts nf divine mercy ■, 
nnd not Reldom iwrhnps turn their eyes toward him, nit 
from the sun to lU iinnfje in the fountain, with Recoudni; 
(H^ititudc and the itcrmiltctl uttcnineo of a liumnn love! 
Were Imt a hundred men to conihinc a deeji conviction 
lliat virtuouK lialiits may \k formed hy lite vcrj' means hy 
which knowledge is comninnieatcd, thai men may be \ 
madr l<ettcr, not only in conso(|ncncc, but by the iuikIc, 
and ill llie jiroccss, of in si nut ion -, — were hut n huiidriil 
men to combine that clear conviction of this, which I 
myself at thiH moment feel, even as I feel the certainty of 
my Ireinp:, witli the perseverance of a Clarkson or a Bell, 
the promifies of ancient prophecy would diiiclotie them- 
M'lvcs to our faith, even as when a noble eastlc hidden 
fmm us by an intervening mist, diM^vcra iteelf by its 
reflection in the tranquil lake, on the opposite shoro of 
which wo stand gazing,' '\Vhat an awfnl duty, what a 
norK of all other, the fairest virtues, docs not hope 
liccomc I Wo arc bad ourgclTeB, bccanso we despair of ^ 
the goodness of others, ^ 
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If then it bo a tnitli, attested alike bj common feeling 
and common nenscy that the greater part of human misery 
depends directly on human vices and the remainder indi- 
rectly, by what means can we act on men so as to remove 
or preclude these vices and purify their principle of moral 
election ? The question is not by what means each man 
is to alter his own character — in onler to this, all the 
means prescribed and all the aidanccs given by religion, 
may be neccssaiy for him. Vain, of themselves, may be 



the Miyinfiii of the wine 



In ancient and in modem Ijooka inrollcd 

0nlcw he feel within 
Some maroe of oomiolAtinn from above, 
Secret rvfrenhingB, that repair h'ls strvngth 
And fainting tpirita upholds* 

Tins is not the question. Virtue would not bo virtue, 
could it be given by one fellow-creature to nnotlier. To 
make use of all the means and ai>i>liaucc8 in our ix)wer 
to the actual attainment of rectitude, is the abstract of 
the duty wliicli we owe to ourselves: to supply those 
means as far as we can, comprizes our duty to others. 
The question then is, what are these means ? Can they 
be any other than the coinmunication of knowledge, and 
the removal of those evils and inqtediments wliich pre- 
vent its reception? It may not Imj in our jwwcr to 
combine Iwth, but it is in the jwwer of every man to 
contribute to the fonner, wlio is sufliciently intbmicd to 
feel that it is his duty. If it be said, that we should 
endeavour not so much to remove ignorance, as to make 
the ignorant religious; — religion herself, througli her 
sacred oracles, answers for me, that all eficctive faith 

* Samson Agonistea. 
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pre-6ii]>po!ica knowledge nnil indiTicIual conviction. If 
tlic iiicro acqnicscciico in tniMi, uncomiirclicnUed and 
unfntlKimcd, were Ruflicicnt, few indt-cd n'onld be Uic 
riciotis nnd ihc miKcmblc, in tliU countrj at Ic^mt, whore 
sjicculntivc infidelity ia, God bo prnisedl confined to a 
Eiiinll iinnibsr. I>iko bodily deformity, tlicrc is one 
.Instance here nnd another there i but three in one plwo 
are nlrcmly an nnduc [iroportion. It " "lighly worthy of 
nW-nntioQ, that tha int^pircd v ;s rcecivcd by 
Cltrisliiuui arc distinguishable IVom thcr books jire- 

IcQ'liu^ to insiiirntion, from the ipturtfl of the 
Braliniins, and ercn from the Koran, heir ctmng nnd 
freijiient rcconimendnlionH of truth, j > not here mean 
Tcracity, which cannot but Iks cnforcoil in every code 
ichich nppcaU to the religions principle of man ; bnt 
knowledge. Tliis is not only extolled as tlic cronn and 
honour of a mnn, but to Beck afkr it is again and again 
commanded us ns one of our most sacred duties. Yea, 
llie very perfection and final bliss of the glorified spirit 
is represented by the Apostle as a plain aspect, or in- 
taitivc beholding, of tmtli in its etcmnl and immutable 
(onrcc. Kot that knowledge can of itself do nil ! The 
li^lit of religion is not that of the moon, light withont 
Iwat ; but ncitlicr is its warmth that of the stove, warmth 
viiliont light. Religion is the sun, the wannth of wliich 
indeed swells, and stirs, and actuates the life of nator^ 
but who at the Kamo time beholds all the growtli of life 
vith a master-eye, mokes all objects glorious on which 
he looks and by thnt glory risible to all others. 

But though knowledge be not the only, yet that it ia ' 
nn indispensable and most effectual, agent in the direction 
of oar octionn, njie consideration will convince us. It is 
an undoubted fact of human nature, that the sense of ' 
imixisBibility quenches all wilL Sense of utter tnai>titade 
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docs tlic same The man sImnA the bcantiflil flamcp 
which is cn<!crly gras|)cd at by tlic infant. The sense of 
a cliiqiro)iortion of certain after-harm to present grati- 
fication produces eficcts almost ctinally nniform : though 
almost perishing with thirsty we sliould dasli to the earth 
a goblet of wine in which we had seen a |K>ison infused, 
though the iK>ison were without taste or odour, or ercn 

1^ added to the pleasures of both. Are not all our rices 
\ equally inajit to the universal end of human actions, tk 
) satisfaction of the agent ? Are not their pleasures equally 
« t dispro))ortionate to the after-harm ? Yet many a maiden, 
^ wlio will not grasp at the fire, will yet purchase a wreath 
of diamonds at the price of her health, her honour, naj, 
and she herself knows it at the moment of her choice,— 
at the sacrifice of her jHiace and happiness. The not 
would reject tlic i)oi8oncd cup, yet tlic trembling hand 
with wliidi he raises his C.nWy or hourly draught to his 
lips, has not left him ignorant tliat this too is altogctlicr 
a ix>ison. I know it will l)c objected, tliat the conse- 
quences foreseen arc less innncdintc ; that they are dif- 
fused over a larger space of time ; and tliat the slave c>f 
J vice hoiKis where no ho[)e is. This, however, only removes 
( the question one step fuiihcr : for why sliould the dis- 
ytance or dilTusion of known ciniscquences produce w) 
f great a dincrence? Why are men the du[)es of the 
J present moment? Evidently because the concxjptions 
are indistinct in the one case, and vivid in the other ; 
because all confused conceptions render us restless ; and 
because restlessness can drive us to vices that promise 
no enjoyment, no not even the cessation of that R'st- 
lessnes8. This is indeed the dread punishment attached I 
by natun* to habitual vice, that its impnlseM wax as its 
motives wane. No object, not even the light of a solitarv 
taper in the far distance, tempts the benighted mind 
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from Itcforo j own restlessness dn^s it from bcliiml, 

ns with tlic if id of destiny, ^\'hat then is or con 

be llic |trc\T!» ic rcincdy, the coiinlcroilion, bat iho 

lialiitimtion < Icllcct to clear, distinct, and adniuotc 

conccjitions ■ inff all tilings tlmt iiru t}ie iKwniblc 

filiject!) of clc ^oci>tion, and tlina to K»cn-o tlio deep 
fc(.-lin^ wliii.1 long, as by n iiahinil ight to tJtoao 
I fllisiure ideas* uutt aw nccesanrjr to the i, >nd jtcrfcvtion 
of llic lininnn being;, notwithstanding, yc oi-cii in con* 
RH|iicQcc, of thoir obscurity — to reserve t cm feelings, I 
rcjieat, for objccU, nliicU their very e» imity rcodcn 
iiiibliiiitc, no Icf* than their indcfinitcncf iciHlcnt them 
sublime, — namely, to the ideas of bein^, form, life, tlic 
reason, liic law of conscience, freedom, immortality, God ? 
To connect with the objects of onr senses the ol«eiirc 
notions and consequent vivid foelingN, which arc duo 
only ia immaterial and iwrmanent tbin^ is profanation 
relatively to the heart, and snjicrstition in the undcr- 
MnndinjT, It is in this sense that the pbilosophic Apostle 
calls covctonsncss idolatry. Could we emnnci])ate our- 
selves from the bediinminfr inlluences ofcnstom, and the 
Irmsforming witcherafl of early atu^ocintions, ue should 
(cc ns nmncmtis tribes or/''/(»r/i-wotj,bi|>i>er8 in the slrcels 
of Iiondon and Paris, as wo hear of on the coasts of 
Africa. 

■ I linve nnt rarrw™! mjwlf w drsrij u I (nnld witli. Hut Uit 
Intli of Ibe aiMrtioD, th.it ilc«|i fnlin;; h.iii » tcmlcnej M eoiuUne 
villi olwnm ii<t\K, in imftrrnco lo dintinrl nnil clou- Bolionis niij l« 
rtnrn) lij tha hirtoiy oT fnnDtioi anil hn-iticiin in nil *itn and cann- 
trita. TIm orfiHut iA<o/«7iVkh iscnn jimTcrhUl : unit it in tha c HDninn 
(naii>Uiiiti<rpliil<i>in)ilicr- rtn<1 ]ihiln>io|>)iie liintnrianii, tliHt tlie inuiimiiif 
Iho i|u|iuiiinta nm wiminonlj Tii-I"nl in iira|iartlnn to Iho nililletrUHl 
■Waritf of tlio •jDcntinaii in dwputo. Nor u Ihia fiiet CMfiniil to 
)«nrnwlannl lliml>vi<tn< : fnr wlmls nuliom h»o dia|iliiirnl tlio ■■ml 
seilationt. uid tinre moHBeMl nattooal pollej to lb* nan pamattti 
iBiwni ofa MnLnrcrtcd obaenrit;. 
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A poliiM when 'tis Uuii which it sbmild he 
Lenrm srowing, and ttAndi raeh, or ebe dcfajn ; 
Vilh him who dwells there, *Ut not ao : for he 
Shonld itin nrge vpwirdi and hia fortune raiac 

Our hodiei hmi tkiir noming, ha?e Adr ttOoii« 
And ihall not better— /A« next change ia night ; 
ISnt their far ]hrgeT gneat, t* whom ann and moon 
Are aparka and ihort-liTed, eUima another right. 

The noble M>al by Aj^ mrown lustier, 
Her apiwiite and her digestion mend ; 
We must not starve nor hojte to pamper her 
With woman'a milli and pap unto the end. 

Proride you manlier diet ! Dohvi. ' 

I AM iiilly aware, that what I am writing and liavc 
written (in these latter essays at least) will expose me to 
the censure of some, as l)ewi1(lering myself and readers 
with metaphysics ; to the ridicule of others as a school- 
boy declaimcr on old and worn-out truisms or exploded 
fancies ; and to the objection of most as obscure. Tlie 
last real or supposed defect has already receiyed an 
answer l>oth in the ])receding essays, and in the a])pendix 
to my first Lay-»Sermon, entitled The Statesman's Manual. 
Of the fonner two, I shall take the present opportunity 
of declaring my sentiments $ especially as I IiaTo already 
rccciTcd a hint that my idol, Milton, has represented 

* Letter to Sir Henry Qoodere. The words in italies are ■uhetituted 
for the originaL^AVi. 






mctnpbysics ns the mibjcct wliicli the bad Bpiril* in hcU- 
dclif^ht in discuR-iin^. And tnily, if I had exerted my 
gnbtlct; ami invention in pcrsUQiiing mywlf and others 
that 1TC arc l>iit nriii<; macliincs, and that, as ono of the 
late folloirers of Ilobbcs and Hnitley has cxim^wed the 
system, the n'^nassin nnd his dagger arc oqnnliy tit objects 
of moral csti'cm nnd al)horrcnco{ or if v '" a writer of 
tridcr inflnciico nnd hiffhcr anthority, 1 he nxluccd ail 
virtne to n selfish prudence ckcd out by retition,* — 
for, nRRorcdU', a creed which takes its al point in 

conscious scltisiine&s vhalcvcr be the ; or nanics 

that net on tbo Bclfiflh pasision, & ghost t oonfttabte, 
can have but a distant relationship to tual religion, 
ivhich places its essence in onr loving our neighlx)ur as 
ourselves, nnd Ood nlrevo all, — I know not, by what 
arguments I could rcjxil the sarcasm. But what are my 
metaphysics? — Merely the referring of the mind to its 
own coDBcio II SUCKS for truths indispensable to its own 
haj piness I To what pnri)oso do I, or am I about to, 
employ them? To peqiles our clearest notions and 
living mora! instincts ? To deaden the feelings of will 
and fh» power, to citingniab tho light of lo?c and of 
conscience, t/) make myself and others worthless eouIIcsb, 
God'less ? No I to expose tlic folly and the legerdemain 
of those who have tiius abused the blessed machine of 
language I to supjiort all old and venerable truths ; and 
by riiem to support, to kindle, to project the spirit ; to 

* "And ttvia this nnoaiit of ohiiiritipa it roUowi, thitC m mn 
oUigsd to nothinfi l>ut *b,it us out>e1t«i nr< to Knin or Jnfi« iwni<lbiBg 
lift for DothinE eif« cnn l« .1 riolent niDlivs to uh. A* wo uliniild act 
M oliliged In nl«J tlie Liim. nr lli« iiiiigi<lni(«, ualcn tiw.irds or 
puubntMt^ pl<;uurs or pain, ■amehow or olber, c1i|K<nili9j djxii onr 
•btdMOM ; ta neitimr aliouid ve. viUiiDt the urw rutoa. b« ohlLgeJ to 
do vlu ii riffal, to pntetiao virtue, «r lo nbaj tba <»mm>nit( of Hod." 
f»iV, Ibnl ud rolilksl PtuloMpbr, a IL «. 3, (I pa4tim.—S4. 



\\\ 



Ill THE FRIEND. 

make the reason spread light over our feelings, to make 
our feelings, with their vital warmth, actualize our 
reason: — ^these are my objects these are my subjects; 
and are these the metaphysics which the bad spirits in 
hell delight in ? 

But how shall I avert the scorn of those critics who 
laugh at the oldness of my topics, evil and good, necessity 
and arbitrcment, immortality and the ultimate aim ? By 
what shall I regain their favour ? My themes must be 
new, a French constitution ; a balloon ; a change of 
ministry ; a fresh batcli of kings on the Continent, or of 
peers in our happier island ; or who had the l)est of it of 
two parliamentary gladiators, and whose si)cech, on the 
subject of EuroiKJ bleeding at a thousand wounds, or 
our o^Mi country st niggling for herself and all human 
nature, was cheered by the greatest nmnbcr of " laughs," 
*Moud laughs,** and "very loud laughs:" — (which, care- 
fully marked by italics, fonn most consjncuous and 
strange parentheses in the newspajvcr rci>orts.) Or if I 
(^ must be ])lnlos()phical, the last chemical discoveries, — 
; provided I do not trouble my reader with the ]»rinciple 
/ which gives them their highest interest, and the chamcter 
[ of intellectual gi'andeur to the discoverer; or the last 
shower of stones, and that they were 8npix)sed, by certain 
philosophers, to have Ikjcu projected from some volcano 
in the m<x)n, — care being taken not to add any of the 
cramp reasons for this ojnnion I Something new, how- 
ever, it must 1)0, quite new and quite out of themselves ! 
for whatever is within them, whatever is deep within 
them, must 1x5 as old as the first dawn of human reason. 
But to find no conlradiction in the union of old and 
new, to contemplate the Ancient of days with feelings as 
fresh, as if they then sprang forth at his o>\ti y?«/— this 
characterizes the minds that foci the riddle of the world^ 



E6SAT ST. ;U 

ml mny liclji to unravel iLI To can^- on Uic feelings of 
liihUiood iuto tin.' jmwcrs of manhood, to combine tlio 
hikl'a sense of woinkr anil novelty wilh the ai>i>faruncvB 
rhich ctciy day for iKTliaiw fortjr yuirs hii» rt-ndcrvd 
iuuiliar, — 
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n uhI itan Uimghoat tbe jm. 



liis is Uic character uud ]irivilc;^ of gcnins, and one of 
lie uiarlcs which dJKlii^igh gcui ' ' ' \ And 
*i to rcprcGcnt fatuiiiar objects as i s miiitU 

>f others to a like frcslincss of : itvmiu;; 

hem — that constnnt ncmmttaaimcni nu 1cm 

Jian of bodily, licnUb — to tlic eninc a. ilitiniiig 

)f a sclf-dixcovcrcd uiid iutdtiji^nt i^o id), like 

lie deep aiid m^K^v fuiindittions of u brid)^ 

brniK half of the nliolc litniuturc — {jinmi ■iTo//alio 

limitlium ifieiilM, siiys Lord ilatwu) — tiiix is llio jiriiiiu 
ncrit of genius, nnd its most niiequivocal mode of 
tiauifc6t;Ltiuu. ^Alio bus not, a thousand limes, lic-eu it 
aiow uixiu wat«r? Who bus not seen it nitb a new 
vcling, since bo bos read Bimui's comparison of scniiual 
)lcafiurc, 

To looT tlint latli oiwn n rirer, 

A BUHiKiDt uLito — Ui'.-u goue for e*er ! * 

In pbiloeophj ctinnlly, ns in poetry, pcnins prodnccs 
,hc strongest impretvsions of novelty, while it rescues tlic 
italcHt and most admitted tnitlH from tlic inipotcnoo 
soBcd by tlio very circuinstiincc of their unircisal 
idiniiBioa. Extremes meet ; — a proverb, by the by, to 
xrilfiot ud explain all tbe instances and exemplifications 



* Tmu O'SiiaaUi. — Jil, 
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of which, would congtitnto and cxhanst all philosophy. 
Trnthsy of all others the most awfiil and mvstorious, yet 
being at the same time of nni vcrsal interest, arc too often 
considered as so tme tliat they lose all tlie powers of 
tmth, and lie bed-ridden in tlie dormitory of the sonl, 
side by side with the most despised and exploded errors. 
^ But as the class of critics^ whose contempt I hare 
anticipated, commonly consider themselves as men of the 
world, instead of hazarding additional sneers by appealing 
to the authorities of recluse philosophers, — for such, in 
spite of all histor}', the men who haye distinguished 
UiemselTcs by ))rofound tliought^ are generally deemed, 
firom Plato and Aristotle to Cicero, and from Bacon to 
^Berkeley — I will refer them to the darling of the polished 
( court of Augustus, to the man, whose works haye been 
^ in all ages deemed the models of good sense, and are still 
tlie pockct-com])anion of those who pride themselves on 
uniting the scholar \v\i\\ the gentleman. This accom- 
plished man of the world has given us an account of tlie 
subjects of conversation between himself and the illus- 
trious statesmen who governed, and the brightest lumi- 
naries who then adorned, the empire of the civilized 
world : 

Sermo oritur non cfe vVlU domPnuve alienis^ 
Nte matt, necnt^ lepns taftct, Std quod magU ad not 
Pertinet, et nencirt nullum ett, affifamut : utrumno 
Diritiin homines, an tint tirtutt beati } 
QhUWc ad amicititu, utut reetumne, trahaJt not ; 
Et qtta tit natura boni, tummumque quid ^^— Hob.* 



* 8enii. ir. Ti. 71. CoQTenation arisei not eonccrning tho oonotry 
aeaU or fAuilici of itmngen, nor whether tho dancing hare performed 
weU or ill. But we discuas what more nearly concerne as, and which 
it i« an evil not to know : whether men are made happy by riehei or 
by Tirtne : whether interest or a love of virtue thoold lead as to 
friendship ; and in what consists the nature of good, and what ia the 
ttltimate or aupreme good-— (4e tummtiM (onuiii. 
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Bcrkcloy iuitixd Ilsscrt^ and U supported in hU awcr- 
tjoo bj Lord BncoD and Sir Walter Raleigh, thai witboot 
CD habitual interest in Llicsc subjects, b dub may bo a 
dcxicrvius intri^cr, bat ncrcr can bo a etotcnnu. 
\7oiild to Heaven that the rcrdict to bo pnsscd on my 
labours depended on tfaoso nlio least needed them I Tbe 
vater lily in tbc mid^ or watera in la broad Ickto, 

and e.xpnnds ita petals at the firs. ittcrin!; of the 
sho^rcr, lUidrcjoiecB in the rain with o icker B,\inpalh}', 
than the pnrcliod slinib in the Blind; d t. 

Goil ereaM man in UtM oten inuiyt b« lit itmigt iff 

his oirn tltrnHy created he man I < umity and colf- 
ctiRlciioc what other likeness is powiinc, .ml immortal iiy 
and moral Kelf-dctcnnination ? In addition to eensation, 
licrception, and practical ]'iidf,i«cnt — inGtinclivo or 
ac<iiiirablc — couwmin;; the notices rumished by tbo 
orfmus of perception, all which in kind nt least, Uic dog I 
jMSL-scssca in oomiuon with hiK mni^r; in addition to 
these, God pnvc us reason, aud with reason lie pnvc us 
reflective self-consciousness ; gave ns principles distin> > 
guishcd from the maxims and generalizations of outward \ 
cii<crienco by their absolute and essential universality i 
and necessity ; and abovo all, by miperadding to reason \ 
tlie mj-sterious faculty of free-will and consequent per- ? 
fioual amenability, he gave ns conscience — that hkw of ( 
cnnKcicnce, whicli in the power, and as the indwelling ) 
word, of a holy and omni^wtent legislator commands as ' 
— from among the numcrons ideas mathematical and 
philosophical, which the reason by the necessity of its 
own cxccUcnco creates for itself, — unconditionally com- 
mands us to attribute reality, and actual existence, to 
those ideas and to those only, without which the con- 
science itself would bo baseless and contradictory, to tho 
ideas of sonl, of free-will, of immortality, and of God. 
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To God, as the reality of tho oonscicnco and iho loiuoo 
of all obligation ; to free-will, as the power of the hnman 
being to maintain the obedience, which God throngh the 
conscience has commanded, against all tho might of 
nature ; and to the immortality of the soul, as a state in 
which the weal and woe of man shall be proportioned to 
his moral worth. With tliis faith all nature, 



an the aighiy world 



presents itself to ns, now as the aggregated material of 
daty, and now as a vision of the llost High rcrealing to 
ns Uie mode, and time, and particular instance of apply- 
ing and realizing that universal rule^ pre-established in 
the heart of our reason. 

" The displeasure of some readers," to use Berkeley's 
words, f " may, iKjrha[>», 1x5 incurred by my havmg sur- 
pn'zrd them into certain reflections and inquiries, for 
which they liave no curiosity. But perhaps some otlier« 
may Ikj pleased to find themnclvrs carried into ancient 
times, cvm thotujh they sfwifid consider tlie hoary maxims, 
defendcfl in these cssa}*s, barely as hints to awaken and 
exercise the incjuisitive reader, on points not beneath the 
attention of. the ablest men. Those great men, Pytlm- 
« goras, Plato, and Aristotle, men tho most consummate in 
^politics, who founded states, or instructed princes, or 
( wrote most accurately on public government, were at the 
j same time tlie most acute at all abstracted and sublime 
\ speculations ; — the clearest light being ever necessaiy to 
guide the most important actions. And whatever the 



* Woraiworih. LiiMt near Tioieni Al>bey.— iSl 

t Sirii, 350. Tho woidc in iUUet trt rabttitated tat Um oristnsL 
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world maif ofuu nc rlio hath not modi mGdiUtol njion 
God, the iniinan miinl. nml Uic »ummum bontim, mny 
)HH«ibly iiiiikc A thriving oarlh-wonii, but Mill mort 
indubilablj' moko a blimtlermg patriot and a aoiiy iitatt** 
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Bfind u that tout vhichfrom thu truth can twerve, 
No state ttands sure, but on the grounds of right, 
Of Tirtue, knowledge ; judgment to presenre, 
Ami all the pow*ra of learning requisite : 
Though other shifts a present turn may serre, 
Yet in the trial the/ will weigh too light. 

Dakiel.* 

I EAUXERTLY cntrcat the render not to 1)c dissatisfied 
cither with himself or with the author, if he should not 
at once underetand every part of the preceding essay ; 
but rather to consider it as a mere annunciation of a 
magnificent theme, tlie different i)aits of which are to bo 
demonstrated and devcloiKxl, explained, illustrated, and 
excnplificd in the progress of the work. I likewise 
entixjat him to jxiruse with attention and with candour, 
the weighty extract fi-om the judicious Hooker, i)refixcd 
as the motto to a following essay, j In works of reason- 
ing, as distinguishe<l from nan'ations of events or state- 
ments of facts; but more i)articularly in works, the 
object of which is to make us better acquainted with our 
own nature, a ^vritcr, whose meaning is eveiywhere com- 
prehended as quickly as his sentences can be read, may 
indeed have produced an amusing comiwsition, nay, by 
awakening and re-enlivening our recollections, a useful 
one ; but most assuredly ho will not have added cither to 

* Mu9'>philut. The line in italics is substituted. — Ed. 
f Emaj IV. Sect. On the Principles of Folitical Knowledge. See 
SocL FoL I. e. L 2.— £tf. 
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the stock nf onr Vnowlcdgc, or to tlic riponr of onr 
iotcllcct. For how can wo gatlier stren-nli, but by 
exercise ? How can a tnitli, ^evr to tis, be mndc our 
omi without cxmnination ond tclf-qiiostioDing — any new 
tmth, I ntcim, that relates to the properties of the mind, 
and its vhHouh fncultios nnd nflcctlons? But whatcTer 
dcmaDds I'Oort, requires tiipC. Ignor ce seldom ymiU* 
into knonliflgc, bul piumcs into it rough on intciv 
mediate state of obscnrity, cren as ni into day throuRh 
tnilighU AH sjicculntiio truths be with a i>06tulatci, 
cren the truths of {reometiy. They ini^tosc an »ct of 
the mil ; for in the moral Iwing lies ic sonrce of the 
intellectual The first step to knowleofre, or rather the 
Jircrious condition of nil insight into truth, is to dnrc 
coniinnnc irith our very and permanent self. It is 
Warbnrton'g remark, not the Friend'R, that of all litcraiy 
cxcreitjitions, whether dcsi^iied for the hrc or cntcrtiiia- 
mciit of the world, there arc none of so much importance, 
or no immctliately our concern, as tliosc which lei ns into 
the knowlc(l|^ of onr own nature. Othcm may exercise 
the understanding or amnec the imn^nation ; but then 
only can imj>rovc the heart and form the human mind to 
vudom. 

Tkt rccluie hcmit olUiniM More dMA knair 

0/ Ikt woHiTt iauioil tthtdt, Ihiui worltllinji eta, 

A* man ii of ttia world, Ike Wrt of man 

li u >)nlnoio of tiul'i great book 

Of CTMlan^ and men Deed no {kither look. 

Doiin.* 

The higher a man's station, the more arduous and foil 
of peril his dntie^ the more comprchennira should his 
fwoaight b^ the more rooted his tranquillity conccr ning 

*Bdo(M. Tb*wo(diUHalio*anNbttiUtod.— fiL 
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life and death. Bat these arc gifts which no experience 
can bestow, but the experience from witliin : and there is 
a nobleness of the whole jwrsonal being, to wliich the 
contemplation of all events anil phfcnomena in the light of 
the three master ideas, announced in the foregoing pages, 
can alone elevate the spirit. Anima sajtiens, says Gior- 
dano Bnmo, — and let the sublime piety of the jiassage 
excuse some intermixture of error, or rather let the 
words, as they well may, be inteqiretcd in a safe sense — 
anima sapiens non timet mortem^ immo tnterdum illam 
vitro apifetity itti vttro orcurrit, Jfanet quijfjHf snhstantiam 
omnem pro dirratione eternitasy pro toco immensitasy pro 
artu omnifonnitas, Kon tevem itjitur ac fvtitemy atqui 
gravissimam perfertoqm homine dignissimam contempta' 
iionis jxirtem jters^quimury vbi divinitatisy fiaturceqm 
sptendorem^ fmionem^ et rommvnirationemy non in cittOy 
pottty et if/notfifiore qua dam materia rum attonitorum seruto 
jferquirimu.9 ; sed in augusta Omnipotrntis regiay immenso 
atheris sjmtioy in inflnita naturtr grmimc omnis firniis et 
omnia farientis piotentiay vnde tot astrorumy mundorwriy 
inquamy et uuminumy uni altissimo concinentium atque 
saftanlium absque numero atque fine juxta projwsifos 
vhique fines atque ordines eontemplamur. Sir ex risihi^ 
Hum irternOy immeuso et innumerahili effect u sempiterna 
immensa. Ufa majestas atque honitas inteltecta conspicituCy 
proque sua dignitate innumerahitium deorum (mundorum 
dico) adsistentiay concinentiay et gloria, ipsius enarratione, 
immo ad ocutos expressa condone gfonficatur. Cuiimmenso 
mensum non qua drab it domicitium atque temptum ; — ad 
atjus majestaiis plentitudinem agnoscendam atque perco^ 
kndaniy nunu*rabitium ministrorum nuttus esset ordo. Eia 
igitur ad omniformis Dei omniformem imaginem conjectc' 
mus ocuJoSy virum et magnum it tins admiremur simulO' 
crum I — Hinc miraculum magnum a Trismcgisto appeltO' 



ESUT XVt. 15! 

bnliir hotno, qui in Drum Inutural quatt ijif^ til f/riix, qui 
rennliir omnia fieri »init Dfiu t»l omnia ; itd olijrrlma 
tiiiffiiif, vbique tiimni fiiiiriiflo.toiitriuli/, tiftit iiifmHua ttl 
Dfiit, immrnwt, tibiijue loins.* 

* De noKdi/f; <lr. A vim itiirit don sot fear dntfa, B«]r, HMC- 
limn— U in cum of toIudUij mutjiUom — Meki uJ gat* forth M 
mnt it, of ite owri McnrJ. Pur tbero »<rul« &1I arliul beingi^ br 
dunliao (Icrnitj, for |i1*<« inimeniit;. Tor kftion "r-' ifamiitf. W* 
pgrene, Ihercfara, n >|w:in or cooltniplaUua or futile, bat 

lh> Tcightiest «hI inint wortlir of id acoon uu, vbiln *a 

oamliiG and Mok Fni Ihs ((ilendoar, Ibe ialL......»« iml nimnanl- 

atiim of tbt DiTinllj and of luturt, not In meati ai drink, or aof 
jcl i^obtc nutter, with the nK« of Ibc Umndcr-slrick n ; bol b tha 
augnit fmLva of the Umoipntent, in the JliiniliblB et nial (piKa, in 
the lofiuile power, tiiat crtalea kll thingi^ uid u ibe Ajiding bdng of 
all Ihlngi. 

There we roajr cpntcmpUle the linst of sl»n, nf wnrMa nml Ihcir 
^aidian deitin, nnmbcn wMovt oanibar, each ia iu Mi-^iatoil 
•plicre, •iDging logctber, nnd ilaneine in adoratjoa of tlie One Uort 
lll^h. Tbus from the perpetual, imiDenK, and iDnamerable gnlngi on 
of the Tliilile wurlit, that sempitemnl and ahmluleij infinite Majatj 
is mtcllectoolljr beheld, and ii ElorifieJ ao«}^liog to hit glurj, bj tbe 
allendanee and cbnral >jmphoni« of innumeiable e<h1i, who ntter 
forth tbe i:\orj of tbeir inclfable Crrfttnr ir the expreuire language .if 
Ti->iun ! To biia illimiUUs, a limited temple will not correapoo^^-te 
tbf aeknowleilgaieat and due worsbip of the plenitude of bi* majeat; 
there would be no pToportJon in aoj nnmerable atmj of miDiatiant 
■ririla. liet us then cut oor eyca upon the omoifiinn image of tbe 
Hlirilates of tbe all-enat>ne Supreme, nor admit anj reprnentalJou nf 
hi« eicellencf but the liring unirerxc, which bo bu crcniol I— Thenca 
wu man entitled hj TrumegiitDn, the {real mirarle, inaamneh aa ha 
bu been made cnpable of entering into nnion with QihI, u if he wen 
himtclf a diiine utore ; trio to become all thing*, eren na in Oo4 all 
(biop are ; and in limitless progreaaiou of limited itate* of belnf, 
ui^n onward to the ultimate aim, crea at Sod ia ainialtaBMiaalj 
iniiaile, and e^erj where ill I 

Qioidano Bruno, the friend of Sir Fhilip Bidcej and ?ulk Orenlle, 
wai bamt under pretenee of atheiim, at Rome, on tbe 17th <d 
PebniarT, ICBB-16(iO. (Seioppio endi kia narrative in theia word* ; 
Sie M4liiUaliu aiiert ptriil, iraaactafanu, crtdo, in rtliquit Ulit, 
qtei finMl, MHadu, qtmam pacts Aniiinei blai/Aimi tl impii a 
J>-maiiii Iradari mint. Hit riaf M a^M m Buma til. ;eo emfra 
kemimtt iMpiot d moa$lra kKJatmadi proetdi a noMi nlet.—Bi.) ' 
Hia worka are perhape tbe aeareeat booka cnr printed. TImj an 
'v\j iBtaniting H portnita «t t, *ifne«a Biad Mranlini after 
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If this be regarded as the fancies of an enthusiast^ by 
inch as 

deem theniKelTet most free, 
When they within tbii grots and riiible sphere 
Chain down the winged soul, scoffing Asoent* 
Piond in their meanness, • 

by snch as pronounce every man out of his senses irho has 
not lost his reason ; even such men may find some 
weight in the historical fact that from jxirsons, who had 
prcnously strengthened their intellects and feelings by 
the contemplation of principles — principles, the actions 
correspondent to which involve one half of their conse- 
quences, by their ennobling influence on the agent's own 
soul, and have onmii)otcnce, as the pledge for the 
remainder — we have derived the surest and most general 
maxims of prudence. Of high value are th^iy all. Yet 
there is one among them worth all the rest, which in the 
fullest and primary sense of the word is, indeed, the 

truth, ainid ninny prejndiccR, which from the state of the Koroish 
Church, in which ho wsa born, Iiave a claim to much indulgence. 
One of them (entiled Emlnir Week) is curiouA for its lively acC'>unts 
of the rude state of London, at that time, 1)oth as to the streets and 
the manners of the citizens. (La ccna de U cencri. See particularly 
the second dialogue. — Ed.) The most industrious historians of specu- 
lative philos(>]>hy, have not been able to ])rocuro more than a few of 
his works. Accidentally I have \kcii more fortunate in this rcsiwct, 
than those wlio have written hitherto on the unhappy philosopher of 
Nula ; an out of eleven works, the titles of which are prcsenred to ns, 
I have had an opportunity of ))eru8ing six. I wan told, when in 
Germany, that there is a complete collection of them in the royal 
library at Coitenhatren. If so, it is unique. 

(Wagner has collected and published seven of the Itilian works of 
Bruno: Loipzij?, 1830. These are, // Candclajo ; La ccna de U 
cencri ; Dt la causa^ princljno et uno; De tinfinito, univeno e mondi; 
Spaccio de la besfia trion/anfe ; Cabala del cahallo Pcffateo ; and 
Dcgli croi'ci Jiirori, Two otherw are mentioned hy Bruno himself in 
the CcnOf ke. ; namely, Varca di No^^ and Purgatorio delt inferno, 
WafHier could not discover these. The titles of twenty-three workf in 
Lfttin are given by Warner. — Ed.) 

• Poetical Works, I. p. 99,^£d. 
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muim, that is, mnjimvm, of hnmnn pnidcncfi ; nnd of 
nhjcli hisioiy iisclf in nil tlint makes it most vortli 
Etudjing, ts OHO eontimiod comment and escmjilifimtion. 
It is this : tli.iL thorc is a visdoro higher than ]irudcnce, 
to wliich imidcncc stands in tho same relation as the 
mason and cnqicntcr to the f^nial and scicutilic archi- 
tect ; and ii is from tho hiihits of thinking and feeling, 
which in this wisdom had their first fomr'ion. that onr 
Nelsons and ^^'clIingtons inherit that glori a hardihood, 
which comi'lctes tho nndcrtakin}!, ere the untcmptnona >^ 
calcniator, wlio has left notliing omitted in lis neJMme of ) 
probabilitiu^^ except the might of the In m mind, has ^ 
finished his pretended i>roof of Ma impu Uility. Yoa I 
look to facts, nnd profess to take cipcnence for yonr 
guide. Well ! I loo n]'i>cnl to experience : nnd hit facts 
be the onlcal of my posilion ! Therefore, olllioiii;h I r 
hare in this and the preceding essnjs qnoted more 
frequently nnd copiously tlinn I shall permit m\-sclf to 
do in fnturc, I owe it to the cause I am pleading, not to 
deny myself tho gratification of supporting thia connec- 
tion of pmcticat heroism with previous habits of philoso- 
pliio thought, by a singularly opproprinto passage from 
an author nliosc works cnn be called rare only from their 
licing, I fear, rarely read, however commonly talked o£ 
It in the instance of Xcnophon ns stated by Lord Dacon, 
who would himself furnish nn equal instance, if there 
could bo found an equal commcntntor. 

"It is of Xcnophon the philosopher, who went from 
6ocnit«8' 6-;hool into Asia, in the expedition of Cyma the 
younger, against King Artaxcrxes. This Xenoiihon, at 
that time, was Tciy young, and never had seen the wan 
bcfoit) ; neither had any command in the army, but only 
followed tho war as a ^'olnntccr, for the lore and conrer- 
cation of Proxenns, his firiend. He was present when 
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lUiniu ciUAO in mciMuige from tho groat King to the 
Orodan^ after that Ojrns was slain in tho field, and they, 
a handftal of men, kft to themselves in tho midst of the 
King^ territories, cnt off fW>m their country by many 
narigablc riTers, and many hundred miles. Tlie message 
imported, that they should delirer up their arms and 
submit thcmsclrea to the King's mercrfr. To which 
message, before answer was made, divers of the army 
oonfcrrod familiarly nith Falinus, and amongst the 
rest Xcnoplion hapixsned to say : ' Why, Falinus ! wo 
bavo now but these two things left, our arms and onr 
Tirtue ; and if wo yield up our arms, how shall wo make 
use of onr virtue ? ' AVIiereto Falinus, smiling on him, 
laid, ' If I bo not deceived, young gentleman, you are an 
Athenian, and I believe, you study philosophy, and it is 
pretty Uiat you say ; but you are much abused, if you 
think your virtue can >\'ithstand the King's power.' 
Hope was i\\% scorn : tlie wonder followed ; — which was, 
tliat this young scholar or pliilosoplicr, after all tho 
captains were murdered in parley, by treason, conducted 
those ten thousand foot through the heart of all tho 
King's high countries from Babylon to Gnecia, in safety, 
in despite of all the King's forces, to the astonishment of 
tho world, and the encouragement of the Grecians, in time 
succeeding, to make invasion ui^on the Jcings of Persia ; 
as was after puqwsed by Jason the Thessalian, attempted 
by AgesilauH the Si)artan, and achieved by Alexander 
tlie ]i[acedonian, all upon the ground of tlio act of that 
young scholar." • 

Often have I reflected with awe on the great and dispro- 
portionate ]X)wer, which an individual of no extraordinary 
talents or attainments may exert^ by merely throwing off 

* AdTA&oeineat of Leoraiog, B. L— Cd« 
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all rcstmint of conscience. 'Wlint tlicn nmst not be Uic 
poirer, Triicrc an indiWilunl, of eonsnniniaUi wickedness, 
enn oi^nisc into the onitf and rnjiidity of an Eudividual 
will nil the natunil nnd nrtifiml forccn of a ]Ni|iulon» mid 
wicked notion ? And could wc bring witliin tlio ficlil of 
inin;;! nation, the devastation elTccted in the moral vrorlda 
by the violent removal of old customs, fam'liar Kyin|io- 
thics, willing nvcrcnces, nnd habits of ei'ltanlination 
almost nntnralizcd into instinct; of the mi 1 infinencca 
of rcjmt.ition, ami the other ordinary yro\<s i iid aicbincos 
of our inlinii virtue, or at leiirtt, if virtue U t«o high a 
nnmc, of our well-doing ; nnd abore all, if w ^ could giTO 
fom) nnd body to all the effects imMlniTd on the iiHnd[ilc8 
nnd di!i|iositions of untion^ by llie infections fwlinffs of 
iusccnrity, and the Gonl-siekcning RcnKc of nnstcndincss 
in the whole c<lificc of civil society j the horrors of liattlc, 
tlioiish the miseries of n whole war were bronglit togc- 
tlicr before our eyes in one disastrous field, would present 
but a tame tragedy in comimrison. Xny it woidd even 
present a ^ight of oomfort and of elevation, if this field of 
camn<;c were the sign and result of n national resolve, of 
a general will, so to die, that neither deluge nor fire 
should take away the mime of country firun their graves, ■ 
nitlicr than to tread the same clodti of earth, no longer a I 
conntr}', dud themselves alive in nature, but dead in I 
infamy. AAliat is Greece at this jircsent moment ? Itia 
the countr}' of the her\>es from Codnis to PhiloixemeD { 
atid so it would l«, though all the sanda of Africa should 
cover its com-ficldB and olive gardens, and not a flower 
were Icfl on Hj'mcttuB for a bee to mnrmur in. 

If then the power with which ivickcduess can invest 
the human being be thus tremendous, greatly does it 
behove ns to inquire into its source and causes. So' 
doing wo sball qnickly diacovcr that it is not vice, as 
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Ticc, which is thns mighty ; but sjrstcmntic rioc Yico 
self-consistent and entire ; crime corrcsiionding to crime ; 
Tillany entrenched and barricadoed by villany ; this is 
the condition and main constituent of its ]X)wer. TIic 
abandonment of all principle of rif^ht enables the soul to 
choose and act nix)n a principle of i!\Tong, and to subor- 
dinate to this one principle all the various vices of 
human nature. For it is a mournful truth, that as 
devastation is incomparably an easier work than produc- 
tion, so may all its means and instruments bo more 
easily arranged into a scheme and system : even as in a 
liego every building and garden, which the faithful 
governor must destroy, as imixnling the defensive means 
of the garrison, or furnishing means of defence to the 
besieger, occasions a woimd in feelings which virtue 
herself has fostered : and virtue, because it is virtue, 
loses perforce part of her cncrg)' in the reluctance with 
which she proceeds to a business so rcpu^jnant to her 
wishes, as a choice of evils. But he, who has once said 
with his whole heart. Evil, l)e thou my good I has 
removed a world of obstacles by the very decision, that 
he will have no obstacles but those of force and brute 
matter. The road to justice 

Carre^i ninnd the corn-field And the hiU of rinei, 
Honouring the hoi j boondc of proiiertj ;— * 

but the path of the lightning is straight ; and straight 
the fearful jmth 

Of the cannon-bull. Direct it flicf and rapid, 

Shattering thai it maj reach, and ahattVing what it reachea.t 

Happily for mankind, however, the obstacles which a 
consistently evil mind no longer finds in itself, it finds in 

* Ptetical Worka, IIL p. 24.— £<!. t /6. p. 23.— Ai. 




lis own nnRiiitnblent^s to Imiunn natnrc. A limit w 
li:ccd to its ponxir: bill within that lirait, both i» to tlw 
extent nnd duration of iU influence, there ia lilllc Itojic 
of checking its caiccT, if jriiint and united vices are 
o|)iioscd only hj mixed and wnttcrcd virtacR ; and those 
too, |irol)nhly, from the wnnl of Kinio combining jmncijilc, 
which a<«j;nis to each it£ due place and rank, at cinl war 
with thomseiTCB, or kt l)cst |>cr]>lexinK and counteracting 
each otlicr. In our Itite agony of f;l("7 f"*! of peril, did 
we not too oiVeu hoftr even good men declaiming on the 
horrors and crimes of war, and Kuneniui^ or Ktagf^n;; 
the minds of their brctlucn l>r details of iudividiukl 
wrctclicdnefs ? Thun under ])rctonfC of am iling li!fH«I, 
they were witlidrawing the will from the defence of the 
vei^- eourcc of those blessings without which the blood 
wonld flow idly in our reins ! Tims lest a few should 
fall on the bulwarks in plory, they were preinring ns to 
give up the whole state to baseness, and the childn;u of 
free ancestors to become slaves, and the fathers of slaves ! 
MachiavcUi has well observed, &ho eli Ire gtiifrazhni 
ftntlli: FuHO inlenik jttr gt; tatiro inltndt qttanio (la 
nllri gli i mesiro ; e il lerzo uon iiilfmle ni jier m tieno. 
Hi Jiff dimotlrazione ili itl/ri.* " Tliere arc brains of 
three races. The one understands of itself; the second 
understands as much as is shown it by others ; the 
third neither understands of itself nor what is shown 
it by others."^ I should have no hesitation in placing 

• II Prineipt, e. xxii.—Etl. 
f Ovr*i (ur vw^ani. it airf rirra rrit'p- 

♦iHffiriliMHiI ti «' Intrm rti it n'Aif prir l^irv' 
'Eat\i% i' ai liiaint. It (( ttwim vlftrw. 
*0> tf H fi^' auT^i Mf'ii, fiiir' tAAnr imiur 
'Ef tvfir MaA^tu, i r air' ijcfkit Artf. 

Op. M Dm. 3S3, ftc 
Co. f. aocnb «. 31. lir. iiiL 3S. Otg. Lmt. irii. 1. SI.— £4. 
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that man in the third class of brains, f«)r 
history of tho last twenty years has not suppli 
oomment on tho preceding text The wides 
prudence aro liko arms witliont hearts, dis 
those feeling which flow forth from princip 
fountain. So little arc even the genuine 
expedience likely to bo i)crceivcd or acted \\\ 
who have been habituated to admit nothing 
expedience, that I dare hazard the assertion, 
whole chapter of contents of European ruin, < 
might be unanswerably deduced from tlie 
some maxim which has been rci)eatedly 
demonstrated, and enforced witli a host of i 
in some one or other of the works of Macltia 
or Harrington. Indeed I can remember no < 
im|)ortance which was not distinctly forcto 
not by a lucky prize drawn among a thou 
out of tho lottery wheel of conjecture, but 
deduced as certain consequences from esta 
misses. It would ho a melancholy, but a 
able emp1o}incnt, for 8«)me vigorous mind 
acquainte<l with tlie recent history of Euro] 
the weightiest aphorisms of llaolnavelli alor 
trating by a])i)ropriate facts the breach or ol 
each, to render less mysterious tlie present 
lawless violence. The apt motto to sucli a 
be, — T/if children ofdarknena are wiser in Vu 
Utan the children of lit/hi. 

So grievously, indeed, have men 1>cen dec 
showy theories of unlearned mock thinken 
seems a tendency in the public mind to shun 
and to cxi)ect help from any quarter rathe 
seriousness and reflection ; as if some in> 
would think for us, when mc gave up the 



lliinkiog for ounelTee. But in tho first pliice, did thow, 
vrho opi^o^ ^e theories of innorators, conduct thdr 
untlicorctic opjioaition iritli more wifidgm or lo a Iia[i)Hcr 
result ? And Becondly, ore societies now conxtnictod on 
j)riiiciplcs so few and so simple, tliat tvo t-oiild, if even wo 
wished it, net as it were hj iuftinctt liko oar dinlont 
forcfathcra in the infeney of sUitca ? DoiiMletw, to act is 
nobler tban to thinli : but as iIiq old man doth Rol 
become a child I^ means of his second childislinesa, w 
little can a nation exempt itself from tiio noccssity of 
thinking whieli has oncv Icanied to think. Miserable 
was the deliu^ion of tlic late mod rcniizcr of mad dreams, 
in his belief that ho slionid iiltimalcly succec-d in trans- 
forming the nations of Euro[»c into the unrcrtw.niaj; 
hurdcH of a Bubylonian or Tartar empire, or even in 
reducing the a^c to Uic simplicity — so ddsiroblc for 
tyrant* — of those times, when the swonl and the plou;;h 
were the sole iniiilenicnts of human skill. ThobO are 
c))ochs in the history of a people which having l>ccn can 
never more recur. Extiq^itc nil civilization and all its 
arts by the swonl, trample dun-n all nncient institutions, 
ri^'hts, distinetionN, and privileges, drag us Itackward to 
uiir old barbarism, as beaxtji to the dun of Cacns— deem 
you that tlius yon could re-create the nncxamining and 
boisterous youth of llic world, when the sole questions 
were—" \Vliat is to be contiuercd ? and who is tlie most 
famous leader ? " 

In an age in which artificial knowledge is received 
almost at the birth, intellect and thought alone can bo 
our upholder and jndge. Let the imjtortunce of this 
truth procure jKirdou for its rciictition. Only by means 
of scrionsness and meditation and the free infliction of 
censure in the spirit of love, can the true philanthropist 
of the present time, curb-in himself and his contemiwra- 
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ric8 ; only by thcKO can ho aid in prcTcnting the evils 
which threaten na, not from the tenon of an enemy so 
much 88 from onr own fear of, and aversion to, t)ic toils 
of reflection. For all most now be taught in sport — 
science, morality, yea, religion itself. And yet few now 
8i)ort fVom the actual impulse of u lielicving fancy and in 
a hap|)y delusion. Of the most influential class, at least, 
of onr literary guides — the anonunous autltoni of our 
periodical publications — the most Ynxri assume this 
character from cowardice or malice, till having l)egun 
with studied ignorance and a premeditated levity, they at 
length realize the lie, and end indeed in a pitiable desti- 
tution of all intellectual {xiwcr. 

To many I shall ap^iear to si)cak insolently, because 
the i>ublic,^for that is the ])hrase which has succeeded 
to The Toura, of the wits of the reign of Charles 11.) — 
the public is at present accustomed to And itself ap])ealcd 
to as the infallible ju(l;;c, and each reader complimented 
i^ith excellencies, which if he really iHisscsiicd, to what 
puqiose is he a rcjider, unless, iwrhaps, to remind himself 
of his own suiwrierity ! I confess that I think very 
f jrlilfercntly. I have not a dee])er conviction on earth, 
than that the principles of taste, morals, and religion, 
i'liich are taught in the coiuiU(mest l>04»kH of recent 
Ai>m]N)sition, arc false, injurious, and debasing. If these 
sentiments should l)o just, tlie consequences must Ix; so 
im^iorUmt, that every well-educated man, who iirofesses 
them in sincerity, deserves a ])atient hearing. lie may 
fairly ap])eal even to those whose {x^rsuasions arc most 
0])iK)8ed to his own, in the words of the philosopher of 
Xola : — Ad inthfrr qitfrtto von^ qunUnctnique jtrimo videan- 
iur asjperftf, adfrmh'fr^ tit qitt vohis formn hisanire iiikar, 
saffrm qiiibm inMniam rntionihun cofjnosrniis, AVlmt I 
feel deeply, freely will I utter. Truth is not detraction ; 



and assnrcdij we do not bate him to whom ire tct) the 
tnilh. But with whomsoever w \ilaj the docdrcr and 
flatterer, Iiim at tho Ixitiom va di»\nsc Wc nrc, tiulcod, 
ooder a nccessi^ to conceive a vilcncss in him, in <H^r 
to diminish tha Mnee of the wrong wc have committed, 
by the northlcmiCK of tiic ulijcct. 

Tlirough no excess of conlidcncc in the strcngtii of my 
talents, but with tho dcci)cst ossnrnncc of ihc justice of 
my cause, I bid defiance to nil tlio flnltei sn of tlic ToHj 
and foolish Bclf-opiniDn of the half instnicwd many ;— to 
all who till tJio air nlth fci^tAl cxpb>s ions and falfio Srcs 
eent up a^inst tJie Iif;btning8 of licarcn, in order tliat 
the i)couIe may neither diistinguisli the waminp flash nor 
hear the threatening tliiinOor ! How I'ocently did we 
stand alone in the world ? And though the one storm 
has blown over, anotbcr may even now he gathering : or 
haply the hollow munnur of the earthquake witJiin tho 
bowels of our own commonweal may strike a direr terror 
than ever did the temjiest of foreign warfare. Therefore, 
though the first quatrain is no longer aiiplicablc, yet the 
moral truth and the sublime exhortation of the following 
sonnet can ncTcr be sui<erannuated. With it I conclude 
this cst>ay, thanking God that 1 have communed with, 
honoured, and lovcii il^ wise and liigh-mindcd ontlior. 
To know that such men arc among us, is of itself &n 
antidote against dcsjwndcucc. — 



AaolhriT jm I — >nath«r dnullj blow 1 
ADothtr mighty empire ovtrtlirdwn I 
And wc »n Itfl, or ih>U b« 1(0, tioat ; 
Tha Uit tbftl <krBi to ilrngglg iritll Uw Fn. 
'Tia well I fniin thu dtjr fomnl *• ihill ksa« 
Tbtt IB onnelrn our Bfstf Diul b« naglit ; 
Tbkt bf oar own ru;hl buuli it mixt b* wrsvght ; 
Tlttt w« BHt lUad oBptopt or ba btid low. 
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daitard t wbon radi foralMto doth noi oImv t 
We ihaU exvlt^ if thej, who nile iIm land, 
Be neo who hold iU 111M17 Uimingi deer, 
Viie, vprighti vftliaiit ; DOi a ▼etml battd. 
Who are to jidge of danger which they feari 
And heaowi which ih^ do Mi utdenitatid. 

WoEMWOtTO. 
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ESMTS INTERPOSED FOR AMOSBIIBKT, ESTBOSfECr. 
AND PRSrAaATlOH. 



MISCELLvVXY THE FIRST. 

Bliam a MuiU «' qnaiidt arn'miiit jmulitprr aMueamiu, apitd 
Jlaiat uikiltmiittiu ftriamur: al rtdina quidtmt, al eliotu, at di 
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bicued ktUn ! thai nmbina in om 
All agei I'uL, and ntnke an« li*e with til : 
Jij yoo w* Jt confer with "bo «* eoiw, 
Atiii tbc dcnil-liTiag nulo coDUcil «all I 
Bj jno tLo unhnra ahull fanre (MBiniui.ioa 
Of vbai we feel kud what doth ui beTklU 

Since writinfTi an tlie xtins, IJio srtfries, 

Aiid DDddsijing lire-tlrinKS of tho!« hcirtx, 

. That Mill shall put ^lud blill ahall excrciw 

Tlicir migfaticit poim* ■hen nature none iniortj : 
And tha ilroDe e^nntilntinn of Ibe'ir praiw 
Xltv oat Ibfl inTuctioB o( diitemper'd dijni. 

DmitL'i HoMriiiLDS. 

TiiE intelligence, which jirodiices or controiila liuinnn 
nctinns and occniri'iiccs, is oflcu rcprcscntwl by the 
Mystics under the nnnio and notion of the fiuprcinc har- 
monist. I do not myself approve of tlicse metaphorB: 
they seem to imply a n^tlcEsQcss to nndcretjind tlmt vrhicb 
is not among the Appointed objects of our comprehension 
or discnrsirc faculty. But certainly tliere is cue esccl- 
Icnoo in good miisic, to which, without ntyiilicism, wo 
may find or make an analogj- in Uic records of liistoiy. 
I allndc to that scnsQ of recognition, which accomjHinic^ 
our Bcnw of noTclty in the most original [lasNi^ of a 
grutt composer. If wc listen to a sj'mphony of Ciiuiunsa, 
tho present atratn still Bccma not only to recall, bat 
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almost to renew, some past movement, another and yet 
the same ! Each present movement brin^n<^ back as it 
were, and embodjing the ppirit of some melody that had 
gone before, anticiiiates and seems tiyin^^ to overtake 
something that is to come : and the musician has reached 
the summit of his art, when having thus modified the 
present by the ^Nist, he at the same time weds the past in 
the present to some prc|iared and corrcsiwnsive future. 
The auditors thoughts and feelings move under the same 
influence: retrospection blends with anticiimtion, and 
hope and memory, a female Janus, become one power 
with a double asjiect A similar effect the reader may 
produce for himself in the images of history, if he will be 
content to substitute an intellectual complacency for 
pleasnrable sensation. The events and characters of one 
age, like the stniins in music, reciill those of another, 
and the variety by which each is individualized, not only 
gives a charm and poignancy to the resemblance, but 
likewise renders the whole more intelligible. Meantime 
ample room is aftbrdcd for the cxert'iKc both of the 
judgment and the fancy, in distinguishing cases of real 
resemblance from those of intentional imitation, the 
analogies of nature, revolving u\H>n herself, from the 
masquerade figures of cunning and vanity. 

It is not from identity of opinions, or from similarity 
of events and outward actions, that a real resemblance in 
the radical character c^n be deduced. On the contrary, 
men of great and stirring jiowers, who are destined to 
mould the ago in which they are bom, must first mould 
themselves upon it. I^Iohammed bom twelve centuries 
later, and in the heart of Europe, would not have been a 
fistlso prophet ; nor would a false prophet of the present 
generation have been a ^lohammed in the seventh cen- 
tury. I have myself tlierefore, derived the dee^t 
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interest fVom tlio compnrison of men, niioxo chaniclcra 
nt first ricv ({qwar wijel)' dissiinilnr, wlio }'ct hnvc pro- 
dnccd similar ^ocU <>n tlieir difTcrcnt n^cs and this by 
the exertion of powers nliicli on c\timination wiU b« 
Toand far took ntikc, tlinn tlie (illcrod dra]>Gry and 
costome vould have led us to Enspcct, Of Uie heirs of 
fame few aro more rcspctled by me, th'iugli for very 
diflcrcnt qoalitics, ttknu Erasmus aiid Li [hor; Bcarocl; 
any one hns » Ut^r sliarc of mr aversion hum Voltaire ; 
' and even of tho ttcttcr-licartcd Rous!«aa i raa never more 
tlian a veiy lulLCuarm admirer. I slioi 1 {icrliaps too 
rudely alTrunt tlic p.'nenil opinion, if I a^ wed my nholo 
creed concerning (lie pro]>ortions of rcnl alent bclivc*n 
the tvro purifiers of revealed religion, now oi^lected as 
obsolete, and the two modem conspirators against its 
Bnthority, who arc still the Al|>ha find Omega of codU- 
ncntal i;eniua. Yet when I al>Ktract the questions of 
evil and good, and measure only the elTects prodnccd 
and the mode of pnxlaeing them, I liave reifcatedly 
found the names of Voltaire, Ronsscan, and Robesiiierre, 
rceall in a similar cluster and connection those of 
EmsmuH, Luther, and Itlunccr. 

Those who arc fiiniilior tvlth the works of Erasmus, 
and who know the influence of his wit, as the pioneer of 
tho Reformation; and who likewise know, tliat by bis 
wit, added to the vast variety of knowled^ communi< 
cat<d in his works, he had won over by antici]«tion so 
large n part of the polite and lettered world to the 
Protestant party ; wilt bo at no loss in dit^covering the 
intended counterpart in the life and writings of the 
Tetcntn Frenchman. Tlicy will see, indeed, that the 
knowledge of tlic one was solid through its whole extent, 
and that of the other extensive at a cheap rate, by its 
superficiality ; that the wit of the one is always bottomed 
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QQ somid RcnsCy i)coplc8 and enriches the mind of the 
reader with an endless variety of distinct inia<^ and 
liring interests ; and that his broadest hiughtcr is every- 
where translatable into grave and weighty tmth : while 
the wit of the Frenchman, without imagery, without 
character, and without that j^athos which gives the 
magic charm to genuine humour, consists, when it is 
most ]icrfect, in happy turns of phrase, but far too often 
in fantastic incidents, outrages of the pure imagination, 
and the {)oor low trick of combining tlic ridiculous with 
the venerable, where he, who does not laugli, abhors. 
Neither will they have forgotten, that the object of the 
one was to drive the thieves and mummers out of the 
temple, while the other was prr)i»clling a worse banditti, 
first to profane and }>illage, and ultimately to raze it. 
Yet not the less will they jicrceive, that tlic cflTects remain 
parallel, the circumstances analogous, and tlie instru- 
ments the same. In each case the oflccts extended over 
EnrojKJ, were attested and au;rnientc<l by the pniise and 
l>atn)nage of thnmes and dignities, and are not to l>c 
explained but by extnionlinary indu>try and a life of 
literature ; in lioth instances the circumstances were 
supplied by an age of liojics and promises — the age of 
Erasmus restless from the first vernal influences of real 
knowledge, that of Voltaire fn»m the hectic of imagined 
suiK'riority. In the vohuninous works of Ixith, the 
instruments employed are chiefly thcjse of wit and 
amusing erudition, and alike in l)Oth the errors and 
evils, rcjd or imputed, in religion and jH^litics are the 
objects of the batten'. And here we must stop. Tlic 
two men were esscfitially different. Exchange mutually 
their dates and si»heres of acti<»n, yet Voltaire, had he 
been ten-fold a Voltaire, could not have made up an 
Erasmus ; and Erasmus must lu\vc em\\lVQi(i \N\ss^:ti;:!&. v:^ 
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hair liis greatness and all his goodness, to hare become a 
Voltaire. 

Shall I snceecd better or Trorso with the next pair, in 
this our now donee of death, or rather of the shadows 
which I have brought forth — two by two— from the his- 
toric urk ? In our tirst couple I have at least secured an 
honourable retreat, and though I failed as to tlie agents, 
I have maintained a fair analogy in the actions and the 
objects. But the heroic Luther, a giant awaking in his 
Rtrength, and the crazy Rousseau, the dreamer of love<^k 
talcs ond the spinner of s]XK;ulative cob-welw; shy of 
light as the mole, but as quick-eared too for every whisper 
of the public opinion ; the teacher of stoic pride in his 
principles, yet the victim of morbid vanity in his feelings 
and conduct! From what point of likeness can we 
conmicnce the comi)ari8on between a Luther and a 
Koujsscau ? And truly had I l)ccn seeking for characters 
that, taken as they really existed, closely resemble each 
other, and this too to our first a]>prehension8, and accord- 
ing to the common rules of biographical comparison, I 
could scarcely have made a more unlucky choice : unless 
I had desired that my parallel of the German 809i of 
thunder and the visionary of Geneva, should sit on the 
same bench i^ith honest Fluellen's of Alexander the Great 
and Harry of Monmouth. Still, however, the same 
analogy would hold as in my former instance : the effects 
produced on their several ages by Luther and Rousseau, 
Mere commensurate with eoch other, and were produced 
in both cases by what their contemix>raries felt as serious 
and vehement elo(iuence, and an elevated tone of moral 
feeling : and Luther, not less than Rousseau, was actuated 
by an almost sui^erstitious hatred of superstition, and a 
turbulent prejudice against prejudices. In the relation 
too which their writings severally bore to those of Erasmus 
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the 1st and vnder the circxcb<aiiw§ o% iz/t .>t-.^ ;c. j> 
■opher. For thif l^ar;^*^ I risfS fcr::* L:is of zlxz^j 
adnnta^m vhkh be dienT<»«i frr.G L> vrs i.^ijt**. a^*; 
mittt or«itciD|4a&e aim in Li« xu:;;nu 't.^suoi^mc* ^^ w!. 
M in hu r4i;rinal fiiviir^b. Ci».ij rs':?7»'I i! u-..i;r* :. 
his cnm ideaL T&e >iau Ti* u/^^A -wr'/^/.r '\iZ-.r*.^\ li 
the one ami in iJk '<rKT: ir.i :1^> »*.• :^ c ::.=. *^.i.< ' f 
Lather's manr a^ras'ui.'-.-N '^. :«• ::*-. t f^' '.^'.^. •• "-.*- 
of hiji own. x^A o«Hr "f ':i** *r=s-< f;.T •-:> '^f t.t'.t-* :-• 
grace ]Ia]if»iij t«r i.irri //c "r^**! 'i-.r:*-! ;.> ^^j^^i.*, 
firwn a c-<:»inin<*n E/jiL«=ir. a".r»5jlv r«r<;-.'rl j-t i:,^ 'j-/*^ 
and ioj-c; I mean i'vj ir:-:''rf.-L xr.: r.-.. :,v; *f Ar */ 
vhich Eni^Dias 1.^1 jr-:^K'ii.*T r,< ■,•»,"; *:.v;ir,;r V-- 
learncd. Tu know ti-a: wc kr»: ;:i kj.^.irtc:- r »;:;j */,'/;r», 
moderate^ onr fttiinz* ^ w<:ii ai» »s* p.:,;:: :,',;,• //ur /y/;iV>> 
tions: an*] fi^r the Djin^l, wiiivi, *,J.>^,^,-• /.♦•.if v, tv; U*** . 
of the iiiuhitnqe, it i» ui"TH «r*j/.<:<.;.Y '>>.r4*o,*;, t:*i: 
there sbimld ex}< an 'J»jv.i f'Ui ^.f )T^;if, on r;;/.}, /. 
mar fix itj^ attention^ and thu* \€d\i.wj: it* ot;; f'r,r.r;f>j», 
Boav^'un, on the c/TitRirT, i:j :!,*; ir.;*'>;.KV/t*> >;Ant 
of hitf age and hinh-plarx:,* iia^] ►iij'/^i l//; *;iii/;<; ^/f ;.^« 

iaoMol bu krtt«n exalu, tUt ia tAo, c;«4iiai'« '.-^u ^.\j, v.mi* «^^ 
Mil J of tM IMM ijpMcaa* Uiiervi i^ Ci.i iMU«iteV\.|' %wMi ^^1 



faith, ond stocnd hy tlic coni[in»i of unniilcd njason, 
ignomnt of tho biildLU currcnu thai woru buuing huo 
out of hifi coanw^ niid Uk) pmud to conmlt tlic futlifiil 
charts jmicd and held tiered by his ftHTfothcn. Bat 
ttio EtmngD influences of his bodily t«i»|icnuucDt OD hur 
nndcretanding ; his constitutional mclnnclioly pampered 
into n mwiiid aav^ by solitude; li vild droema of 
Guspicion i hia hjp<x:itnndrii>c»I fiuici of ho»tji of oon- 
Eiiirotors all loaded n^ninst liim i. his cause, and 
headed by mhuc onli-i-iiciiiy, to whw inochinntions he 
aUrihut«d CTCiy trifling miNbiijv— ull , iniwh Um) crw. 
tiircs of his imaginniion, as if initt^nu of men ho had 
conceived them to I"; infomal npirils nnd beings protcr- 
natural — tlicsc, or at least tlic prodisiiosition to them, 
existed in the trronnd-work of his natnrc : they were pnrta 
of Rousseau himself. And wliat corrcsi>ondiu^ in kind 
t<) tiicse, nut to s|)cak of deforce, can we <li'lcct in the 
character of his sup))o.scd immllcl? This ditliculty will 
sugfjest itself at the lirst thought, to those vho derive all 
their knowledge of Lntlicr from the meagre biograjihy 
me;, with in the Lives of eminent Uefonnera, or even 
from the ecclesiastical histories of Slosheim or Milner; 
for a life of Ijuthcr, in extent and style of execution 
{iro[>ortionc4l to the grandeur and interest of the subject, 
a life of the man Luther, as well as of Luther tho 
theologian, is still a (hgiiitralum in English literature, 
though iKirl laps there ia no subject for which so many 
uiiusc<I materials arc extant, both printed and in mann- 
»crii>t.* 

rorm. Tliii oiu, no doubt, one or VolUin'* ntual lit* of (lapF*- 
ntion ; it u not lioirtTtr 10 be ilcDinl, that bcra, uhI UintB;b>Ht 
Ewitwrland, ha and th< lUrk muter in *boM (crTict b* cnplojed 
bimMlf, bail tnipis (niDadi oT triampb. 
■ Tbo aflktioBkU ntpcei in vbicb I bold tb« ume of Dr. Jsrti>— 
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OM of the naay niaitriou nnnliiigi of Um eollegt to which I deem it 
BO mioll honrar to havo belooged— Jem, Gftmbridge— readert it 
poiolvl to mo to ■■mH| that the abovo remark holda almost eqaallj 
tnM of a life of Bramaa. Bat orery oeholar well read ia the writiast 
of Bkaomaa aad his illostriooa eoatemporarini matt have diaeore r e d , 
that Jortia had Mither oolleded taffieieat^ aor the beiti materiale far 
Ua worii : aad-^porhaiia from that veiy eaan^ho grew weary of his 
task* hefefo ho had mado a fall aao of tho acaatj mitorisls which he 
hadaoUeelod. 



ESSAY II. 

t> It, 1 Mk, Btsl imtinniint U lb< li«gt ioMnsI >t ■unkip.I, Urn- 
l^ral u well M ■^■irjliiiil, tW cirruin *nrkt, Itc tom knil ■nabn' 
of whicli *ra Euil &111I uullfnlilc. tUoulJ bi J isnulinl (ran *ll 
olher n'orki, Dnt In ric^rc* onl; but ecoa in kind Awl Ibal Ika^ 

colltctiTcly, ihoalJ form TH> Ik»K, to wblch in I t)M tiHi««rw nf 
fillh Lnil inonlit; tbe tut nvourH ii lo U biti. ab Fnia lb« adiaiU*!! 
ilniiiDi" of *hic1i nn man J.ite appval '—If ths 1 Tc tinb'aa af k 
knuk tu called ui>l r)>,ii^cl.io<l W, m the Koran itMn lUlGcr- la aiiDcC) 
■ KiulilT Iwnd of anion, unong oalionn wbom all otber eaoan md ti 
H'jonto 1 if noTMTCr Ibc book nrtrcd bf u uid oar Am-fatben kaa 
IwD tlie fiiflcr-nuivs of Ivarning in tha Jnrkett, nod of ciTiliulioa la 
the nidi-m, timcH ; knd lutly, if this Wi ftM mil wide k bWing i* not 
lo bo fuundcd iu a deluiion, wid dooiue<l therefore U> tlie iuiperounence 
uiil Miiru in vbifli looDer or K(rr oil delneioni rauit end ; how, 1 pnj 
jrnu, a it CoDcvinbIc thnt tbii >.bould be broa^bt about and MranJ, 
olhcrwiie tlian bj Uod'i ii{-ccial Touehuremcut to lhi« nue book, 
ciclu-ircl;, of tbitt clitino HUH, thai unifonu and prrfMl middir waj, 
ihicb in all |«iiita is at ufe and eqnal dttlanev from alt rrrorn whether 
of ci(Hi or defect I Rut apiin, if thin be true— anJ what rrotetlaul 
Christian wortlijr of his ba|>tisma1 dt-diatloD will den; iU truth I— if 
in the one book we an entitled, or cren jwmitlvil, to ei|iect the 
eolJen luesD thrau|;haut ; — aortlj we ought nut to be bird and OTer- 
tliTi in OUT ceniuren of the mislakc.t and iaflriuiliei of Ihoae, who 
preLewliDg to no warianl of eilnwnlinar? inipliatioo ban jrct been 



I 

I 



* Tbis ii one of th« hinge* on wbieh the gate of egreu from Ifae 
tpiritual Rome tnnu. Uinorieall]', tbo aflimiatiTe to the (jacttion 
Ilw b.-eu Iku eonaunt and clow corainnion uf Prol«.tauti*m ;— but 
ibclber It be likewiir ila indiareBanhle lupport. remniu vet t« ba 
diicuued, at tbo tribunal of gound pbikeophj. Hitherto both the ty 
and the no hun been, an it appean to me, but mj wcaklj and 
•ui>frSciallT BrpDcd. But I eonfen that CbiltingworLb makes me half 
a Kniuin Lalholic on thl> point ; leit in acceding to the froundi of hli 
argiiBicnU against the Romanuli, I ibould bccuma lea tlian half it 

pannitical nod anSocating e|)ithrt : — that i*, ccaiw to be > Catholio in 
aieraloo to iIm Papal faiti of Bodu CatbolM. 1B30. 
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nini ap by Gad*! pnmdnee to be of hicbcit power mud emiiMiiee id 
Um rtfummtMi of bw Cbaicb. For nUber doco it behove as to cvo- 
Mier, IB bov mMmj uwtoacco tbe peecMit bamoor nax'irt to tbe mas 
bftd bc«B wiwisbt «pM by tbe futhfol ttadj of that oalj CiuIU«>t 
•Mdel, ADiI eorrcctcd into on oiuuiBiog, or at Iea*t a renial, pic«tuuii* 
Baace ia tbe vriter or prearber. Tc% that -aoi aeldow tbe iBfimit/ 
of a MBbiaa aoldier ia tbe war0u« of Cbriat baa been made the verj 
BMMiVl aad gnmad-work of that aiaa'i pocaliar giftit and tirtuttk 
Qraiefal Uk «e tbookl be, that the tery faalta of fanoox mea har« 
beea itied to tbe age, oa whkb tb^ wre to act : and that thus tU 
folly of Buu baa pmed the viMlom of Uod, and been made the 
taetrnment of bia Bcrey to aiankind. 



Whoever has aojoamcd in Eisenach, will assuredly 
have risitod the Warteburg, iniei'vsting by so many his- 
torical associations, which stands on a high roc*k, altout 
two miles to the south from the city gate. To this castle 
Lather was taken on his return from the inii)crinl Diet, 
where Charles Y. had (ironounced the Imn uiion him, and 
limited his safe conroy to one and twenty days. On the 
last but one of these days, as he was on liis way to Wal- 
tcrshausen, a town in the duchy of Siixe (lotha, a few 
leagues to the south-east of Eisenach, lie was stoj>i)cd in 
a hollow behind the castle Altenstein, and cnrricil to tlie 
AVartebnrg. The Elector of Sjixony, who could not have 
refused to delitror up Luther, as one put in the ban l>y 
the Eniiieror and tlie Diet, had ordered John of Berleptijch, 
the governor of tlic Wartcburg, and Burckhanlt von 
Ilundt^ the governor of Altenstein, to take Luther to one 
or the other of these castles, without accpiainting him 
which ; in onler that he niiglit be able, with safe con- 
science, to declare, that he did not know where Luther 
was. Accordingly tliey took him to the AVarteburg, 
uider the name of the Chevalier {RiUcr) George. 

To this friendly imprisonment the Refonnation owes 
many of Lutlier's most important labours. In this place 
be wrote his works against auricular confession, cigainst 
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Jacob Lalnuvm, tlic ta-nct on the Hbiiso of mn^srs, (hut 
oj^iust clcrictd sod moiiiistic \ovf, coni)M>si.tl Iub cX' 
ItOKitinn of the 22. -27, niitl GS PiiHlina, finiahixl his (lo- 
clarauim of the Jln;f>ii/icat, Ijc^Tin to write his ClmnJi 
huiniik-it, and tranbUiicd Ihc Kow Tcstiiintint. Here too, 
and (hiring this tjmc, ]ic is said to havo hurled hiH iuk' 
stnnd at tlic dcrfl, tlio liliu-k Kintt IHini vhidi yd rniinina 
on the KtoQo vail of llie room hu la diod in ; which, 
Buivly, no one will hnvc visitiil the irtelmrK without 
having had pointed out to liiiii hy Iho m) (.■ulholio who 
is, or Dt lenst some fuw yuars npt trux ic wardtni of tho 
caiitic He miut hnvc lii'vn ciliicr n ^ f EUix;n-iliou6 or 
a very incnrions travilkr if lie did iiol. .„.■ the protilK-nUon 
of Ills {luidc at least, inform liimself hy means of bia 
IH.-11-knirc, that the Mtid ninrvullons hlut liids duiianco to 
all the toils of the serubhing bniiili, and is to rcmniti u 
si;ni fui* ever : and with this advantage over most of iU 
kiiKh-cd, that I)cing cn)inb)e of a double inter]>retation, it 
is t>(]ually flattering to the l*rot«slnnt and the Papist, and 
is rcganled by tlie wondcr-luving zealots of both iiartics, 
with etiual faiih. 

Whether Ilie great man ever did throw his inkstand at 
his Satanic JInjesty, whether lie ever lioai-ted of tlie ex- 
ploit, and himself declared the dark bloa-h on his study 
wall in the AVartebur^, to he the result and relict of tltis 
anthor-Ukc hand-grcnado, — (hapjiily for mankind ho 
nscd his inkstand at otiicr times to better pnr])0SG, and 
with more effective hostility against the areh-ticnd) — I 
leave to my reader's own judgment ; on condition, how- 
ever, that he has previously perused Luther's Table Talk, 
und other writings of the same Etamp, of some of his 
most illustrious contempoiiiries, which contain facts still 
more strange and whimsical, nlated by tlicmselves and 
of themselves, and accomiKinied with solemn protestationa 
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of the trath of their statcmcnU. Lather's Table Talk, 
which to a tmlj philosophic mind, will not be less inter- 
esting than Rousscaa*8 Confessions, I have not myself 
the means of consulting at ])rescnt^ and cannot therefore 
say, whether this ink-ix)t adventure is, or is not, told or 
referred to, in it ;* but many considerations incline me 
to give credit to the story. 

Lather's onrcmitting literary 1al)onr and his scdcntaiy 
mode of life, during Iiis confincinent in tlic Wartcburg, 
where he was treated with the greatest kindness, and 
enjoyed eveiy liberty consistent with his own safety, Imd 
bi^un to undemiine his fonner unusually stn)ng hcaltli. 
He sniTcred msmy and most distressing eHects of indi- 
gestion and a deranged st^itc of the digestive organs, 
llelancthon, wliom he had desired to consult the phy- 
sicians at Erfurth, sent him sonic dc-obstnient medicines, 
and the advice to take regular and severe exercise. At 
first he followed the advice, siite and laboured less, and 
sjient whole days in the chase ; but like the younger 
Pliny, he strove in vain to fnnn a taste for this favourite 
amusement of the gods of the eailli, as ai>i)ear8 fi'om a 
passage in his letter to Geor::;e Spalatiu, wliicli I translate 
for an additional reason ; — to prove to the acbnirers of 
Rousseau, who jxjrhaps will not be loss alfi-onted by this 
biographical parallel, than the zealous Lutherians will be 
offended, that, if my com]>arison should turn out ground- 
less on the whole, the failure will not have arisen either 
from the want of sensibility in our great refonucr, or of 
angry aversion to those in high places, whom he regarded 
as tlie oi)pressor8 of their rightful ecpials. "I have 
been," he wTites, "employed for two days in the sjiorts 
of the field, and was willing myself to taste this bitter- 

* It U not^Cd. 



girect amoscmcnt of tho fprcnt licrocs : wo hare caught 
tvo hares, and onft Imiec of poor liule pflrtrdgeiL An 
cmployincnt this vliich docs not ill suit quiet IctKnrcI/ 
fvliia : for cTcn in tha midst of the ferrets nnd (logs, I 
h&To liad tlioologicnl raiicics. But as much ]>lc&tinro aa 
the general ai>pcaTaiK-u of the eccnc and the mere luoking- 
on occasioned mo, even i-o much it ]ij i mo to tliink of 
the myj>t«i7 nnd ciiilik-ni nlitoli lico icncath it. For 
whatdocs thissjmlMil Kipiify.but tlia iq dcril, tlirongh 
his godless huntsmen and dogs, the shops and tlico 
logiaus to mt^ doth iirivily chase nnd luh the innocent 
i;Nxir little hcastfi? Ali! the simi'lo i> credulous souls 
came thereby far too plnin UToro mj cj*cs. Thereto 
cornea a j'ct mora frightful i»}'stery : as at my earnest 
entreaty we had saved alive one [xxir little jiarc, and I 
had concealed it in tlie elccvc of my grciit coat, nnd had 
strolled off a short distnnce fn>m it, tlic dogs in the m^an 
time found the ixior hare. Such, too, is tlic fury of the 
Poi)c with Satan, timt he destroys eveTi the souls that had 
hccn saved, and trtiuhloit himself little about my inins 
and entreaties. Of sueh liunting then 1 have had 
enough." In nnotlicr |Hiss.-igc he tells his eorrctiixindcntt 
" You know it U liard to he a prince, and not in some 
degi'ce a rohbcr, and the greater a prince the mora a 
ruhhcr." Of our Henry VIII. ho says "I must answer 
the grim lion that pusses himself oDToi' king of England. 
The ignorance in the hook is such as one naturally 
expects from a king; but tho bitterness and impudent 
falsehood is (jnite leonine." And in his circular letter to 
tlic iirinces, on occasion of the [wnsints' war, he uses a 
language so inflammatory, and liolds fortli a doctrine 
which borders so near on tlie holy right of insurrection, 
that it may as well remain untranslated. 
Had Luther been himself a itrinco he could not have 



( 
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dcKircd better treatment than he rceeiTcd dnrinsr his 
eight monthit* staj in the Wartdtnr; ; and in crinscf|nence 
of a morclaxniionA diet than he luul been accnst«inicd to, 
be wan pla|!ne<i with tcmjitatirins lioth from the flesh and 
the devil. It ix eriflent fmm his letters* that he siifTored 
under prosLi irritability of his nenoiu; system, the common 
effect of denin;i:ed di<;ostion in men of setlcutan* habits, 
who arc at the same time inten^^ thinkers ; and this irri- 
tability added to, and rcvivifxin^Tv tlie impressions made 
npon him in early life, and f(»stercd by the theolnprieal 
systems of his manliood, is abnn(hmtly sufficient to ex])1ain 
all his apjiaritions and all his nii^htly comliats with evil 
spiritn. I sec nothing impntlKiblc in the su])])osition, 
that in one of those unconscious half-s]ec])s, or nit her thoso 
rapid alternations of the sleeping with the hulf-waking 
state, which is the tnie \iitchin<r time, 

- the ffca<i'»ii 



Wherein the spiriu hoM ihclr voDt to walk, 

the fruitful mnfrix of phosts — I sec notliinjj imi>rol)aMc, 
that in some one of those momentan' slumbers, into whicli 
the sus|>cnsion of all thou^lit in the j)crplcxity of intense 
thinking so o(\cn imsscs, Lutlicr sliouhl liavo had a full 
view of tlic rfH)m in which ho was sitting, of liis writing 
table and all the implements of study, as they rcnlly 
existed, and at the siunc time a brain-image of the devil, 
vivid enough to have acquired a]>parcnt outness, and a 
distance regulated by the proix)rtiou of its distinctness to 

• I can PCAFCcly conceive a more <U'lli;litful rolunic than might bo 
made frum Lutlicr's li'ttcr», esitecinlly fn»ra those tliat were M-ritten 
from the Wartcburp, if they were trunslntetl in the HJiaple, sinewy, 
idiomatic, hearty, mother- tongue of tho original. A diHicult tawk I 
admit — and Hoarctly po»ible for any man, however fnx^at his talents in 
other ^e8|lvct^ who»e fatourito reading has not lain amung the English 
writers from Edward VI. to Charles I. 
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Hull of the objects really impressed oo the oulnord 

If tliis Cliristian IIerculc», this heroic dcniiKcr of the 
Aiip.-an Ktftblc of niKisLusy, hiwl been bum and cditcntcd 
ill tiic im-siiut or the ])n.-ccdiiig generation, be vould, 
■louhtlcss, have holdun iiiinsclf for a man of genius and 
ori^'innl |»n\vcr. Itut with this faith olunu he «onId 
si-nnely have removed the numiitaiiia ivhicit he did 
riiiiove. Tlic darkness Mid sujwnitilion )f the ape, 
wliii'h R'«iiiii'cd Eiieli a rcfonncr, hud monld.d bis mind 
f»r tlic reLcjiliun of impressions eoncvming himself^ lictter 
suited (u inspire the 8tren;^h and enthiifiaan ncccnmy 
fjrliieliiskof vcfoiiiintioii, imiireRsioiis more inBjTii[wthy 
ivitli liie spirits xvliom he was lo iiifiiiencc, lie deemed 
liiiii^eir filled with sii]icniatiiml iiitliixcs, an CKi>ecial 
siniinl of heaven, a clio-scn warrior, fifrlitiuj: ns the pencrnl 
of a Kiunll but faithful troop, a^inst an nniiy of evil 
Uiiij;* lieiulcd by the prince of the air. Tliese were no 
iiK'tiiphorienl beingB in his ajiprebcnsion. lie was a poet 
iiiiti-eil, as iiifat a jioct ns ever Hvwl in any a^e or country ; 
but his )KH:tic ima};es were so vivid, that tiicy mastered 
the )>oet's own mind ! He was )iOKsessed witli them, as 
with siilistiinecs distinct from himself: Lnlhor did not 
write, lie acted jnwma. Tlio llible was a spiritual, indeed, 
but 'not a lignrativc annonry in bis belief: it w;i8 the 
iiin^'aziiic of his warlike stores, and from thence he was 
to anil binisetf, and supply l>otb shield and sword, and 
Jiivi'iin, to the elect Jletliinks I sec him sitting, the 
litmic student, in liis chamber in the Wartchurg, with 
his midnight lam]i before bim, seen by the late traveller 
in the distant plain of Uiscbofsrodo, as a st^ir on the 
inountoinl Below it lies the Hebrew Bible open, on 
which he gazes, his brow pressing on bis palm, brooding 
vcr Bome obscure text, which he desirci to moke plain 
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to the simple boor and to the humble artizan, and to 
transfer its whole force into their own natural and living 
tongue. And he himself docs not understand it I Thick 
darkness lies on the original text : he counts the letters, 
he calls up the roots of each separate word, and questions 
them as the familiar spirits of an oracle. In vain : thick 
darkness continues to cover it; not a ray of meaning 
dawDs through it. With sullen and angry ho^K) ho 
reaches for the Vulgate, his old and sworn enemy, the 
trcachcnniH confoflcrate of the Iloiuun aiiti-ChriH^ which 
he so gladly, when he can, i*cbukes for idolatrous false- 
hoods, tliat had dared place 

Within the sanetiiiiry itaolf their ihrincn, 
AbomtnatioDs I 

Now — thought of humiliation — he must entreat its aid. 
See! tlierc has the sly 8]»irit of aj>ostisy workcd-in a 
l)hraRe, which favours the doctrine of i>urgjxtor}', the in- 
terccsfiion of saints, or the efficacy of j^raycrs for the 
dead; and what is worst of all, the intcrj)rctation is 
j)lausiblc. The original Hebrew miglit be forced into 
this meaning: and no other meaning seems to lie in it, 
none to liover al)ove it in the heights of allegor}', none to 
lurk beneath it even in tlie dcptlis of cabala! This is 
the work of the temi)ter ; it is a cloud of darkness 'con- 
jured up between tlie truth of the sacred letters and the 
eyes of his understanding, by the malice of the evil one, 
and for a trial of his faith ! llust he then at length 
confess, must he subscrilxi the name of Luther to an ex- 
position which consecrates a weajwn for the hand of the 
idolatrous hicrarcliy ? Never ! never ! 

There still remains one auxiliary in reserve, the trans- 
lation of the Seventy. The Alexandrine Greeks, anterior 
to the Church itself, could intend uo «i\|\^^ Xi^S^a^ ^:s^* 



raptions — tlio Scptnagint will have profaned the altnr of 
tnitli with no iuccnso for ttio nostrils of ibo nnivotsal 
bislioii to BnulT up. And hero <^in liis Iiojica ara 
l)aftlixl! Exactly at this jicriilcxcd passaso had tho 
Greek lranNlnti>r }^ven liiit undcrKtimding a liolidny, and 
mndc his pen Bujiply its place honoured Littlicr! as 
easily nii<;lit(»t tliou convert the nholo c Ij of Home, 
ffitii Ihc i'oiw (ind Ihc cuncliivc of Cunlina t indiuircly, 
as strike A sjinrk of light from the irords, and nothing 
hut iv<mK of ihu Alu>i>iii<lrinti Tcrxion. I >iwi)i]H>iiiUiI, 
(lusiRHident, unni},>cd. cmuun;; to think, yet c lUtiuoing hti 
hniin on tlic strotch in solicitation of a i liought i and 
^(lunlly giviiiff ]iiiu.so]f up to angry fuiieios, to rccoJ- 
lectioiH of |Kii4t iicnccntions, to nncn^y Uan nnd inward 
defiances nnd floikting images of the evil being, tlicir 
pii;)l»scil jH.-i'sonal author; he sinks, without iwrccirins 
i!, ir,t(. ft Irancc of plumber ! during which his bniin rc- 
Ltiii'i lis wiiking energies, excepting that what would 
have been uicrc thoughts iMjfore, now — the action and 
couutenveight of his senses and of their iinpir^tions 
lieiiig witiulntwii — shatic and condense theinsehes into 
Ihiugs into aaliticg. Re)ica(cdlyhalf-wakentng, and his 
cyc-lids as ofieu rcclosing, the objects which rvally siir- 
I'ouud him fimn the place and scenery of Win drvniu. All 
at once he sees the areh-ficnd coming forth on the wall 
of ihe room, from the very spot, i»crha|)s, on which his 
eyes had Iwcn fixed vacantly during the ix?r]>lcxcd mo- 
ments of his former meditation : tlic inkstjind which he 
liad at the same time been using, Ix:comcs associated with 
it; and in tiiat straggle of rage, which in tliesc distcm- 
pcrc<l dreams almost constantly prccc<les tho heliiless 
terror by the pain of which wo arc finally awakened, ho 
imagines that he hurls it at the intruder, or not impro- 
bobly in tho first instoat of awnkoning, while yet both 
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his ima^nntion and his eyes arc })osscsscd by the dream, 
he actually hurls it Some weeks after, iKjrliai>s, during 
whicli intenal lie had oflen mused on the incident, unde- 
termined whether to deem it a risitation of Satin to him 
in tlie body or out of the Ixnly, lie discovers for the first 
time the dark s]X)t on his wall, and receives it as a sign 
and pledge vouchsafed to him of the event having actually 
taken place. 

Such was Luther under the influences of the age and 
country in and for which he was bom. Conceive him a 
citizen of Geneva, and a contem^wrary of Voltaire : sup- 
lK)se the French language his mother-tongue, and the 
ix)litical and moral philosophy of English free-thinkers 
re-modelled by Parisian fori csprits^ to have been the 
objects of his study ; — conceive this change of circum- 
stances, and Luther will no longer dream of fiends or of 
anti-Christ — but will he have no dreams in their ])lacc? 
His melancholy will have changed its dni]>cry ; but will 
it find no new costume wherewith to clothe itself? His 
imixituous tcm[)crainent, his deep working mind, his 
busy and vivid imaginations — would they not have been 
a trouble to him in a world, where nothing was to be 
altered, where nothing was to ol>ey his i>ower, to cease to 
Ix; that which it had been, in order to realize his pre- 
conceptions of what it ought to Ihj? His sensibility, 
which found objects for itself, and shadows of human 
suffering in the harmless brute, and even in the flowers 
which he trod \\\\oin — might it not naturally, in an un- 
spiritualized age, have wept, and trembled, and dissolved, 
over scenes of earthly ])assion, and the stnigglcs of love 
with duty? His pity, that so easily passed into rage, 
would it not have found in the inequalities of mankind, 
in the oppressions of governments and the miseries of 
the gOTcmedy an entire instead of a divided object? 




And miglit not n perfect constitution, n {^rcmment of 
pare rcnson, r rcuoi-ation of the EOcinl cdntroctr have 
easily BOppIicd tlic place of tho rciRn of Christ in Uk new 
Jcnisnlcm, of Uio rcKtonition of tlio mibte C'linrch. and 
the union of aU men by one faith in one clinrity ? ncDCO- 
forward, then, we will conceive lus rctison employed in 
buildinft up nnow tho edifice of earthly soci ty, luid his 
imapnation an ]ilcJsin^ itself for the possibl'' rcniizatioa 
of the structure. We will lose the great n brmer, who 
w(u) born in an use nliieh needed hitn, in tlK piiitosophcr 
of Geneva, who wag dooipcd to miaapiily hif oncrgica to 
materials the pr.)pcrtie8 of which he minunc, n'tood, and 
happy only that he did not lire to witness tho direful 
cITcets of his own system. 



ESSAY III. 

Peefora cut eredam f quit me lenire doeebU 
Mordactt curat^ quit fonrjat falltrt noctetf 
£x quo tumma diet tulerit Damona tub umhrat f 

Omnia paulatim etmtumit longior tttat^ 
Vi9€:uloqu€ timul morimur, r^pimurque memendo, 

Ite fomcn, laeryma/ fmrutn colit atherOf Damon / 
Nee mihi conveniuni laerymte. Non omnia terra 
Obruta/ vivit amoTf vivit dolor/ ora negtUur 
Vuleia eontpicere: JUre et meminitte relietum ett, 

AUltoh : Pbtrarou : AIiltox. 

The two follo\vinfj c^snys I devote to elucidation, the 
first of the tlieory of Luther's npparitions sUited perhaps 
too briefly in tlic preceding essay ; tlie second for the 
purpose of removin;^ tlie only obstacle, which I can 
discover in the next section of the Friend, to the reader's 
ready comprehension of the princii»les, on which the 
ar^ments are jrrounded. First, I will endeavour to 
make my j^host theor}' more clear to those of my readers, 
who arc fortunate enouj^h to find it obscure in conse- 
quence of their o>>'n fc^od health and unshattered nerves, 
The window of my library at Keswick is opjwsitc to the 
fire-phicc, and looks out on the very larjj^e garden that 
occu])ies the whole sIo^k) of the hill on which the house 
Btands. Consequently, the rays of light transmitted 
through the glass, that is, the rays from the garden, the 
opposite mountains, and the bridge, river, lake, and vale 
interjacent, and the rays, reflected from it, of tlic fire- 
place, &c^ enter the eye at the some moment At the 
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ig, it was my frcfincut amusement to 
T rcfloction of tlio tire, that Bccmcd 
ica or K'lwccn the trees in diflercnt 
or the fields bcjond it, nccording u 
less light ; and which etiU arranged 
■nl objects of Tision, with a distance 
ncd to its greater or lesser faitit- 
diirknesH incron.«o,l, the imt^ or 
iv nearer and inoic dJi^tinet ; till 
lied into iwrfcct ] liglit, vlicn &II 
cxcludcil, the wirdwv becnniQ a 
•Jivc only that my Ivnolcs on tile 
1 room were lettered, as it wi.>re, on 
tlieir bocks with stars, mora or fewer ns the sky Tfos less 
or more clonded, the mys of the slars lieing at that time 
the only ones tmnsniitted. Now substiliitc the phnntom 
from Lnther's bmin for the imn^es of reflecletl li';ht, the 
fire for instincc, and the fumis of liis nx^m and its 
fumitnrc for the tninsmitlcd rays nnd you have a fair 
resemblance of nn a]i)tarition, and a jnst eonceiition of 
the manner in which it is seen togetlier with rhI objects. 
I hayo long wished to devote an entire work to the 
subject of dreams, visions, ghosts, and witilicrnfl, in 
wiiich I might first give, and then endeavour to ex]>lain, 
tlio most interesting and best attested fact of each, wliich 
has come within my knowledge, cither from books oi 
&om personal testimony. I might then cxi)lain in a 
moro (adsfoctory way the mode in wliich our thonglils, 
in statfis of morbid slumber, become at times i>crrectly 
dramatic, — for in certain sorts of dreams the dullest 
wight becomes a Sliakcspcare, — and by what law the 
form of the rision appears to talk to iis its onu thoughts 
in ft Toico at andibic as the shape is visible ; and this 
too ofteatimes ia connected trains, and not suldoiu even 
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with a concentration of power wliich may easily impose 
on the soundest jud^ents, nninstnicted in the optics 
and acoustics of the inner sense, for revelations and gifts 
of prescience. In aid of the present case, I will only 
remark, that it would apjKjar incredible to persons not 
accustomed to these subtle notices of self-obsciTation, 
what small and remote resemblances, what mere hints of 
likeness from some real external object, esiKx;ially if tlic 
shape be aided by colour, will suflicc to make a vivid 
thought consubstantiate with the real object, and derive 
from it an outward jxirccptibility. Even when we are 
broad awake, if we are in anxious expectation, how oflcn 
will not the most confused sounds of nature be heard by 
us as articulate sounds ? For instance, the babbling of 
a brook will appear for a moment the voice of a friend, 
for whom we arc waiting, calling out our own names. A 
short meditation, therefore, on tlic great law of the 
imagination, that a likeness in i>ai*t tends to become a 
likeness of tlie whole, will make it not only conceivable 
but probable, tliat the inkstand itself, and the dark- 
coloured stone on the wall, wliich Luther perhaps had 
never till then noticed, might have a considerable in- 
fluence in the production of the fiend, and of the hostile 
act by which his obtrusive visit was reiwlled. 

A lady once asked me if I believed in ghosts and 
apparitions, I answered with truth and simi)licity : No 
madam I I have seen far too many myself. I have 
indeed a whole memorandum book filled with records of 
these phanomrna, many of them interesting as facts and 
data for psychology, and affording some valuable 
materials for a theor}' of perception and its deix^ndcnce 
on the memory and imagination. In omnem actum pcr^ 
ceptimis magiiiatio influit efficienter ; says Wolfe. But be* 




is no more, ivlio would have realized this idea: vho hnd 
already cstahlishcil Uio foimdatious nnd Uie law of the 
tlicon' i and for whom I liad eo often foand a |tlcaMin) 
and a comfort, even during tlic nTeldied and restless 
nights of sii'kness, in wiitcliing and inxtontljr recording 
tlicsc cxitcri(.-nccs of llic nurld wichin an, of the fffmina 
tialiiiv, qtmjit el faril, el creal tt rrenliir ! He is gone, 
111}- friend j my munitiecnt co-)intron, Jid not l<%s tlio 
bcncFaetor of my iutclluct ! — lie who icj-oad all otlier 
men known to rac, added a line nnd ur-u-nkcftil sense 
of luauty U) tlie most imtient occiiro in ex]icrimcntal 
pliilcsoiihy and the iirofuiindcr roioare. of mctaithj'sical 
science ; he wlio nnitcd all tlio phiy luiu spring of fancy 
with the Euliilust disiriininntiou and an inexorable jndg- 
nicnt ; and who controlled an almost ]«inAil cxquisitcncst 
of taste by a wannth of heart, which in the [iractieal 
rvlutiuiis of life made allowances for faults as ([uickly as 
tlic moral taste detected them ; a warmth of heart, which 
was indeed noble and jirc-emiiient, for alas ! the genial 
feelingii of Jiealth contributed no si^irk toward it. Of 
these cjnidiiies I may siwak, for tlicy belonged to all man- 
kind. — The higher Tirtues, that were blessings to liia 
friends, and the still higher that residcil in and for his 
own soul, arc themes for the energies of solitude, for the 
awfuhiess of prayer \ — virtues escrciscd in the barrenness 
and desolation of his animal being ; while he thirvtcd 
wicli tiie full stream at his lij)s, and yet with unwearied 
goodness poured out to nil around him, like the master 
of a feast among his kindred in tlic day of his oini glod- 
ncss ! Were it but for tlie remembrance of him alono 
and of his lot here below, the disbelief of a future state 
would sadden tlie earth around me, and blight the vciy 
grass in the field. 
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ESSA.Y IV. 

Ti Twr fMt(utm¥. iru^vrcvfi '>^ ^uiirr cwcurror, •loi' tfyo^. ciSavf fivorro, 
virr* «l vcUiy fitfircp Gvap kyv^lw, Plato, Politicoji. 

It U clif&ealt, execllent friend ! to make any oomprcbennTe traih 
oomplctely inielligible, unless we aTail ounielves of nn example. 
Oiherwijie we may, as in a dream, wcem to know all, and then, as it 
were awaking, find that we know nothing. 

Among my carlic8t impressions I still distinctly 
rcmcnil)cr that of my first entrance into tlie mansion of a 
nci;?hbourin<r baronet, awfully kno\Mi to me by the name 
of the preat house,* its exterior having been lon^j con- 
nected in my Ciiildish imagination with the feelings and 
fancies stirred up in me by the jKrusal of the Arabian 
Nights* Entertainments.f Beyond all other objects, I 
was most stnick with the magnificent staircase, relieved 
at well pn)iK>rtioned inter>'als by si)acious landing-places, 
tliisadonied with gnmd or showy j)lant«, tlKTucxtiooking 
out on an extensive pros^icct through the stately window 



• Escot, near Oitcry St. Mary, Devon, then the seat of Sir George 
Toung, and since burnt down in 1S08. — Ed. 

f As I hnd read one volume of these talcs over an<l over again 
before my fifth birth -day, it may bo readily conjectured of what sort 
these fancies and feelings mu»t have been. The book, I well remember, 
used to lie in a comer of the parlour window at my dear father's 
vicarage- houNc : and I can never forget with what a ntrange mixture 
of obscure dread and int -njo desii*c I u^ed too look at thu volume and 
watch it, till the morning sunshine had reached and nearly covered it, 
when, and not before, I felt the courage given me to seise the precious 
treasure and hurry oflf with it to some sunny comer in our play-ground. 



nitl) its sido |vincs of rich blocs and Bntumted amltcr or 
oraiif:c tints : while from the last and hi^iicht tlio oyo 
coiuninndcd tlic wliolo sjiimi Hsccnt with Uio mnri>l« 
INkTcnicnt of tho grcitt hall, from which it acemcd to 
Eprin;; np uk if it merely used tlic ■n^'ttnd on which it 
rested. i\y renders nil! find no dilliculty in ImnidAting 
these forms bf llio outn'ai'd senses into thci: int«llecta^ 
nnalopics, so ns to understand the i>uq rt of Tho 
Friend's landing-places, and tho objects I iroposcd to 
my.sclf, in the t^niall ^uiw of essays in io»xl nndcr 
this title between tho main divisions of thi irk. 

3Iy best iMwcrs would hare sunk wit) mc, had I 
not BOotlicd my KiHtjirj' toils with tlie rniiJciiiation of 
many reailers — (wliellicr dnring my life, or when my 
pravc uhall have shamed my detractors into a sympathy 
with its omi silence, formed no i>art in this self-flattery) 
— wlio wuuld Biihmit to any reasonable trouble rather 
tlinn rend, ' as iu a dream sccmin*; to know all, to find on 
nwiikiuft tlijit they know notriing.' Jlnving, therefore, in 
the tliivc ]ireceding essays selected from my conscn'ntory 
a fi'W plants, of somewhat gayer (wtjils and a livelier 
j.'rccn, thongli like tlic gcmuinm tribe of a sober 
(liameter in the whole physio^iomy oiid odour, I Khali 
first devote a few sentences to a cataloguo of my 
iutroduetoty lueubmtions, and the remainder of the 
es-say to the proKi>ect, as f^ as it can be seen distinctly 
friiiii our present sitc-^'ithin a short distance, Ecveral 
wiiys meet : and at that point only docs it np]>car to me 
that the re ader wi ll Iw in dmiifr nf minljikinf; the road. _ 
Dropping tlie metaphor, I would say that tlicre is one 
lenn, reason; the meaning of which has become unsett.lcd. 
To dilTercnt persons it conveys a dilTercnt notion, and 
not seldom to tlie same i>crson at difTcrent times j while 
tlio force, and to a certain extent, tho intelligibility of 



^f 



162 THE LANDIXO-PLACE. 

the following sections depend on its being intcri^rcted 
one sense exclusively. 

Essa}'s I. to IV. inclusively convey the design m 
contents of the work ; my judgment respecting the sty] 
and my defence of myself from the charges of arrogan 
and presumption. Say rather, that such are the person 
threads of tlic discourse : for it will not have escai)ed t) 
reader's observation, that even in these prefatorj' pag 
principles and truths of general interest form the tn 
contents, and that amid all the usual compliments ar 
courtesies of a first presentation to the reader's acqunii 
r tancc the substantial object is still to assert the practice 
1 bility, without disguising the difficulties, of impro^nr 
the morals of mankind by a direct appeal to their undo 
standings ; to show the distinction between attention an 
thought, and the necessity of the former as a habit i 
discii>line without which tlie very wonl, tliinking, mu 
remain a thoughtless substitute for dreaming with oi 
eyes open ; and lastly, the tendency of a certain fashioi 
able style with all its accommodjitions to paralyse tl 
very faculties of manly intellect by a series of pctt 
Btimulnnt*. After this preparation, I proceed at once t 
lay the foundations common to the whole work, by n 
inquiry into the duty of communicating tnith, and tli 
conditions under which it may be communicated wit 
safety, from Essay V. to XVI. inclusively. Each essn 
will, I believe, be found complete in itself, yet an organi 
part of the whole considered as one dis(|uisition. Firs 
the inex|x;diency of i>ious frauds is proved from histor 
the shameless assertion of the indiflcrence of truth an 
falsehood exposed to its deserved infamy, and an answi 
given to the objection derived from the impossibility ( 
conveying an adequate notion of the truths, we mn 
attempt to communicate. The oonditvovL^ «t^ <k<^ 



(Icinikil, iukKt which, right though inmlo<|nnto notion! 
niny he lftu;,'ht nithout danger, and itroofe given, both front 
futis ami from rcBKon, that he, who fnlfila the omdiliona 
rti|uii\.J h_v conscience, takes tlio surcRt wbj of aoswcr- 
^in^ tlio jiiir|>uaca of ]Hiidcn<«. This is, iudc<.xl. the main 
i'linr.R'tLri>t ic uf the moral Kjnt^m titn^ht by The Friend 
l1iniii;,-li'itit. [lint the tlifitiuut forcfi;;fit »)nMqiicnoca 
K'loii^'^ i:\i-luKivcly to tho iuHnito AVisdo nhich la ono 
witli iliiit Aimigiity AVill, on which u'l Mnsc<iacncCB 
dc)>i'Uil ; Imt that for man — to obey tlio jilc uuoondi- 
tiuuiil coiiininuilnient of e schewing every b Uut implies 
n M'lf-i.-oiitnidiction, or, in other wordu, to iwodncc and] 
riiiiin:;tiii Uic fjrcatcBt jioMihle hnrmt'iiy in the ctmijioneiit 
iiii|iLiK-s nitd fnciiltics of his nature, involves tliuelTucts 
uf juiiik'iice. It is us it were, jinidcncc in nhort-himJ 
01' cyjihcr. A juirc consciL'nL-c, that inwanl something, 
iliut fl.it oiintuT, which being absolutely niiiciuc no man 
can duscrilic, 1>ecaiise evciy man is bound to know, am 
ercii in the eye of the U\\y in iicld to he n jwriion no 
loii^vr lliaii lie may be supixised to know it — tlio con^ 
EL'iutJi'e, 1 tny, bears the same relation to God, as an 
iicuunite tinic-iiiece Iwars to the sun. The time-iiiocc 
mea-ly indiuiitcs the rehitivc imtl) of the sun, yet we can 
rc^'ulalc our jihins ond proceedings by it with the «im^ 
coiiliiliucc lis if it WHS itself tlie cflicicnt ctmiic of light, 
bent, and the revolving Reasons: on tlic Milf-cvident 
Qxioir,, ill at in w hatever sense two things — for instance, 
A. and C. I), h^ — arc both equal to a third tiling, B, 
tiicy arc in tlic same sense e(]ual to each other. Cunning 
is circuitou.i folly. In plain English, to act tho knave 
is but A round-about way of playing the fool ; and the 
man, who will not permit himself to call an action by its 
prujicr name without a prcvions calcuktion of all its 
l>n>bable conscfjucnccs, may bo indeed only a coxcomb, 
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who is looV ing at his fingers tlirough an oi>cra glass ; but 
he runs no small risk of becoming a knave. The chances 
arc against him. Though he should begin by calcula- 
ting the conscfiuences with regard to others, yet by the 
mere Imbit of never contemplating an actio n in its ow n 
proportions and immediate relations to his mo ral being, 
it is scarcely iwssiblc but that he must end in selfish- 
ness : for the 'you,' and the *tliey ' will stand on different 
occasions for a thousand different persons, while JhjL* I* 
is one only, nnd rocnrs in ever}' calculation. Or grant 
that 'the principle of cxixidiency should prompt to the 
same outwani deeds as are commanded by the law of 
reason ; yet the doer himself is debased. But if it be 
replied, that the re-action on. the agent's o>vn mind is to 
form a part of the calculation, then it is a nile that 
destroys itself in the very pro^wunding, as will be more 
fully demonstrated in the second or ethical division of 
Tlie Friend, when I shall have detected and exi)oscd tlic 
equivoque between an action and a series of motions, by 
which the detenninalions of the will are to Ikj realised in 
the world of the senses. Wliat modification of the latter 
corresjwnds to the former, and is entitled to be calleil by 
the same name, will often dcjK'nd on time, place, ^xirsons, 
and circumstances, the consideration of which requires an 
exertion of the judgment ; but the action itself remains 
the same, and like all othe r idensj irt^exist'S-iH the reason, 
or in the more expressive and i>erhap8 more precise and 
philosophical language of St. Paul, in the spirit, unal- 
terable iKKjause unconditional, or with no other than that 
most awful condition, a^ sure as God Uveth^ it is so! 
-These remarks are inserted in this place, l>ecauso the 
principle admits of easiest illustration in the instance 
of vcnictfy and the actions connected with the same, and 
may then be intelligibly ajiplied to other departments of 
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moralitv, -.i]] ot hUcL WooUiduD iiukcd cnasidcn u only 
so Dianr uilftrent fonna of tmth and talsL-lwuL So 6a 
I trcatixl -jf oral commanicatioin of tlw Iruth. The 
ii]i|>liculiiliiy of the same principle is Umhi tried nnd 
allinncd in pnttlicntions by die jmss, (iret bs bvtwvoi the 
iu<Iiri(ltinl ni)(l his own conEcicnir, and lliui lictwX'Ctl tlio 
jiubli^licr iiiid the sUitc: and ondvr tliir lutnd I JiaTc 
ixiDsidcrui] »t liu^'c the rjucstions of a fiv< itw and tlie 
bw of liljvl, ilic anomalies and |Mx;iUiar d ultlm of tlic 
latter, an<l iliu only })o»«iblc iolntjon cum ibio with Llio 
iiintiiiiiniKu iif Uie funucr; a boIbUoii ri { wotof and 
juntified l>y tlic necessarily anomalona aiK. nuioe natnra 
of tiic law itself. I coafL-M that I look iMck on tliii) 
discussion cuncerning the i>ress nnd iU limits with a satis- 
f.R'Iii'ii iiiiugiinl to ine in the review of my own hilwurs: 
and if the date of their first publication (September, 
iMti'j) bo rcmLiiibcreU, il will not jierhaiis l*c denied on 
uii imjKinial coiiiiiari.son, that I have trciittxl tliis most 
iiiilMntant Kiibjcct, so esjiccially intcrestin;; in the prc- 
K'lit time, ni'ire fully and more Kystemalieally than it 
had n]i to that lime been. IiiUrm turn rerii cuiisfienlia, 
liim i/h me. mnsolor, quod Ojilimis quili»»que rerte tion 
iiiijii-olKiiiiiir,/orltixiiis omnibus jilaciliiri, »imul alqiu Uvor 
ab obilii roitquirverit. 

Lr.stly, the subject \» conehided even as it commenced, 
and ii.s beseemed a diM|uisition [ilaeed ax the titbits and 
>tibule of llie whole work, witli an cnforecmcnt of the 
>w.>Iutu neecwijty of principles grounded in reason as 
bawis or nitlier as tiie living root of a ll ■'(■nninoe x- 
iwiiiuiw. ^VJiero these are dospir«d or at best regaiikiT 
a&JiUenR from the actual liuHincsn of life, nnd consigned 
to the idcid world of ejieculative philosophy and Utopian 
politics, instead of stntcjvisdpm we shall havtstatiaaTift, 
and for tho talent of the governor the clcvcmesa of aa 
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embarrassed sixindthrift — wliich consists in tricks to 
shift off difficulties and dangers when they are close 
upon us, and to keep them at anu's length, not in solid 
and grounded courses to i)reclude or subdue them. Vfe 
must content ourselves with expedient-makers — with 
fire-engines against fires, life-boats against inundations ; ' 
but no houses built fire-])roof, no dams that rise above 
the water-mark. The reader will have obsened that 
already has the term, reason, been freijuently contradis- 
tinguished fi-om the understanding and the judgment. 
If I could succeed in fully explaining the sense in which 
the word reason is emi)loyed by me, and in satisfying the 
reader's mind concerning the grounds and imi)ortance of 
the distinction, I should feel little or no a])prehension 
concerning the intelligibility of these eswiys from first to 
last. Tiie following section is in jmrt founded on this 
distinction : the which remaining obscure, all else will 
be so as a system, however clear the comi)onent para- 
graphs may be, taken separately. In the a]>|»endix* to 
my first Lay Sennon, I have, indeed, treated the question 
at considerable length, but chiefly in relation to the 
heights of theolog}' and metai)hysics. In tlie next num- 
ber I attempt to explain myself more popularly, and tnist 
that with no great exi^nditure of attention the reader 
will satisfy his mind, that our remote ancestors sjwke as 
men acquainted with the constituent parts of their o\mi 
moral and intellectual being, when tliey described one 
man as~'l)eTng"oUt of his senses,' another as • out of his 
wits,' or • deranged in his understanding,' and a third as 
having Most his reason.' Obsen'e, the understanding^\ 
may be deranged, weakened, or ixjrvertcd ; but the reason \ 
is either lost or not lost, that is, wholly prescn^ .^r wholly 
absent. 

* Thf third csiaj, eTruii«^ui\^ V^\ftc^^«<— ^^« 
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If tlic render will Bnbslitnte the «'onl " tmilcnstnnd- 
iiig " for " rey^n," and the word " rehson " for " roli^ion," 
l[;imii.L,ton has here com]>k'tclv csjirc^'icd liic truth for 
ulii(.'h I Aiii I'ontcndin^. Mna may rather be itcftiicd a 
nuiiituil tlian an iiitciligcnt creature, in regard that la 
other creatures there may be something of undenitjind- 
in^-, but tiierc is nothing of reason. ..-But tliat this ivas 
lliirringtoa's meaning is evident. Otherwise, instead of 
comimring two faculties wjtii each other, he wonld con- 
tiiist a faculty with one of its own objcetji, which would 
involve the same absurdity as if he hod said, that man 
might nitlicr be dcfmed an astronomical than a seeing 
animal, liccause other animals itosscsscd the sense of 
siglit, but were incaiutbtc of beholding the satellites of 
S:iium, or the neluhc of fixed stars. If further con- 
firmation 1)c ncccfisarj-, it may bo suinjlicd by the follow- 
ing reflections, the leading thought of which I remember 
to have read in the works of a continental philosopher. 
It should seem easy to give tJic dcuuit« distinction of the 
reason from the understanding, because we constantly 
imply it when we speak of the diGfurcnec between our- 
selves and tlie bnit« creation. No one, except as a figure 
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of speech, CTcr speaks of an animal reason ; * but that 
many animals possess a share of undec&tnndinp^, perfectly 
distinguishable from mere instinct, wo all allow. Few 
persons have a favourite do^ without making instances 
of its intelligence an occasional topic of conversation. 
They call for our admiration of the individual animnt, 
and not with exclusive reference to the wisdom in nature, 
as in the case of the (rropyfiy or maternal instinct of 
beasts ; or of the hexangular cells of the bees, and the 
wonderful coincidence of this form with the geometrical 
demonstration of the largest possible number of rooms in 
a given space. Likewise, we distinguish various degrees 
of understanding there, and even discover from inductions 
supplied by the zoologists, that the understanding appears, 
as a general rule, in an inverse projiortion to the instinct. 
We hear little or nothing of the instincts of the "half- 
reasoning elephant," and as little of the understanding 
of catcq>illar8 and buttcrflics.t But reason is wholly 

* I. have ibis moment looked over a traDsIatiou of ninmcnbacirs 
Pbpiologj by Dr. EllioUon, vhicb foriuA a glaring exception, p. 45. 
I do Dot know Dr. EUiotson, but I do know Professor Bluinenbaeh, 
and wan an aaxiduous attemUnt on the lectures, of wbich this classical 
work was the text- book : and I know that that good and great man 
would start back with surprise and indii:nation at the gross materialism 
mortined on to his work : the more so because during the whole perio<l, 
in which the identification of man with the brute' in kind was the 
fashii*n of naturaliKts, Blumcnbach remained anient and inntant in 
contniTerting the opinion, and expowing its fallacy and falsehood, both 
as a man of sense and is a naturalist. I may truly say, that it was 
uppermost in bis heart and foremost in his speech. Therefore, and 
from DA hristile feeling to Dr. Klliotson, (whom I hear spoken of with 
great regard and respect, and to whom I myself give credit for his 
Dianly openness in the avowal of his opinions,) I have felt the present 
animad version a duty of Justice as well as gratitude. 

Aprils, 1817. 

f Note, that though "reasoning** doex oot in our language, in the 
lax ose of words natural in conversation or popular writings, imply 
fcientifie oonclnsion, yet the phrase "half-reasoning** is evidently oscd 
by Pope as a poetic hyperbole. 
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denied, <H^nnIly to the highest os to the Iowe«t of the 
brutes : minnriso il must Im nhollr attributed to them,, 
and with ii tlifreforo Mlf-consciousncss, and pcrsoiuJi 
OT moral btin g. 

I shoul'l liiive ao cAtjeetion to dofine reason with Jocobi. 
and nith liis friend Ilcmsterhnis as an ori*an bciring 
the Kitno rdntion to siiintunl objects, the r-uivcnuil, itio 
eternal, ninl the necessary, as the ere 1«u to material 
and contingent ^>A<t»0iH»ia. But then it n at be added. 
that it in an orgim identical trlth it« appr ialc c^tjects. 
Thns, Gixl, the sonl, eternal truth, JL-c^ nr- lie objects of 



reason ; but they are themselves reason. 
the Saiiremc Reason ; and Slilton saya,— 






oGod 



^\niatcver is conscions wlf-knowled^ ia rcnsnn; and in ' 
this senw il may be safely defined ihc organ of the nujicr- 
sensunus; even as the underetandinp whcreTer it dwa 
nnt iHissess or use the rcamn, ax its inward eye, may be 
dtfincd the conception of the wnsuous, or the faculty by 
which ffc goncraliic and arrange tlie phiriwmriM of per- 
cc]>tion ; that faculty, the functions of which contain the 
nilcM and constitute the possibility of outvranl esixrrience. 
In Khort, the understanding supixmcH iwnictliiug that ia 
understood. This may Ik merely its own acLs or forms, 
tliat is, formal logic j but real objects, the materials of 
«nl>stantinl knowledge, must l>e furnished, I might safely 
Riy revealed, to it by organs of sense. The understand- 
ing of the higher brutes has only organs of outward 
wnse, and conscfjuently material objects only ; but man's 
understanding has likewise an organ of inward bciuc, 
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and therefore the power of acquainting itself with invisiblo 
realities or spiritual objects. This organ is his reason. 
: Again, the understanding and experience may exist * 
without reason. But reason cannot exist without under- 
standing ; nor does it or can it manifest itself but in and 
through the understanding, which in our elder writers 
is often called discourse, or tlie discursive faculty, as by 
Hooker, Lord Kacou, and Hobbes : and an understanding 
enlightened by reason Shakcsixjare gives as the contra- 
distinguisliing character of man, under tlie name ** dis- 
course of reason.** In short, the human understanding 
possesses two distinct organs, the outward sense, and the 
mind*s eye, wliich is reason : wherever we use that plirase, 
the ** mind's eye,** in its proi>er sense, and not as a mere 
sjTion}Tne of the memor}' or the fancy. In this way wc 
reconcile the promise of revelation, that the blessed will 
see God, with the declaration of St John,*i\^(? man Imth 
seen God at any time,] 

I will add one other illustration to prevent any mis- 
conception, as if I were dividing the human soul into 
different essences, or ideal iwi^sons. In this piece of steel 
I acknowledge the proiK'itics of hardness, brittleness, 
high iwlisli, and the capability of fonning a mirror. I 
find all these likewise in the plate glass of a friend's 
carriage ; but in addition to all these I find the quality 
of transiMirency, or the jwwer of transmitting, as well 



* Of Uiii no one would feel ioclinod to cloabt, wlio had Mcn ilie 
poodle dog, whom ibe celebrated Hluxkhdaco, — a namo so dear to 
Mience, m a pbtsiologist and comptiratiTc anatomist, An<l not less dear 
M A man to all Bii:li»hnien who bnvo ever resided at Gottinpen in the 
oonrsc of their education, — trained up, not only to hatch the eggs of 
the hen with all the mother*i care and patience, but to attend the 
chickens afterwards, and find the food for them. I have myself known 
a Newfoundland dog, who watched and guarded a family of youog 
children with all the intelligence of a nune, during their widka. 

t 1 Ep. if. 1'l.^Ed. 
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(i!> of reflecting, tlic nja of light. Tlic fti>pliaUiaii u 
obvioa.^i. 

If the nskdcr tlicrcforc will take the troal'lc uf bearing 
in mind these and tlic followin"»;i^>Jrtnali('tts ho will 
hare ixniovcd before Ikitnd c^ii«7''^oe.sjblc diHic-nltjr from 
The Friend's iwlitical Mctfon. For then: is ummIict dm 
of the woTil, KBwm, orisiu^ oat of tiic fomier indeed, bat 
lesd dcfiiiitev and more cx|Kiscd to n' oncqitioo. la -v 
tills lattiT osc it tnoiDS tlic uudcretAm g cou^Jdenxl os j 
Ujiii<;;[Uc rouson, so fur as fay tlie or^ of ruis»n only I 
we iK^>s tne iSeae of the necessary p the unirtnal ; I 
and this is the more comnKm nitc of tl> ord, vbcn it is 
a]>)ilie4l nrith any atlem]>t at clear anil .i^inct conccp- J 
tioiiH. In this uiUToner and derivative saix the bt^ o 
dotinition of reason, which 1 con pvc, will l<c fotind in 
the thinl mcnilicr ot the f(>ll(»via<r scnU-occ, in nhhh iho 
atidoistanding is described in its thrve-fold oixir.ition, and 
fn>ui each ret^-ivcs an oi>i>roi)riate name Tlie sense, — 
rig »finitii-a vtt iiituifitfi — jicrccivcs : via rryulatrU — the 
uiidenitandinfr, in it^ orni jieculiar ©(icration — cunccivcs: 
ri» rii.'iuiiiih'f — the reason or mtiuniillzed unden-tanding 
— C(iini>reliciids. The first is iniiirfssctl Uiroiigh the 
or^ius of K-nse ; the second combines these mtiltirariom 
hll■l^e!'^ions into individual notions, and I'v R-ducing 
tiiese notions tu rules, ncconling to the aiialo;:v of oil its 
foniicr nolices, constitutes cs|>ericncc: the third »ubordi> 
nates both of them, tiic notions, nomclj, and the rules 
of cxiwrience, to abjeliitc principles or net-cssarj- laws: 
and thus conccmifig objectjj, which our c.\i»eriencc has 
jiroved to hajw^&il existence, it deraonKtratcs, moreover, in 
what vaythcy are )x>ssib1e, and in doing this constitutes 
■ciencCT Reason therefore, in this secondary' sense, and 
used, not OS a spiritual organ, bnt'aa a faculty, numely, 
tbo understanding or sonl enlightened by that organ, — 
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reason, I gay, or the scientific faculty, is tlic intellection 
of the possibility or essential proiKjrties of things by 
means of the laws th^t constitute them. Thus the 
rational idea of a circle is that of a figure constituted by 
the circumvolution of a straight lino with its one end 
fixed. 
.^ Every man must feel, that though he may not be 
exerting different faculties, he is exerting his faculties in 
a diilia»»t'-^ray, when in one instance he begins with 
some one s elf-eWdent tm th. — that the radii of a circle, 
for instance, are all ecpial, — and in consequence of this 
being tnie sees at once, without any actual exj)cricncc, 
that some other thing must be true likewise, and that, 
this l>eing true, some third tiling must be equally true, 
and so on till he comes, we will say, to the proj^rties of 
the lever, considered as the Ri)oke of a circle ; which is 
capable of having all its marvellous jiowcra demonstrated 
even to a savage wlio had never seen a lever, and without 
8Upi)08ing any other ])rcvious knowledge in his mind, 
but this one, that there is a conccivjible figure, all j)ossible 
lines from the middle to^he circumference of which arc 
of the RJime Icugth^i^Jr when, in another instance, he 
brings togethej;^e facts of exixirience, each of which has 
its o\ni scpanite value, neither increased nor diminished 
by the truth of any other fact which may have preceded 
it i^n'nd making these several facts bear ui)on some par- 
ttcular i)r()ject, and finding some in favour of it, and 
some ag;iinst it, determines for or against the project, 
according as one or the other class of facts preponderate : 
as, for example, whether it would be better to plant a 
l)articular sjwt of ground with larch, or with Scotch fir, 
or with oak in preference to either. Surely every man 
will acknowledge, that his mind was very differently 
employed in the first case from ViU«X \\»'^^ volNJcw'5^ 'tfssjs^ > 
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Mill all men hare a^ccd to call the rcsalU uf Uic 6m 
class the trotlis o f scienc e, snch ns not only are true, bot 
wbich it is ini]K),«.vil>lc to concciTc oUicmisc: while the 
results of the scrond clatu arc CAllcd fact«, or thin;^ of 
cx[icnGt)au und ns to thcso liittcr nc ittnst orioii contcot 
oursclrcB with the ^atcr probability, tliat thoy are bo 
or so, rather thsin otherwise — nay, even when wc havo lo 
dniiht tl)at they arc so in t)ic pa lar cow, wo norcc 
jircsumo to assert thnt llicy miiRt i. anc so alwiiyx, and 
iindor all circiimstnnecs. On thf txaiy, our conclu-i 
sii>nH dciicnd nltoi;ctltcr on con nt circumNtJUiceB. 
Xow when the mind is employ i in the case firetl *^ 
mentioned, I cnll it rcnsoning, i Bjjs»-«rf tlie pBrcl 
reason; J^ut, in tlic second ciisc, iiik, nndcrstauding or 

^inideniw? v,^ 

This reaRon/(ip])licdjto the motives of onr conduct, nndA 
combined witlMhc-ticnsc of our moral rcs]>on'ibility, isU (.L, 
the conditional cause of cnj^en^, which is a spiritual W ' 
Bcnsc or testifying stat* of the coincidence or discordance / 
of the IVcc will with the reason. But an the reason ing^ 
consists wholly in a man's power of seeing, whether any A 
two conceptions wliich hnp|<cn to be in his mind, are, or I ^p 
arc not in contnidiction to each oUicr, it follows ofJ 
necessity, not only that all men have reason, hnt that I 
ever)' ninn has it in the same degree. For reasoning, or 
reason, in this its secondarj- sense, does not consist in 
tlie conceptions themselves or in their clcaniess, bnt 
simp))-, wlien tlioy are in the mind, in seeing whether 
tliey contradict each other or no. 

And again, ns in the determinations of conscience the 
only knowledge required is tliat of my own intention— 
whether in doing such a thing, instead of leaving it 
undone, I did what I should think right if any other 
person liad done it ; it follows that in the mere question 
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of guilt or innocence, all men have not only reason 
equally, but likewise all the materials on Avhich tlio 
reason, considered as conscience, is to workr But when 
we ixiss out of onrselves, and speak, not exclusively of 
the agent as meaning well or ill, but of t he action in it s 
consequences, then of course experience is required, judg- 
ment in making use of it, and all Uiose other qualities of 
the mind which are so differently disixjnscd to different 
persons, both by nature and education. And though the. 

/reason itself is the same in all men, yet the means of; 

lexercising it, and the materials, — that is, the facts and 
conceptions — on which it is exeix;ised, being ix>8sessed in 
very different degrees by different persons, the practical 
result is, of course^o^pally different — and the whole 
ground work of Iktusseau's philosophy ends in a mei*e 
nothingism^^E^n in that branch of knowledge, where 
the concqttions, on the congruity of which with each 
other, the reason is to decide, are all possessed alike by 
all men, namely in geometrj- ; — for all men in their 
senses possess all the component images, namely simple 
curves and straight lines; yet the power of attention 
recpiired fur the ixirception of linked tniths, even of such 
truths, is so very different in A and in B, that Sir Isaac 
Newton professed that it was in this ix)wer only that ho 
was superior to ordinary men. In short, the sophism is 
as gross as if I should say, — the souls of all men have 
the faculty of sight in an equal degree — forgetting to add, 
that tliis faculty cannot be exercised without eyes, and 
that some men are blind and others short-sighted, — and 
should then take advantage of this my omission to con- 
clude against tlie use or necessity of spectacles, and 
microscopes,— or of choosing the sharpest sighted men 
for our guides. 
Having exposed this gross sophism, I must warn 
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ajninst an fpfiosito error — namdy, that if ixa^on. u 
<listin;n>i^ic<] fwm iinidcntc. coiisisWjncrclrJn knowing 
that blnck cannot )« white — or irhcn n moii luu a irlcnr 
eonccjilion ^r nn in<.-ltxed fipirc, and anotlKf ei]iULUj' 
clcflrcon(-c|>ti(>n of a strniglit line, hiH namu toeha turn 
thut thc$c tno cciicv]>ti(in8 arc ii)coini<«tililc in the same 
object, tlint is that two slrni^ht lines cannot inclndc a space 

the reason ninst therefore be a rcr insi;rnilicai]t 

facnliy. For a momcnL'a eteadf «lf-rcfl( iwn wjH shew 
us, thnt in the simple dctcmunatioa 'lilaci is not white' 
—or, ' tliat two Btrnipht lines cannot inci Ic a si«cc * — 
all the powers are implied, tliat diatiiigi di man from 
nnimnis ; — first, the \tovcet of reflection- ftl, of com- 
pnrison — S*!, and therefore of fitis{icn))ion of the mind — 
4th, therefore of a controlling will, and the ("ower of 
nclin;: fixmi notions, instead of mere iniaj.'vs exciCmg 
a{>|K?tite»* ; from motives and not from mere darit 
iiiF-;inctH. 'Was it nn insi<niitiennt thin*; to weigh the 
liianeis, tn determine all tlicir courww, ftnil prophesy every 
pnssiliie rt'latiiin of tlie heavens n thousand years hence ? 
Yet all this mi'^hty chain of xcicnce is niUhing but a 
linking to^lhcr of tniths of the same kind, na, the 
ivli.ilc is p^^atcr than its part ;— or, if A and If=C, then 
AsIJ: or 3+4=7, therefore 7+ri=l2, and so forth. X 
is to l)c ftiund either in A, or B, or C, or D : it is not found 
in A, R, or C ; therefore it is to be found in D. — Wiat 
can l« gimpler? Apply this to a brute animal. A dog 
miwos his master where four roails meet ; — he has come 
nji one, smells to two of the othcns and then with hia 
head aloft darts forward to the fourth road without any 
examination. If this were done by a eonehision, the dog 
would have reason ; — how comes it then, that he never 
shews it in his ordinary habit« ? Why docs this story 
excite cither wonder or incredulity ? — If tlie stray bo a 
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fact» and not a fiction, I should say — the breczo brought 
his master's scent down the fourth road to the dog's 
nose, and that therefore ho did not put it down to the 
road, as in the two former instances. So awful and 
almost miraculous does the simple act of concluding, that 
* take three fh>m four, there remains one,' appear to us, 
when attributed to one of the most sagacious of all bmte 
animals. 



THE FRIEND. 



SECTIOX THE FIEST. 

OS THK PRINCIPLES OF POLITICAL KXOWLEDQ& 

Iloe potistimum pactofelieem ae maffnum rtj/tm §e fort judieans^ 
Nvn ii quoM pinrimit tetl ti quam optimit impertt. iWinndt /«ai*aM» 
ene putai justU pnrsidtis rtffnum iuum muniiue^ nisi idem viri$ 
ermlifiont juxta ae vita ini^jritait prwetlltntibua dittt atque kometid, 
Ximirum inUUigit kae dtmum eue vera rtffni deeora, has tertu vpei, 

Kkauxui : Eput. au Episo. Pahs. 
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SECTION THE FIRST. 

OS THB PRINCIPLES OF POLITICAL ENOWLEDOB. 

Uoe potitfimum pacto feficem ae maf^num retjem ic fort judieant, 
Hvn ii quoM p(Hrimu ted ti quam optimU imperet, Proindt parum 
eue putat iuttU pruuidiU rtgnum tuum muaiitset ^i*i idem viri$ 
ermtitiomg juxta ae viim inityritaie prceeellentifnu ditet atqne kontttd. 
Ximirum inUUigit kae dtmum e*H vera rtgni decora^ hat vereu opet, 

K1U8XU8 : E?idT. ▲!> Kpiso. Paris. 
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SECTIOX THE FIRST. 

0.\' TUB FBIKCIFLE3 OP FOUTICA.L ENOWLEDQB. 
IliK f-odifimum pnffo/i'ietai or ■itiiiibi nijtn it /on jtiliea 

rue pulal jutu pnriuliii resnum iimn nuniiiie, iiui idtm ri 
rriuliiitnt jiuta ne rilir inlc/nlalt pnettHeniilmt diltl alqut ioHtil 
.ViRiVnn iMtUigil Mac rfmun an nm rmni dicora, kat vtret apt 




*A' 




THE FRIEND. 



Bum politUi , 

iKlaHt, poliai Callidi Jiuui MjitCKfn,- tktarttiti i 
itirinam fattn tl la/ncirlla cvlnun Mln;Krt crcrfi. — ', ^mando Anmii- 
nuiit nnfuram, qua ntJIiii til, mallU atvi/ii lauilart, H fam, lait re 
tern al, liiaii laftuax ttorittil. Vmlt faelum itt. til itiii-viiaH 
folilicum cimnperiHt jue jiouil aJ umii renteari : trJ gita in Lte/iut 
rd i'n i'Hd imiaram aitrrs ntcu/s, vii ttilletl mi'iiimt fvmw avr, 
inililui jjofui'tscf. Al niki jJant ptriaadro, eri<trieiiliam omri's 
rirtValiim yeatra, iHa eOHfi/i! i-ouhkI h1 AgiHin» conroniiltr riea*l, 
tl limul mrilia, luilttti ma/lilado diriyi, tta qnibHt tnfro rerint limila 
tualiatri iltbtal, ottindittt : tin ■( hob crtdan, wot pi'tit aHqiiid, 
VWhI nh iiperifniia $ire jiraxi non altkorrtal, cogilcUBM dt kac n 
IUH7U1, qi-oil n'milnm er/frfHiD fomptrlnmnne tit. 

Tel iiiaadilum ttl; inl laulHi- 
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•Worn, .Leo Ih.] 
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, „- where, ticept in<l*cJ in l 

fuej, ftnd lo accuM anil vilir^ our natare an il really ia. llmce il bu 
hfppeaed, tbat tbei* men Iiits nCTer conceiTtd ■ pracUol iclicn.* of 
cini policf, bat, al beil, audi (ijrma of goTtnuutBt onlf, at ninkt baTi 
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been iostitoted in Utopia, or daring the golden age of the poets : that 
is to say, forms of govemment execllcntly adapted for thoM who need 
no government at all. Bot I am fullj persuaded, that experience has 
alrnidy brought to light all conceivable mrtn of political institutions 
under which human society can be maintiined in concord, and likewise 
the chief means of directing the multitude, or retaining them within 
given Ijoundaries : so that I can hardly believe, that on this subject the 
deepest research would arrive at any result, not abhorrent from expe- 
rience and practice, which has not been already tried and proved. 

When, therefore, I applied my thoughts to the study of political 
philosophy, I proposed to myself nothing original or strange as the 
fruits of my reflections ; but simply to demonstrate from plain and 
undoubted principles, or to deduce from the very condition and ncccs* 
aities of human nature, those plans and maxims which iiquare t.he best 
with practice. And that in all things which relate to this province, 
I might conduct my investigations with the same freedom of intellect 
with which we proceed in questions of pure science, I sedulously dis- 
ciplined my mind neither to laugh at, nor bewail, nor detest, the 
actions of men ; but to understand them. For to the safety of the 
state it is not of necessary importance, what motives induce men to 
admininter public affairs rightly, provided only that public affairs be 
rightly admini((tcrc<l.* For moral strength, or freedom from the selfish 
passions, is the Tirtue of individuals ; but security is the virtue of a 
state. 

ON THE PBINCIPLES OF POLITICAL PniLOSOPHY. 

All the dilTcrcnt pliilosophical systems of political 
justice, all the theories on the riglitful origin of govern- 
ment, arc reducible in tlie end to tliree classes, corre- 
spondent to the three diflcrent points of view, in which 
the human being itself may be contemplated. The first 
denies all tnitli and distinct meaning to the word.s, right 
and_duty^_and affirming' thai the human mind consists 
of nothing but manifold modifications of passive sen- 
sation, considers men as the highest sort of animals 
Indeed, but at the same time the most wretched ; inas- 
much as their defenceless nature forces them into society : 
while such is the multiplicity of wants engendered by the 

* I regret, that I should have given, by thus selecting it for my 
motto, an implied consent to this very plausible, but false and dangerous 
position. 1830. 



Kocinl stntc, that the wishes of ona arc sure to Im in ooa- 
tniJiction to those of somo other. T)ie a &icrtont of thi s 
system con sw^ncptl y ascribe th e origin and coatiaaance 
of g(Ycramcnt to fear, or the power of the Etron;^, aiilcd 
hy thii force of custom. This is the sj'stcrn of llohbes. 
Its statement is its confutation. It is, indool, in tlio 
hteral sense of llic word preiwBlcrous for fyiir prc- 
Enp[ioscs conqncst, and coiKjiicst a pre is union and 
agreement lictwccn the contiucroni. A '■ t emptro may 
Iicriinps \k povcnied by fcnr ; at Icnst tl ti^ipoution is 
not aiiR>hitcly inconceivable, under cii-c «taiwcs which 
pa-vent tlte conscionsncss of a conim> stren^^h. A 
luiliion of men united by mntnnl conUcjL-ui'c and free 
intercourse of tliou^hts form one [lon-er, nud tliin is as 
niiiL-h n real thin^ as n Klo;im engine ; Imt a million of 
insiilnt(.>d individiinls is only an alistractlun of the mind, 
and but one tuld so niiuiy times over witliont addition, 
ns nn idiot would toll tlie clock at noon — one, one, one. 
lUit ft'licn, in the first instances, tlic dcsccndinits of one 
family joineil together to attack tiiose of anotlicr family, 
iir is ini])os>t1ilu that their chief or leader sliuulil have 
n[)]icared to them strotigcr than all the rest t"t,'etlier; 
tlioy must tliercfore have chosen him, and this as for 
jiartituJar ])ni-]ioses, so donlitless under imrtieuhir con- 
ditions, expivsscd or understood, Such wc know to be 
the case with tlio Xorlh American tribes at jirescnt i 
such, we are informqd by liistorj-, was the I'ase with our 
own remote aneostors. Tliercfore, even on the system of 
those who, in contempt of the oldest and most authentic 
records, consider the snrngc as the first and natural state 
of man, government must have originated in choice and 
an agreement. The apimrent exceptions in Africa and 
Asia arc, if ixwsiblc, still raorc subvcrbivo of this system : 
for they will bo found to have originated in rcli^ous im- 
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postnre, and the first chiefs to have secured a willing and 
enthusiastic obedience to themselves as delegates of the 
Deitr. 

But the whole theory is baseless. We are told by 
history, we learn from our exi)crience, we know from our 
own hearts, that fear, of itself, is utterly incapable of 
producing any regular, continuous, and calculable effect, 
CTcn on an individual ; and that the fear, which does act 
systematically upon the mind, always presupposes a sense 
of duty, as its cause. The most cowanlly of the Euroixjan 
n«ations, the Neapolitans and Sicilians, those among whom 
the fear of death exercises the most t^Tannous influence 
relatively to their ovra persons, are the very men who 
least fear to take away the life of a fellow^itizen by 
poison or assassination ; while in Great Britain, a tyrant, 
who has abused the power, which a vast property has 
given him, to oppress a whole ncighlwirhood, can walk 
in safety unarmed and unattended, amid a hundred men, 
each of whom feels his heart bum with rage and indig- 
nation at the sight of him. It was this man who broke 
ray father's heart ; or, it is through him that my children 
arc clad in rags, and cry for the food which I am no 
longer able to pro^nde for them. And yet they dare not 
touch a hair of his head ! Whence docs this arise ? Is 
it from a cowardice of sensibility that makes the injured 
man shudder at the thought of shedding blood ? Or 
from a cowaWlice of selfishness which makes him afraid 
of hazarding his own life? Neither the one nor the 
other I The field of "Waterloo, as the most recent of a 
hundred equal proofs, has borne witness that,— 

bring a Briton fraa his hiU, 

Say, sveli is mjal George's will. 
An* tbere*8 the foe, 
He bai oae tboaghi bat bow to kiU 




Kie canlit, fuDl-hurtfd doa^tinE' u 
Dc»ih comei, ■i" fcarlcH eje lie tft 

Wi' liluidf hud, * Tcliwiuc gin him 



AMicncc tlien arises the difference of feeling in tho 

former case? To what does tbo oppressor o e his safety? 

To the Ki)iril~<jaelling thon^ht ; — the laws i God and of 

jnj- countiy have made his life sacred I I re not touch 

a liftir of his head ! — 'Tis corscienco that : Jtes cowards 

of US all, — but ohl it is conscience too hicli nukes 
heroes of na all. 
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ESSAY II. 

Ia plua fort n^ett jawuM oiHz fort pour itrt toujours U 
iU n€ froMf/bniM oafora tn droit ti PoUinanee en devoir, 

ROUK 

Virihue parantwr profrineimf jure rdinentur, Igitur h 
gaudiuui, 9Mt/>p€ Oermani vieli moffiif ptam domiiL 

FL0RU8, IT. 

The ttrongfft ia nerer strong eoongh (o he alwajri Uie muter 
be tranafonns hit power into rigbt^ and obedience into datjr, 

Prorinees are taken by fi>ree, but they are kept by right 
exultation therefore waa of brief eontinnanee^ inasmaeh as the G 
had been orercome, bat not sabdned. 

A TRULY great man,f the best and greatest publi 
racter that I had ever the opiK>rtunity of making i 
acquainted with,— on assuming the command of a 
of-war, found a mutinous crew, more than one Ii 
them uneducated Irislimcn, and of the rcmainc 
small portion had become sailors by compromise of p 
ment. Wiat terror could effect by severity and frcq 
of acts of discipline, had been already effected, 
what was this effect ? Something like that of a 
winter on a flask of brandy. The furious spirit a 
tcred itself with tenfold strength at tlio heart; 
yiolence was changed into secret plots and conspii 
and the consequent orderliness of the crew, as far a 
were orderly, was but tiie brooding of a tempest 

* Slightly altered.— £<f. 
t Sir Alexander Ball- fid. 
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new commander instantly commenced a system of dis- 
cipline as near as possible to that of ordinary law ; — as 
much as possible, he avoided, in his own person, the 
apixmrance of any will or arbitraiy power to vaiy, or to 
remit, pnnislmient The rales to be observed were 
affixed to a conspicuous part of the ship, with the par- 
ticular penalties for the breach of each particular rule ; 
and care was token that every individual of the ship 
should know and understand this code. With a single 
exception in the case of mutinous behaviour, a space of 
twenty-four hours was appointed between the first charge 
and the second hearing of the cause, at which time the 
accused person was permitted and required to bring for- 
waixl whatever he tliought conducive to his defence or 
palliation. If, as was commonly the case — for the officers 
well knew that the commander would seriously resent in 
tlicm all caprice of will, and by no means permit to others 
what he denied to himself, — no onswer could be returned 
to the three questions — Did you not commit the act? 
Did you not know that it was in contempt of such a rule, 
and in defiance of such a punishment ? And was it not 
wholly in your own iwwer to have obeyed the one and 
avoided the other ? — the sentence was then passed with 
ilie gieatcst solemnity, and another, but shorter, space of 
time was again inteq)osed between it and its actual 
execution. During this space the feelings of the com- 
mander, as a man, were so well blended with his inflexi- 
bility, as the organ of the law ; and how much he suffered 
previously to and during the execution of the sentence 
was so well known to the crew, that it became a common 
8a}ing with them when a sailor w*as about to be punished, 
the captain takes it more to heart than the fellow himself. 
Bat wbcnercr the commander perceived any ttalt of \iride 
10 the offender, or the gcrma of any uo\>\^ fc^vo^^V^ Vw^ 
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no opportunity of saying, " It is not the pain that ) 
are about to suffer which grieves mo I You are none 
you, I trust., such cowards as to turn faint-hearted at i 
thought of that ! but that, being a man, and one who 
to fight for his king and country, you should have mr 
it necessary to treat you as a vicious beast, — it is t 
that grieves me." 

I have been assured, l)otli by a gentleman who wni 
lieutenant on board tliat ship at the time when i 
heroism of its captain, aided by liis characteristic calmn 
and foresight, greatly influenced the decision of the m 
glorious battle recorded in the annals of our naval histoi 
and very recently by a grey-headed sailor, who did i 
even know my name, or could have suspected that I \ 
previously acquainted with tlie circumstances — I hi 
been assured, I say, that the success of this plan was si 
as astonished the oldest ofliccrs, and convinced the m 
incredulous. Ruflians, who, like the old Buccaneers, 1 
been used to inflict torture on themselves for Rj)ort, or 
order to harden themselves beforehand, were tamed i 
overpowered, how or wliy they tlicmselvcs knew r 
From the fiercest spirits were hcaixl the most earn 
entreaties for the forgiveness of tlieir commander: : 
before the pimishmcnt, for it was too well known t 
then they would have been to no pui'pose, but days al 
it, when the bodily pain was remembered but as a drei 
An invisible power it was, that quelled them, a pov 
which was therefore .irresistible, because it took away 
very will of resisting. It was the awful \x)\vct of 1 
\acting on natures pre-configured to its influences, 
ifaculty was appealed to in the oflender's own being 
vacuity and a presence, of which he had not been j 
Inously made aware, — but it answered to the appeal ; 
real existence therefore co\x!LOl itfilXi^ ^qvS^Xr^^x'^'^ 






EssAT II. ur 

j rcnikred innndiblo; wid the tgij stnifrslc of Uic wilder 
|Ki(isioii8 to kt-cp a[^miost counteracti.'d their own pnr- 
]«>sc, by ivosting in internal contest that cncrjry which 
Iwfiirc had acted ia itc cntirencM on cxtcninl i-eKJatAnce op 
provocation. Strength inny bo met with strength ; thu 
|x>wcr of inflicting poin may he bafDcil by Uic pri<Ie of 
endurance ; the cyo of rage nwy l>e anewcrcd by the stan 
of defiance, or tlio downcAKt look of dark and rcvcngcfiil 
resolve ; and with all thia tJiere is an oatwanl and dder* 
mined object to which the mind can attach its pnesions 
and inirjHtsefs nnd bniy its nwn diiiqnietiidcs in the fiill 
otiuiKiiiim of the senses. But who dares struf^e with i 
an invisihlc combatant, — with an enemy H-hith eiista \ 
nnd makes ns know its existence — bnt where it is, wo 1 
ask in vain? — Xo spiicc contains it — time promises no 
cvintrol over it — it ha^ no ear for my tlireatfi — it lias no 
liiilistance, that my hands can grasp, or my weapons find 
vahicralilc — it commands and cannot he comynandcd — it 
ai-ts and is insuscqitiblc of my rc-action — tlic more I 
M'ive to sulwlne it, the more am I com]>elle<l to think of 
it— and the more I think of it, the more do 1 find it to 
jMississ CI reality out of myself, and not to lic a phantom 
of my own imagination; that nil, bnt the most alian- 
diined men, acknowledge its anthority, and tliat the whole 
strength nnd majesty of ray country nre pletlged to siip- 
jxirt it ; and yet that for me its jower is the same with 
tliat of my OHTi peminneut self^ and that all the choice, 
which is i>cnnittcd to me, consists in having it for my 
guardian angel or my orcnging fiend! This is the 
s|'irit of law ! the lute of Amphion, the harp of Orpheus I 
This is the true necessity, which compels roan into the 
social s tate, now and always, by^ jtJM-bcginning, sovcr- 
ceasi ng, lorcc ot moral cotiesion. 
TAaa U man to be goteracd, and thus only can he bo 
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goTcmecL For fWnn his creation the objects of his senses 
were to become his subjects, and the task allotted to him 
was to suMao the risible world within the sphere of 
action circnmscribed by those senses, as far as thqr conld 
act in concert. What the eye beholds, the hand strircs 
to reach ; what it reaches, it conqners, and makes the 
instrument of fiirther conqnest We cqjlIm^ sulklued by 
that nbnfi whirh it annlitgyini in kiiH llf llin! Vj ■nhiVh 
wo subline : therefore by the invisible powers of oor 
nature, whose immediate presence is disclosed to our 
inner sense, and only as the symbols and language of 
which all shapes and modifications of matter become for- 
midable to us. 

A machine continues to more by the force which first 
set it in motion. If only the smallest number in nnj 
state, projicrly so called, hold together through the in- 
fluence of any fear that does not itself i)rc-supposc the 
sense of duty, it is evident that the state itself could not 
have commenced through animal fear. We hear, indeed, 
of conquests; but how does histor}' represent these? 
Almost without exception as the substitution of one set 
of governors for another : and so far is tlie conqueror 
from relying on fear alone to secure the obedience of the 
conquered, that his first step is to demand an oath of 
fealty fnim them, by which he would im}X)se ujwn them . 
the belief, that they become subjects: for who woulil 
think of administering an oath to a gang of slaves ? But 
what can make the dificrence between slave and subjcet, 
if not the existence of an implied contract in the one 
case, and not in the other? And to what purpose would 
a contract serve, if, however it might be entered into 
through fear, it were deemed binding only in conwjqucncc 
of fear? To repeat my former illustration — ^^bftxft.^<5s& 
alono is relied on, as in a AaN^ Aii^^^'ii ^^iss!fli'Cssss&^s«^ 



tlio poor Tictims moet be material cIminB: for Uicac only 

' can net npon feelings which hiivc ttioic source wholly in 

I the nutcrial organizntion. Huhlxx )ins said, thiit lanra 

icidiout Dig svord arc hut bits of iiarchinciit. Hov far 

this i!Hruc,«naji Ihjiil'sI lUiiii's hviiit will best tell him, 

if lie will cotttoit hihiscir willi asking bis own heart, aad 

not falsify UiQ answer by tiis noiions caiccming tlio 

I licarta of other mcii. But were it tmi , Etill the fair 

t answer would bo— Well ! hut nithoiit the lows the sword 

j is hut a picMof iitjn. Thnrretdieii tj rant, who dis- 

i graces thc^^cnt a^'c and human natni itself, had ex- 

I haustixl the wholo mapizinc of animal U ror, in order to 

! consolidate his tmly Satanic government. But look at 

'■ the new Frencli catechism, and in it read the misginngs 

: of hi.-, mind, as to the sufliciency of terror nionc I The 

svstem, which I have been confuting', is indeed so incon- 

i sisteni with ttie facts rQvealed to us by our own mind, 

■ aiid so utterly unsajiiwrted by any facts of hir-lory, that 

I I should lie censurable in wasting ray oivn time and my 

I reailer'a patience by the exitosurc of its falsehood, bat 

I tliat the arguments adduced hare a value of thcinselTcs 

I indejiendcntly of their present application. Else it 

'■ wi'iild have been an Bmi)k nnd satisfaetoiy reply to on 

assfTtor of this bestial theory : — Government is a tiling 

which relates to men, and what you say applies only to 

beasts. 

Before I proceed to the second of tiicse systems, let mo 
remove a possible misunderstanding that may have arisen 
from the use of the word contract: as if I had asserted, 
tliat the wholo duty of obedience lO governors is derived 
fiom, and dependent on, the fact of an original contract. 
I freely admit, that to make this the cause and origin of 
]>olitical obligation, is not only a dangerous but an absurd 
tlicoty i for what could give moral force to the contract ? 
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Tho Bame sense of duty which binds us to keep it, must 
have pre-existed as impelling us to make it. For wliat 
man in his senses would rc^ud tlie faithftil observation 
of a contract entered into to plunder a neighbour's house, 
but as a treble crime ? First the act^ which is a crime 
of itself ; secondly, tho entering into a contract which it 
is a crime to observe, and yet a weakening of one of the 
main pillars of human confidence not to observe, and 
thus Toluntarily placing our^ilves under the necessity of 
choosing between two evils ; — and thirdly, tho crime of 
choosing the greater of the two evils, by the unlawful 
observance of an unlawful promise. But in my sense, 

the word c ontract i^ TIl^'^V cpmnymAng wkli tlii^^nsn 

of iWj^ftptjpfy in ft gpnrifir dirrrfimif tltHt is, determining 
our moral relations, as members of a body ix>litic. If I 
have referred to a supposed orijjin of govcnunent, it lias 
been in courtesy to a common notion : for I myself rejranl 
the sup|K)sition as no more tlinn a means of simplifying; 
to our apjirchension the ever-continuing causes of social 
union, even as the conversation of the world may Ikj 
represented as an act of continued creation. For, what 
if an oripnal contract had really been entered into, nnd 
formallv recordeil ? Still it could do no more than bind 
the contracting imrties to act for the general good in the 
bcsi manner, that the existing relations among them- 
selves, (state of proiK'rty, religion, and so forth) on the 
one hand, and the external circumstances on the other 
(ambitious or barbarous neighliours, and the like,) re- 
quired or permitted. In after times it could be appealed 
to only for the general principle, and no more, than the 
ideal contract, could it aiTect a question of ways nnd 
means. As each particular age brings with it its own 
exigencies, so must it rely on \\& wcv!l ^TviAsswt^ ^^s^ "^ 
specific measures by v^\ddi \3ac3 «cft \ft\«k ^s»R««si^2?5aii- 
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XcTcrthclcss, it &5KiirLillj ctinnot be denied, that an 
original, — more accuratvly, an ever-originating, — contract 
ii a Tcrj' aatnral anil fii;:nilicaut mode of cxiiressing tlie 
rcciliroutl duties or stilijcct and sovcrcipi. Vie nocd 
only consider tbo ntlliiy of a real Rud form&l slate con- 
tract, — tlic Bill of Ri^litii for instjinee, — n^ n soit of ttl 
ilfmoiislralum in politics : and tlie eonicn [>t Urislicd on 
tliia notion, though sufliL'iently comimtibk nrilh the tenets 
of a Hume, will aocm strange to as iu tl : writings of a 
Protestant clergyman,* who surely owed >mc respect to 
a mode of tliioking whieh God himself hi i authorise*! hj 
his on-n example, in the establishment at the Jewish 
roust i tut ion. In this instance tiicrc was no Dtccssily for 
deducing the will of God from the tendency of the laws 
In llic K'-'neral happiness : his will was cxprftsly declared. 
Xeverilieless, it seemed good to the divine wisdom, that 
there should be a covenant, an original contract, Iwtwccn 
hiiiiftlf as sovereign, and the Hebrew nation as subjects. 
This I admit was a mitten and formal contract ; but Uie 
rulaiions of mankind, as momi)crs of a body spiritual, or 
rcli^i^ous commonwealth, to the Saviour, as its head or 
regent, — is not this, too, styled a covcn.mt, thongh it 
would be absunl to ask for the material instrument that 
contained it, or the time when it was sifpicd or voted by 
the mcmbere of the church collect! vely-t 

With tliis ex|>lanation, the assertion of an original or a 
pcr|x;iua! contract is rescued from al! ratioiml objection ; 
aud however speciously it may bo urged, that historj" can 

* Sm Takft M.in1 and Tolitidl Pliil(«>]>h]r. D. ri. e. 3.— £(£. 

+ U ii v«rlu[i« to ba rrprclUil, thit ihe «o^>!^ Old uiil iSrv Tesu- 
mfut, — tlirj liaiing l«t [L« Kue intcadcl bf the tninxUlan o( Ih« 
BiMu — hBT« not boco cliuiged into th« Uld ud Htw Connuit. We 
niiuot too eartfallj Veep in ligbi > notion, wbich aiiiiHiml to tht 
PrimiliTe Chunb the Gttcot and mmt ncriptanl moda ol' npr«MDt<[i; 
the (am of Lb* coDlaott of tha aacrcd vritio^ 
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gcaicoly prodaoe a single example of a state dating its 
primaiy establishment from a flrce and mutual covenant, 
the answer is ready : if there be any difference between a 
government and a band of robbers, an act of consent most 
be supposed on the part of the people govemed* 




ESSAY III, 

ITuiunD insiilutiotu MUtnt be whollj CAnntractnt m ptiMlplM «f 
Kicncr, vfaicli a piviper to iHiiDnMbla objitU, In I ' ffntinuitat of 
vIh: vioilile vuriil tlw l^iiraaie VntJoin iUnlf •obaiiu a br tba utlwr 
oTtht bcttvr; not of tiM Int. Uul oflbc bat i-wiU) u Uh Mbwlitis 
RtiUi>iii. llucb PMre nnit ^1 Iidibsb IrKi^lon , re «a| to MMJ 
evil> T.iUicr than liOwnnKe tlie illmnteat that vd> I 1t«l lo •una 
rtmrilim. If it ii u<:t in l)i« pijirei of uui la ennilmn (tiu ths *nk 
of ■ bri<l|:c (bat iball ciMtlj eormjHHid Id it* ttrcii^tb to tbe ealcn- 
litluii* nf £Caini'lrj, bow niucb lew tun hnmaD *cienee oondnirt ■ 
ivnslilulinii eicejit 1<> renilciing il«'1f AciiUc lo cxix'rifiicc ami iipt- 
difucy: nhcre h lunny tl>in„-> mutt bH out arci<)-:hUtllf, and come 
n^rl iuto aiijr c.nii|iliiiiii-e willi tlie jprtconwivnl emit : Iml men »r» 
f^rciil Vi c<im|>l> ■ii1i!iL''jii<nitt]r, and to tirilie in vilii tiiinsa a< ibrj 
rill out, liv aficr n|>| >i>.-atiuii« uf Ibvni to Ibeir purpu:.!:!, ur bj fiiiuiug 
liieir |mrj>L<bVI to tbiia. SouTU. 

TiiK stfoiul systum corresiwiuls to the second jioiiit of 
vii'iv itiuiur wliifii tlic huiiir.n licinj; nuiy be considcrwl, 
luLioly, as an iiiiimut ^incd willi undersLanding, or the 
fiiciiUy <if Milling iiiciisiia'S to circuiiistaiicca. Act-onling 
to lliis tlifury, cvvij institution of national origin ut'cds 
no (itiiLT jiifiiticiUion tliaii n iinxif, tlmt iinik-r tliu par- V \ 
tRiiliir (.ircumstancos it is c.\|>wliewt. llnving iii my V / 
furiiiLT essays oxiircssod niyself, — so at least I am cou- 
scious 1 sliail liavc a|>]»carcd to do to many [Krsoiis ; — 
ffiili toinj>anitivc sliglit of ilie inid'jrstanding omsidcred ' 
as tlie sole gnidf of liuiuau conduct, and even with sonic- ^^ . 
tliin;,' like fonteniiit and reprobation of the maxims of ^ 
cximdicnte, uiieu represented as the only steady light of 
tlic conselencc, aiid tlie absolute foundation of all monility ; 
I shall jwrhuiu seem guilty of an iuconsistencj, iu 
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declaring myself an adherent of this second system, a 
zealous advocate for deriving the various fonns and modes 
of government from human pnidcnce, and of deeming 
that to be just which exiKsriencc has proved to be expe- 
dient. From this charge of inconsistency* I shall best 

* Difttinet notioM do not rapposc difTorcnt things. When I mftke 
a threefold dittiDction in human nature, I am fully aware, that it is a 
dutinction, not a diYision, and that in ererj act of mind the man 
unites the properties of scnRe, understanding, and reason. Neverthe- 
less it is of great practical importance, that these distinctions should 
be made and understood, the ignurance or penrersion of them being 
alike injurious ; as the first French constitution ha^ most lamentably 
prored. It was the fashion in the profligate times of Charles II. to 
laugh at the Presbyterians, for distinguiKhing between the person and 
the king : while in fact they were ridiculing the most venerable maxims 
of Knglif»h law, — the king never dies— the king can do no wrong, — 
and subverting the principles of genuine lojialty, in order to prepare 
the minds of the ])eople fur dcsptitinm. 

Under the term *' sense,** I comprise whatever is pngsive in our 
being, without any reference to the question of materialism or imnia* 
terialiKm ; all that man 18 in common with animals, in kind at least — 
his Rensationft, and iropresMioTis, whether of hiu outward senses, or the 
inner s<*nNe of imagination. This, in the language of the Kchools, was 
called the vit rcrcptirOf or recipient prwix^rty of the soul, from the 
original constitution of which we {terceivc and imagine all tilings under 
the fonns of 8 pace and time. By the **undon<tauding," I moan the 
faculty of thinking and forming judgracuts on the notices furnished hy 
the sense, necording to certain rules existing in itself, which rules con' 
stitute its distinct nature. By the i»orc ** rcai*on,*' I mean the power 
by which we liccomc possCHsed of principlcH, — the eteinal verities of 
Plato and Descartes, and of idcoH, not images— as the ideas of a point, 
a line, a circle, in roathcmaticM ; * and of justice, holiness, free-will, 
and the like, in monils. Hence in work* of ]>ure science the definitions 
of necvKKity precede the rea^iouing, in other works they more aptly form 
the couclusioii. 

To many of my readers it ^ill, I tni«t, be sftmc recommendation of 
these dlMtinctions, that they are more than once expressed, and every 
where supponed, in the writings of Bt. Paul. I have no hcNitation in 
undertaking to prove, that every heresy which has disquieted the 
<^riHtian Church, from Tritheism to StKnnianism, has originated in 
and supiK>rtc<l itnelf by, arguments rendered plausible only by the 
cuufusioQ of thene faculties, and thus demanding for the objects of one, 

* In tlie severity of logic, the geometrical point, line, ta^(«Aft^ «a^v, 
and so forth^ arv thcorcius, not idiraB, 



pxcu]|<ntc myself by the fiill Gtatcmrnb of Uie third 
Bv^lcin, and by tho exposition of its grounds and conse- 

<lueiiL-c9, 
Tlio third and last BTstcm, then, dcnioa all rif;htful i 

judges nil tho rclalionti of man in socict by the laws of \ ^m 
momt nci-cssity, ocoonllng to iiikiis. — I ] x use the word ) ^H 
in its lii^licst and primilira svnsc, nud r nrarly sjnony- ^H 

moits witik tho modem tvoirl ideid, — ai "dii^ to arctic- ^^k 

t>i>nl ideas co-csecntiul with the rciifon. c conEcionmcss ^^k 

of these iilens Iwinc indeed the sigii mid nceensarj- ]'ro<luct ^! 

of the full development of the reason. Tlic following"" 
then i» the fundnmeutal princi]ile of this tlieorr : Nothing \ 
is to l>e deemed riglitful in civil Kocicty, or to Iw tolerjitcd I 
as i^ueli, but wlinb is cn|)nlilc of being demonstrated out { 
of the original laws of the pure reason. Ofamvse, as. 
there is hut one sj-stcni of geomctn\ so accordin-? to this i 

theorj' there ean Ik.- but one constitution nnd one system 
of legislation, and this consists in the freedom, wliivh is 
tlic connnon right of all men, under the eoutroul of that 
nioml Mcccssity, whicli is tho common duty of all men. 
M'hritever is not cveiy where ncccssaiy, is no wl;crc riglit.l 

n fnrt of cvUlcnce aiiiiroprinlcil to ihns* of nnotlicr fucultj. — Tbeso 
diBiuiiilinnii havo tlie niii-fortiino of bciiig id illrrpon, lu drj lud 
un\-iti»rnctiirj ; but I hope, in tlie counw uf the work, to gniti (iiem k 
IwlWr chftRKUr— »nil If ducidiilioni (it Ibeir iinirtiail imporWii« from 
lliv niiot iDiiiniiNloui ctcnU of lilaVirjr, enn ri'iiilcr tbcru iDt<Ti.'>tiiig, to 
Rix tlipiD that iutercat M l«u>t. Beiiilo, tbcrc ii mrel/ loiuf go-iil ia 
the ktinii'lnl;.-* of Irutli, u troth— ■» were nut miulc to (ict bg brtad . 
t/ont— an.i in tho rtrvBStlicning of Ihc int«llccl. It in an eietlloDl 
MiH.vl: of Smlip;r'«— //inm initnsatio nblUitatfin, iti nm at Miilit 
<hJ maeAimu farinariat torjleintlaii, txail aNiniiim tamtH imeitut 
r-bhjmt, -KHilqui ad oIi"a.-Eiert. 307. H 3. The in«Kliy:ilion of 
Ihfc inlilletieB, thont'li of no nw (o the ennstnictiDn of ta-iclilno for 
RT.tiilliiji corn, ytt titan tbe minJ from the niat of ignontDCc, sail 
''atiKiu it lor otber Uiip^ 
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On this assumption the wliolc theory is built. To state 
it nakedly is to confute it satisfactorily. So at least it 
should seem. But in how winning and si)ecious a 
manner this system may be represented even to minds of 
the loftiest order, if undisciplined and unhiuubled by 
practical experience, has been ]>roved by the general impas- 
sioned admiration and momentous effects of Rousseau's 
Du Contrat Social, and the writings of the French eco- 
nomists, or, as they more a))propriately entitled them- 
selves, physiocratic philosophers : and in how tempting 
and dangerous a manner it may be represented to the 
populace, has been made too evident in our country by 
the temi)orar}' effects of Painc's Rights of JIan. Rela- 
tively, however, to this latter work it sliould be observed, 
that it is not a legitimate offspring of any one theor}', 
but a confusion of the immorality of the first system with 
the misapplied universal principles of the last: and in 
this union, or rather lawless alternation, consists the 
essence of Jacobinism, as far as Jacobinism is anything 
but a tenn of abuse, or has any meaning of its own dis- 
tinct from democracy and sedition. 

A constitution equally suited to China and America, or 
to Russia and Great Britain, must surely be equally unfit 
for both, and dcscr^'e as little rcsixjct in political, as a 
quack*s panacea in medical, practice. Yet there arc 
three weighty motives for a distinct exposition of this 
theor}-,* and of the ground on which its pretensions arc 

* Ai mctAphyHicfl aro the ncicnce vliich detcrroincfl what can, and 
what can not, lie kno^'n of being ami the laws of )>cinff, d prion," 
that in, from those neccsHiticH of the mind or forms of thinking, which, 
ihoQgh firKt revealed to on b j experience, miiHt yet have pre exinted in 
order to make experience itself poMiblc, even a« the eje must exiKt 
previous!/ to any jiarticular act of seeing, though bj sight only can we 
know that we have eyes— so might the ]>hiloM>phy of Rousseau and hii 
followers not inaptly be entitled, metapolitics, and the doctors of this 
•ebool metnpoliticiana. 
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bottomed : and I dare affirm^ thai for the same reasons 
tlierc are few subjects which in the present state of the 
world have a fairer claim to the attention of every smona 
Englishman, who is likely, directly or indirectly, as par- 
tizan or as opix>ncnt^ to interest himself in schemes of 

jicform^. 

The first motive is derived from the p ropensity of man« 
kind to mistake the al)horrcncc occasionW by the nnlia]^ 
cflccts or accomjKiniments of a particular system for an 
insight into the falsehood of its principles. And it is the 
latter only, a clear insight, not any vehenieut emotioni 
that can secure its |)ermanent rejection. For by a wisa 
onlinance of nature our feelings have no ^abiding-place in 
our memory ; nay, the more vivid they arc in the moment 
of tlieir existence, the more dim and difficult to be re- 
nienibeR'd do they make the tlioughts which accomimniedi 
them. Those of my readers, wlio at any time of their 
life have l)ccn in the habit of reading novels n^ay easily 
convince tliemselves of this truth, by comixiring their 
recollections of those stories which most excitcil their 
curiosity, and even iwinfuUy alTccted their feelings with 
their rectollcctions of the calm and meditative pathos of 
ShiikaHpearc and Milton. Hence it is that human cx]x> 
rience, like the stem lights of a ship at sea, illumines 
only the path which we have passed over. The horrors 
of the Peasants' AVar in Germany, and the direful effects 
of the Anabai)ti8t tenets, which were only nominally 
diiTerent from those of Jacobinism by the substitution of 
religious for philosophical jargon, stnick all Euroixj for a 
time with affright. Yet little more than a century was 
sufficient to obliterate all effective memory of those events : 
the same principles budded forth anew, and produced the 
same fruits from the imprisonment of Charles I. to the 

fciftoration of bis son. In the gneowt^nt ?^^t^\.\w!L%\A 
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the follies and vices of the European courts, and to the 
oppressive privileges of the nobility, were again trans- 
ferrcd those feelings of disgust and hatred, which for a 
brief while the multitude had attached to the crimes and 
extravagances of political and religious fanaticism : and 
the same princi)>le8, aided by circumstances and dressed 
out in the ostentatious garb of a fashionable philosophy, 
once more rose triumphanti and cfTected the French 
revolution. Tliat man hsis reflected little on human 
nature who docs not perceive that the detestable maxims 
and corrcsiwndent crimes of the existing French despotism, 
have already dimmed the recollections of the democratic 
phrenzy in the minds of men ; by little and little, have ; 
drawn oiT to other objects the electric force of the feelings, ; 
which had massed and upholden those recollections ; and 
that a favourable concurrence of occasions is alone wanting 
to awaken the thimder and precipitate the lightning fi-ora 
the opix)site quarter of the ])olitioal heaven. The true 
origin of human events is so little sus('ci)tiblc of that 
kind of evidence which can comixil our l)clief even agninst 
our will ; and so many are the disturbing forces which 
modify the motion given by the first projection ; and 
every age has, or imagines it has, its o^>^l circumstances 
which render past exiHjriencc no longer applicable to the 
present case ; that there will never be wanting answers 
and explanations, and s])eciou8 flatteries of hoi)e. I well 
remember, that when tiie exanii>les of former Jacobins 
Julius Ca^sir, Cromwell, i^c, were adduced in Fnmcc and 
England at the commencement of the French Consulate, 
it was ridiculed as jx^dantry and ])edants' ignorance, to 
fear a reixjtition of such usuqmtion at the close of the 
enlightened eighteenth century. Those who possess the 
Monileura of that date will find set proofs, that such 
results were little less than im^tossibU^ oxvivk^'^'^^&vis^ 




icf^ult to BO phikMOphicat on n^, and so cnli^lilcncd a 
Dution, to daro diivct tlic public c;e towank tlicm as 
lights of admonition nnd n 

It is a comtoon ncakncsfr witli odicinl statesmen, sod 
Willi tliosc who dccm themselves lumourcd l>y Uidr ao- 
qnnintanuc, to attribute great natiornl events to tho 
influence of iKirticnLir jwrsoniH to the irror^ of one man 
and to the intrigncK of another, to any [xi: ibic si<ark of 
a pnrticiibr occasion, rather tlian to the I- ac cause, Ihc 
jircdumiiiant state of public opinion. I ha c kaovm men 
who, with-mosl-BigllTiicant nuUs, and tho ivil contempt 
of pitying half emilcf, havo declared the nii ami explaiut- 
tion of I lie French revolution to Iw the mere fancies of 
garrettcoFK, and then, witii the soleninity of cabinet mi- 
nibtcrs,have proceeded lo cvplain tiicwlmk hyaneedotos. 
It is BO Miinulant to the pride of a vul;:ar iiuuil. to l-c 
persuaded that it know.s what few others know, and that; \ 
it is the iiii|iortaiiL dei«>sitory of a sort of Btatu secret, hy/\ 
couiniuniciiting wliich it eoiifei-s an obli};aiion on otiicrs. 
Itut I have likewise met with men of intelligence, who at 
the coiimieuccnicnt of the revolution were travciliii^ on 
fiHit through the Frcncli provinces, and they K-ar witness, 
that in tiic remotest villages cvcrj- tongue was employed 
in echoing and enforcing the doctrines of the Purihlan 
journalists; tiiat the pnhlie liighways were crowdt'd with 
eothnsiasts some shouting the watchwords of the rcvo- 
lalion, oliicrs disputing on the most abstract principles 
of tlie nniversal constitution, which they fully believed, 
that all the nations of tlie canh were shortly to adopt; 
the most ignorant among them confident of liis fitness 
for the highest duties of a legislator ; and all prejKircd to 
shed tlicir blood in the defence of the inalienable sove- 
reignty of the self-governed ix«i)]e. The morc^ abstract' "" 
tho notions were, with tho^loscr affinity did they cofflbino 
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irith the moftt fcnxnt fcelin;^ and nil the immediate 
impnlscs to action. Tlie Lord Chancellor Bacon lived in 
an age of coort intrigues, and was familiarly acquainted 
with all the secrets of ixjrsonal influence. lie, if any 
man, was qnalifie<l to take tlie gauge and meaKurement 
of their compamtive jwwer ; ond he has told u», tliat 
there is one, and but one infallible source of ])olitical 
prophecy, the knowledge of the prcilominant opinions and 
the speculative principles of men in general, l>ctwccn the 
age of twenty and thirty. Sir Philip Sidney, — the fa- 
vourite of Queen Elizjdxith, the jiaramount gentleman of ' 
Euroi)e, the nephew, and — as far as a goo<l n)an could l)e 
— the confidant of the hitriguing and dark -minded Earl 
of Leicester, — was so deeply convinced that the principles 
diffused through the majority of a nation are the tnic 
oracles from whence statesmen are to leani wisdom, and 
that when the i>eople speak loudly it is from their being 
strongly ])ossesscd either by the godhead or the djvinon, 
that in the revolution of the XetherhnKls he considtrtHl 
the imiversid adopt itm of one set of principles, as a proof 
of the divine presence. * If Her ^lajcsty,' says he, * were 
the fountain, I would fear, considering what I daily find, 
that we should wax diT. Ihit she is but a means which 
God useth.* But if n)y i*eadei*s wish to see the question 
of the cflicaey of principles and iK)i)ular opinions for evil 
and for good proved and illusti^ated with an eloquence 
worthy of the subject, I can refer them with the hardiest 
anticijmtion of their thanks, to the late work concerning 
the relations of Great Britain, Spain, and Portugal, by 
my honoured friend, William AVordsworth, qurm quoiies 
Ityo^ non verba mihi videor ami ire, sed ionifrua,^ 

• I conmdcr tlii« reference to, and stn»ng rccomincnrl'ition of, the 
work atiove mentioned, not aa a voluntiry tribute of odiiiimtion, but 
«• an act of mere justice both to my iiclf and to the r^adfic^ ^C T.^^ 



That crronoona politiciil notions — tliov Iinving become 
gencnil niid n part of tlic popular crwsl — ^liave iirDctkal 



yt'itnA. Mj nvn b«(irt 1-c.in at iriUiflv, tkil 1 km iMtinbd bf iha 
J(.'l«.t <vnM of lh« trulb at tb* rrinciplw, vh"*'' >t ■<"» ■'«« UM Nil] 
niiFre will 1>c luj eodttiTour Ut cnlurce. and of ttirir panonaot impBrt- 
an« In tlic vc11-beiii| al wvictf dl tU* ]>r»cnt jnnftaro : kiid Uul tte 
■lutj "( ui.ikini; the iilti-niiit. Kiiil Uic hn|« af not ^'--Jlf UUiat in ili 
'arr. E'r ninre tlinn the »i>li f<>r ihe dauUhil Knoil of I mij n]«tatlM, 
or any jrt muiiKr olgpci, nif gnat uul ruling Bot. ». llr. V«(d» 
vnrlli I di-ciu a rvllo*r'li>l>anrcr !d th« Minir limft stltMtad If Ibl 
(nine runiivni ami taDchint: ilic nme pHneipln, In vitk br pwM 
]i<ii>iT> nf luind, and *n vWiDsntc tnnre ailrqunte to ' i im|atUliM and 
ni.>j'-~ly »f the cnQKs. I SOI vIrciiKllicBwl loo li; knawUidc'T 1^ 
1 -.ua n'lt nn^iulliorlMd b; tka ijibiiiiIJij nf auuij < dmI gMil >M«, 
ai.d tiK'ii vktinwlcili^ M sucb bf the imblk, in n JiuimtlM Of kli 
gi:>iu[ilili't. — .Vtfiic eH<*in debtl vptribm rjia vlioif, .,.»<( tirit. A* (> 

Ttriim {finn tian^iiirf RwjHirrnniiw, tJKidtm nunc karmr prattmlU, 
il 'jraiia iKnri nlittalt Inniiiitieel t Al knc (inrrHM, mnlijaumjin 

nf'vfHi, auilirt, mai-ltcli, nte taudurt taitlMm, rtruM ttiam attart, 
tiniw-jiL—yun. ¥.^.i*. Lib. I 16. 

Il is lianltf pnwiblc Tor it ni:ui nf In^fnunuM minil In act nnJcr the 
li»r lluit lie iili:i1l lie i>u9)wck-<l liv liniii^it Dii'n of tbc vilciicm of imifuog 
a «™-k to the imlilic, merrly Iwciinnc be li.it>|iein lo be iieiwnally 
:>ci)iuiiiiliil aith the nollinr. Tb.it IhiH in m cfiiniannljrdnne in nvicn, 
furni«luii onlj nn adililinnni fmnt nf the mmbid linrdni'-ji |<roduCFd in 
tliF iiiiiRil >cn*u lif Ihe hnbii af Kritini: Kimiif inan!> criliclKinn, ea|vcjall) 
tiiiiicr liiv further di<viii>e nf o iircti-mliil Imnl or luMwiiiliiHi of eritiet, 
en.'b iimii eU'rewinn hiluivlf, to iiw the •onln nf AiiJniir AInrrcl, ai » 
■fiinlicnl iniHriilautH. With r<^;;ard. ho*evcr, ID the proluUtltj of 
liiiii; *iir(iwl by [iii-tialilj, 1 cnu oulj sij that I judge of all worki 
iniliirtrciill; by eiTViiii lixtd riileH preTloady forniO'l iii mj mliid vith 
ill llic poor and vi!;ll.>iice nf in; jmlsmtnt ; and Ihit 1 nboiihl cer- 
tainly nt the two .i|>|)ly tliciu with greater ri;;nur la the pruductioD af 
a friend than U> tiial of a iiciwn iudidcrent U me. Hut wbcrtTcr I 
liad in any work all llie conditionn of e»eeiknce in ila kind, it ii not 
tlie aerident of the anthir'n being my eoiitcraj-omrjr or tTen my friend, 
"r the Mieen of luullieartvd men, that "ball prevent m< from (peaking 
of it u in lay inuuxt eonvietiotu I deem il deaerrei. 

no, friend ! 

Though it lie now ibe fashion lo comniend, 
Aa men of ftron; mind*, then alune who can 
Ctmurt with jndgment, no locb piece of man 
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consequences, and thcac, of course, of a moRt fcarfal 
natorc, is a truth as certain as historic evidence can 
make it : and that when tlie feelings excited by these 
calamities have passed airay, and tlic interest in them 
has been displaced by more recent cvento, the same errors 
are likely to be started afVvsh, prcgniint ivith the samp 
calamities, is an evil rooted in linman nature in tlio 
present state of general information, for which ivc have 
hitlierto fonnd no adequate remedy. It may, [Kirhai» in 
the scheme of Providence, be proper and conducive to 
its ends, tliat no ailequnto remedy sliould exii:t : for 
the folly of men is the wisdom of God; But if there 
bo any means, if not of preventing, yet of palliating, the 
disease, and, in the more favoured nations, of clieekiiig 
its iJTogress at the first sj-mptoms j and if these mcnns 
arc to be at all compatible with tlic civil and intclleetuat 
freedom of mankind [ they arc to be fonnd only in an 
intelligible and thorough exiiosure of the error, and, 
through that discover]', of the source, from wiitch It 
derives its specioiisness and pottTtS"5r^illuencc on the 
human mind. Tliis therefore is my first motive for 
nndertaking the dixquisitiun. 

The second is, that though the French code of rcvoln- 
tionaiy principles is now generally rejected as a system, 
yet evcrj- where in the sijocehes and wTitings of the 
English rcfoniiers, nay, not seldom in those of their 
opiKments, I find certain mnxims asserted or appculcd to, 
which are not tenable, except as constituent ports of 
that Bystein. Many of the most siwcious arguments in 

MnkM up my «]>irit : whm ctcirrt doc* lit, 
Tben will I plnnt nj vnndvr. ami tlirre jp*e 
Mi bout eDdenioan to build up bu glorj 
TUt Iralir lD«riu I 

Jkc«m*ttndtUarf Ttntt M qm hJ iKt (M ?V<v<i;k. 




proof of tlic impcrft-ctina and injnstice of tho present 
constitution of our Icgi^ilatnrc nill bo fuiind, <hi clowr 
cxnuii nation, to pro-supposc the tnilh of ccrtato prin- 
ciples from iviiich tlio adiluccrs of tlicsc atpunents 
louiily profess their dissent But in politieai cti&ngcs no 
pcnunnencc can l>e hojiod for in the cdilice, without con- 
sistency in the foundation. . 

Tlic thinl motive is, that by delecting ; tnio sonrco 
of tiic influence of ilitisv prini'ijilcs, vc hh 1 nt the same 
time discover their natural place luid obje ; and that in 
tlicmselvcs they are not only trnths, bat t mt important 
and unbliiuc truths ; and tliat llieir fnlschv.od and their " 
diingcr w>nsists altogether in their jiiiw-]H)lication. Tlina 
llio dignity of huninn nature will bo sci-ured, and at the 
siinc time n lcs.son of hnuiility taught to each indiTidnal, 
when wc ore mode to sec that the universal necessary 
laws, and piiru ideas of rcuson, were given us, not for the 
puqiosc of Haltering onr pride and enabling us to l>cconie 
iirttionnl legislators ; but tliat, by an ener^- of continued 
sclf-conqucst, ire might establish a free and yet absoluto 
government in onr owu spirits. 
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Albeit therefore, noch of that wc nrc to Kpcnk in tliiM prexont cause, 
may ticein to a nuraher perhaps todiouH, jicrhapH oliscnrc, dark nnd 
intricate, (for many talk of the truth, which never Koundetl the depth 
from whence it Hprin^eth : and therefore, when they are letl thereunto, 
they arc noon weary, m men drawn from those Itca^en paths, wlicrowith 
they hare been inured ;) yet this may not ko fur prevail, an to cut off 
that which the matter itself requireth, howwiever the nice humour of 
some be therewith jileaxi'd or no. They unto whom we Khali Koem 
tedioms are in no wine injured by ua, t>ccause it in in their own liniidR 
to spare that laliour which they are not willing to endure. And if any 
complain of o1»<curity, they muMt consider, that in thene matters it 
Cometh no otherwise to pttw, than in sundry the works Isith of art, and 
al«o of nature, where that which hath jjrejitest force in the very thingn 
we see, is, notwithstanding;, itself oftentimes not seen. The statelinosH 
of houscfl, the gofHllincss of trees, when we behold tlicm, delightctli the 
eye : but that foundation whi h lieareth up the one, that rout which 
ministereth unto the other nourishment and life, is in tlie bosom of the 
earth c«)ncealed ; and if there l»e at any time occ:i.-»ion to sear«'h into it, 
■uch laliour is then more nect^ssary than jdensant, Iwth to them which 
undertjike it and for the lookeitt-on. In like manner, the use and 
benefit of good laws, all that live under them, may enjoy with dcli;.'ht 
and comfort, all>eit the grounds and first original aiuses from whence 
they h.ire sprung, be unknown, as to the fnratest part of men they arc. 
Hut when they who withdraw their olicdience, pretcml that the law^s 
which they should ol>ey are corrupt and vicious; for better examina- 
tion of their quality, it liehoveth the very foundation and root, the 
highest well-spring and fountain of them, to lie disci>vered. Whicii, 
because we are not oftentimes accustomed to do, when we do it, the 
puins we take are more needful a great deal than acceptable, and the 
matters which we handle, seem by reason of newness, (till the mind 
grow better acqtiainted with them) dark, intricate, and unfamiliar. 
For as much help whereof, as may be in this ea.te, I have endeavoured 
throughout the body of this whole discourse, that every former part 
might give strength unto all that follom*, and every latti r bring soros 
light unto all before : no that if tlio judgements of men do but hold 
themselves in susiiensc, ns touching these first more general medita* 
tioos, till in order they have perused the rest that eoitaQ ; wkcvt^ uuv; 




sKrj ibi'k nt (li; fini, irill kftcrvM-J^ W foancl Binre plain. CTcn u 
tiic liliir ]ani< ulur ■IwiiiiHifi «itl aiipc&r, 1 doabt not, more sUoog 
ilwn tbc DtbcT L.ivi' been icad bcTun. Uookeb.* 

OS THR GRnpNDS 0? OOVKB;fMK>"T AS UID EXCLD- . 
SIVELY IN TUK PORE liKASOK ; OK A 6TATKMKKT 
AND CRITIQUE OF TllK THIUD 8YSTKM OP POLITICAL 
PUILOSoniV.— TllK TEEOUY OP UOUSSEAD AKD TUB 
FUBNCU ECOXOUISTP. 

I pROCKKn to my promise of dcvclo ng (ixim itA 
ciiil'iyo ]iiiiiLi[ilcs tlic tree of Freiicli HI; ty, of which 
ilic (Ici'lnnitiun of the rights of mnn, and <' : coniititntion 
of li'.ll ^^'erL- tlio IcHVcE, and the sul'ccc ^ antl prasent 
siuti; of Fnini.-c the tViiits. Let nic not u jintncd, if, in 
tliu mlcri>oscil eKwiys, intrmluctory to this scclinn, I have 
cotuiL'c-tL'il this system, though only in imag:ination, 
th<iTi;jh only as n [Missiblc case, with a name so descn'cdiy 
rovtiviutd lis Unit of Lutlier. It is w>me excuse, that 
!!■ iiiUTivcnve witli the reiidcr's rocolkrtions a ccrtnin life 
and dniiiiutic hitcrcst, during the ]>eniwil of the iihstraett 
rcast)niii;,'H tliat are to follow, is the only means I possess 
iif lirihijg liis altciition. We have, most of us at some 
[wriod or ether of uur hves, been amused with dialogues 

• R«i. Pnl. n. I. c. 1, 2.— Ed. 

+ [ hnvc birn cbnrgoil in tlie Friend with ■ noTcl Knd pcrplciin; 
■I'e or the oonl abttraci, luth w verb nnil pnun. Xotel it ctrUiolj i> 
ii«l ; it U'ing niitlintiinl l<f Lnnl Bncon, Des Carl«\ nnd »thtn. Tlie 
Sin ii till" : I bike tlia wnrJ in itn pmt<er menninc. u aStlmAo, I draw 
frocB. Tlic iniiige, bj »liich I tcjireMnt to mjoolf »n talc tree, » no 
/lie limi'e or mleiguale iVim of tlie tree, but in nUlmeleil frDiu it bj mj 
tjf. Now thi> a|>[ienm to me a more u-itantl m well u mors grain- 
mmien] inil |ihil<iwipliienl uH of the woiil, tbnn tlint elliptic con>tnK- 

ire In 1k> uiiderstooil, iiamclj, I dm* {mil atlrnlion from) the, Le. 
TliUf ;— I Eire tbe outline of > flower on a idnte uith ■ aUl* peoiHI. — 
Now, I would Nif. 1 aUtnct lie >>faB|ie from the flower, or of tbe 
!!■»>. r, Dut lbs i.bj«l«r would e»|.n,« th.: kuho tiling bjr Mjinfc I 
nlximrt Ilio rnlonr, Ac. {Ihnt i^ nif attenlii.n frum tlic cnlonr, io.) 

Perliapa tbe latter nilKbt ba better in familiar wriliog ; but I eoB- 
tinne lo prefer tbe foimet on inlyecl* MaX require preeina>. 1830. 
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of the dead. AVho is there, that wishing to form a pro- 
bable opinion on the grounds of hope and fear for an 
injured people warring against miglity armies, would not 
be pleaiied with a spirited fiction, which brought before 
him an old Xumantian discoursing on that subject in 
Elysium, with a newly-arrivetl spirit from the streets of 
Swigoza or tlie walls of Gerona ? 

But I hare a better reason. I wished to give every 
fair advantage to the opinions, which I deemed it of 
importance to confute. It is \ml policy to represent a 
political system as having no charm but for robl)ers and 
assassins, and no natural origin but in the brains of fools 
or mad men, when exiKsricnce has proved, that the great 
danger of the system consists in the peculiar fascination 
it is calculated to exert on noble and imaginative spirits > 
on all th(n«e, who, in the amiable intoxication of youtliful 
benevolence, are apt to mistake their own best virtues 
and choicest powers for the average qualities and attri- 
butes of the human character. The very minds, which a 
good man would most wish to incscnc or disentangle 
from the snare, arc by these angiy misrepresentations 
rather lured into it. Is it wonderful that a man should 
reject the argiunents unheard, when liis own heart proves 
the falsehood of the assumptions by which they arc 
l)refaced ; or that he should rctiiliate on the aggressors 
their own enl thoughts? I am well aware, that the 
provocation was great, the temptation almost inevitjiblc ; 
yet still I cannot reixsl the conviction from my mind, 
that in part to this error, and in part to a certain incon- 
sistency in his own fundamental jirinciples, we are to 
attribute the small nuinWr of ccmvcrts made by Burke 
during his life time. liCt me not be misunderstood. I 
do not mean, that this great man snpi>orted different 
principles at different a;rus of his \K)Utv(ia\ V\&^« Qr^"^^ 



contr.irv, no man was ever more like liimFclf. From bU 
first ]>ubli:ilie(I b[)ccc'Ii on tlic Amcricnn colonial to his 
bu'itixisthiiinouii tracts no sec the »>mc man. the suno 
(Vf.'lrincs tlic same uniComi wiMlnm of iintctical wuhsgIs, 
tlic Mir.ie reasoning and tlic nimc iirejndic'CM 0(^inNt alt 
n1>strael (n^^iinils, ngninet all dcdnction of prnutice from 
tlicor}-. Tlic ineonsistency to which I nlliulc, is of a 
iliirL-ront kind ; it is the want of congniit; in the prin- 
cipli's n|>|>ci1cd to in dilTcrcnt iHirts of the unc work ; it 
in nil aj>|Kircnt rcreatility of the iirinci Ic with the 
<Kfa(j(in. If hiB oi>i"oncnt8 nrc tlicoiiKl tiioi evciy 
tiling is t» he foundotl on pnidcncc, on mu i calcalaUoiu 
of c!ii"cilieiicy ; and cvejy ninn in rci>rcsciiicd as acting 
acciiL-diiiK to tlic state of liis oiMi iimiicdiiitc t*olf- interest. 
Arc iiifl Q]ijxiiicnts calculators? Then calcniation itself 
is rt'inijsuuted as n sort of crime. God has {riven us 
foclin^IK, and wc arc to ol)cy Ihcm ; — and tlic most 
aliMinl i>rojiidicc3 become vcncrul>lc, to which these 
f(:clLii;;s have Riven consecration. I hare nnt fi.r{:otlen, 
that Iliirkc himsi'lf defended these half c-nntr.idielioiis, on 
llic ]iR'tcxt of lialanciiif,' the too much on the one side by 
a tiKi Hindi on the otiicr. IJut never can I liclieve bnt 
that the hti-ai{;lit line must neodx lie the ncai-cst ; and 
tli.il where there is the most, and the most niialloycd 
Iriilh, there will be the greatest and most ]feniianent 
]>inierof ))erstiaRion. IJnt the fact was, that Iturkc in 
Iiis public diameter found lumsc-If, as it were, in u , 
N"iNih'« ark, with a very few men and a great niaiiy^l 
'"-■iists. lie felt luiw mni-h his imme<liatc ]*i>wer was 
lessened by tl-.e verj- circumstance of Ins nicasurclcsa 
tii]'criority to lltosc about him : he acted, tlien.'ri.re, under 
a iierjietual system of coiiipmmtse — a t-oniiini'iiihC of 
t-TcjitiiCKS with meanness ; a coni|)romiK6 of coni]>n'liensioii 
with uurron-ncEB; a compromise of the philosopher, — 
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who, anncd with the twofold knowledge of hUtonr and 
the laws of spirit, looked, as with a telcsoojic, far aroond 
and into the remote distance, — ^with the mere men of 
boaneffis or with ret ooanter intellects, mho handled a 
tmth, whidi they were rcqnin^d to ivocivc, as tlicj 
wonld handle an ox, which they were desired to )mrchasc. 
But why need I rciKSit what has been already said in sa 
happy a manner by Goldsmith of this great man : — 

Wbo too dttp tor his iHaren, Ktill went on renins. 
And iboaj^ht oi coaTwcik|^ vkile ibej UKraghi o( dining.^ 

And if in consequence it was his fate to ''cut blocks \\\\1\ 
a raior," I may Ih5 jxirmittcd to add, that in rcs|)ect of 
truth, tlion«?h not of genius, the wca^ion was injured by 
the misa])|)lication. 

For myself, however, I act and will continue to ac*t 
under the l>elicf, tliat tlic whole tnith is the best antidote 
to falsehoods which arc dangerous chiefly Iwcausc they 
arc half-tniths: and that an erroneous svsteni is best 
confuted, not by an abuse of theor}' in general, nor by an 
^bsurd oi)iH»sition of theory to pnictice, but by a detection 
lof tlic errors in tlic iwirticular tlieor}'. For tlie meanest 
of men has his theon', and to think nt all is to theorixc. 
Witli tliesc convictions I jiiXK-ced immediately to the 
system of the economists and to the principles on wliicli 
it is constructed, and from which it must derive all its 
strength. 

The system commences with an undeniable truth, and 
an important deduction therefrom equally undeiyablc. 
All voluntiuy actions, wiy they, having for their objects 
good or evil, are moral actions. But all morality ij* 
grounded in the reason. Ever}' man is bom with the 




rucully of rcn!iun : Eind irUntcTcr is ft-iltiout it, be Uio 
nhajic ithut it nmj, is not a man or person, but a tfing. 
Ilcncc tlic sntrcd ]>rinci|>le, rccofrniwd by all lavra, 
liiimnn and ilivinr, tlic principle indeed, which is Uic 
ffmiind-worli of all Iiiw nnd justice, that a person can 
nercr bofomi; a tiling, nor bo trrotcd bs nuuh without 
nnin^. But the distinction bciwwn jx^r in and tiling 
consists licrLiii, Hint the lattor niny riijli iilly bo nscd, 
nlto^tlicr nii<l mcit^ly, as n mean : bnt thi furmcr must 
al«iij-s Ijc iiirliidcd in ttic cnil, nnd form > (wrt of the 
finn] cause. VCe plant the Ikq and nc i t it do«-n, we 
hnxd the ^liecp and wo kill it, wholly a^ means to onr 
own ends. The woodcutter and the hinu are liVcwisc 
cin]>Ioycd as means, but on an agreement of reciprocal 
n.lvantagc, wliidi inclndes them as well ils tlieir era- 
plnycr in the end. A^nin : as tlie facnlly of reason 
iin['lics frce-n;icney, morality, — that is the dictate of 
reason, — gives to cvcrj' rational bein^ the right of actin; 
as a free a-rent, and of finally dctonnining Ins conduct li 
Iiis own will, acconling to his ohti conficicncc : nnd this 
ri;rlit is inalicnalilc except by gnilt, which is an act of 
self-fiirfuidire, and the con.se*picnccs therefore to Iw con- 
i^idereil as the criniinal's omti moral elcc'tion. In rps|)cct 1 
of their reason ' all men arc equal. The measnre of tho I 
uiiiierslanding and of all other faculties of man, is dif- 
ferent in dilfei-ent persons ; hut reason is not siisccptiblo 
of dc-jroc. For since it merely decides whether any given 
thought or action is or is not ia contradiction with tho 
rest, there can be no reason better, or more reason, than 
another. 
Reason ! best nnd holiest gift of God and bond of 

* Thii positirin hn* hern Blraiiij eiplaincd, uiil th« rofihinlr; 
(:rniind«l nn il rleiccled uJ cipoicd, in lb* lut nana/ of Ibo LtuJiog- 
I'lxw, in ihii Tolou*. 
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union with the giver; — ^the high title by which the 
majesty of man claims precedence above all otiier living 
creatures ; — mjrKterions facnltj, the mother of conscience, 
of language, of tears, and of smiles ;— cafan and incor- 
mptible legislator of the sonl, without whom all its other 
powers would " meet in mere oppugnancy ; ** — sole prin- 
ciple of permanence amid endless change, — in a world of 
discordant aiipetites and imagined self-interests the one 
only common measure, which taken away, — 

Force should be rijrht ; or, rather ri;;ht and wrong,— 

Between whose endlem jar justice resides, — 

Fhould loHe their names, and sn should jaxtioe too. 

Tlien every thing includes itself in power, 

Power into will, will into Kp|«tito ; 

And apiietite a uniTcrsal wolf, 

80 doaltly seconded with will and power, 

lluai make perforce a uuiTenal pre/ I 

Thrice blcsflcd faculty of reason I all other gifts, though 
goodly and of celestial origin, health, strength, talents, 
all the powers and all the means of cnjo}incnt, seem 
dispensed by chance or sullen caprice ; — thou alone, more 
than even the sunshine, more than the common air, art 
given to all men, and to every man alike. To thee, who 
being one art the same in all, wc owe the j)rivilcge, that 
of all we can become one, a living whole, — that wc have 
a country. "Who then shall dare prescribe a law of 
moral action for any rational being, which docs not flow 
immediately from that reason, which is the fountain of 
all morality ? Or how without breach of conscience can 
we limit or coerce the ]X)werrt of a fa'c agent, except by 
coincidence with that law in his o>mi mind, which is at 
once the cause, the condition, and the measure of his 
fi'ce agency ? Jlan must be free ; or to what purpose 
was he made a spirit of reason, and not o^ \£AR.Viicsss^ ^ 
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instinct ? Han most obey ; or wlicnsforo has ho u eon- 
eciunco ? The powers, wliicli crcato this difficulty, coo- 
tain its Eoliitioa likewise : for their scirico is perfect 
frwxlom. And wh.iiovcr Inw or system of law compels 
onv other service, discnnoliU'S our natiire, leagues itself 
with the auimnl a<:ainKt the (godlike, kii'e ia n!i tho 
vcr}' principle of joyous trcll-dolng, and ights B^aiust 
liummiity. 

By the opplicntion of ihcse^nciplc to the social 
ptatc there ariiies the followiu^ (^-Btcra, licli, ns far as~ 
its first i^unds arc oonccmcd, ia d?T& led the moot 
fully hy J. J. Kousscan in Ui8 work Du tmfntl Sorial. 
If then no individual possesses tlie ri>,'lit of ]iri.'<cribing 
any thing to nnolhcr indiviilual, the rule of wliiuh is not 
contained in their common reason, society, which is but 
an a(;Rn?gatc of individuals ean communicate this rifiht 
to no one. It cannot possibly make that rightful nhieh 
the higher and inviolable law of Imm.iii nature decUrea 
conlradictorj' and imjnst. But concerning right and 
wrong, the reason of each and cvcrj- man is tlic com- 
jielcnt judge : for how else could lie Iw an amenable 
Ixiing, or tlie proper subject of any law ? This reason, 
therefore, in any one man, cannot even in the social 1 

state lie riglHfuUy subjugated to the reason of any other. 
Xeitlicr nn individual, nor yet tlie whole multitude wliich 
constitutes the state, can ]KisseR8 the right of compelling 
liim to do any thing, of which it cannot be demonstrated 
Uiat his own reason must join in prescribing it. If 
tiicreforc society is to lie under a rightful conslituiiou of 
government, and one that can impose on rational beings 
a true (ind moral obligation to obey it, it must be framed 
on sucJi principleif tJiat every individual follows his own 
reason while ho obeys the lows of the constitution, and ~) 
pafonns tJie will of the state while he follows tho dio- S 
■»» ■ \ 

N 
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talcs of his own reason. Tliis is expressly assciicd by 
RousscaUy who states the problem of a pedcct constitu- 
tion of government in the following words : irouver wie 
/onns (Tassaciafion—jfar laquelle cliacun shmissant h 
fcuSf n'obeisse jmniani qitik lui mcme^ et resfe aussi Hire 
qu^aujMravantf — that is, to find a fonn of society accord- 
I ing to which each one uniting himself with the whole shall 
Jyet obey himself only and remain as frce as before. Tin's 
right of the individual to attain his whole natural inde- 
pendence, even in tlie social state, is absolutely inalienable. 
He cannot possibly concede or compromise it : for this 
very right is one of his most sacred duties. lie would 
sin against himself, and commit high treason against the 
reason which the Almighty Creator has given him, if he 
dared abandon its exclusive right to govern his actions. 

Laws obligatory on the conscience, can only therefore 
proceed from that reason which remains always one and 
the same, whether it sixjaks through this or that jKii'son: 
like the voice of an external ventriloquist, it is indifTcrcnt 
from whose lips it apiKjars to come, if only it be audible. 
The individuals indeed are subject to enT)rs and jMissions, 
and each man has his own defects. But when men arc 
assembled in jKi'son or by real rci>resentativcs, the actions 
and re-actions of individual self-love balance each other ; 
errors are neutrnlized by oi)i>osite errors ; and the winds 
rushing from all quarters at once with equal force, pro- 
duce for the time a deep calm, during which the general 
will arising from the general reason displays itself. ' It 
is fittest,' says Burke himself,* ' that sovereign authority 
should be exercised where it is most likely to be attended 
frith the most effectual coiTcctives. These correctives 



* NoU on bis motion rclfttlTo to the Speech from the Throne, 
Vol. u. p. 047, 4to Edit. 
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nre fiimislieil by the nnlnro and conrsc of parliamentary 
Iirococ(iin','s, and by tlic iofinit«ly diversified charwieffl 
wliich coin[Hffi« the two HoniKs, The fnliices, the fnxK 
dom, nnd publicity of di»cu»>ion, leave U easy to distin- 
piiisli whnt nrc acts of [inwcr, nnd vrliat the dclcmiinatiaiir' 
of efjuity nnd reason. There prejudice corrcctd prejndiee, 
and the dilTcrcnt ncitcriticH of jmrty ztr* mitigate and 
neiitmliBC each oilier.' 

Thin, however, m my rcftdcrs ivill liavc r cady detected, 
in no lonji:er a dcinonsjnibia dcduftion I a rcnxnn. It 
is a more probobilily, ngninr^t which ot,. probnbilitica 
niny l>c weighed : as the luHt of antliority lie contagtoua 
iiitliire of cnthnsiasm, nnd other of the a> itc or chronic 
diseases of delibcnitire auBc-rablics. Rut which of these 
results is the more iimhalile, the correction or the con- 
tiigion of evil, must dc]»cnd on clRiinistani-es and grounds 
of expc(lit'ni:j^<-flnd tlins we nlreaily find onrsclves Iieyond 
the magic cirt'le of the pure reason, and within the 
sphere of the unde I'st a n diniHwl-tliiL j'nn 1 eiicp . Of this 
imp-irlant fact Itonsseaii was by no means nnawarc in liis 
thcorj-, though witii gross inconsistency he takes no 
milice of it in his applicalion of (he theory- to ])ractice. 
lie admits the i>ossibility, be is eomjHilled by histor)' to 
allow even the probability, that tlie most nunicrons 
popular assemblies, nay even whole nations, may at times 
Ik; Inirricd away by the same passions, and under the 
dominion of a common error. This will of all U then of 
no more value, than tlio humours of BiiyTific individual: 
and must therefore !« Kicrcdly distinguished from the 
piux; will which flows from universal reason. To this 
p<iint then I entreat the reader's particular attention ; for 
in this distinction, GstaliMshcd by Rousseau himself, be* 
twcen the volonlS rfe tons and the vohnle gfiieralf, — that 
is, between the collective will, and a casual orcrbalouce 
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of willfl — the falsehood or nothingness of the wholo 
fljstem becomes manifest. For hence it follows, as an 
inevitable conscqncnce, that all which is said in the 
Contrai Social of that sovereign will, to which the right 
of universal legislation ap])crtain8, applies to no one 
human being, to no society or assemblage of human beings, 
and least of all to the mixed multitude tliat makes up the 
jpeople: but entirely and exclusively to reason itself, 
/which, it is true, dwells in every man potentially, but 
I actually and in perfect purity is found in no man and in 
I no body of men. This distinction the later disciples of 
Bousseau chose completely to forget, and, — a far more 
melancholy case — the constituent legislators of Franco 
forgot it likewise. With a wretched parrotry they >vrotc 
jond liarangued without ceasing of the volonte gcnvrak — 
/the inalienable sovereignty of the people : and by thcf?e 
(high-sounding i)hrases led on the vain, ignornnt, and 
intoxicated populace to wild excesses and wilder expecta- 
tions, which entailing on them the bitterness of disap- 
pointment cleared the way for military despotism, for the 
Satanic government of horror under the Jacobins, and of 
terror under the Corsican. 
•^ Luther lived long enough to see the consequences of 
; the doctrines into which indignant pity and abstract 
V principles of right liad hurried iiim — to see, to retract 
and to oppose them. If the same liad been the lot of 
Bousseau, I doubt not^ that his conduct would have been 
Uio same. In his whole system there is beyond contro- 
versy much that is true and well reasoned, if only its>/ 
application be not extended farther than the nature of 
the case permits. But then we shall find that little or 
nothing is won by it for the institutions of society ; and 
least of all for the constitution of governments, tlie 
theory of which it was his wish to ground o\!l \iL k^^^^ 




iiis principles to any case, in which the sacred and in- 
violable laws of luorality ore immcdialcl}' iittcnstod, all ^ 
beconica just nnd pcilincnt. No ]Kiwcr on earth can 
oblige mo to net a-rain^it my consd cncc Ko magifttnte, 
110 monarch, no Icgislatoro, can without tjTuuny compel 
nic to do anytliing wiiich tlic acknowlcdj^ laws of God 
h.ivc forbidden me to do. So act tliat tli X maj-cst be 
able, williout involving anj contradiction, t< will that the 
maxim of tlij- conduct sliould be the law o1 ill intelligent 
bcinj^s — is the ouo nnircrsal and Eutlicicnl irinciplc and 

guide of morality. And why ? Because ho objocl of 

nionility is not the outward act, but the ii jnial maxim 7 
of our actioDH. And bo far it is infulliblo. But with 
what show of reason can we pretend, from a jirinciplc by I 
w hi'-li we art- to determine the imrity of our motives, to ~' | 
(Wiice the funu and matter of a ri^litful pivenimcnt, the ~ ; 
main olHcc of which is to n'gulatc the oulwnnl actions of 
iwrticnhir bmiies of men, according to llieir jarticnlar 
circumstances? Can wo ho|io better of conslitutions 
fraincd by ourselves llum of that wiiich ivus given by 
jVlmighty Wisdom ilsolf? Tlic laws of the Hebrew com- 
manivcaltli, which flowed from the pure rca>on, remain 
nnd are immutable ; but Ihc regulations dictitted by pru- 
dence, though by the divine pnidciicc, and though given 
in thunder from the mount, have jwsscd awnj' ; and while / 
they lasted, were binding only for that om; stale, the l>ar- 
ticular circumstances of which rendered Ihem expedient. 
Itousseau indeed assertn, that there is an inalienable 
sovereignty inherent in every human being jxissessed of \ y 
reason; and from this the fmmcrs of the conMitution of 
1731 deduce, that the jicople itself is its awn sole rightful 
legislator, and at most dare only recede 80 far from ila 
right a3 to delegate to chosen deputies the power of repre- 
senting and declaring the general will. But thia li 
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wholly without proof; for it has already been fully shewn, 
that according to the principle out of whicli tliis conse- 
quence is attempted to be dni^ii, it is not the actual 
^ man, but the abstract reason alone, tliat is the sovereign 
and rightful lawgiver. The confusion of two things so 
different is so gross an error, thsit tlie Constituent As- 
sembly could scarcely proceed a step in their declaration 
of rights, without some glaring inconsistency. Children 
arc excluded from all political jwwer; — arc they not 
human beings in whom tlie faculty of reason ix^sides? 
Yes ! but in them the faculty is not yet adecpiately deve- 
loped. But are not gross ignorance, inveterate super- 
stition, and the habitual t}i*anny of ]uission and sen- 
suality, equally preventives of the development, equally 
impediments to the rightful exercise, of the ix^ason, as 
childhood and early youth ? "Who would not rely on the 
judgment of a well educated English lad, bied in a 
virtuous and enlightened family, in preference to that of 
a bnital Kussian, who believes that he can scourge his 
wooden idol into good humour, or attributes to hiiusolf 
the merit of ixii'pctual prayer, when he has listened the 
jictitions, which his priest has written for him, on the 
wings of a windmill ? — Again : women are likewise 
excluded — a full half, and that assuredly the most 
innocent, the most amiable half, of the wliole human 
race, is excluded, and this too by a constitution which 
: boasts to have no other foundations but those of universal 
j reason I Is reason then an affair of sex ? No I But 
I women are commonly in a state of deixjndcnce, and are 
j not likely to exercise their reason with freedom. Well I 
and does not this ground of exclusion apply with equal 
or greater force to the poor, to the intiiiu, to men in 
embarrassed circumstances, to all in short whose main- 
tenancOi bo it scanty or be it ample, depends on the will 
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rif otlicnt ? How far arc wo to go ? Wlierc mast wc 
i.to|i? What classes slioulil wc admit? 'Wliom must 
wc (lis franchise ? The objects conctniing nluim wo ore 
lo ilctcnninc these riucstions, nrc all huiiuin Ix-iags and 
ihlTiTfiK'cJ from cadi other by dcgrvea only, thefl! 
(Ic|:rccs, too, oftentimes chongiD^. Yet tlio prin- 
ciiile on ivliicii the nholc sj-stem rests is, that rcnton ih 
not Kusceiitihlo of degree. Nothin^j, tlicnforc, whicli' 
Eiibsistis wlioUy in degrees, tlic chanties of thicli do Dot 
o":>cy any neeessaiy kw, can be Ellbjects of i 
or dfteniiiiiablc by mere reason. ~ 
niii>t rely on our nndcrvtAndings, cnligh 
c.\[K'rioiiec and immediate observation, t 
om'clmii:e by com jiiiri sons of expediency. 

It is tlicaforc allogcthcr a mistaken notion, that the 
tinyiry wliiuti would deduL-o the social rights of man, and 
till.' sole rij;litful funa of gnvcmmcnt fmni priucii>les of 
rfas(.n, involves a ncccssaiy preference of the democratic, 
IT '.'V(.'u the reprk'M'iitativc, constitutions. AL-cordingly, 
n'.iT.il of the FruuL-li economists, although devotees of 
laiusseiiii iinU the [ihysiocratic system, and assuanlly not 
the liiist resiwetul >le of tiiuir party citiier in momlu or in 
iiitolleet, — and tiit-sc (oo men who lived and i\Tote under 
liieimliuiited monarchy of France, and who were thcrc- 
feru Well .icquaintfd with tlic evils connected with that 
fijslcni, — did yet declare tlicmsclvca for a pure monarchy 
iu jiR'fi'rencc to the aristoenitic, the popular, or the 
mixed form. These men nrpiied, that no other laws 
bt'iug allowable btit tJiose wliiiOi are demonstrably juat, 
aad founded in the simplest ideas of rwison, and of which 
cvcrj- man's reason is the comjctcnt judge, it is in- 
dilTercnt wlietlier one man, or one or more assemblies of 
men, give form ai\d publicity to tJiera. For being 
niatteiB of pui« and sjmpic science, tlicy require no 




experience id order to sec tbcir truth, and unong n 
eoligfotencd iicoj^c, b; vhom thii ^^cm had bcca once 
Kdemnlj adopted, no soTercign woold dan to make 
otluT lairs than those of reason. They farther contend, 
that if the people were nut enlightened, a porcly popular 
goremmcnt coaLd not co-exii>t with this BTBtcm of abeo- 
late jnsticc : and if it were ade<inatclf enlightened, the 
influence of pohlic opinion would supply the place of' 
fonnal representation, while tlic form of the goTcmmcnt 
would be in harrnony with the onitf and simjilicitj of 
ita principles. Tliia they entitle le deipolitme ityal tout 
ftmpin tie teeidenre. The best statement of the theory 
thus modified may he found in ilercier r/e la lUrirrt, 
L'ordn Kafuirl el EMmlitl tin Sociilh PoHliijtat. From 
the pnoh adduced in the preceding paragraph, to which 
many others might be added, I have no hesitation in 
affirming that thia latter party ore the more consistent 



It is worthy of remark, that the inflncncs of tlieK 
/^ writings contributed gnatly, not indeed to raise the 
present emperor, bnt ctirtaiuly to rccf>neile a numerous 
class of politicians to his unlimited authority : and ait far 
as his lawless jiassion for war and contjucHt allows him 
to goTcm according to any principles, he favours tliosc 
of the physiocratic philoeo)jicrs. His early education 
most have given him a predilection for a theory con- 
ducted tliroughout with matlicmalicnl prcciKJon j its very 
simplicity promised the rcaUient and most commoilioiu 
machine for det^potism, for it moulds a nation into as 
calculable a jwwcr as an army ; wiiilc the hlcm and seem- 
ing greatness of the whole and its mock elevation aboTO 
human feelings, flattered his prido, hardened his con- 
sdeoce, and aided the efforts of self-delusion. Reason ii 
the Kde lOTepeiga, the only rii5jit.&ji, \ft,igijiisi*R\ N«i 



imBon,tOBctoniium,imistbe impersonated. Tlic Pnm- 
iloncc which hid so moncllousljr raised and sapjiarlcd 
him, liad marked liitii out for (he rcprcscnt&Uro of 
Tcawn, and had anncd him with inT&i«til>lo force, In 
onlcrto realise its luws. In him ihcrcfoni might be> 
comes ri^ht, and his cun&e and that of destiny, (or as ho 
QUIT clioosca to wonl it, exchoD^ng bl'''d nonscnw for 
sturing blnqihcmf% liin cause and the i ise of God too 
one and the saine. Ku'ollent posliilai for a dinlcric 
and self-willed tjrrant ! Wiiat avails the npoTcrisbmcnt 
ofafcU' thoiMond mcrchanlK and mnnnt ,arcn? Wltat 
GTcn the general va-tc))cdncsa of mill « of pcriEhable 
men, for a slioit generation ? Siiould imse stand in th« 
vny of the clioscn coni]ucrer, the innovator mvnAi, §t 
ttujior sfrmhrum, or prevent a cooKtitution of things, 
nliii'h, creeled on intellectual and ixiribct foimdations, 
prowcth noi ohl, but like the etcraal justice, of which it 
is the living image. 



For justice, austere, unrelenting justice, is every where 
li'<l<k'n up tin the one thing needful: and the on!)' duty 
of Ilicciiizen, in fiillilliiig wliieli lie obeys all the laws, 
is not lo cncronch on another's sphere of action, Tlio 
grcatot possible happiness of a people is not, according 
to this system, the object of a governor ; but to preserve 
the frccddm of all, by coercing within the requisite ' 
bounds tbc freedom of each. ^\'hatevcr a government 
docs more than tliis, comes of evil: and its best employ-, 
mcnt is the repeal of lawa and regulations, not the J 
estalilislimcnt of them. Each man is the best judge ofi 
his own happiness, and to himself must it Ihcreforc bo 
entrusted. Kemove all tlic inteifcrciicca of positive | 
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Bfatntcs, all monopoly, all bounties, all proliibUiong, and 
all encouragements of importation antl exportation, of 
pftiticnlar growth and pnrticulnr mnnufactiirca : let the 
rercnncg of the 8tat« be taken at once from the produce of 
the soil ; and all thingB will then find tlicir level, all irre- 
gularities will correct each other, anJ an indestructible 
cyelc of harmonious motions take place in the moral 
eqnBllf as in tlic natural world. The buxincss of the 
governor is to watch inc«!santly, that tlio state shall 
remain composed of individuals, acting as individnnis, 
hj which alone the freedom of all cim bo sccui'cd. Its 
duty is to take care tlint itself remain the sole collectivo 
power, and that all the citizens should enjoy the saint 
rights, and without distinction be subject to tho some 
duties. 

Splendid promises I Can any thing appear more equita- 
ble than the last projiOKition, the ecjualily of rightu aiid 
\ I duties? Can any tiling Ix; eoui-eivcd more simple in the 
' ' idea ? But the execution — I Let the four or five (juarto 
volumes of the Conscript Code be the comment I But 
as briefly as possible I shall prove, that this system, as 
an exclusive total, is imdcr any fnnn itupnicticablc ; and 

I { that if it were rcalizal, and an fur as it were realized, it 
I would nccesKirily lead to general barbnrism and the 

' most grinding oppression ; and that the final result of a 
gcnen>r attempt to introduce it, must be a niilitor)' 
tl^potism inconsistent with the [wace and mifety of man-~- 
lond. That reason should be our guide and governor is 

L/an undeniable tnitli, and all our notion of right and 

\ wrong is built thereon: for reason is one of the two 
fountain-heads in which tho whole moral nature of man 
originated and subsists. From reason alone can we 
derive tho principles which our ondcrstandings are to 
apply, the ideal to which by mcoiu of our undcnbi&.'^^'S- 

> 




ne slioiild cndcnvour to a[>proximntc. Tliis however ' 
jivcs no i)roof that reason alouc ou^ht to govcni and 
direct liLiiimn beings, cMicr oa individuals or as states. 
It ouglit not to do tliis, because it cannot. The laws of 
rcn.'ion arc unable to Mttisfy the firet conditions orhumaD 
Kocict}'. We will admit Uiat the shortest code of law a 
(he best, and that the citizen finds himEclf ni >st at case 
wlicrc the ;^ovcniment least intenneddlcii nnth lis alTairB, 
nnd confines its cfTortti to tlic preservation of [lublio 
tnmiinillity ; we will suflcr tliis to pass at present undis- 
{luted, though the examples of England, nnd before the 
l.tic events, of Ilolland and Switzerland, — rarclf the 
three linppiest nations of llic wurld — to which ixrhaiia 
vc might ndd the major [likrt of tlic fonncr Gci-man frco 
lottiis, fimiisli stubhiini fiuits in jircsnmi'tion of tlic 
o'litmiT, — yet Ktill tlic proof ia wanting that the firet 
.iml must (,'enerul apj>liiiilions and exertions of the [Kiwcr 
of niiin can be defiiiiltly regulated by reason unaided by 
(lie i"isitive and Linm.nl ional law s in the funnation of 
whii'li die u 11 deinstall ding must be our guide, and whicli 
lieoime just because they h;ipi)cn to be exi)edient. 

The chief object for which men first foniiod thcinscb 
iii(o n state was not the i>rotetlion of their lives, but 
lit.ir proi>erly. AVherc ihc nalnre of the soil and climate 
jiafludts all proi>ei'ly but pcreonal, imd ixjnuita that 
fnly in its simplest funiis, as in Greenland, men remain 
in llic domestic t^tatc and form neigh Iwurhoods, bnt not 
t,'oveniuients. And in Xoitli .Vmorica the cliicfs appear 
to exercise govcmincnt in those trihcs only which jiosBCsa 
individual landed property. Among the rest the chief is 
Ihtir general; but government is exercised only in 
faniUes by the fathers of families. But wliero individual 
landed projerty eiiKfs, there must he inequality of 
property : tho nature of the earth and the nature of the 
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mind unite to make the contnuy impossible. Bat to 
suppose the land the property of Uio state, and the 
labour and the produce to be equally divided among all 
the members of the state, involves more than one con- 
tradiction^ for it could not subsist without gross injus- 
tioe, except where the reason of all and of each wag 
absolute master of tlie selfish passions of sloth, envy, and 
the like; and yet the some state would preclude the 
greater part of the means by which the reason of roan b 
developed. In whatever state of society you would place 
\ty from the most savage to the most refined, it would be 
found cqu<al1y unjust and impossible ; and were there a 
race of men, a country, and a climate, that permitted 
such an order of things, the same causes would render all 
government superfluous. To property, therefore, and to 
/ AWa inequalities all human laws dircctly or indirectly 
^ ^ I relate, which would not be equally laws in the state of 

CI nature. Now it is impossible to deduce the right of 
property* from pure reason. Tlie utmost which reason 
could give would be a proixxrty in the forms of things, 
as far as the forms were ])roduccd by individual power. 
In the matter it could give no property. We regard 
arigcls and glorified spirits as beings of pure reason : and 
whoever thought of proixirty in heaven? Even the 
simplest and most moral form of it, namely, marriage, 
(we know from the highest authority) is excluded from 
the state of jmre reason. Rousseau himself expressly 
admits that property cannot be deduced from the laws of 
reason and nature ; and he ought thercfoix) to Jiavc 
admitted at the same time that his whole theory was a 

* I mean, pnctically and with tho inequalities inHcpamble from the 
actiuil existence of property. W)«>VnbiQ;W\V3^ >JcA \v^\N. m^ \f^^^^^?^^ 
dedncihlo from the frecageufty of mwu \l Xa ^N. \x<i5^^Nafe "^ '^^'S^ 
Bptten of AciioQ mwA b« to Um. 



aiiul ??rtri ^ rnKem » SB^o^asi u j!MBK>7. If 

sli.-^'- :: ';« tmij »-jfnr;fr, bow cnbi it be iwhi ■ » ? 
•>j:i:>ic:^ ^;uU i:r3. «a »inl «Uca oa bcw be Mlf 
ruijb.'i 3 aafzT^ nca coasae is a lataR: becBMe 
'Miile> 1?? =i:r :2:ait azataina, xad to pore rrTfiiw of 

tr. wTtr ;«rfiiKtlT ir^Iio^^ &> osr i&ised and M uiu ga 
zi:s:t.l:exSM w,- ■* .rn— ■«'^^-^--^-'-- i^-i^-w .1— — v 
Li Ra»rc aeT«r w fcy iuell i-oE miut cioiLc haelf m / 
ui! <s;iicaace of istiiTidul sadencaadin^ and ■pcdfic 
h>rliz^>?a. is or^ b> becc-cjc a realfrr and an object of ' J 
ccxi-ia*c.^m tal <sr«cncEia. It vill be swn bacafta 
tbi: iopuher viih this, tbe krT-Aooc of liie a-vfa, the 
zmur ion and ue m-xi tpK»a« of the poi>alar a ~ 
c-^.:a ia fxrimr of curcra! lafra^ &U hi and are 
cnuLfL I vill cuintioc c=De ooir at [xcwnt. Vajor ' 
C^TTi^tt, — in his diilacticD of tiio ii,:nis of tbe ' 
*s' 'Ovt tpxn pradi'lcs "nnc rasccptil'lc of ]<rooC t>ciii« 
kI:'-i;t:Jcdi. if oae of rhioh be rioliiod all arc rkikcn.'' 
— iTTlnn* (Principio Sj'th: tlioo^h the jrrcatcr port 
b'l-.vi ikn monil aphorisnu, or blank asst?rtioiu>, not i 
scicmuic iitinciplcf ) " that a power which on;:ht ncrer s . 
10 V« nwd oa^ht dctvt to exist.'' Again he a^rms th^t ' 
'Irtts to bind all mtifC be as«ntcd to hr all, and coo-'- 
K>;ii;ntiT GTci; man, even the poorest, has an o^oal right 
to MifTrap! ;" and this for on aildiiiiinal reason, bccaiue 
"aUwithoot exception aieca[al>Icof feeling hnpiiincse 
Of miserr acconllngly aa thqr are well or ill piveraed." 
But are thcT not then capable of feeling hr.ji]iincss cr 
BiicciT acconlinglr aa tbcjr do or do not poMcss tbe 
Bcans of a comfortable aalMifitence ? and who i* the 

< .,((■ ... .,.„..-;- 



^j 



224 TlIE FRIEND. 

judge, what is a comfortable snbRistcnce, but the man 

himself? Might not then, on the same or equivalent 

principles, a leveller construct a right to equal proiwrty ? 

The inhabitants of this countr)' without projxjrty form, 

doubtless, a great majority ; each of these has a right to 

a suflVagc, and the richest man to no more ; and the 

object of this suffrage is, that each individual mn; 

secure himself a tnie efficient rei)resentative of his will 

^ Here then is a legal power of abolishing or equalizing 

projierty : and according to Major C. himself, a power 

which ought never to be used ought not to exist. 

Tliereforc, unless he carries his system to the whole 

T^length of common labour and common pos^tcssion, a right 

/ to universal suffrage cannot exist ; but if not to universal 

^suffrage, there can exist no natural right to sulTragc at 

J all. In whatever way ho would obviate tliis objection, 

ho must achnit expedience founded on experience and 

particular circumstances, which will vary in cveiy 

different nation, and in the same nation at different 

times, as the maxim of all legislation and the ground of 

aU legislative power. For his universal principles, as 

far as they are principles and universal, necessarily 

suppose uniform and perfect subjects, which are to be 

found in the ideas of pure geometry and, I trusty in the 

realities of heaven, but never, never, in creatures of flesh 

and blood. 
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co$%iBaoGr of ochft^n aai from hu 
lo rssrccc hii^ ukc;^ aad r&Tcre the pontj 
■ S z^ zinxirc^ I am f^j perqLkkil liia: then are few 
hitler men. f.v iiu>re forecc tyr oi^icrcs^ed adhcnnu 
Ci' iLjcir o>d:rT or ibc Iit« <*f their o-kantrr. of vfaat- 
5*>:rcr ihisc* arv I«>TelT, of viiaL»«n^r thin^rii are boDouF- 
i*'-^c. It vouIJ pre UkS great pcin shoald I Ic sq^vicd 
;o hare inLn-tiiuc^ di^rcs^«i:tf;&Iir, a name which from 
inTcariT xifuih I ncT«> ht.'anl mcnck*nc\I vitlhwt a fcilin^ 
of adTectionatc aJmintion. I hare indeed quoted from 
this Tonerablc {xitriot, as from the mo6»t ros^icctahlc 
£ndi>u ad^-ocatc for the theorr. vhioh derircs the n*:hu 
of goTcmmentf and the duties of obedience to it, excln- 
sivelr from principles of pore reason. It \^^ of oon- 
^fleoce 10 mr ouue thii I ikooilid tis^ V^^ ^JbAXi^ht to 
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have been waging war against a straw imago of my own 
setting up, or even against a foreign idol tliat had neither 
worshipjxirs nor advocates in our ovra country ; and it 
was not less my object to keep my discussion aloof from 
those passions, which more unjiopular names might 
have excited. I therefore introduced the name of Cart- 
wriglit, as I had previously done tliat of Luther, in order 
to give every fair advantage to a tlieoty, which I thought 
it of importance to confute; and as an instance that 
though the system might bo made tempting to the 
vulgar, yet that, taken unmixed and entire, it was chiefly . 
fascinating for lofly and imaginative spirits, who mistook 
tlicir own virtues and powers for the average character of 
men in general. 

Neither by fair statements nor by fair rcasoninj^ 
should I ever give offence to lilajor Cartwright himself, 
nor to his judicious friends. If I am in danger of 
offending tlicm, it must arise from one or otlier of two 
causes ; cither tliat I have falsely represented his prin- 
ciples, or his motives and the tendency of his writings. 
In the book from which I quoted, " The Peo])le's Barrier 
against undue Influence," (the only one of Major Cart- 
wright's which I possess) I am conscious that there arc 
six foundations stated of constitutional government. 
Therefore, it may be urged, the author cannot be justly 
classed with those wlio deduce our social rights and 
correlative duties fi^lusively from principles of pure 
reason, or unavoidable conclusions from such. My 
answer is read/T Of tl icse six foundations three arc but 
different words for one and the same, namely, the law of 
reason, the law of God, and first principles: and the 
three that remain cannot be taken as different, inasmuch 
as they arc afterwards aflHrmed to be of no validity except 
for as tliey are evidently dedUkC^ed b^\s^ ^^^ Vs^^s<ss^\ 
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that is, from the principles implanted by God in tho 
universal reason of man. Tiicsc three latter fonndations 
arc, the j;cneral cnstqma of the.TCalinjpnrticnIar cnstomti 
niul ncU of Parliament It mi|^ht be snppoficd that the 
author had not nscd his terms in the precise and single 
!^;ii8e in which tliey are defined in my former cswiy ; and 
tlint self-evident principles may be meant to include the 
dictates of manifest exiiedience, the inductions of the 
imderKtandin<if, as well as the prcscriivts of tho pure 
reason. But no ; Major Cartwriglit has guarded against 
tlic jtossibility of tliis intor|)retation, and has expressed 
himself as decisively, and with as much warmth, against. 
foundings governments on grounds of expedience, as I \ 
have ddhe against founclin g morality on tlic same. • 
Euclid himself could not have defined his words more 
sternly within the limits of pure science ; for instancCy 
sec the Ist, 2nd, 3nl, and 4th primary rules: — *A prin- 
ciple is a manifest and simple proposition comprehending 
a certain truth. Principles are the proof of every thing : 
hut are not susceptible of external proof, being self- 
evident. If one i)rinciple l)e violated, all are shaken. 
Against liim, who denies principles, all dispute is useless, 
niul reason unintelligible, or disallowed, so far as he 
dimies them. The laws of nature are immutable.*— 
Neither could Rousseau himself, nor his predecessors, 
I lie Fifth-monarchy men, have more nakedly or empha- 
tically identified the foundations of government in the 
concrete with those of religion and morality in the 
abstract : see Slajor Cartwright's primary rules from 31 
to 39, and from 44 to 83. In these it is affirmed ,— that 
the legislative rights of every citizen arc inherent in In's 
nature ; that, being natural rights, they must be efjual in 
all men ; that a natural right is that right wluch a 
citizen claims as being a man, and that it hath no other 
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foundation bnt his personality or reason : that property 
can neither increase nor modify any legislative right; 
that eveiy one man shall have one vote however poor, 
and for any one man, however rich, to have more than 
one vote, is against natoral justice, and an evil measure ; 
tliat it is better for a nation to endure all adversities, 
than to assent to one evil measure ; that to be free is to 
be governed by laws, to which we have ourselves assented, 
either in person, or by representatives for whose election 
wo have actually voted : that all no^^^iiaving a right of 
suffrage are slaves, and that a^^t majority of the 
people of Great Britain are slaves I To prove the total 
coincidence of Major Cartwright*s theory with that which 
I have stated, and I trust confuted, in the prRceding 
essay, it only remains for me to prove, that the former, 
equally with the latter, confounds the sufficiency of the 
conscience to m«ike every person a moral and amenable 
being, with the sufficiency of judgment lind experience 
requisite to the exercise of politicalriglit A single 
quotation will place this out of all doubt, >vlnch from its 
length I shall insert in a note.* 

• "Bat the eqnalitj," (obscn^ that Major Cartwright ii here 
■peaking of the natural right to nniTcrml NuiTrage, and conMequentlj of 
the uniTersal right of eligihilitjr, aa well as of election, indepondentljr 
of character or property) — "the equality and di.^ity of human nature 
in all men, whether rich or poor, is placed in tho highest point of 
view by St. Paul, when ho reprehends the Corinthian believers for 
their litigations one with another, in the courts of law where unbelieTers 
presided ; and as an argument of the competency of all men to judge 
for themselTcs, he alludes to that eloTation in tho kingdom of heaTcn 
which is promised to every man who shall be virtuous, or in the Ua- 
guage of that time, a saint. I>o ye noi know, says he, that the tatntt 
ihall juHje the world f And if the world thall be judged by you, are 
ye unworthy to Judge the tmalleH mattert f Know ye not that ye fhall 
fudge the angeltt How much more things that pertain to tit it lifel 
If after such authorities, such manifestations of truth as these, any 
GhriitiAB throagh thote prcjndieei^ which art the effecU of long habiu 
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Great stress, indeed, is laid on tho anthmty of our 
ancient laws, both in this and tho other works of our 
jiatriotic author ; and whaterer his system may be^ it is 
impossible not to feel, that the author himself 
tlic heart of a genuine Englishman. But still 
system can neither be changed nor modified by these 
appeals : for among the primary maxims, which form the 
pround-work of it, we arc informed not only that law in 
the abtitract is the perfection of reason ; but that the 
liT ""f ^^ nnrl *'*? ^'"" "^^ *^'t iTintl nrr nil trnr I "What I 
Tlic statutes against witches ; or those against papists, 
the abolition of wliicli gave rise to Uie infamous riots in 
1780 1 Or, in tlie author's own opinion, the statutes of 
disfranchisement and for making Parliaments septennial ! 
— Nay ! bat (Principle 28) an unjust law is no law : and 
(P. 22.) against the law of reason neither prescription, 
statute, nor custom, may prevail ; and if any such be 
brought against it, they be not prescriptions, statutes, 
nor customs, but things void: and (P. 20.) what the 

of iiijtuttice and oppressioii, and teadi us to denptM the poor, shall siiU 
tbiuk it right to exclude tliat pari of the coniiDonalty, conaistiDg of 
tradesmen, artificers, and labourers, or any ot them fi-om roiing in 
elections of members to serve in Parliament, I mnst sincerely lament 
snch a persuasion as a misfitrtune both to himself and his country. 
And if any man, — not having giten himself the trouble to consider 
whether or not the Scripture it an authority, but who, ueTertheless, 
is a friend to the rights of mankind — upon grounds of mere prudence, 
p(»liqr, or exiiediency, shall think it adrisable to go against the whole 
current of our constitutional and law maxims, by which it it self- 
cvident that every man, as being a man, is crvsted free, bom to free- 
dom, and, without it, a thing, a slare, a bea&t ; and shall contend for 
drawing a line of exclusion at freeholders of forty pounds a year, or 
forty shillings a year, or householders, or pot-boilerM, so that all who 
are below that lino shall not have a vote in the election of a legislatiTt 
guardian, — which is taking from a eitixen the power eren of aelf- 
prcsenration, — such a man, I renture to say, is bolder than h« who 
wn^tled with the angel ; for he wrestles with God himself, who 
established those principles in the eternal laws of Batare^ noTer to bt 
vioUtod by any of his creatorM.**— Pp. 23, 24« 
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Parliament doth shall be holden for nought, whensoever 
it shall enact that which is contrary to a natural right! 
I dare not suspect a grave writer of such egregious 
trifling, as to mean no more by these assertions, than 
that what is wrong is not right ; and if more tlian this 
be meant^ it must lie that the subject is not bound to 
obey any act of Parliament^ which according to his 
conviction entrenches on a principle of natural right; 
which natural rights are, as we have seen, not confined 
to the man in his individual capacity, but are made to 
confer universal legislative privileges on every subject of 
every state, and of the extent of which every man is 
competent to judge, who is competent to be the object 
of law at all, that is, eveiy man who has not lost his 
reason. 

In the statement of his principles, therefore, I have 
not misrepresented Major CartwTight, Have I tlicn 
endeavoured to connect public odium witli his name, by 
arraigning his motives, or tlie tendency of his writings ? 
The tendency of his wTitings in my inmost conscience I 
believe to be jicrfcctly harmless, and I dare cite them in 
confirmation of the opinions wliich it was the object of 
my introductory essays to establish, and as an additional 
proof, that no good man communicating what he believes 
to be the tnith for the sake, of truth, and according to 
the rules of conscience, will be found to have acted 
injuriously to the peace or interests of society. The 
Trnrmblr jjutrinnrnli'it, f^r this is his true character, 
and in this title is conveyed the whole error of his 
system, — is incapable of aiding his arguments by the 
poignant condiment of personal slander, incapable of 
appealing to the envy of the multitude by bitter decla- 
mation against the follies and oppressions of the higher 
classes. He would shrink with horror ficoooLtb&^kL^xi^s^ 




of ailJin;; a fulsc and unnnturol inftncncc to the cause of 
tnilli and justice, l)y dctnila of present calamity or imiDC- 
diatc 6uirorin<r, fitted to excite tlie fiirj- of the mullituiie, 
or bv iiromiscs of turning the cnrrcnt of the public 
revenue into titc channels* of individual distnws and 
]iovcrty, KO fls to bril>o the ikijuiIoco by sclfisli liojic*. 
li docs not belon<r to men of his clianLcter to dclode tJio 
uninstrucied into the belief that Uieir Bhortcst vray of 
ulttaining the goml thiu;^ of tliis life, is to comincnoc 
busy )>oliticians, instead of remain iug Indiutiioiu 
lulHiiirci-s. He knowB, and nets on the knov ledge, that 
it is the duty of tlio cnlight^incd philanthroii.st to plead 
fur tlie ]>r>or and ignorant, not to them. 

No, — From works wxittcn and published nndcr ilic 
cinitnil of nnsterc ininciplcs, and at the iinpulRC of n 
lofty and gL'iierouJi enthusiasm, — from works rendered 
iiltnictivc only by llic fen'our of sincerity, luid inqHwing 
only by the majc,-ty of jilain denlint:, uii..dangci will be 
;i|i|irehended by ti wise man, no olleiiec received by a 
•fim\ num. I cmiiIi! aJTiiost venture to wammt nor 
liatriot's ptililicatiiiii-, innoxious from the Binglu cireum* 
stiiiifo of llii'ir iKilV'il freedom from personal theniCH in 
litis age of ]»cn-oii;ili(y, this age of lilenirj- and political 
go.'i.siping, wJien the meanest insctt-s arc won^hijuwl with 
a sort of Egi'ptian sujierstition, if only tlic brainless head 
lie utoiied for by the sting of [icrsonal malignity in the 
t^^il i wJieu tlic most vapid satires have become the objects 
of a keen ]mblie interest purely from the number of con- 

* I mast rcirini] tbe r«ru!<r, tfanl thii os'.ij was urittCD ia Octsher 
im. If Majnr Car»rl?h( h» ever >iaM then acted in ■ diO'eKnl 
(pirit, knd taiuper«tl pcrMnallf with (ho diitreum, snd coDi>«iuen[ 
irrllsbilit; of the iKnomot, the iocoiuiBteiicr is his, not nine. If wlwt 
I tfani IwUercd tad kvoved shonlJ nnir ftpj>«r a Mnra Kilira in the 
*1iipe of k hin propbecj. uij thiiiiie I might feci far n j Imck of p«M- 
tnlioa would be lort ia the UDcaritj ot mj ngrel.— 1S18. 
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temporoiy characters named in the patch-work notes,— 
which possess, however, the comparative merit of being 
more poetical than the text, — and because, to increase the 
stimulas, the author has sagaciously left his own name 
for wh]s}iers and conjectures ! — In an age, when even 
sermons are published with a double appendix stuffed 
with names — in a generation so transformed from the 
characteristic reserve of Britons, that, from the ephemeral 
sheet of a London newspaper to the everlasting Scotch 
professional quarto, almost every publication exhibits or 
flatters the epidemic distemper ; that the very last year's 
rebuses in the Lady's Diaiy, are answered in a serious 
elegy ' On my father's death,' with the name and habitat 
of the elegiac (Edipus subscribed ; — and other ingenious 
solutions arc likewise given to the said rebuses — not, as 
heretofore, by Crito, Philander, A B, X Y, &c. but by 
fifty or sixty plain English surnames at full length, with 
their several places of alxxlc I In an age, when a bash- 
ful Philalethfs or Phileleuthtros is as rare on the title- 
pages and among the signatures of our magazines, as a 
real name used to be in the days of our shy and notice- 
shunning grandfathers I Wicn — more exquisite than all 
— I see an epic poem — spirits of Maro and Maconides, 
make ready to welcome your new compeer ! — advertised 
with the s^xK^ial recommendation, that the said epic poem 
contains more than a hundred names of living persons ! 
No^if works as abhorrent, as those of Major Cartwright, 
from all unworthy provocatives to vanity, envy, and the 
selfish passions, could acquire a sufficient influence on the 
public mind to be mischievous, the plans proposed in 
his pamphlets would cease to be altogether visionary : 
though even then they could not ground their claims to 
actual adoption on self-evident principles of pure reason, 
but on the happy accident of Uie virtue and ^ood cis&sf^ 




of that public, for whoso suffrages they were presented. 
Indeed with Mnjor Cartwrijiht'a pUns I hoTe no present 
(Xinccm ; but with the principles, on whicli l)o grouDda 
tlie oblijpitions to a<lopl them. 

But I must not Kocrifico truth t© my reverence for 
{n<livitliial purity of intention. The tendency of one 
f^ood niiin's vrritings is altogt^tbcr a diRcrcnt tiling from 
tiic tendency of the Bystcm itself, when e vsoncd and 
scned up for the unrcaroning multitude, m it has boon 
by men whose nnines I would not honour by writing 
litem in the same sentence with Itlajor < trtwright's. 
For this BjBtem has two aidCB, and h' i out veiy 
dilferent nttnictions to its admirers who ad^i.;icc towanln 
it from dilTcrent ix)ints of tJie compass. It i>os*«sm:8 
qualities, thiit Can scarcely fail of winning over to ita 
banners a numerous host of shallow heads and rostle.Hs 
leniiiers, men who witliout looming, — or, ns one of my 
friends has forcibly expressed it, strong IxwliniindedncsR, 
—live as alms-folks on tlie opinions of their contempora- 
ries, and who, — well pleased to exchange the humility of 
reji^rct for the self-complacent, feelings of contempt, — recon- 
cile llicmsclvcs to llie suris-rulo/tcrie of their ignorance, 
Iiy scolling at the useless fox-brush of ixHlantrj-.* ITic 
ntiachmcntof this niimeroua cluss ia owing neither to 
the solidity and dcptli of foundation in this theory, nor 

* He (Charlii tlra-ndm, Duh of Sufoll) Vnawlnn thai learning 
bitli no cDcmj but ienrnner, Jiil unspnl >twn)'ii ibe vant of it in thoita 
intn whn dcriilcd the Lnbil of it in otbcra : like the fui in the bl.ic, 
■bo being viihoul ■ tnil woulil per<iudv dlhcra to eat off thein u > 
Unhen. Rut ho lik«d wfll the phi]o«i>iiher'» diTiaion of mea into 
IhrM limit — Mine who knew good nail irer« willing to t«u;h olheni ; 
IhcM ho mid vera liVa gnds nniong men — olheri who Ihotigh Ihej 
kocT not macb, jtt ten villing lo Irarn ; thise be uid were like 
iBen uDODi; bctwli — »nd aome who knew not good uid jct doit|uiml 
•hch u thoBld l«uh tbea ; tbeu ho ulnmrd w h«uU amonfi men. 
UeyTi atalt WenKUi, p. 33. 
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to the strict coherence of its arguments ; and still less 
to any genuine reverence for humanity in the abstract 
The physiocratic system promises to deduce all things, 
and eveiy tiling relative to law and govcmmcnt, with 
mathematical exactness and certainty, from a few indivi- 
dual and self-evident principles. But who so dull, m 
not to be capable of ap])rehending a simple self-evident 
principle, and of following a short demonstration ? By 
this system * the system ' as its admirers w^re wont to 
call it, even as they named the WTiter who first applied 
it in systematic detail to the whole constitution aud 
administration of civil jiolicy, — l)u Quesnoy — ie dacieur, 
or Hhe teacher;' — by this system the obscr^-ation of 
times, places, relative bearings, history, national customs 
and character, is rendered superfluous ; — all, in short, 
wliich, according to tlie coinnion notion, makes the 
attainment of legislative i>nid cacc a work of dilliculty 
and long-continued effort, even for the acutcst and most 
comprehensive minds. Tlie cautious balancing of com- 
jmrative advantages, the painful calculation of forces aud 
countcrforces, tlie prei^ration of circumstances, the lynx- 
eyed watching for opjiortunities, are all superseded ; and 
by the magic oracles of certain axioms and definitions it 
is revealed how the world with all its concerns should l)c 
mechtinized, and then let go on of itself. All the posi- 
tive institutions and regulations, whi'jh the prudence of 
our ancestors had provided, are declared to be erroneous 
or interested perversions of the natural relations of man ; 
and the whole is delivered over to the faculty, which 
all men possess equally, namely, the common sense or 
universal reason. The science of jiolitics, it is said, is 
but the application of thT^mmon sense;* which every 
man possesses, to a subject in which every man is con- 
cerned. To be a musician, an orator, a painter, a 
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I)oct, an architect, or even to bo a p^ood mechanist, 

; ]ircsupix)scs genius ; to be on excellent artizan or 

,' mcclmnic, requires more than an ayerago degrco of 

; talent ; but to be a legislator requires notliing but com« 

• inon sense. Tlio commonest human intellect therefore 

j siifliccH for a perfect insight into the whole science of 

j civil ix)lit}% and qualifies the {assessor to sit in judgment 

i on tlic constitution and administration of his own > 

: counln', and of all other nations. This must needs be 

n^^rccablc tidings to the great mass of mankind. Tiiere 

\ is no subject, which men in general like better to 

harangue on than ^x)litic8 ; none, the deciding on which 

; iiioru Hatters the sense of self-importance. For as to 

what Johnson calls * idcbeian envy/ • I do not believe 

. that tlie mass of men are justly chargeable with it in 

their i)olitical feelings; not only Inxiausc envy is seldom 

excited except by definite and individual objects, but 

btill more l>ccause it is a painful passion, and not likely 

to co-exist with the high delight and self-complacency 

, with which the harangues on states and statesmen, 

: princes and generals, are made and listened to in ale- • 

house circles or promiscuous public meetings. A certain i 

I)ortion of this is not merely desirable, but necessary in 

A free country. Heaven forbid that the most ignorant 

of my countrymen should bo deprived of a subject so 

well fitted to • • 

impart 
An hoQi^i importanoo to the poor man'i heart I f 

; But a system which not only flatters the pride and 

* I now more than fear that Dr. Johnion was in the right : and 
that I muRt rt;cant m/ opinion with ''Coleridge I th/ wish was £ither 
to that thought, not a clearer insight into the nature of man, not a 
»7Ver djpeneoce of men.*'— Oeliote ^0\)^ \%U. 
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Tanity of men, but which in so plansiblo and intelligiblo 
a manner persuades them, not that this is wrong and 
that ooght to hare been managed otherwise ; or that Mr. 
X. is worth a hundred of Mr. Y. as a minister or Pa^ 
liament man ; but that all is wrong and mistaken, — ^nay, 
almost unjust and wicked, — and that every man is com* 
petent^ and in contempt of all rank and property, on the 
mere title of his personality, possesses the right, and is 
under the most solemn moral obligation, to give a 
helping hand toward overthrowing all ; — this confusion 
of political with religious claims, this transfer of the 
rights of religion disjoined from the austere duties of 
self-denial, with which religious rights exercised in their 
proper sphere cannot fail to bo accompanied; and not 
only disjoined from self-restraint, but united with the 
indulgence of those passions, — self-will, love of power,— 
which it is the principal aim and hardest task of religion 
to correct and restrain; — this, I say, is altogether 
different from the village politics of yore, and may bo 
pronounced alarming and of dangerous tendency by the 
boldest advocates of reform not less consistently, than by 
the most timid eschewers of popular disturbance. 

Still, however, the system hod its golden side for the 
noblest minds : and I should act the part of a coward, 
if I disguised ray con^nctions, that the errors of the 
>l aristocratic party were full as gross, and far less excus- 
able. Instead of contenting themselves with opix>sin^ 
the real blessings of English law to the splendid pro- 
mises of untried theory, too large a pait of those, who 
called themselves anti-Jacobins, did all in their jwwcr to 
suspend those blessings ; and thus furnished new argu- 
ments to the advocates of innovation, when they should 
have been answering the old ones. The most prudent^ 
as well as the most honest, mode of dufcnding iisA «ssa^ 
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T arrnngomcnL? ivould hoTc been, to have cnndiilly 
mitted wlmt, could not with tnith bo denied, imd then 
have shewn timt, though the things complained of 
ire evils, tl icv \vcrp pi-<vssnry erils ; or if they were 
moTahlc, vet that the consequences of the hemic 
cdicincB rcconi mended by the revolutionists would Iw 
r more dreadful than the disease. Now either tho 
LO or the oilier jxiiut, by the double aid of history and y 
sound iiliiliisnpliy. they might havti established vrith a 
rtainty link hlimi <>( dcmon^tr&tion, and with such 
iloum and ilhi.<t rations ns would have taken slrDup; hold 
'the vcrj' IVtlin;;* whifhhad ntlodicd to the democratic 
'»tem all the i;oi>d nnd roluablo men of the )xtrty. But 
iMcad of this they jirecloded tho possibility of being 
Alencd to even by the gentlest and most ingenuous 
jiong the friends of the French revolution, by denying 
r ntteniiiling lo palliate facta, which were cf|unlly 
olorious .ind unju)iti liable, and by supplying tlie hick of 
niLu by an ovirtlow of gall. Wiile they lamented with 
M^-iu oulcrios tlic injunxi monnreh and the exiled noble, 
iiy (lis]ila\k.il tlie most dis-jusiing insensibility to tho 
rivatious, hulTerinfr*, nnd manifold oppressions of the V" 
ri'at mass of llic continental ]ioptilution, nnd n blindness 
r tallousness still more olfeiisivo to the crimes and 
niitU.T!il)lu Dtwniinntions of tlieir oppressors.* Kot 
Illy was tho Bnstilc justified, but the Spauisli Inqnisi< 
i'ln itself i — nud this in n pamphlet passionately cxtollt.-d 
ad iudustrioasiy circulated by tlie adliereuts of the 
lien ministry, Tims, and by their infatuated panegyrics 

* I da not Dran the nT(^cien^ l>nt the ol<l nohlltly of both Qer- 
Mj uul Pr.o«. The eilni>»«aD«r f:iLv! ind fl.itrriiu; fklure, 
bich Burke pi'e of Ibc Knncb onbilir; ind hiennrti;. bug hIwiji 
ppurtd to UK III* gmlBt dcfL-cl of iiia, ui w aimj mpecu, ionliutlile 
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OD the former stale of France, thej played into the h^nk 
of their warst and most dangerous antagonists. In con- 
foimding the conditions of the English and the Frcocb 
pcaiantiTy and in quoting the authorities of Milton, 
Sidney, and their immortal compeers, as api^licablc to 
the present times and the existing goremment, the 
demagognes appeared to talk only the same language a> 
the anti-Jaoohins thcmselrcs employed. For if the 
vilest calumnies of obsolete bigots were applied against 
these great men by the one party, with equal plausibility 
might their authorities be adduced, and their argumcnt.< 
for increasing the power of the people be re-applied to 
the existing government, by the other. If the mort 
disgusting forms of despotism were spoken of by the one 
in the same rcsixK^tful language as the executive power 
of our own coimtr}% what wonder if the irritated j>artizans 
of the other were able to imjiose on the iKipnlace the con- 
verse of the pr(»|>ositiopy and to confound the executive 
branch of the Endi^fi sovereignty with the despotisms of 
less happy lan^J^r? The first duty of a wise advocate is tci 
convince his opi^ncnts, that he understands their arj^i- 
mcnts and sympathizes with their just feelings. Iki 
instead of this, these prctcndeil constitutionalists recurred 
to the language of insult, and to measures of persecu- 
tion. In order to opiK)se Jacobinism they imitated it 
in its worst features ; in jxjrsonnl slander, in illegal 
violence, and even in the thirst for blood. They justified 
the corrujitions of the state in the same spirit of sophistr}*, 
by the same vague arguments of gcncml reason, and the 
same disregard of ancient ordinances and established 
opinions, with which the state itself had been attacked 
by the Jacobins. Tlic wages of statc-dcpcndcnco were 
represented as no less sacred than the property won by 
industry or derived from a loua V\Xi!(^ ^1 ^sw^jiii^j^^it^. 



It was, indeed, evident to thiokini; men, llmt Itoth 

{h-irtics were ptajiii;; the suiug f^aiuc with dilTervnt 

C'Untors. If the Jacobins mn nild with the right* of ^ '' 

iiinn, nn<] tlio abstnict Mvcrtii^ty of the people, thar [ 

antagonists flew off as cxtravapintly from Uhi sober good ( 

t R'niieoroiirfoTcbthcrs,Diidii]o]izcda3incroiuiftl)KtnictiaD - 

' ill the n;;htB of nvcreipin. Xor was Uiim nmilncd to 

sDverci^s. Th^ dvfciidcd the e.xcmptioi i and pri\iloges ' 

iif nil privileged orders on the )>rcsnin]ii im of their in- 

' nlivnable right to them, however incx])c ent ihcy mi^t 

liuvc l)ccu found, as uiiiviTEuily imd abst tctly as if thoM 

]>rivilc;^ hod bcca decreed by tJie S nnanc Wiidom, ' 

, insload of being the oiTspiiii;* of diancc or vinicnec, or 

llic inventions of humn n iTui knco. — Thus, while they 

I docincd themselves ilefL^ndinff, they were in reality blaek- 

, ciiin^ ami ik'snulins the iiniiijiiriuus and useful ]»rivilef:e3 

of i>ii: Euplisli nobility, whieli rust on imliler ami MX'iirer 

;.T'iumls, Tims to>i, tlic nci-essity of fonii-cnsjitions for 

(li'rliiuiiod jirincos was atlinned us fmniliarly, as if kiii;;- 

iliiiiis liiiil been jnivntc estates: and no mure dis!i]iji]ii- 

li-itiiin was expressed attiie transferof tiveor ten millions 

iifnicn from one proprietor to mioilier, tiian of as many 

H'oro liwid of entile. This most dcj,Tnding and sn[>er- 

.inmiaied siiixirstition, or rnilier this pliost of n defiinei 

alisurdiiy raised np by the nceromancy of a violent re- 

. aution, — sneh as the exircmc of one uvbtem is mre to 

, oceaiiinn in the ndlierents of its op])ositc, — was more than 

, fifiee allowi'd to refrnlato our measures in the conduct of 

a War on which the inlcsrity of the British empire and 

the progressive civilixntion of all mankind depended. I 

coti Id mention possessions of paramount and indisi>ens!ilile 

iniliortancc to first-rnlc national interestfi, the nominal 

sovereign of which had delivered up all his sea-ports and 

strongholds to the French, and maintained a Frencli 
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anny in his dominions, and had therefore, by the law of 
nations, made his territories French dependencies — which 
possessions were not to be touched, though the natural 
inhabitants were eager to place themselves under our 
permanent protection — and why ? — They were the pro- 
perty of the king of Naples I All the grandeur and 
majesty of the law of nations, which taught our anceston 
to distinguisli between a £uroi)can sovereign and the 
miserable dcsiK>ts of oriental barbarism, and to consider 
the former as the rcprcscntatire of the nation which he 
goYcmed, and as inextricably connected with its fortunes 
as sovereign, were merged in the basest personality. 
Instead of the interests of mighty nations, it seemed as if 
a mere law-suit were carrying on between John Doc and 
Kichard Hoc ! The ha])pinc8S of millions was light in 
the balance, weighed against a theatric comjiassion for 
one individual and his family, who, — I siKUik from facts 
that I myself know — if they feared the French more, 
hated us worse. Though the restoration of good senhc 
commenced during the intcn'al of the jxiacc at Amiens 
yet it was not till the Spanish insurrection that English. 
men of all parties recurred, in ioio^ to the old English 
principles, and siwke of their IlamiKlens, Sidneys, and 
Miltons, with the old enthusiasm. Diu-ing the last war, 
an acquaintance of mine — least of all men a iwlilical 
zealot — had named u vessel which he had just built — TIic 
Liberty ; and was seriously admonished by his nri»t*>- 
cratic friends to change it for some other name. "Wliat ? 
replied tlie owner very innocently — should I call it Tlic 
Freedom ? That (it was rcjilicd) would Ikj far lietter, a» 
people might then think only of freedom of tnule ; wlicrca* 
Liberty had a Jacobinical sound with it I Alas ! (and thiii 
is an observation of Denham and of Burke) in tK<lX^^ii4^^ 
no medium between an agae-&\i \m!^ ^ ^\a.^ As^"^^"^ 
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I have said that to withstand the arguments of the 
lawless, the anti-Jacobins proposed to suspend the law, 
and by the interposition of a particular statute to eclipse 
the blessed li^ht of the universal sun, that spies and 
informers might tyrannize and escape in the ominous 
darkness. Oh ! if these mistaken men, intoxicated vnih 
ahirm and bewildered by that panic of property, which 
they themselves were the chief agents in exciting, had 
ever lived in a country where there was indeed a general 
dis|X)sition to change and rebellion! Had they ever 
travelled through Sicily, or through France at tlie first 
coming on of the revolution, or even alas ! Uirough too 
many of the provinces of a sister-island, tliey could not 
I)ut have shnink from their own declarations concerning 
the state of feeling and opinion at tliat time predominant 
throughout Great Britain. There was a time— Heaven 
grant that that time may have passed by ! — when by 
crossing a narrow strait they might have learned the 
true symptoms of approaching danger, and have secured 
themselves from mistaking the meetings and idle rant of 
{^uch sedition as shrank appalled from the sight of a con- 
stable, for the dire murmuring and strange consternation 
which precedes the storm or earthquake of national 
discord. Not only in coffee-houses and public theatres, 
but even at the tables of the wealthy, they would have 
heard the advocates of existing government defend their 
cause in the language and with the tone of men, who are 
conscious that they are in a minority. But in England, 
when the alarm was at the highest, there was not a city, 
no, not a town in which a man suspected of holding de- 
mocratic principles could move abroad without receiving 
some unpleasant proof of the hatred in which his supposed 
opinions were held by the great majority of the jx^ople : 

and the only instances of popular excess and indignation 
vou 1. a 
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wcro on the side of the ^OYcmmcnt and the established 
church. But wliy need I apjxjal to these invidious facte? 
Turn over the paji^s of history, and seek for a single 
instance of a revolution having been effected without the 
concurrence of eitlier tlie nobles, or the ecclesiastics, or 
the monied classes, in any coimtry in which the influences 
of property had ever been predominant, and where the 
interests of the proprietors were interlinked ! Examine 
the revolution of the Belgic provinces under Philip II.; 
the civil wars of France in the preceding generation, the 
history of the American revolution, or the yet more recent 
events in Sweden and in Spain ; and it will be scarcely 
possible not to perceive, that in England, from 1791 to 
the jxiace of Amiens, there were neither tendencies to 
confederacy nor actual confederacies, against which the 
existing laws had not provided both sufficient safeguards 
and an ample punishment. But alas ! the panic of pro- 
jxjrty had been struck in the first instance for party 
purjwses; and when it became general, its propagators 
caught it themselves, and ended in believing their ovfH 
lie ;— even as the bulls in Borodale are said sometimes to 
run mad with the echo of their own bellowing. The 
consequences were most injurious. Our attention was 
concentred on a monster which could not sun'ive the 
convulsions in which it had been brought forth,-»— even 
the enlightened Burke himself too often talking and rea- 
soning as if a ixjqxitual and organized anarchy had been 
a possible thing I Thus while we were warring against 
French doctrines, we took little heed whether the means 
by which we attempted to overthrow them, were not 
likely to aid and augment the far more formidable evil of 
French ambition. Like children wo ran away from the 
yelping of a cur and took shelter at the heels of a vicious 
war-horse. 
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The conduct of tho aristocratic party was equally 
unwise in private life and to individoals, especially to tho 
young and inexperienced, who were surely to bo forgiTen , 
for liavinii: had their imagination dazzled, and their en* / 
thnsinsm kindled, by a novelty so specious, that even an . 
old and tried statesman, Mr. Fox, had pronoimoed it a 
stui^ndous monument of human wisdom and human 
liui)])inc8s. This was indeed a gross delusion, but as* "^ 
surcdly for young men at leasts a vciy venial one. To 
hoix) too boldly of human nature is a &ult which all good 
men have an interest in forgiving. Nor was it less 
removable than venial, if the party had taken tho only 
way by which the error could be, or even ought to have 
been, removed. Having first sympathized with the warm' 
benevolence and the enthusiasm for liberty, which had 
oonsccrated it, they should have then she>Mi the young 
enthusiasts that liberty was not the only blessing of 
society ; that, though desirable, even for its o\\7i sake, it 
yet derived its main value as the means of calling forth 
and securing other advantages and excellencies, the 
activities of industry, the security of life and projxjrtyi 
the iieaccful energies of genius and manifold talent, the 
development of the moral virtues, and the independence 
and dignity of the nation in its relations to foreign 
ix)wcrs : and that neither these nor liberty itself could 
subsist in a country so various in its soils, so long inha- 
bited and so fiilly peopled as Great Britain, without 
difference of ranks, and without laws which recognized 
and protected tho privileges of each. But instead of 
thus winning them back from the snare, they too often 
drove them into it by angry contumelies, which being in 
contradiction with each other could only excite contempt 
for those that uttered them. To prove the folly of the 
opinions, they were represented as the crude fancies of 

a 8 



244 



THS FRIEND. 



unfledged wits and school-boy statesmen ; but when ab- 
horrenco was to be expressed, the self-same unfledged 
school-boys were invested with all the attributes of 
brooding conspiracy and hoary-headed treason. Nay, a 
sentence of absolute reprobation was passed on them ; 
and the speculative error of Jacobmism was equalized to 
the mysterious sin in Scripture, which in some inex- 
plicable manner excludes not only mercy but even repent- 
ance. It became the watch-word of the party, once a 
Jacobin always a Jacobin. And wherefore?* I will 
suppose this question asked by an individual, who in his 
youth or earliest manhood had been enamoured of a 
system, which for him had combined at once the austere 
beauty of science with all the light and colours of ima- 
gination, and with all the warmth of ^idc religious 
charity, and who, overlooking its ideal essence, had 
dreamed of actually building a government on personal 
and natural rights alone. — ^And wherefore ? Is Jacobinism 
an absurdity, and have we no understanding by which to 
detect it ? Is it productive of all misery and all horrors, 
and have we no natural humanity to make us turn away 
with indignation and loathing from it ? Uproar and 
confusion, insecurity of person and of property, the 
tyranny of mobs or the domination of a soldiery ; private 
houses changed to brothels, the ceremony of marriage but 
an initiation to harlotiy, and marriage itself degraded to 
mere concubinage— these, the wiser advocates of aristo- 
cracy have said, and truly said, are the efTccts of Jaco- 
binism! In private life, an insuficrablo licentiousness. 



* The posftaf^ wbich followi wwi firnt pultHshed in the Morning Poxt, 
in the year 1800, and contained, if I rointake not, the first philoso- 
phical appropriation of a precise import to the word Jacobin^ aa d>a^ic«^« 
from republican, democrat, and dMna^jE^^^OA, \1>^<^ iac>^^^ v^\^»s^ 
Oet.21|lS02. aC] 



iind abroad an intolcniblo despotism. Once a JacoLin, 
nlHii\-s tt jBoobin— wherefore ? Is it bcuinse the creed 
vliidi wo have stated h dazzling at firat sight to the 
yoQDg, tho innocent* tho disinterested, and lo those, who 
judging of men in general from their own uncoirnpted 
heart*, jndgo crronoously, and capeet unwisely ? Is it, 
l«cause it deceives the mind in its purest and most flexible 
period? Is it, bccansc it is an error, tliat every day's 
eijxirience tiida to delect? An error against which all 
history is ftill of warning examples ? Or is it bccanse 
the cxttcriment has been tried before our cfca and the 
error made palpable ? 

From what souico are wo to dcriTo this strange phteno' 
tHtiion, that tho young and the enthusiastic, who, as our 
daily experience informs us, arc deeeived in their religious 
onl iijalhies, and grow wiMcr ; in their friend.- hiijs, and 
grow wiser ; in their modes of pleasure, and grow wiser j 
should, if once deceived in a question of abstract jxililies, 
cling to tho error for ever and ever ? And this too, 
although in addition to tho natural gron-th of judgment 
and information witli increase of years, they live in the 
ago in which tho teuota have been acicd ujwnj and 
though the consequences have been such, that every good 
man's heart sickens, and bis head turns giddy at the 
retrospect. 
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Trntli I punned, an fancy ikeiched the way, 
And wiser men than I went wone aatniy. 

I WAS never myself, at any jieriod of my life, a convert 
to the Jacobinical system.* From my earliest manhood, 
it was an axiom in ]X)litics with me, that in eveiy country 
where pi-oiKjrty prevailed, proi^rty must be the grand 
basis of the government : and that that government was 
I the best, in which the power or political influence of the 
individual was in proi)ortion to his proix^rty, provided 
that the free circulation of property was not im|Xided by 
any i)ositive laws or customs, nor the tendency of wealth 
to accumulate in abiding masses unduly encouraged. 
I perceived, that if the pcoi)le at large were neither 
ignorant nor immoral, there could be no motive for a 
sudden and violent change of government ; and if they 
were, there could be no hoi^e but of a change for the 
worse. Tlie temple of de8i)otism, like that of the 
Mexican God, would be rebuilt with human skulls, and 
more firmly, though in a different style of architecture.t 
Thanks to the excellent education which I had received, 
my reason was too clear not to draw this circle of power 
round me, and my spirit too honest to attempt to break 
through it. My feelings, however, and imagination did 

* See Eitay zii. of this yolnme.— Ed, 
t To the beti of my iceoUectioa, tKcM i(«i^Ux« ^^«»^«i%^^sA^^^ 
the year 1791. 
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not remain unkindlcd in this general conflagration ; and 
I coufesH I should bo more inclined to be ashamed than 
proad of myself, if they had. I was a sharer in the 
general vortex, though my little world described the path 
of its revolution in an orbit of its own. What I dared 
not exj)ect from constitutions of government and whole 
nations, I hoped from religion and a small company of 
chosen individuals. I formed a plan, as harmless as it . 
was extravagant, of trying the exjxiriment of human 
perfectibility on the banks of the Susquehanna ; where 
oar little society, in its second generation, was to have 
combined the innocence of the patriarchal ago with the 
knowledge and genuine refinements of European culture ; 
and where 1 dreamed that in the sol>er evening of my 
life, I should l>chold the cottages of independence in the 
undivided dale of industrj', — 

And odf iioothcd sadly hy some dirjceful wind. 
Muse on the sore ills I bad left behind I 

Strange fancies, and as vain as stmnge ! yet to the 
intense interest and imiiassioned zeal, which called forth 
and strained every faculty of my intellect for the organi- ") 
zation and defence of this scheme, 1 owe much of what- ^ 
ever I at present ]X)ssess, my clearest insight into the 
nature of individual man, and my most comprehensive / 
views of his social relations, of the true uses of trade and 
commerce, and how far the wealth and relative power of 
nations promote or impede their welfare and inherent 
strength. Nor were they less serviceable in securing 
myself, and perhaps some others, from the pitfalls of 
sedition : and when wo at length alighted on the firm 
ground of common sense frt>m the gradually exhausted 
balloon of youtlifril enthusiasm, though the air-built 
castles, which wo had been pursuing, had vanished with 
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all ^heir pageantiy of shifting forms and glowing colours, 
we were yet free from the stains and impurities which 
might have remained upon us, had we been travelling 
with the crowd of less imaginative malcontents, through 
the dark lanes and foul by-roads of ordinary fanaticism. 

But oh ! there were thousands as young and as 
innocent as myself who, not like me, sheltered in the 
tranquil nook or inland cove of a particular fancy, were 
driven along with the general current! Many there 
were, young men of loftiest minds, yea, the prime stuff 
out of which manly wisdom and practical greatness arc to 
be formed, who had appropriated their hopes and the 
ardour of their souls to mankind at large, to the wide 
expanse of national interests, which then seemed ferment- 
ing in the French republic as in the main outlet and 
chief crater of the revolutionary torrents; and who 
confidently believed, that these torrents, like the lavas 
of Vesuvius, were to subside into a soil of inexhaustible 
fertility on the circumjacent lands, the old divisions and 
mouldering edifices of which they had covered or swept 
away— enthusiasts of kindliest tem])crament, who to use 
the words of the poet, having already borrowed the 
meaning and the metaphor, had approached 

the shield 
Of hamftn nature from the golden side, 
And would hare fought even to the death to attest 
The qaalitj of the metal which thej saw. 

My honoured friend Mr. Wordsworth has permitted me 
to give a value and relief to the present essay, by a 
quotation from one of his unpublished ix)ems, the length 
of which I regret only from its forbidding me to trespass 
on his kindness by making it yet longer. I trust there 
are many of my readers of the same age with myself, 
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ho Trill throw thcnuclTcs back into the stat« of thought 
nd feeling in "h'ch they iverc ivlicn Fmnce was reported 
a hftve BolcraniEcd her lii-st sncrificc of error wid pro- 
ailico on the bloodlcsa alt.ir of freedom, by aa oiith of 
cace ud good-will to all maakind. 



Oh I pIcAKtat •ICrclM or hops and joj I 
Por niight; wcra th* Auiilian, vb^ch then itaoi. 
0|irin out "ide, w« »bo were rtrong in love, 
BIba v.is il in (hat dawn to lie alitc, 
Itul lo be ;onng wu very hcnvin ;.~0h I time^ 
Id wbich tb« nMgre tialf furl<iil>)ins wifi 
Ofcuhlom, law, ud ■lutatc. took it iiiM» 
Tlie allnctioD oT n coDntrjr in nim«sM ; 
When reuon Moa'd the moat to usert ba li^ 
TVben niott intent en iDoVing of bgnelf 
A ]irinw tochanter to lui-iil Ihe work, 
Which tlun »" going fomard in hiT nnme. 
Kot brour'd s|>ali atone, l>ut l),e vlmle eartli 
ThcW.ialy woreof i-rDinlBi— il,.ii wl.ifL fh-Is 
(To tiilit »n imaje w" ' ' 
/niODg llie l>o«erH o 
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They mho hnd fed llicii 
Thcl'l»yfello''>'"ff'^' 
All[win;rsof'"ifi'" 
Their mi nirtcris «•<■" ■ 
Among tlie ginn.lc-l ' 



Bad talch'd .ill ecnllc motin.u, nr,,! (,, il„,,o 
Had fitlrd their own tliooeht^ Mliemcru more mill 

And in the rfgion oftbfir pe.ififul tcUen ; 

^ow ■« it that both foun.l, the mwk and loftj 
Did both Hod heliKiB [f, thi-ir hearl'» deKirc 
And atoff at tend, l>'a»tic ns thejr rmilj wish- 
Were CTll'd upon to iiereisc- llidr bkill 
Kol in Uwi'ift. ■nl'WrrinMU-. fiel-K 
Or lome »ecrel«l I'laiid. ll>-"en knows whore. 
But iu the rery world, wbieh m the world 
Ofallof'X.I'B plat* where in the end 
yi, find oar happin*". or not at all. 
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The pcaco of AmicDs deserved the name of peace, for 
it gave US Dinmimity at home, and roconcilcd Englishmen 
with each other. Yet it would bo as wild a fancy as on; 
of which I liarc treated, to ciqwct that the riolencc of 
party spirit is never more to return. Sooner or later the 
same ainiics or their equivalents, will call forth the some 
op]N)Gition of opinion, and bring the same passions into 
play. Ample would be mj recompense, could I foresee 
tliat ihis prcBCDt esxay would be the means of preventing 
discord and unhappinesa in a Kingto iiunily ; if its wordr 
of warning, aided by its tones of sjt'mitfilhy, should ann ■ 
single mnn of genius ngninst the fascinations of his own 
ideal world, a single ithilanthropist against the cnthaBiasm 
of his onu heart. \ot less would bo my satisfnetion, 
dared I flatter myself that my lucubrations would not 
be altogether without effect on tlioso who deem them- 
selves men of judgment, faithful to the light of pmcticc, 
and not to Iw led astmy by the wnndcring (ires of theory ; 
—if I should aid in nmking these aware, thnt in recoiling 
witii too incautious an abhorrence from the bugbears of 
innovation, they mny sink all at once into the slough of 
slavifihncss and comijition. Let such iwrNons recollect 
tliat the charms of lioixj and noveltj- furnish some pallia- 
tion for the idolatry to which they seduce the mind; 
but that the apotheosis of similar abuses and of the errors 
of sclliBhncBs is the vilest of suiwrstitions. Let them re- 
collect, too, that nothing can be more incongruous than 
to combine the pusillanimity, which despairs of human 
improvement, with the arrogance, supercilious contempt, 
and boisterous anger, which have no pretcnHions to 
pardon, except as the overflowings of ardent anticipation 
and enthusiastic faith. And finally, and above all, let it 
be remembered by both parties, and indeed b'j (^cict3<3^^- 
eialista on all subjects, that «xcc^ v^wk^i.^a'^c^ «sn«^ "^^ 



[■ iioasts n multitude of advocntoB, has its c'^ldcn as well as 

[ i[s dark side; timl tben it: always tioinc tntlh connected 

C vith it, the cxcliisiro attention to wliich has misled tJie 

r understanding, Bomo moral beauty which iias pivcn it 

!; I'liamis for the heart. Let it Iw rcmenibcnxl tliat no 

; iLssnilnnt of an error can reasonably hope to be listened 

' (0 by its advocates, who lias not ]>rovcd tn tlicm that lio 

lias seen the «Iisitut<!d siilijcct in the same point of view, 

nnd is ca|ialitc of contemplating it with the same feelings 

ns tlitnisclves ; for why should we abandon a cjinso ot 

the persnnsions of one who is ignorant of the reasons 

wiiich liare attached us to it ? Letit bo n:mcnibcnxl,tbat 

to write, however ably, merely to convince those who are 

already coni-inccd, displays but the conrajrc of a boaster { 

anil in any subject to rail against the evil licforc wo hare 

; inquired for tiie good, and to exasperate the passions of 

those who think with us, by caricaturing the opinions 

and blackening tho motives of our antagonists, is to 

make the undcrstiinding tlie pandur of tiic im.ssions ; and 

even though we should have dofcmlcd tlie right cause, to 

[.•ain for ourselves ultimately from tlic good and the wise 

no other praise than tJio Bupreme Judpo awarded to tho 

friends of Job for their ]iartial and mitrharitable defence 

of his justice ; My icrnlh is kiniUcd nijnmst yon, for yo 

ham not spoktn ofitie the thing tluit is right." 

• JobiUi. 7,-zy. 






ESSAY VII. 

ON THB YULGAB ERRORS RESPECTING TAXES AND 

TAXATION. 

Ow9p yitp o/ rks fyx^Aftf BiifH&fMroi w4iro¥$at' 
'Oray fikv ^ Aifunn martbrriif kofifidifovtrt^ M4v 

Alpovai' Koi a^ Ao^iiklrtis, ffr rl^r ir^Au' rapdrrpt,* 

It is with yoa ai with thoie thai are banting for eels. While the 
jMnd ii dear and lettled, they take nothing ; but if they stir np the 
mad high and low, then they bring ap the fish : — and yoa succeed onl/ 
as far as joa can set the state in tamnlt and confasion. 

In a passage in tlio last essay, I referred to the second 
part of the " Rights of ilan," in wliich Paine assures his 
readers that tlieir jwverty is tlie consequence of taxation : 
that taxes are rendered necessary only by wars aiid state 
corruption ; that war and corruption arc entirely owing 
to monarchy and aristocracy ; that by a revolution and a 
brotherly alliance with the French rejmblic, our land and 
8ca forces, our revenue officers, and three-fourths of our 
pensioners, placemen, and other functionaries, would be 
rendered superfluous ; and that a small part of the ex- 
penses thus saved, would suffice for the maintenance of 
the poor, the infirm, and the aged, throughout the king- 
dom*' Would to God that this infamous mode of mis- 
leading and flattering the lower classes were confined to 
the writings of Thomas Paine ! But how often do wc 
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\'\ hear, even tmm the mouths of onr parliomcntarf advo- 
cates for jtopolaritf, tlic taxes stated as K> much money 
Ktnnlly lost to the people ; and a nation in debt rcpn- 
\'< gcnted as the eamt 1x)th in kind and conscquonccs, as on 
'' individual tndeBmui on the brink of lutnkruiitcj I It is 
I Fcanxily jxweiblc, tlmt these men should be tlicmselvcs 
I deceived ; that they should be so ignorant of history as \ 
[ n<-t to know that the freest nations, b ig at the «imo I 
: time commercial, h&ve been at all times le most heavily i 
\ taxed : or bo void of common scnw: aj not to ece that | 
there U no analogy in the case of a t Iceman and his 
creditors, to a nation inilebted to itse!!. Snrely, a mnch 
Fairer instance would Ik; that of a husband and wifo 
plaj-ing cards at the Bamc tabic against each other, 
where what the one loses the other gains. Taxes may be 
indeed, and often arc, injurious to a country : at no lime, 
however, from their amount merely, but from the time or 
injudicious mode in which they arc raised, A (pfat 
statcsuian, lately deceased, in one of his anti-ministerial 
harnnji^ies apainst some i>roix>scd impost, said, — 'the 
nation has Iwcn already bled in everj- vein, and is faint 
with loss of blood.* Tliis blood, however, was ciix;ulaling 
in the mean time through the whole body of the state, 
and what was received Into one chanil>er of the heart 
w.is instantly sent out again at the other portal. Had 
he wanted a metaphor to convey the [Wssibls injuries of 
taxation, lie might have found one less opiwsitc to the 
fiict, in tiic known disease of aneurism, or relaxation of 
the coats of particular vessels, by a disproportionate accQ- 
niuhiiian of blood in them, which sometimes occurs when 
tiie drculation has been suddenly and violently changed, 
and causes helplessness, or even mortal stagnation, though 
the total quantity of blood remains the same in the 
system at large. 
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But a fuller and fairer symbol of taxation, both in its 
possible good and evil effects, is to be found in the 
evaporation of waters fix)m the surface of the planet. T)ie 
sun may draw up the moisture from the river, the morafss 
and the ocean, to be given back in genial sho^\er8 to the 
garden, the pasture, and the com-ficld ; but it may lik^ 
wise force away the moisture from the fields of tillage, to 
drop it on the stagnant pool, the saturated swamp, or the 
unprofitable sand-waste. The gardens in the south of 
Europe supply, jierhaps, a not less apt illustration of a 
system of finance judiciously conducted, where the tanks 
or reservoirs would represent the capital of a nation, and 
the hundred rills hourly varjnng their channels and 
directions under the gardcnei^s spade, give a pleasing 
image of the dispersion of that cai)ital through the whole 
population, by tlie joint effect of taxation and trade. 
For taxation itself is a part of commerce, and the govern- 
ment may be fairly considered as a great manufacturing 
house, carrjing on in diflcrent j)laces, by means of its 
partners and overseers, the trades of the ship-builder, the 
clothier, the iron-founder, and the like. 

There are so many real evils, so many just causes of 
complaint in the constitution and administration of go- 
vernments, our o>vn not excepted, that it becomes the 
im|x;rious duty of every well->visher of his country, to 
prevent, as much as in him lies, the feelings and efforts 
of his comjwtriots from losing themselves on a \\Tong 
scent. Wliethcr a system of taxation is injurious or 
beneficial on the whole, is to be known, not by the amount 
of the sum taken from each individual, but by that which 
remains behind. A war will doubtless cause a stagnation 
of certain branches of trade, and severe temporary distress 
in Uie places where those branches are carried on ; but 
are not the same effects produced in time of peace bj 



{irohibitoiy nlicta nnd commercial rcgnlotions of foreign 
jwtntrf), or liy now rivnls with mjicrior odrontaf^ in 
other (MuntriuH, or in different lurU of the Bomo ? BriBtol 
hns dontitlcsR, been injnrcd by tlio nt}nd prwiierity of 
Livcqxiol nnd its superior sjiirit of cntcqiriBO ; ond Uie 
vast mncliincs of LiincaEhiro hare OTcrwlidincd and ren- 
dered 1ioih:1cks the domestic industiyoftlio females in the 
oittaiiesandHmnll fium-housesofWcstmoreland nnd Cum- 
berland. But if peace has its stngnationa as well as war, 
ducH not war crento or rc-cnlivcn nimicrous branches of 
industry as well as pence ? Is it not n fact, that not only 
our oun niilitaiy and naval forccx, but even a ^mrt of 
those of our enemy arc armed nnd clothed by British 
mannfucturerB ? It cannot be doubted, tliat tho wliolc of 
our inimcnse military' force is l<ettcr and more cxponBivcly 
dotlicd, and both these and our bailors better fed than 
the snnic jiemiuswonld be in tlieir individual capacities: 
nnd this forms one of the real exiicnscs of war. Not, 
I eay, that so much more money is raised, but that so 
much more of tlic mcuns of comfortable existence too 
: ctmsiimcd, than would otherwise have been. But docs 
not tills, like all otlier luxury, act as a stimulus on the 
[iroducin;; classes, and thin in the most u>«ful maimer, 
nnd on the most imjwrtnnt branches of production, on 
tlie tiller, on the gmricr, the clothier and the miilja- of 
arms? Had it been otlicrwisc, is it jiossible that tlic 
receipts from tlic property tax should have increased, 
instead of decreased, notrntJistanding; all tlic rage of our 
enemy ? 

Surely, never from the bcginninf; of the world was 
KUch a tribute of admiration jwid by one power to an- 
other, 08 Buonaparte within the last few years has paid 
; to the British empire. With all the natural and artificial 
. powers of almost tlie whole %f contincutAl Europe, wiUi 
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all the fences and obstacles of all public and private 
morality broken down before him, with a mighty empire 
of fifty millions of men, nearly two-thirds of whom speak 
the same language, and are as it were Aised together by 
the intenscst nationality ; with this mighty and swarming 
empire, organized in all its parts for war, and forming one 
huge camp, and himself combining in his own person the 
two-fold power of monarch and commander-in-chief ^- 
with all these advantages, with all these stupendous in- 
struments and inexhaustible resources of offence, this 
mighty being finds himself imprisoned by the enemy 
whom he most hates, and would fain despise, insulted by 
every wave that breaks upon his shores, and condemned 
to behold his vast flotillas as worthless and idle as the 
sea-weed that rots around their keels I* After years of 
haughty menace and expensive preparations for the in- 
vasion of an island, the trees and buildings of which arc 
visible from the roofs of his naval store-houses, he is at 
length compelled to make open confession, that he 
possesses one mean only of ruining Great Britain. And 
what is it ? Tlie ruin of his own enslaved subjects. To 
undermuie the resources of one enemy, he reduces the 
continent of Europe to tlie ^\Tetchcd state in which it 
was before the wide diffusions of trade and commerce, 
deprives its inhabitants of comforts and advantages to 
which they and their fathers had been for more tlian a 
century habituated, and thus destroys, as far as his power 
extends, a principal source of civilization, the origin of a 
middle class throughout Christendom, and with it tlie 
true balance of society, the parent of international law, 
the foster-nurse of general humanity, and, to sum up all 
in one, the main principle of attraction and repulsion, by 
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which the nations wcro rapidly, thoa<:i;h insensibly, draw- 
ing together into one system, and by which alone they 
could combine the manifold blessings of distinct cha- 
racter and national independence, with the nccdftil sti- 
mulation and general inflncnccs of intercommunity, and 
l)c virtually united, withont being crushed togetlicr by 
conquest, in order to waste away under the Uibes and 
slow putrefaction of a universal monarchy. Tliis boasted 
]vncificntor of the world, this earthly Providence,* as his 
Roman Catholic bishoi)s blasphemously call him, iirofcsses 
to entertain no hope of purchasing the destruction of 
(Sreat Britain at a less price than tliat of tiic barbarism 
ofall Euro|)e. By the ordinary war of government against 
government, fleets against fleets, and armies against 
nnuicK, lie could ciTect nothing. His fleets might as well 
have been built at his own exi)en8e in our dockyards, as 
trilmtc offerings to the masters of the ocean : whilst his 
nnny of England lay encamped on his coasts like wolves 
having the moon ! 

Delightful to humane and contemplative minds was \ 
the idea of countless individual eflbrts working together / 
hy a common instinct and to a common object, under 
the protection of an un\vritten code of religion, philo- 
sopliy, and common interest, which made peace anc 
hrotherliood co-exist ^^ith the most active hostility. Not 
in the untamed plains of Tartary, but in the very bosom 



* It hnn Xnxn well remarked, that there in nomeihinj; far mora 
fhock'.n;; III nuonapartc*B prcteniioni to the fcmcious attrihuten of ih« 
SujiTcine Ruler, than in hiM luoRt remoncleAs cruelties. There w a sort 
, of wild gnindeur, not unzratifying to the iina;;inatioa, in the anstwer 
: of Timur Khan to one who remoostratcd witl^ him on the inhumanity 
of bit devastations : ear me kouiintm pufas, ti von pMiut iram Iki in 
terrii affentetn 06 pemieian hnrnani gtnerit f Why do you deem me a 
nan, and not rather the incanute wrath of Qod acting on the earth 
for the ruin of mankind I 
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of civilization, and himself indebted to its fostering care 
for his own education, and for all the means of hix 
clcTation and power, did this genuine offspring of the 
old serpent warm himself into the fiend-like resolve of 
waging war against mankind and the quiet growth of 
the world's improvement — in an emphatic sense the 
enemy of the human race. By these means only he 
deems Great Britain assailable, — a strong presumption, 
that our prosperity is built on the common interest of 
mankind ; — this he acknowledges to be his only hop&» 
and in this hope ho has been utterly baffled. 

To what then do we owe our strength and our imma* 
nity ? To the sovereignty of law, — the incorruptness of 
its administration, — our national cliurch, — our religions 
sects, — the purity, or at least the decorum, of private 
morals, and the independence, activity, and weighty of 
public opinion ? — These and similar advantages are 
doubtless the materials of the fortress, but what has been 
the cement ? AVhat has bound them together ? "Wliat 
has rendered Great Britain, from the Orkneys to the 
rocks of Seilly, indeed and with more than metaphorical 
propriety, a body politic, — our roads, rivers, and canjil* 
being so truly the veins, arteries, and nerves of the state, 
that every pulse in tlie metropolis produces a corre- 
spondent pulsation in the remotest village on its extreme 
shores ? Wliat made the stopjinge of the national bank 
the conversation of a day without causing one irregular 
throb, or the stagnation of the commercial current, in 
the minutest vessel ? I answer without hesitation, that 
the cause and mother principle of this unexampled con- 
fidence, of this system of credit, which is as mnch 
stronger than mere positive possessions, as the soul of 
jnan is than his body, or as the force of a mi^lit^ ^^^^ 
in finee motion, than the ]git^<»KQkt^ cil *^j^ ^K^accv^fc ^^jscn 
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poncnt parts in a Rtatc of rest — ^the main cansc 
Hay, has been onr natio "»^ '\^}''^- What its injoriona | \^ j 

cflecta on the literature, the morals, and religious 
ciplcs of tills country, have been, I shall hereafter devclope 
with the same boldness. But as to our |)olitical strength 
and circumstantial prosperity, it is the national debt 
which has wedded in indissoluble union all the interests 
of the state, tlie landed with the commercial, and the 
man of independent fortune iiith the stirring tradesman 
and reposing annuitant. It is tlic national debt, which, 
by the rapid nominal rise in the value of things, has 
made it imix>ssiblo for any considerable number of men 
to retain their own former comforts without joining in 
the common industry, and adding to the stock of national 
produce ; which thus first necessitates a general activity, 
and then by the immediate and ample credit, which is 
never wanting to him, who has any object on which his 
activity can employ itself, gives each man the means not 
only of j)re8crving but of increasing and multiplying all 
his former enjoyments, and all the symbols of the rank 
in which ho was bom. It is this which has planted the 
naked hills and inclosed the bleak wastes in the low* 
lands of Scotland not less tlian in the wealthier districts 
of South Britain : it is this, which, leaving all the other 
causes of ^Kitriotism and national fervour undiminished 
and uninjured, has added to our public duties the same 
feeling of necessity, the same sense of immediate self- 
interest, which in other countries actuates the members 
of a single family in their conduct toward each other. 

Somewhat more than a year ago, I happened to be on 
a visit with a friend, in a small market town * in the 
t^outh-west of England, when one of the company turned 

* Kethtr 8Uiwe7.— £<{. 
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the conversation to tho weight of taxes and the conRC- 
qucnt hardness of the times. I answered, that if the 
taxes were a real weight, and that in proportion to their 
amount, we must have been ruined loiig ago : for Mr. 
Hume, who had proceeded, as on a self-evident axiom, on 
the hyix)thesis, that the debt of a nation was the same as 
the debt of an individual, had declared our ruin arith* 
metically demonstrable, if tho national debt increased 
beyond a certain sum. Since liis time it has more than 
quintupled that sum, and yet — ^True, answered my friend, 
but tho principle might be right, though he might have 
been mistaken in the time. But still, I rejoined, if the 
principle were right, the nearer we came to that given 
point, and the greater and the more active tlie pernicious 
cause l)ecame, the more manifest would its effects be. 
We might not be absolutely ruined, but our embarrass- 
ments would increase in some proix)i1/ion to their cause. 
AVliereas, instead of being ix)orer and poorer, we arc 
richer and richer. Will any miin in his senses contend, 
that the actual labour and produce of the countr}' has 
not only Ikjcu decupled witliin half a centurj', but 
increased so prodigiously beyond that decuple as to make 
six hundred millions a less weight to us than fifty mil- 
lions were in the days of our grandfathers ? But if it 
really be so, to what can we attribute this stui)cndous 
progression of national imi)rovcmcnt, but to that system 
of credit and paper currency, of which the national debt 
is botli the reservoir and the water-works ? A constant 
cause should have constant elFccts ; but if you deem that 
this is some anomaly, some strange exception to the 
general rule, explain its mode of operation, make it 
comprehensible, how a cause acting on a whole nation 
can produce a regular and rapid iuct^^i^c^^ q\ ^^ws^kc^^'^'' 
A certain pointy and tlica aW vkVi WkRfe ^^g^^j^ ^\si.^s^^^ 
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of I'ght into a dssmon of dcstraction ! Tliat an indi- 
ridual honso may livo more and more loxorioiuly npcm 
borrowed funds, and that when tbo suspicions of the 
creditors arc awakened, and their patience exhausted, the 
luxurious spendthrift may all at once exchange his 
palace for a prison — this I can understand perfectly : for 
I understand, whence the luxuries could bo produced for 
tlie consumption of the individual house, and who tho 
creditors might be, and that it might bo i both their 
inclination and their interests to demand the debt^ and 
to punish the insolvent debtor. But who arc a nation's 1 
creditors? Tho answer is, every man to every man. \ 
AMiose possible interest could it be either to demand the 
principal, or to refuse his share tow^ard the means of 
pajing the inteixist ? Not tho merchant's ; — for he 
would but provoke a crash of bankiiiptcy, in which his 
own house would as necessarily be included, as a single 
card in a house of cards. Not the landholder's ; — for in 
ihc general destruction of all credit, how could he obtain 
])aynicnt for the produce of his estates ? Not to mention 
the improbability that he would remain the undisturbed 
]X)sRcssor in so direful a concussion — not to mention that 
on him must fall the whole weight of the public neces- 
sities—not to mention, that from the merchant's credit 
depends the ever-increasing value of his land and the 
readiest means of improving it. Neither could it be the 
labourer's interest ; — for he must be either thrown out of 
employ, and lie like the fish in the bed of a river from 
which the water has been diverted, or have the value of 
his labour reduced to nothing by the inniption of eager 
competitors. But least of all could it be the wish of the 
lovers of liberty which must needs perish or be sus- 
pended, either by the horrors of anarchy, or by the 
absolute power, with which the government must be 
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invested, in order to prevent them. In short, with the 
exception of men desperate from ^ilt or debt, or mad 
with the blackest ambition, there is no class or descrip- 
tion of men who can have the least interest in producing 
or }>ermitting a bankru])tcy. 

If then, neither experience has acquainted ns with 
any national imix)veriKhment or embarrassment from the 
increase of national debt, nor theory renders such efforts 
com])rchensiblc ; — for the predictions of Hume went on 
the false assumption, that a [Mirt only of the nation was 
interested in the preservation of the public credit ^— on 
what authority are we to ground our a])prehension8 ? 
Does history record a single nation, in which relatively 
to taxation there were no privileged or exempted classes, 
in whicli there were no compulsory prices of labour, 
and in which the interests of all the different classes ond 
all the different districts, weni mutually dei>ondcut ond 
vitally co-organized, as in Great Britain, — has history, I 
say, recorded a single instance of such a nation being 
ruined or dissolved by the weight of taxation ? In 
France there was no public credit, no communion of 
interests : its unprincipled government and the pro- 
ductive and taxable classes were as two individuals with 
8e|xinite interests. Its bankruptcy and the consequences 
of it are sufficiently comprehensible. Yet the cahiersj or 
the instructions and complaints sent to the National 
Assembly, from the towns and provinces of France, an 
immense mass of documents indeed, but without axami- 
nation and patient perusal of which, no man is entitled 
to write a history of the French revolution, — these 
proved, beyond contradiction, that the amount of the 
taxes was one only, and that a subordinate cause of the 
revolutionaiy movement. Indeed, if the amount oC 
the taxes could be disjoined ftotci \Xi^ \si<^^ ^\ t^^s^s^ 
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Dicin, it mi<:Iit be foirly denied to have Uxn a cause at 
all. Holland was taxed as hcavilj and as o'jually at 
ourselves ; but was it by tAxutiou tiiat Holland waa 
reduced to its present miserica ? 

Tlie iuo<lc in which t4txes ars suppo&cd to iict on tliv- 
iiinrkctiiblenesH of OUT niniinfucturcs in forci^i marts, I 
sliiill examine on sotuo futuro occasion, wbcn 1 Hliall 
endeavour to c.'^iilain in a more eatibTuetoo' wuy than ha& 
licen liitlieilo done, to my npprelicntiion nt least, the real 
mode iu »hidi t^aca net, und how and why and to what 
extent they afTcet the woullh, and what in of wore con- 
.ser|ueiicc, the well-being of a Datioa. But in Jic present 
exi;;fney, when the safety of the nation deiwndR, on the 
one liand, on the sense wliieh the i)L-oi)le at largis have 
of the ciini|ianitiTc cicelleucics of tlio laws and govcm- 
iiieiil, and on tlie finiiiiess nnd wisdom of tlic le^'isliitora 
niid enli^litencd dn>ses in delecting;, exixisin^', nnd 
ix'iiiiivinf,' iis many jiurlieulnr abuses and eomi]iliii[is on 
llie other, riglit views on this subject of taxation are of 
sudi es]>ei-inl im]>ortaM(.-c ; and 1 have besides in my 
iiinioKt unlure sueli a loathing; of fiietioux falsehoods and 
mi>i)-sycoiiti;iney, tlial is, tho fliiLtering of tlio mulliludc 
liy infMnuin-; aijainst their betters ; — lliat I cuniuit but 
revert lo (liat [wint of tlie subject from which I bepm, 
iiiimely, tliat tho weight of tcxes is to be calculated not 
'y what is paid, but by what is left. 'What mattcre it to 
a man, that he i>ays six times more taxes than his 
tiiilicrdid, if, notwilhs landing, lie with the same [torlion 
of exertion enjoys twice the comforts which his futticr 
tlid ? Xow tliis I aflirra to Iw tho case in gcnorul, 
liirou;;hout England, ncwrding to all tiie tucU which I 
luive collected during an examination of years, wiicr- 
cver I have tmveJlcd, nnd wherever I have been resi- 
dent. I do not Biicak of Ireland, or the Lowhmds of 
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Scotland : and if I may trust to what I myself saw and 
heard there, I must even except the Highlands. In the 
conversation which I have spoken of as taking place in 
the south-west of England, by the assistance of one or 
other of the company, we went through every family in 
the town and neighbourhood, and my assertion was 
found completely accurate, though the place had no one 
advantage over others, and many disadvantages, — that 
heavy one in particular, the non-residence and frequent 
change of its rectors, — the living being always given to 
one of the canons of Windsor, and resigned on the 
acceptance of better preferment. It was even asserted, 
and not only asserted but proved, by my friend,* who 
has from his earliest youth devoted a strong original 
understanding, and a heart warm and benevolent even to 
enthusiasm, to the service of the poor and the labouring 
class, that every sober lalx)urcr, in that part of England 
at least, who should not marry till thirty, might, with- 
out any hardship or extreme self-denial, commence house- 
keeping at that age, with from a hundred to a hundred 
and twenty pounds belonging to him. I have no doubt, 
that on seeing this essay, my friend will communicate to 
me the proof in detail. But the price of labour in the 
south-west of England is full one-third less than in the 
greater number, if not all, of the northern counties. 
What then is wanting ? Not the repeal of taxes ; but 
the increased activity both of the gentry and clergy of 
the land, in securing the instruction of the lower classes. 
A system of education is wanting, such a system as that 
discovered, and to the blessings of tliousands realized, by 
Dr. Bell, which I never am, or can be, weary of praising* 
while my heart retains any spark of regard for human 

* ThomM Poole.— £(f. 
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i natarc, or of reverence for human virtue ; — a system, by 
; whii:li in tlic very act of receiving kDuwled^ the Iteat 
I virtues nnd most oscfnl qualities of the momi ehfttsctcT 
nre nwakencd, developed, and formed into habits. Were 
ilierc a Bishop of Durliom — no matter whether a 
lciiii>oral or a spiritual lord — in every county or haJf 
coHuly, and a clci^jman enlightened with the viewi^ 
iind nninintcd ivitli the spirit, of Dr. licll, in evci^' parish, 
nc mi};ht bid defiance to the present veight of Uavs, 
and boldly challcnga the whole world to show a pcosantty 
ai well fed and elotlicd &s the English, or vith equal 
chances of improving their situation, and of securing an 
(lid age of repose and comfort to a life of cheerfhl 
industrj'. 

I will add one other anecdote, as it demonstrates in- 
wntrovcrtibly the error of the ^-ulgnr opini'in, that Inxes 
make things really dLar, taking in the whole of a man's 
o^licndittirc. A friend of mine, who has passed some 
ycara in America, Wii.i questioned by iin American tmdcs- 
luan, in one of their cities of tlie second class, concerning 
ilic names and nun-il>er of our taxes and rates. The 
aiiMvcr seemed iwrfeetly to astound liim : and ht 
cM'laimeil, " How is it [)0s.«ildc that men can live in such 
a countrj-? In tills land of liberty we never see the 
face of a tas-pathercr, nor hear of a duty c.\cciit in our 
na-jiorts." Sly friend, who was jwrfcet ma.ster of Uie 
'liioxtion, made semldanec of tuminfj; o(f the conrersatlon 
i<) another subject : and then, wiihout any apparent 
rifofenco to the former topic, asked the American, for 
'iliat KQm he thought a man could live in such and snch 
•'' '^iyle, with so many scrvimts, in a house of sueli dimcn- 
Motis imd such a situiuion (still keeping in his mind the 
^""intlon of a thriving and rcspectablD shopkeeper and 
liouseholder in dilfcrcnt parts of England,) lir^t sup- 
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))osing him to reside in ^Philadelphia or New York, and 
then in some town of secondary importance. Having 
received a detailed answer to these questions, he pro- 
ceeded to convince the American, tliat notwithstanding 
all our taxes, a man might live in the same style, bat 
with incomparably greater comforts, on the same income 
in London as in New York, and on a considerably less 
income in Exeter or Bristol, than in any American 
provincial town of the same relative imix)rtance. It 
would be insulting my readers to discuss on how mnch 
less a person may vegetate or brutalize in the back 
settlements of the republic, than he could live as a man, 
as a rational and social being, in an English village ; and 
it would be wasting time to inform him, that where men 
are comparatively few, and unoccupied land is in inex- 
haustible abimdance, the labourer and common mechanic 
must needs receive — not only nominally, but really- 
higher wages than in a populous and fully occupied 
country. But that the American labourer is therefore 
ha{)))ier, or even in possession of more comforts and 
conveniences of life than a sober or industrious English 
labourer or mechanic, remains to be proved. In con- 
ducting the comparison we must not however exclude 
the oi^ration of moral causes, when these causes are not 
accidental, but arise out of the nature of the countr}* 
and the constitution of the government and society. 
This being the case, take away from the American's 
wages all the taxes which his insolence, sloth, and attach- 
ment to spirituous liquors inii)oso on him, and judge of 
the remainder by his house, his household furniture, and 
utensils — and if I have 'not been grievously deceived by 
those whoso veracity ^d' good sense I have found 
unquestionable in all other respects, the cottage of on 
honest English husbandman^ in i\i^ ^x^fSs^ ^\ *«s^ ^ 



liglitcncd nnd liberal farmer, who is paid for his labour 
j ai tlie price UKual ia Yorkshire or Northumberland, 
nould in the mind of a man in tho mmo rank of life, 
who liiid £ecn a trno uecount of iVmcrica, make no 
huprcssions favourable to cmigmtion. This howcvor, 
I confess, is a balaaoc of morals rather than of circum- 
stant-cs; it proves, however, that whfrp f.nv-:i | ^h t and 
^ixxl morals eiist, the taxes do not stand in the way vf 
flii industrious man's comforts. 
Dr. rricc almost succeeded in iwrenading the English 
I iiuiiim, — for it is a curious fact, thai the fuicy of oar 
(•niaiaitous xituntion is a sort of ucccssaiy sau^ witluiut 
j uliidi our real pro»i>crity woold become insipid to na, — 
I Dr. i'ricc, I say, almnicd the countrj- with pretended 
I linx>f« tlint tlie island was in a rapid stnlo of dci)opu- 
liLijiiii ;_tliat En^'land at the Bcvolulion hiul Wen, 
Hwivui knows how much more ]Mipulous; miil thiit in 
yiKvu EliKnbcth'fi time or about, llio lioromiation, tlie 
nuiiiiicr of inhabitants in lingland, mi^rht have been 
^TwikT than even at tlic Ilcvolutiou, Sly old matiio- 
ui:iti«'iil lunstcr, a matt of ati uncommonly clear head, 
ah>ivercd tiiis blundering '"ook of the worthy doctor's, 
(iii>l left not a stone unturned of the jominus ccnoUtph 
in Hliich the cfli?y of tlio still living and bustling 
l^ii^'lish jirosperity lay intciTol. And yet so nitich 
iii'ire suitable was the doi'tor's book to the ptirjioscs of 
I'.iftiim, and to tite Xovjiuber nmod of what is wiIUkI the 
I'iiblie, tliat Mr. Wales's jMitniihlcl, though a master' 
i'iweof iierspitacity as well as [lerspieiiity, was sean-cly 
ln-'itril of. Tliiit tendency topolilieal nifthttuarcs in onr 
vTUinrjmen rctuinda mo of a Buiierebitinn, or ratiter 
iiL^nous disease, not uncommon in the Highlands of 
■■votlaitd, in which men, though broad awake, imagine 
tky sec themselves lying dead at a small distance fhna 
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them. The act of Parliament for ascertaining the 
population of the empire has laid for ever this imcavy 
ghost : and now, forsooth, we are on the brink of min 
from the excess of population, and he wlio would prevent 
tlie poor from rotting away in disease, misery, nnd 
wickedness, is an enemy to his country. A lately 
deceased miser, of immense wealth, is reported to have 
been so delighted with this splendid discovery, as to 
have offered a handsome annuity to the author, in ])an 
of pa}Tnent for this new and welcome piece of heart- 
armour. This, however, wo may deduce from the fact of 
our increased population, that if clothing and food had 
actually become dearer in proportion to the means of 
procuring them, it would bo as absurd to ascribe this 
effect to increased taxation, as to attribute the scantiness 
of fare, at a public ordinary, to the landlord's bill, when 
twice the usual number of guests had sat down to the 
same numl)er of dishes. But the fact is notoriously 
otherwise, and every man has the means of discovcrinjr it 
in his own house and in that of his neighbours, providctl 
that he makes the proper allowances for the disturbinii: 
forces of individual vice and imprudence. If this be the 
case, I put it to the consciences of our litcrar)' dema- 
gogues, whether a lie, for the puqwscs of creating public 
disunion and dejection, is not as much a lie, as one for 
the puqx>se of exciting discord among individuals. 1 
entreat my readers to recollect, that the present question 
docs not concern the effects of taxation on the public 
independence and on the supposed balance of the three 
constitutional {X)wers, from which said balance, as well 
as from the balance of trade, I own, I have never been 
able to elicit one ray of common sense. Tliat the 
nature of our constitution has been greatly modified 
by the funding systenii I do not deny ; — whetk^ 



i for {?)od or for evil on Ujo whole, will form part of 

I my ossay ou the Brilisli conxtitution as it actaaUjr 

j exists. 

Tlicm arc many and great public evils, all of which an 
(0 Iw lamontL-d, fiomfl of wliich may, and ought to, be 

' removed, uimI noiici of which can consistently with wiHloin 
or lioncsty l>c ktpt concealed from the irablic. Aa far as 
these originate in (hlso iirinciplea, or in Uic conlcmjit or 
ne^lcc-t of right ones, and ag eucIi belonging to the i>lftii 
of The Friend, I siiall not licsltAtc to make known mj 
opinions concerning them, with tlio same fearless sim- 
plicity will) which I liBvc endeavoured to cxpne the 
errors of discontent and the arlificcB of fnclinn. But for 
the very reason that tlicrc are great evils, the more does 
it Vliovc us not to open out on a false tfcnt. 

I will conclude tliiK essay willi the c^ami^ation of an 
ailicle in a provincial- ]>ui>i;r of a recent date, wljii'li id 
fiinv Ivin" hefore mc ■ the accidental perusal of wliich 
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nillinm Iwing nj^nt in otii sjipcJitioo, sDiJ tnllli'.iii U'lng bj-hI id 
AoUiei, ihit ■ cominnliie uiiil|^iGc4DC0 ii uttAcliol to an iuuucDH 
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smn of mooey, by calling it only a few millions. PerhapR some of Mr 
iietiden may hate their judgment a little improred by making a fev 
caleulatioos, like those below, on the millionv which it has been e$U- 
mated will be loHt to the nation by the Ute expedition to Holland ; and 
then, perhaiM, they will be led to reflect on the many millions which 
are annaally expended in ezpeditiona, which bars almost invariablj 
ended in alwolute loss. 

*' In the first place, with less money than it cost the nation to take 
Walcheren, &c, with the Tiew of taking or destroying the French 
fleet at Antwerp, consisting of nine sail of the line, we could hare 
completely built and equipped, ready for sea, a fleet of upwards of eoe 
hundred sail of the line. 

'*0r, secondly, a new town could be built in every county of 
England, and each town consist of upwards of 1000 substantial housa 
for a less sum. 

'* Or, thirdly, it would have been enough to gire 100/. to 2000 poor 
families in every county in England and Wales, 
r * "Or, fourthly, it would be more than suflicient to give a bamlsone 

marriage portion to 200,000 young women, who probably, if thoy had 
even less than 50L, would not long remain unsolicited to enter the 
happy state. 

'*0r, fifUily, a much less sum would enable the legishture to 

establish a life boat in every port in the United Kingdom, and provide 

for ten or twelve men to be kept in constant attendance on each ; acd 

I 100,000/. could be funded, the interest of which to be applied is 

premiums to those who should prove to be particularly active in saving 
lives from wrecks, &c., and to provide for the widows and chiklren 
of those men who may accidentally lose their lives in the cause of 
humanity. 

"This interesting appropriation of ten millions sterling, may lead 
our readers to think of the great good that can be done by only a few 
millions." 

The exposure of this calculation will require but a fctr 
sentences. Tiiese ten millions were expended, I presume, 
in arms, artillery, ammunition, clothing, provision, and 
the like, for about one hundred and twenty thousand 
British subject : and I presume that all these consumables 
were produced by, and purchased from, other British 
subjects. Now during the building of these new towns 
for a thousand inhabitants each in every county, or the 
distribution of the hundred pound bank notes to the two 
thousand poor families, were the induj^T\ss^&^dc£c^\^^^^ 






clolliiors. I'lifircoiil-bnnicrs, gnn[ioirdcr-mnkei%gTinMnith», 
ciiilors Ciiiiiioii'foutKlcni, tailoni, and sliocniakcre, to be 
I left iincni]ili>jii] and starving: — ot oar brave Boldicre 
nnd iinilors to Imvc remained without food and raiment? 
An'I wlioro is t)io proor, that these ten millions, which, 
ol»en'c, till iviniiin in the kin^lom, do sot circulate u 
Isneficiiiiiy in (he one wny as they wonM in the other? 
Wliidi is liiiiir? To give money to the idle, bonen lo 
ilinsettliii il<i iici a>k for thctn, and towns to conntico 
wliich have jilrciiily iierhnpn too many, or to itlTord ojijior- 
tiniiiy to iliu iiuliistrious to cam their bread, and lo tltc 
rmcqmsin^' to better their circnniEtanoGR, and pnhapB 
In finind new fiiinilics of independent proprietops? — The 
only niivlc. not absolutely abt^iinl, of considering ihc Bub- 
jcit, woitlii lie, not by the calculation of the money cx- 
inndiil, bui of llic lalioiirof which tlic money is a siiul^I, 
liiii llien ilic riticstioii wonld lie removed aUotrcthcr from 
lla' ex]>cdilion: for assuredly, neillicr llic armies were 
nii-^il, unr tlic fleets built or manned for llie Nike of eon- 
fjiH'rin? the Isle of 'Walclioren, nor would a sinplc R'gi- 
iinnl jiavf bi'cn disbaudcd, nor a Kinglo siivip iiaid oil', 
tlioiiKh tliL' Me of ■\Valebercn liad never exi>lca. The 
"liiile disidilc, tbcrcfon?, resolves itself into IJiis one 
iluc>tion : wbctlier our soldiers nnd Kiiiors would nni be 
Ullcr eniplnral in making' canals for instance, or cull i- 
viitinj; w;i>ii' liimls, than in fi^liling or leaniing to fight j 
imii ibc tniilcsman, in makin;; (rrey coats instead of rtil 
IT blue — and ploughshares instead of arms. — M'ben I 
ri'ficct on Ilic state of China and tbo moral character of 
tlic Chinfse, I dare not pisitiveiy aliimi that it would be 
k-lier. When tlio fifteen millions, which form onr present 
[■"ijialation, t.hi,ll have attained lo the somcgenend purity 
''! morals and shall be ca[iablc of being governed by the 
-'aiiic adniii-able diseipline, as the society of ihe Friends, 
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I doubt not that we should bo all Qaakers in this as in 
the other points of their moral doctrine. But were Um 
transfer of employment desirable, is it practicable at 
present — is it in our power ? These men know, that it 
is not. "WThat then does all their reasoning amount to ? 
Nonsense. 



ESSAY VI 11. 

I \:\re not intontinnally ritlior liitMcn or di^jjuistd ll>c truOi, like 
:in .'I'lvdoat^ ajsiiaiuid of bin cliriit, or a Iirilicd acconiptniit vho falKifiiii 
* *. thf i^Qotiont to make the Iniiknipt^H Ivd^cni iqaAn: with the eivditor's 
fi inventory. My conscicnoe forluds the ut>e of falwhood and the aria of 
omccnlui'ut : and were it othcn»-isc, yet 1 am persuaded, that a Ryitem 
«iiich )i;is jiniduced and ]>rotectcd k> fjvni pro»i^rity, cannot Htand in 
ni-i-«l of them. If therefore honesty and the knowledge of the whole 
truth lie the thin^ you aim at, you will find my principlci suited to 
your endri : and am I like not the democratic forms, so am I not fond of 
any others al»oTe the rent. That a succession of wise and godly men 
may Ite soouri'd to the nation in the highest power, is that to which I 
hive direct*^ your attention in thin es&iiy, which if you will read, 
fxTha]i8 you may Hce the error of those principles which hare led yoa 
int4) errors of practice. I MTote it purjtoKely for the use of the multi* 
tuile of well-meaning people, that are tempted in these times to usurp 
nntitority and meddle with ;^>vcmment lieforo they have any call from 
duty or tolerable nnderstinding of ita princi])les. I never intended it 
for leiuncd men Tersod in itolitioa ; hut for such as will he )iractitioneTS 
l>cfore they have lieen students. — Daxtsk's Uoly Commimwealtkf or 
PolUiciU Apkorismg. 

TiiFi metaphysical, or as I have proposed to call them, 
mcta})olitical reasonings hitherto discussed, belong to 
^vemmcnt in the abstract. But there is a second class 
of reasoncrs who argue for a change in our goTcmmcnt 
from former usage, and from statutes still in force, or 
which hare been repealed, — so these writers affirm — either 
through a comipt influence, or to ward off temporary 
hazard or inconvenience. This class, which is rendered 
illustrious by the names of many intelligent and virtuous 
patriots, are advocates for reform in the literal sense of 
the word. They wish to bring back the gOTcmmcnt of 
Great Britain to a ccrtaMi feTn^^\iiOEi \)ws^ ^iS&ra^\\.\ft 
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have once possessed ; and wonld melt the bullion anew 
in order to recast it in the original mould. 

The answer to all arguments of this nature is obvious, 
and to my understanding appears decisive. These re- 
formers assume the character of legislators or of advisers 
of the legislature, not that of law judges or of appellants 
to courts of law. Sundry statutes concerning the rights 
of electors, we will suppose, — still exist ; so likewise do 
sundry statutes on other subjects, — on witchcraft, for 
instance* — ^which change of circumstances have rendered 
obsolete, or increased information shewn to be absuri 
It is evident, therefore, that the expediency of the regu- 
lations prescribed by them, and their suitableness to the 
existing circumstances of the kingdom, must first be 
proved ; and on this proof must be rested all rational 
claims for the enforcement of the statutes that have not, 
no less than for the re-enacting of those that have, been 
repealed. If the authority of the men who first enacted 
the laws in question, is to weigh with us, it must be on 
the presumption that they were wise men. But the 
wisdom of legislation consists in the adaptation of la^rs 
to circumstances. If then it can be proved, that the 
circumstances, under which those laws were enacted, no 
longer exist ; and thot other circumstances altogether 
different, and in some instances opposite, have taken 
their place ; we have the best grounds for supposing, 
that if the men were now alive, they would not pass the 
same statutes. In other words, the spirit of the statut^i 
interpreted by the intention of the legislator would 
annul the letter of it. It is not indeed impossible, that 
by a rare felicity of accident the same law may apply to 



* B«pea]ed now ; bat many other eqaalVl ^Xwc^kXa \fi^x \»«Ba^^ 



two sets of circomstanccs. But butcIv the presump- 
tion is that rcj^ilotions well adapted for the mannera, 
tlir wjciul distinctions, and the et^itc of imjicttv, of 
opinion, nnd of cxt«mal rt'lations of England in tlio 
rgi;m of Alfnxl, or ercn in thnt of Edward I^ will not be 
well suitf-fl to (Jreat Britain at the close of the reign of 
(Icor^c III, For instance : at the time when the greater 
|iart of tlic cottagen and inferior fnnncre were in a fclate 
of villcna^'c, when Smscx alone contained seven thousand, 
mid the Isle of 'Wight twelve Inindred, families of bonds- 
nioii, ii was the law of the land that cvciy Avcman 
slioiiid vote in the assembly of the nation ]wi«onalIy or 
liy his representative. An act of Purl iiim cut in the year 
IfiiiO confirmed what a concurrence of causca had pre- 
viiHisly etVccted :— Kivcrj- Enfrlishman is now Ixtni free, 
ibo laws of the land are the hirtb-rifiht of even' native, 
and with the exception of a few lionorniy ]>rivile;;cs all 
il:L-isos obey the wmic laws." Now, ar;,nics one of our 
l"iliiii'al writer!;, it bciny made tlic constitution of tlie\ 
lanil by our .Saxon anccslon, that even" freeman should 1 
have a viite. and nil l:n;:Hshnicn bcin^ now bom fre-e, ) 
tlicrefore, by the constitution of the land, CTcrj' English/ 
ra.in has nfiw a ri^ht ti* a vote, llow shall we rejiiy to 
thU without breach of that rcsjxKt, to which the reasoner 
ill least, if not the rcasonin*:, is entitled ? If it bo llio 
•Icfitiition of a pim, tliai it is the conl'usiun of two dif- 



* Tlic refcrvncB is to tiio rilwlitioo of tin miliury ttoorw al llie 

">i* dcsiroj.ij HI one Uo* Ij Ihs KiaiuW 12 Cir. II. t 2*, "h'lcb 
injcu ili:it * * * all »ru of tenure*, held tt llm king er otlivnt, 
1^' lumed into (rrt nnd ccDimon ineai;!! ; wre only i. nurc» in fmnk- 
.ilj.iOLim. kc. A «l.iiula, which "m a (;roali-r mcquiiitinn to lie ciril 
I^IHTty of tliii liingilom tLaa cvgu muyail taria itiull'." ItLcLik, 
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fcrcnt meanings under tho same or some 8imilar sound, 
wc mip^ht almost characterize this argument as bcin^ 
grounded on a grave pun. Our ancestors established the 
right of voting in a particular class of men, forming at 
that time the middle rank of society, and known to \n 
all of them, or almost all, legal proprietors — and thc8< 
were then called the freemen of England : therefore the] 
establislied it in the lowest classes of society, in thos( 
who possess no property, because these two are no^ 
called by the same name ! Under a similar pretext 
grounded on tho same precious logic, a Mameluke Bcj 
extorted a largo contribution iVom the Egyi)tian Jews ; 
" Tlieso books, the Pentateuch, are authentic ? " " Yes !' 
•* Well, the debt then is acknowledged .• — and now th( 
receipt^ or tho money, or your heads I Tho Jews bor- 
rowed a large treasure from the Eg}T)tians ; but you arc 
the Jews, and on you, therefore, I call for the repay- 
ment.** Besides, if a law is to bo interpreted by the 
known intention of its makers, the Parliament in IGOO, 
which declared all natives of England freemen, but 
neither altered nor meant thereby to alter the limitations 
of the right of election, did to all intents and purposes 
except that right from the common privileges of English- 
men, as Englishmen. 

A moment's reflection may convince us, that evcTj 
single statute is made under the knowledge of all the 
other laws, with which it is meant to co-exist, and bj 
which its action is to be modified and determined. In 
the legislative as in the religious code the text must not 
be taken without the context. Now, I think, we ma; 
safely leave it to the reformers themselves to make choice 
between the civil and political privileges of Englishmcr 
at present, considered as one suia ticAaX^ \sxsl^ *^<^»si. 's^^ 
ancestors in any formet \Hit\oi5L ^l oNa\C\^\fir^>^^*^^^^ 



as anolhcr, on tlio old prinii])!!;, " take one and leave tlto 
otlior i but whichoTcr you take, take it nil or none." Low* 
Fcliloiii l>ocomo obsoletti ns limg as tlicy arc ImiUi nwftil 
unil pmcticablo ; but should there be An cxccptian in nnjr 
jriven law, lliore is no other way of reviling its ralidUj 
bai by convincing the csirtiug legislature of ita nndi- 
iiiinishctl _^:arltr nliiliij niiil ntiiilirni t ; vhich in nil 
cssijniiiil poinwistlie samo as tlio rw mmcndiug of u 
iR'W h.v, Afad tbig leads inc t« the lird cI.ism of the 
adviH-ales of reform, those, namely, w! leaving ancient 
siuiutes to lawyers and historioms and Dnirerml ]>nnd- 
pli's with the demonstrable doduetions tmrn tbcm to the 
fehoiils of li'gic, niatlic-maticB, Uienlofg', and ethioi<'rcst 
nil tiicir measures, wliicli they wiiih to see ndnptcdt 
ivliiilly on their e.x]>cdieney. Consequently, they must 
lio'.il iheiiistlves jirqurcJ to give such jinwif, as the 
iiuiure oi' f'ln.jianilivu cx])cdii?ncy admils, nnil to bring 
riinviU'd such evidence, us exi>cricucc and the logic of 
jmilwiliiliiy can sujijily, that the [ilnns whicli they ri'com- 
mend for adoption, arc , — firsl, [iracticiihlc ; sccimiUy, 
siiiti'd to ihe csisiing circumstances ; and hislly, ucccs- 
sirj' or at Icnst rc(|ui,silo, and such as will enable the 
;;m-cniiticnt to acconijilish more [wrrccLly the ends fi)r 
"hich it was instituted. These are the thi-ec iiu!is]K'n- 
sitlile cdiiditions of all ])nidcnt ciiangc, llic ca'Ueuiials, 
with which wisdom nc'ver I'uils to fiiniish her jmblic 
euvnys. WTioevcr brings fonviird a measure that com- 
bines tliis threefold excellence, whether in the cahinel, 
tiic dcmite, or by means of the press, merits emphatically 
the title of a patriotic statesman. Neither are they 
without a fair claim to rcRix.-ctful attention as statc- 
couusellors, who fully aware of these conditions, and with 
a due sense of the difficulty of fulfilling them, employ 
their time and talents in making the attempt. An 
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imperfect plan is not necessarily a useless plan : and in a 
complex eni^a the greatest ingenuity is not always 
shewn by him who first gives tlie complete solution. 
The dwarf sees farther than the giant, when ho has tho 
giant's shoulders to mount on. 

Thus, as ix^rspicuously as I could, I have exposed tlic 
erroneous ])rinci])ies of political philosophy, aiid pointed 
out the one only ground on which Uie constitution of 
governments can be cither condemned or justified by 
wise men. 
) If I interpret aright the signs of tho times, that branch 

of politics which relates to the necessity and practica- 
bility of infusing now life into our legislature, as tho best 
I means of secu^^iidfg talent and wisdom in the cabinet, will 

i shortly o^pflpy tho public attention with a paramount 

; intercstr I would gladly therefore suggest* the proper 

staterof feeling and the right prcimmtory notions with 
hich this disquisition should be entered xi\X)n : and I 
do not know how I can effect this more naturally, than 
by relating the facts and circumstances which influenced 
my own mind. I can scarcely be accused of egotism as 
in the communications and conversations which I am 
about to mention as having occurred to me during my 
residence abroad, I am no otherwise the hero of the talc, 
than as being the jnissive receiver or auditor. 

To examine any thing wisely, two conditions arc 
requisite : first, a distinct notion of the desirable ends, in 
the complete accomplishment of which would consist the 
perfection of such a thing, or its ideal excellence ; and, 
secondly, a calm and kindly mode of feeling, without 
which wo shall hardly fail either to overlook, or not to 
make due allowances for, the circumstances which pre- 
vent these ends from being all perfectly realized in the 
particular thing which we are to exanvva^. ^^x \!Cw^^»8» 
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wc mnst have a general notion what a man can be and 
onght to be, before we can fitly proceed to detennine on 
the merits or demerits of any one IndiTidoaL For the 
examination of our own goremment^ I prepared my 
mind, tliercfore, by a short catechism, which I shall oom« 
municate in the next essay, and on which the letter and 
anecdotes that follow, will, I flatter myself, be foond an 
amusing, if not an instrQCtire, oommentaiy. 
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IIoeptUMmum paelo felietm ae magnum rtgtm te fore judkant ; 
non ii fjuam jtlurimii ied ti quam optimut imptrtt, Proiiidt partan 
cue jmtat jusiit pntMidiit regnum suum mitntifM, niti idem virit 
entditione jujLta ae vita integritale pracellentibus ditet atque konettet, 
I Aimirum inteUigii hac demum eae vera regni decora, kai veras ope$: 

I kane veram tt nuHU unquam tccculii eeauram ^^ortam.— Eraimi 

Tonchcrio, Bpiac Pariitiea. Bpistola. 

Jodging that he will hara employed the most effectual means of 
• licing a happy and powerful king, not hy governing the mo«t numerous 

[ l«ut the most moral people. lie deems it of small sufficiency to have 

protected the country by fleets and garrison, unless he shall at the 
I same time enrich and illustrate it with men of eminent learning and 

sanctity. For these verily he conceives to be the true ornaments 

and wealth of hit kingdom, — these its only genuine and imperishable 

glories. 

In what do all states agree? A number of men- 
exert — powers — in union. "Wlierein do they differ? 
First, in the quality and quantity of the powers. One 
state possesses chemists, mechanists, mechanics of all 
kinds, men of science ; the arts of war and peace ; and 
its citizens naturally strong and of habitual courage. 
Another state may possess none or a few only of these, or 
the same more imperfectly. Or of two states possessing 
the samo in equal perfection the one is more populous 
than the other, as in the instance of Franco and Switzcr* 
land. Secondly, in the more or lesg perfect union of 
these powers. Compare Mr. Leckie's valuable and au- 
thentic documents respecting the state of Sicily Mrith the 
preceding essay on taxation. Thirdly, in the greater or 
less actlTity of exertion. Think of tli^ ^^a:^ ^s^i^ ^i^s^ 
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ESSAY IX. 281 

its silent metropolis, and then of the county of Ljui^astcr 
and tlie towns of Manchester and LiverpooJ/^VIiat is 
the condition indispcnsablo to the exertion ot powers in 
union by a number of men ? A gOTemment What arc 
the ends of government? They are of two kinds, nega- 
tive and positive. The negative ends of government are 
tlic protection of life, of personal freedom, of property, of 
reputation, and of religion, from foreign and from do* 
mcstic attacks. The positive ends are ; — ^First, to make 
the means of subsistence more easy to each individual : 
—Secondly, that in addition to the necessaries of life ho 
should derive from the union and division of labour a 
share of the comforts and conveniencies which humanize 
and ennoble his nature ; and at Uie same time the power 
of ])crfecting himself in his own branch of industry by 
having those things which he needs provided for him by 
othci's among his fellow-citizens ; the tools and raw or 
luanufacturcd materials necessary for his own emplojment 
l>cing included. I knew a profound mathematician in 
Sicily, M'ho had devoted a full third of his life to the dis- 
ct)ver)' of the longitude, and who had convinced not only 
himself but the principal mathematicians of Messina and 
Palermo that ho had succeeded ; but neither throughout 
Sicily nor Na])les could he find a single artist capable of 
coustmcting the instrument which ho had invented:* — 

* Tlie good old man, who ii poor, old, and Uind, nniTenany 
esteemed for the innoeenoo and aaxterity of hit life not Icn than for his 
learning, and yet nniverBally negloctod, ezoept by perMna almost as 
poor lu himaeli^ strongly remindod ne of a German epigimm on Ksplsr, 
which may bo thus translated : — 

No mortal spirit yet had domb so high 
As Kepler — ^yet his country saw him die 
For very want t the minds alone he fed. 
And so the bodies left him without bread. 

^9 good old man pieicnisd m) nVt^ >3^% '^in^ 'vu ^hVvS^Xa ^m^ 



f . 



\ 



282 THE FRIEXD. 

Tliirdly, the hope of bettering his own condition and that 
of liis children. The civilized man gives np those sti- 
mulants of ho{xs and fear which constitute the chief 
charm of the savage life : and yet his Maker has distin- 
guished him from the brute that {x^rishcs, by making 
ho\yQ an instinct of his nature and an indispensable con- 
dition of his moral and intellectual progression. But a 
natural instinct constitutes a natural right, as far as its 
gratification is compatible with the equal rights of others. 
Hence our ancestors classed those who were bound to the 
soil (adscripiiiii gleba) and incapable by law of altering 
their condition from that of their parents, as bondsmen 
or villeins, however advantageously they might otherwise 
be situated. Reflect on the direful effects of castes in 
Hindostan, and then transfer yourself in fancy to an 
English cottAge, — 

Where o*cr the cradled infant bending 
Hope ha^ fix'd ber wishful gaze^ — 

and the fond mother dreams of her child's future for- 
tunes. — ^TVTio knows but he may come home a rich 
merchant, like such a one, or be a bishop or a judge ? 
The prizes are indeed few and rare, but still they arc 
possible : and the hope is universal, and perhaps occasions 
more happiness than even its fulfilment: — Lastly, the 
development of those faculties which are essential to his 
human nature by the knowledge of his moral and religions 
duties, and the increase of his intellectual powers in as 
great a degree as is compatible with the other ends of 
social union, and does not involve a contradiction. The 



deteribed and demonstrated his inrention : and I should with great 
pleasure transmit it to any matliematician who would feci a&. >aQ&fan6^ 
ia eiamiaing it and eommunicatui^ bii ^v^voiti ^tQi.\Nai&»^N^ 




]»iorc*t Tir'non \Kimeuts mucli and iinportniit knowlwlge, 
nliicli lie woiilil not havo li(i<l, if Luihcr, Calvin, Xcwum. 
:inil ilitir comiMMOT had not ciistwl ; but it is evident 
tliiii tlic iiKans of science nnd liwrnlng conld not cxisl, if 
111) nitn liiul a ri^rht to be made profound niaihcmaticuma.^ 
(4- null of cxtcnsi^-o erudition. Still instmction is one of I 
ilii; ends of ^'oicmmcnt : for it is that only which mBlccs I 
iIr' alinnUoninent of the savage slate an alisolutc daty: I 
:ini) tliiit constitution in the best, under which tliD average i 
-inn uf useful knowledge is tlic greatest, and the causes I 
iliiit nwnkcn nnd encourage talcat and genius, the most I 
i-iiifrfiil and vnrious. — i^ 

Tlicsc (vcrc mj- prc|wimtorT notions. Tlic influences 

midcr which I proceeded to re-cxainiuL' our own coiisli- 

j iiiiiim, were tlie following, which I give, not exactly as 

' iln'v occurred, but in llic order in whicli ilicy will be 

; lUiiMrativc of the dillercnt articles of llic preceding para- 

;Tn])h. That wc arc belter and happier than others is 

iiiiloed no reason for our not becoming still Vieiter ; csiK- 

liilly as witli states, ns well as individuals, not to be 

[■niirri'-iive is (o be retrograde. Yet the coniimrison will 

iihol'iilly lonijier the desire of improvement with love and 

1 svn.sc of gnititudc for what wc iilrendy arc. 

I A LETTER IlECKirKD. AT MALTA, FROJt AS AMKBICAX 
OfKICKll "K lUGEt BANK,* WHO HAS SINCE RECKIVKD 
Tim THANKS ASD KEWARPS OP COSQKE53 FuK HIS 
SIJKVICKS IS TEE JIEDITKUKANKAN. 

Grmd Cairo, Dm. 13, 1304. 

Tjii; Slime reason, which induced me to rcf|ncst 
I'tiers of introduction to his liritannic Majesty's agent." 
wa', suggested the propriety of showing an English ja<.-k 
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at the main top-gallant mast-head, on entering the port 
of Alexandria on the 2Gth ult. Tlie signal was recog- 
nized ; and irr. B was immediately on board. 

We found in port, a Turkish Vice Admiral, with a 
ship of the line, and six fpgates ; a part of wliicb 
squadron is stationed there to ])reserve the tranquillity 
of the country ; with just as much influence as the same 
number of pelicans would have on the same station. 

On entering and passing the streets of Alexandria, I 
could not but notice the very marked satisfaction, which 
every exiiression and every countenance of all dcnomina. 
tions of jieople, Turks and Frenchmen only excepted, 
manifested under an impression that we were the avanf- ■ 
couriers of an English army. They had conceived this 
from obsening the English jack at our main, taking our 
flag ix!rhai)s for that of a saint, and because as is common 
enough eveiywhcre, they were ready to believe what thcv 
wished. It would have been cruel to have undeceived 
them : consequently without ix)sitively assuming it, wc 
passed in the character of Englishmen among the middle 
and lower orders of society, and as their allies among 
those of better information. Wicrever we entered or 
wherever halted, we were surrounded by the wretched 
inhabitants ; and stunned with their benedictions and S 
prayers for blessings on us. "Will the English come? 
Are they coming? God grant the English may come I 
we have no commerce — we have no money — we have no 
broad I Wlicn will the English anive?" My answer 
was uniformly. Patience ! The same tone was heard ^\ n 
Rosetta as among the Alexandrians, indicative of the 
same dispositions ; only it w*as not so loud, because th( ^ 
inhabitants are less miserable, although without anj 
traits of happiness. On the fourth, we left that villap 
for Cairo, and as well for our security as to facilitate ou 




iinx'nrcmcnt of ncoomni mint inns during our voyage, and 
our >iav tlierc, the rcfiiilcnt dinxlcd his eccrctary, CbjA. 

V , 10 ntTompony us, imd to give ns lod^nf^t in 

111* liou-c. AVe itECcmlcil the Nile leisnrcly, and callinK 
ai wviral villiiKCR, we I'lainly perceived that tlic nntional 
iniiialiij', the strong onil open exiJression of which pro- 
claimed so loiiilly tlic fcclinps of the Egj-ptinns of llie 
sea coasl, wns general ihroophout the country- ; and die 
pniyors fur the rctnm of tlie English as earnest an 
univcr«il. 

On the morning of the sixth wc went on shon «t tbo 
villiijc f f Sahour. Tlie villagers expressed an cnthn- 
siastie ;:lailncss at socin;; n.\l and blue iinifomis und 
nmiid hiitR ; — (the Frtn'cli, I beliovo, wear ihrce-comerLil 
i>TicO. Two days hcfdre, five luindrcd AUxmiim di-scrttrs 
fmin llio Viceroy's nnny liad iiillnged and k'fL ihis \-iIl;i^'c ; 
:il vvliii'li llicy had livoil nt free qnartcrs about four wetks. 
— Tlio r^iiiiisliing iiihahilaiits were now disircsswl with 
a]i]irthcnsions from anoilicr <]iinrtcr, A cwmiiimy of wild 
Ar.ili* ivcri; cnciimiK'd in siglit. Tlii'y dreadftl their 
riva;:L's and apiirizcil lis of danger from tlicni. \Vc were 
iii.'iitcL'n ill tlie party, well armed ; and a pretty hrisk 
tire whifh we raided among the nmiicrou-s flotlcs of 
pi-pons and otliiT small fowl in 'he en^-irons, must have 
'li'ii'm^d tiiein from misthiof, if, as is most pn.bnble, 
tlii'v had meditated any against us. Scarcely, however, 
were we on lioartl nnd under weigh, when we saw these 
nmiintcd marauders of the desert fall furiously ii|»on the 
ln'nls of camels, butralws, and cattle of the viilnge, and 
tlrivc many of them off wholly uaaunoycd on the port of 
the unrcsistinf; inhahilants, unless iheir shrieks could iw 
livL'in^d ii!i annoyance. Thcj' afUirwards attacked and 
rcilili",! .it'veral unarmed boats, whieh were a few hours 
.istcru of us. The most insensible must Bnrcly have been 
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moved by the sitaation of the peasants of tliat village. 
"Willie we were listening to their complaints, they kivsc^ 
our hands, and with prostrations to the ground, rcndenii 
more aflfecting by the inflamed state of the eyes almost 
universal amongst them, and which the new traveller 
might venially imagine to have been the immediate 
efibct of wce])ing and anguish, they all implored English 
succour. Their shrieks at the assault of the wild Arab» 
seemed to implore the same still more forcibly, while it 
testified what multiplied reasons they had to implore it 
I confess, I felt an almost insurmountable impulse to 
bring our little party to their relief, and might i)erhn]is 
have done a rash act, had it not been for the calm and 

just observation of Captain V , that "these wcw 

common occurrences, and that any relief which we conlJ 
afford, would not merely be only temporary, but woulJ 
exasperate the plunderers to still more atrocious outrages 
after our departure." 

On the morning of the seventh we landed near a 
village. At our approach the villagers fled : signals of 
friendship brought some of them to us. When they were 
told that we were Englishmen, they flocked around ns 
with demonstrations of joy, offered their services, and 
raised loud ejaculations for our establishment in the 
countrj'. Here wo could not procure a pint of milk fur 
our coffee. The inhabitants had been plundered and 
chased from their habitations by the Albanians and 
desert Arabs, and it was but the preceding day, they had 
returned to their naked cottages. 

Grand Cairo differs from the places already passed, 
only as the presence of the tyrant stamps silence on the 
lips of misery with the seal of terror. Wretchedness 
here assumes the form of m<ddSid\<^\^ \ VssjI^ ^>J55^ss. Vs*. 
irhisperg that are \i&2AX<i!s^ ^ic^^^ 'Oask ^»jsaRk^s^csa^^ 
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tlic Mine wishes. And wherein does lliis itiiscrj- and 
ei>iisciiiiciit spirit of revolution consist ? Xot in tmy fona 
of <;i)vcniincnt but in a formless dcsitotisra, an anaidijr 
indLt'd, — for it amoiuit^ literally to an annihilation of 
cTcrv thing tlint can merit the name of government or 
jii.-tify the nsc of the word even in the Is.xcsl sense. 
K?v|it is nnikr the most fn<;htf»l des|x>ti»ni, jet htu no 
; iii.i>icr. Tlic Turkish soldicrj', restrained 1 y no disci- 

■ I'liiio, seize every thiuf; by violence, not OLily all that 
tlicir ncccs.-iitic3 dictate, but vhatcrcr their cnpricca 
sii;^'st. The Tklomclukca, who dispute witli tHoM the 
ri^'iit of doniinntion, procure themselves sut:«ifiteDCO by 

, niOiius ns lawless though less insujiportably oppressive ; 

■ nnil the wild Arabs availing them^ivcs of tlic oixusion, 
. I'liiiidor the defenceless wherever they find plunder. To 

Iniisli the wlioie, the talons of the Viceroy fix on every 
lliiii;: whicli can he changed into currency, in order to 

: litultlie mciinsof su]>i>ortiiiKan ungovemod, disorganized 
liauditti of foreign tro<>pM, who receive the harvest of his 
n]iicossion, desert and betray him. Of oil this rapine, 
rolilH'ry, and extortion, tlic BTctchcd cultivators tif the 
full are the pcqwtual victims. A spirit of revolution is 
ilic iiiitund consequence. 

Tlie reason the inlinbitants of this countrj- give for 
l>^fi.n-iiig the English to the French, wlictbcr true or 
fiil<c, is lis natural -i.s it is isiinplc, and as influential as 

. natuml. " Tlie English," say lliey, "pay for every 
tliiag, — (lie I'l-cnch pay nothing, and take every thing." 
They do not like tliia kind of deliverers.- 

Well, thought I, after the perusal of tliis letter, the 
'lave trade, which liad not tlien been oboJishud, — is a 
dreadful crime, an English iniquity, and to sanction its 
continuance under full conviction and jmrliamcntary 
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oonfcsfdon of its injnRtice and inhnmanitj, is, if possible, 
still blacker gnilt. Would that oar discontents were for 
a while confined to onr moral wants I Wliateyer maj 
be the defects of onr constitution, we hare at least an 
effective government, and that too composed of men who 
were bom with as and are to die among ns. We are at 
least preserved from the incnrsions of foreign enemies ; 
the intercommunion of interests precludes a civil war, 
and the volunteer spirit of the nation equally with its 
laws, gives to the darkest lanes of our crowded metropolis 
that quiet and security which the remotest villager at 
the cataracts of the Nile prays for in vain, in his mod 
hovel I 

Not jet enalaTed nor wbollj rile, 
AUiion, mj mnther i»le I 
Thj rallieii fiur, as Eden'i liowerv, 
Glitter green with tnnnj fthoweni ; 
Thy ipvMRj npUindft* f^entJe iwtUg 
Echo to the bleat of floekji ;— 
Tboiie gnu«j hilla, thnne (^liti'ring dellf 
Proodlj rarapnrted with rocka, — 
And oeean 'mid \x\n nproar wild 
FiKsiki safety to his i»iland-child, 
Hence for many a fearless act 
Has social quiet lored thy shore ; 
Nor erer proud inTader*s rage 
Or mck*d thy towers or stain'd thy fields with gore.* 

n. ANECDOTE OF BUONAFAKTK 

Buonaparte, during his short stay at Malta, called 
out the Maltese rc^mcnts raided by the Knights, amoonU 
ing to fifteen hundred of the stoutest young men of the [ 
islands. As they were drann up on the jNirade, he 
informed them, in a bombastic harangue, that he liad 
restored them to liberty ; but in proof that his attach- 



* Odt to tlie Deptftiag Tear. rofOnl H^^^i^ >^A.— XA. 
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nicnt to them was not bounded by this benefaction, he 
would now ffixe them an opportunity of adding glory to 
faHHlom — and concluded by asking who of them would 
maa*1i forward to be his fellow-soldiers on the banks of 
tlic Nile, and contribute a flower of Maltese heroism to 
the iinmortal wreaths of fame, witli which he meant to 
cro^n the p}Tamid8 of Eg}'pt ! Not a man stirred : all 
i;:nvc a silent refuKal. They were instantly surrounded 
1»y a regiment of French soldiers, mardied to the ilarino, 
forced on board the transi^rts, and threatened with 
death if any one of them attempted his escape, or should 
1)0 discovered hi any jtart of the islands of Malta or Gosa* 
At Alexandria they were always put in the front, both 
to save the French soldier}*, and to prevent their running 
away : and of the whole number, fifty only survived to 
revisit their native country. From one of these survivors 
I first learned this fact-, which was afbem^'ards confirmed 
to me by several of bis remaining conirades, as well as 
i)y the most resi>ectablc inhabitants of Valette, 

This anecdote recalled to my mind an accidental oon- 
vcrsiuion with an old countninan in a central district of 
ricnnuny. I puqwsely omit names because the day of 
roirihution has come and gone by.* I was looking at a 
strong fortress in the distance, which fonned a highly 
interesting object in a rich and varied landscajxi, and 
asked the old man, who had stopped to gaze at me, its 
name, adding — IIow beautiful it looks ! " It may bo 



* This anecdote refvrH to the transfer made by the LtndgniTe vt 
Uf9>V'Civ$M'\ of a body of Lit trooi»t to the ftenrice of Great Uritain in 
ibe finit Aiucrican war : 

and leagued with these 

Koch petty German princeling, Dtini*d in gore ; 

SoQl-harden*d bartcrers of human blood — 

^Wth'ii prime lUve-meaNiAAU — sourvion whips of fiite ! 

1K«ft>Mli'««(\3K ^ndu V— E^. 

^OL. I. ^ 
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well enough to look at," answered he, " but Ood keep all 
Christians from being taken thither!'* He then pro- 
ceeded to gratify the curiosity which he had thus excited, 
by informing me that the Baron — — . had been taken 
out of his l)ed at midnight and carried to that fortress — 
that he was not heard of for nearly t\vo years, when a 
soldier who had fled over the boundaries sent iuforma- 
tion to his family of the place and mode of his imprison- 
mcnt. As I have no design to work on the feelings of 
my readers, I i>ass over the shocking detail : had not the 
language and countenance of my informant precluded 
such a suspicion, I might have sui»ix)sed that he had 
been repeating some tale of horror from a romance of 
the djurk ag'>s. "Wliat was his crime ? " I asked. — " The 
rejwrt is," said the old man, "that in his capacity as 

minister he had remonstrated with the concerning 

the extravagance of his mistress, an outlandish countess ; 
and that she in revenge iwrsuaded the sovereign, that it 
was the Baron who had communicated to a professor at 
Gottingen the particulars of the infamous sale of some 
thousand of his subjects as soldiers." On the same day 
I discovered in the landlord of a small public house one 
of the men who had been thus sold. He seemed highly 
delighted in enteiljiining an English gentleman, and in 
once more tiilking Englisli after a lapse of so many years. 
He was far fixim regretting this incident in his life, but 
his account of the manner in which they were forced 
away accorded in so many particulars with Schiller's 
im{)assioned description of the same or a similar scene, 
in his tragedy of Cabal and IjOvc, as to leave a perfect 
conviction on my mind, that the dramatic pathos of tliat 
description was not greater than its historic fidelity. 

As I was thus reflecting, I glanced my eye on the 
leading paragraiih of a London newspa^^r^ ^<^\^j^kscc^^ 
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much an^irij declamation^ and some bitter trathis ns 
t^xxrting oar miliUiy arrangements. It were in rain, 
thon^^ht ly to deny that the inflnence of pariiamcntaiy 
interest^ which prevents the immense patronage of the 
crown from beomiing a despotic power, is not the most 
likely to secnre the ablest commandcTB or the fittest 
]>ersons for the management of onr foreign empire. 
However, thank God ! if we fight, we fight for onr own 
king and coontiT : and grievances which may be publicly 
complained of, tliere is some chance of seeing remedied. 

III. A celebrated professor in a German university, 
shewed me a very plea^iing print, entitled. Toleration. — 
A Iloman Catholic priest, a Lutheran divine, a Calvinist 
minister, a Quaker, a Jew, and a ])hilosophcr, were rcpre- 
hontod sitting roxmd the same table, over which a winged 
figure hovered in the attitude of protection. ** For this 
Ihimilcss print,** said my friend, ** the artist was impri- 
8oued, and having attempted to cscn]x^ was sentenced to 
draw the hosts on the banks of the Danube, with robbcra 
and murderers : and there died in less than two months, 
from exhaustion and exposure. In your hai)py country, 
sir, this print would be considered as a pleasing scene 
from real life : for in every great to\Mi throughout your 
cmjnre you may meet with the original." "Yes," I 
replied, ** ns fur as the negative ends of government arc 
concerned, we have no reason to complain. Our govern- 
ment protects us from foreign enemies, and our laws 
secure our lives, our personal freedom, our property, 
reputation, and religious rights from domestic attacks. 
Our taxes, indeed, are enormous ** — ** Oh ! talk not of 
taxes," said my friend, ** till you have resided in a coun- 
try where the boor disjwses of his produce to strangers 
for a foreign mart, not to bring back to his family the 

comforts and convGiucnc«& ot lot^x^ vcLwoiifiMiturcs^ but 

^1 
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to procure that coin which his lord is to squander away 
in a distant land. Neither can I with patience hear it 
said, that your laws act only to the ne<:^tive ends of 
government. Tliey have a manifold positive influence, 
and their incomipt administration gives a colour to all 
your modes of thinking, and is one of the chief causes of 
your superior morality in private as well as public life.*** 
'My limits comi)el me to strike out the different inci- 
dents which I had written as a commentary on the 
former three of the jiositive ends of government. To the 
moral feelings of my readers they might have been 
serviceable ; but for their understandings they are supcr- 
fiuons. It is surely impossible to i^eruse those ends, and 
not admit that all three are realized under our govern- 
ment to a degree unexampled in any other old and long 
ixjopled country. The defects of our constitution, in 
which word I include the laws and customs of the land 
as well as its scheme of legislative and executive ^wwer, 
must exist, therefore, in the fourth, namely, the produc- 
tion of the highest average of general information, of 
genend moral and religious principles, and the excitc- 



* " The adminisiraiion of jnHiiee throughout the continent U partial, 
Tenal, and infamoaH. I hare, io conTerffntion with many acnsible men, 
met with something of content with their giivernrocnta in all other 
rctpcctM tlian this ; hut upon the question of expecting; justice to he 
really and fairly adrainiNtcred, every one confesMctl there was no inch 
thing to be looked for. The conduct of the juilfres is profligate an<l 
atrocioua. V\wn almost every cause that comes l>efore them intenxt 
U oi^cnly made with the jud<n» ; and wue hetide the man, who, with a 
cause to sup|K)rt has no means of conciliating favour, either by the 
beauty of a handsome wife, or by other methods." — This quotation is 
confined in the original to Prance under the monarchy ; I have extended 
the application, and adopted the words as comprising the result of my 
own experience : and I take this opportunity of declaring, that the 
most important parts of Mr. Leckie's statement eopcerning Sicily, I 
myself know to be accurate, and am authorized by what I m^wVC ^n^^ 
Umic, Io rely on the whole as a fair and unitlft:|{^«E«^M^T«v$c»ft^^^)^^^ 




imnts nnd opportimitics wl.ich it nfTbnU lo ]>aTunioiint 
^iiius und heroic puvcr in a siiilicicnt niiinlwr of iU 
viiizcni;. Tiicsc are jxiints in irliich it would bo iinmo- 
miliiy to rest content with the ])rcsiiiniitioii, however well 
fuiindctt, iliat wo arc better thun others, if nc nre not 
ulml wc oii^lit to be ourselves, nnd arc not ueing the 
iiKiins of improTemcnt. llie fin«t question then i* 
M hat is ilic fact ? The second upon the snppositjon of 
n defect or deficiency in one or all of these |KHnls. and 
that to A dci^Tco which mny aRcct our [xih-ct and pro- 
s[>erity, if not onr abM>lute safety, — ^Arc the plans of 
K'^islutive refonn tliat have hitherto been proposed fit or 
likely to remove such defect, and snpply siicii delicicncy ? 
The third nnd last cjucstiou is, — Should there apj^iir 
rcasnn lo deny or doubt this, arc there any other menns, 
and what arc they ? — Of these jioints in the concluding 
essay of this BCction. 

A French gentleman in the rcipn of Louis XIV. was 
comparing the French and English writers with all ihc 
Uiastftilncfis of national jircposscssion. "Sirl" replieJ 
■in En-li-'hm'in bciler versed in the principles of freedom 
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be ne( n nniino wn and k n 

conLemin^ botli . AtVLithelts.-", it bchoics ua nil o 
consider that to write or tnlk concerning any siibjetl, 
without having preWously taken the i«ins to understand 
it, is a breach of duty which wc owe to oui'scivcs, though 
it may be no oifcnce against the laws of the hind. Tlie 
pririlege of talking and even publishing nonsense is 
ncccssarj- in a free stat* ; hut tiic more siiaringly we 
make use of it the better. 
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Then we may th&nk oanclves, 
Who iipcll-bound by the magic name of peace 
Dream golden dreams. Gb, warlike Rritain, gov 
For the grey oliTe*branch change thy green laarels : 
Hang up thy nuity helmet, that the bee 
May bare a hiTe, or spider find a loom I 
Instead of doubling drum and thrilling fife 
lie luird in lady*s lap with amorous flutes. 
But for Napoleon, know, he'll scorn this calm : 
The ruddy planet at his birth bore sway ; 
Sanguine, adust^ his humour, and wild fire 
His ruling clement. Rage, revenge, and cunning 
Make up the temper of this captain's Talour. 

Little prospective wisdom can that man obtain, who 
hunying onward with the current, or rather torrent, of 
events, feels no interest in their importance, except as far 
art his cariosity is excited by their novelty ; and to whom 
all reflection and retrospect are wearisome. If ever there 
were a time when the formation of just public principles 
becomes a duty of private morality ; when the principles 
of morality in general ought to be made to bear on our 
public suffinges, and to affect every great national deter- 
mination ; when, in short, his country should have a 
place by eveiy Englishman's fire-side ; and when the 
feelings and truths which give dignity to the fireside 
and tranquillity to the death-bed, ought to be present and 
infiuentifd in tiio cabinet and in the senate — that time is 
now with ns. Aa an introduction to, and at the same 
time as a commentary on, the 8ub\^\> ^i. V^^^j^o^s^iSss^:^ 
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law, I have taken a review of the circumstances that led to 
tiic treaty of Amiens, and the recommonccment of the war, 
more especially with n^rd to the occupation of Malta. 

In a rich commercial state, a war seldom fails to 
become unpopular by length of continuance. The first, 
or revolution war, which towards its close, had become 
just and necessary, {)erhapfi beyond any former example, 
had yet causes of unpopularity peculiar to itself. 
Exhaustion is the natural consequence of excessive 
stimulation, in the feelings of nations equally as in those 
of individuals. Wearied out by OTerwhelming novelties ; | 

stunned, as it were, by a series of strange explosions ; 
sick too of hope long delayed ; and uncertain as to the 
real object and motive of the war, from the rapid change . , 

and general failure of its ostensible objects and motives ; , 

the public mind for many months preceding the signing 
of the preliminaries had lost all its tone and elasticity. 
The consciousness of mutual errors and mutual dis- 
apix)intments disposed the great majority of all imrties 
to a spirit of diffidence and toleration, which, amiable as 
it may be in individuals, in a nation, and above all in an 
opulent and luxurious nation, is always too nearly akin 
to apathy and selfish indulgence. An unmanly im- 
patience for peace became only not universal. After as 
long a resistance as the nature of our constitution and 
national character permitted or even endured, the govern- 
ment applied at length the only remedy adequate to the 
greatness of the evil, a remcnly which the magnitude 
of the evil justified, and which nothing but an 
evil of that magnitude could justify. At a high price 
they purchased for us the name of peace, at a time when 
the views of France became daily more and more [ 

incompatible with our vital interest. Considering the 
peace as a mere truce of experiment, wise and temperate 
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men regarded with comiilnccncy the treaty of AmicnB, 
for the Tory reasons thot would have insnnxl the condem- 
nation of any other treaty under any other circuniKtanccs. 
Its pal[iablc dclicicneics were itn antidote { or rather they 
formed its rcry ci«cncc, and declared at iimt si^ht, vhat 
alone it was, or was meant to be. Any attempt at that 
time and in this treaty to )invc necurcd Italy, Holland, 
and the German empire, would hare been, in the literal 
senn; of the word, preposterous. The nation would 
have withdrawn all faith in the pacitic intentions of the 
ministcn^ if the negotiation had been broken otT on a 
plea of this kind ; for it had taken for granted titu 
extreme desirableness, nay, the necessity of a peace, and, 
this once admitted, there would, no doubt, have been on 
absurdity in continuing the ■n'ar for objects which the 
war furnished no means of realizing. If the First Con- 
sul had entered into Btipulations with us respecting the 
continent, they would have been obsened only as long 
as his interest from other causes might have dict^ited ; — 
lliey would have been signed with as much sincerity and 
observed with as much good faith as the article actually 
inserted in the treaty of Amiens, resiwcting the integrity 
of the Turkish empire. This article indeed was wisely 
insirtted on by us, becanso it alTcctcd l<oth our national 
honour, and the interest of our Indian empire imme- 
diately ; and still more, perhaps, because this of all others 
was the most likely to furnish an early proof of the First 
Consul's real dispositions. But deeply interested in the 
fate of the continent, as we are thought to be, it would 
neTerthclesA have been most idle to have abandoned a 
peace, upon tho supposition of its being at all desirable, 
va the ground that the French government had refused 
that which would bare been of no value had it Wn. 
granted. 



Iiiik'cil tlioro reunite one scriouB disadrania^ from 
insisting; on tbc rifjUta and interest* of Austrin, iho 
Kiii|iin', Switzcrlnnd, Ac, in a Ircnty bctwct-n Engluid 
mid Fiimcc, nnd, as it ahonid seem, no odrantA)^ to 
irmntcrl)iilani.c iU For so, any attack on those riglite 
iii>tiuitly jiktl;^ our clmnvctcr and natioujil difnut; to 
luiiimcncc a war, howeYcr inexpedient it muv liai>pcn to 
l>C and tiowcvcr hojiclcsB : wliilo if a war be expedient, 
nny ntlnck on thcso coantrics by France furnishes a 
jiisiiliiible cause of war in its essential nature, end in- 
de[)eii<lont1y of all [wsitifc treaty. Been iu this light, 
tliL' dcll'ulK of the treaty of Amicna become its real 
iiiLTils. If the government of Kranee made i>er>ce in the 
spirit of pcnec, tln'n a friendly iiilcreoiirse and the 
liunmnizing influences of commerce and reciprocal 
hofpitiility would gTLidnnlly bring about in IhhIi countries 
liic disiKi.-itions necessary for tliu calm discussion and 
siiicure conelusion nf a genuine, efticicnt, and comjirc- 
licnsive treaty. If llic couimrj- proved the fact, the 
trc-ity of Amiens ontaincd iu itself tlie principles iif its 
omi dissolntiim. Jt wus what it ought to le. If the 
First Consul liad Imlh meant and doult fairly by as, the 
treaty would have leil lo a Lnie sclllenieut : but he neiing 
as all prudent men esivccted that lie would act, it su|i- 
jilicil just reasons for the coTnincnccment uf war, and iit 
its decease left us, aa a legacy, blessings that assiuixlly 
fiir ontwcighed our losses by the jwacc. It left us 
l>"pular enthusiasm, nniional unanimity, and simplicity of 
I'I'jeet; and removed one inconvenience which cleaved 
to the last war, by attaching to the right objects, and 
enlisting under their pro]K;r banners, the worn and hatn-d 
of Kiiiverv-, the pnst-iou for freedom, all the high thoughts 
'md high feelings thnt connect us with the honoured 
iiimics of ]iasl agca ; and inspire scntimtuta and language. 
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to which our Hampdcns, Sidneys, and Russcls, mi^^ht 
listen without jealousy. 

The late peace then was negotiated by the gOYcmment, 
ratified by the legislature, and received by the nation, 
as an experiment, — as the only means of exhibiting 
such proof as would be satisfactory to the people in their 
then temper : whether Buonaparte devoting his ambition 
and activity to the re-establishment of trade, colonial 
tranquillity, and sociarmorals, in France, would abstain 
from insulting, alarming and endangering the British 
empire. And these thanks at least were due to the 
First Consul, that he did not long delay the proof. 
With more than i>apal insolence he issued edicts of 
anathema against us, and excommunicated us from all 
interference in the affairs of the continent. He insulted 
us still more indecently by pertinacious demands 
respecting our constitutional laws and rights of hos- 
pitality ; by the official publication of Sebastiani*s 
report ; and by a direct personal outrage offered in the 
presence of all the foreign ministers to the king of 
England, in the person of his ambassador. He both 
insulted and alarmed us by a display of the most 
l)erfidiou8 ambition in the subversion of the inde- 
pendence of Switzerland, in the avowal of designs 
against Egypt, Syria, and the Greek islands, and in 
the mission of military spies to Great Britain itself. 
And by forcibly maintaining a French army in Hol- 
land, he at once insulted, alarmed, and endangered us. 
What can render a war just — its expedience being 
pre-sopposed — if insult, repeated alarm, and danger do 
not? And how can it be expedient for a rich, united, 
and powerixd island-empire to remain in nominal peace 
and onresenting passiveness with an insolent neigh- 
boor, who has proved that to ^«2g^ %.^g&SkS^ ^^ ^ 




onmitigatcd war of inialt» alanii» and cndangennent is 
boch his temper and hia system ? 

Many attempts were made by Ur. Fox to explain away 
the force of the greater nomber of the (acts here cnn- 
momted : but the great fact, for which alone thqr hare 
either force or meaning, the great ultimate fact, that 
Great Britain had been insulted, alarmed, and endangered 
by France, Mr. Fox himself expressly admitted. The 
ojipo^ers, howcTcr, of the present war concentre the 
sta^ngth of their cause in the following brief alignment. 
Although we grant, say they, the gricTances set forth in 
oar manifesto to be as notorious as they are asserted to 
be, yet more notorious they cannot be than that other 
fiict which utteriy annuls them as reasons for a war, — ^the 
fact, that ministers themselTcs regard them only as the 
pompous garnish of the dii»h. It stands on record, that 
Buonajiarte might have purchased our silence for ever, 
rcsiKxrting these insults and injuries, by a mere acquies- 
cence on his part in our retention of Malta. The whole 
treaty of Amiens is little more than a perplexed bond of 
comitromise respecting Malta. On Midta we rested the 
|)cace : for Malta we renewed the war. So say the op- 
I^vcrs of the present war. As its advocate I do not deny 
the ^t as stated by them ; but I hope to achieve all, and 
more than all, the purposes of such denial, by an ex- 
planation of the fact. The difficulty then resolves itself 
into two questions : First, in what sense of the words can 
we be said to have gone to war for Malta alone ? Se- 
condly, wherein does the importance of Malta consist ? 
The answer to the second will be found in the notice of 
the life of Sir Alexander Ball, the liberator and political 
bther of the Maltese, contained in a subsequent part of 
this work :* while the attempt to settle the first question, 
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BO as at the same time to elucidate the law of nations and 
its identity with the law of conscience, will occupy the 
remainder of the present essay. 

I. IN WHAT 8BN8K CAN WB BB AFPIRMBD TO HAVE 
RENEWED THE WAR FOR MALTA ALONE t 

If we had knoAvn or could reasonably have believed, that 
the views of France were and would continue to be 
friendly or negative toward Great Britain, neither the 
subversion of the independence of Switzerland, nor the 
maintenance of a French army in Holland, would have 
furnished any prudent ground for war. For the only 
way by which we could have injured France, namely, the 
destruction of her commerce and navy, would increase 
her means of continental conquests, by concentrating all 
the resources and energies of the French empire in her 
military powers : while the losses and miseries which the 
French people would suffer in consequence, and their 
magnitude, compared with any advantages that might 
accrue to them from the extension of the name, France, 
were facts which, we knew by experience, would weigh as 
nothing with the existing government. Its attacks on 
tlie independence of its continental neighbours became 
motives to us for the recommencement of hostility, only 
as far as they gave proofs of a hostile intention toward 
ourselves, and facilitated the realizing of such intention. 
If any events had taken place, increasing the means of 
injuring this country, even though these events furnished 
no moral ground of comjtlaint against France, (such for 
instance, might be the great extension of her population 
and revenue, item freedom and a wise government) much 
more, if they were the fruits of iniquitous ambition, and 
therefore in themselves involved the probabvVv^^ ^\ '^ 
hostile intention to a»— tli^i^ 1 wj^ ^^^srj ^&R2t ^jws^ 
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rcnoc would become important, and both a just and 
cxi>odicnt ground of war, in proportion, not to the im- 
(lortiinec of tlio thing in itself, but to the quantity of 
evident proof afforded by it of a hostile design in the 
government, by whose power our interests are endan- 
gered. If by demanding the immediate evacuation of 
yiaiidy when he had himself destroyed the security of its 
actual independence — on his promise of presenting which 
our ])acific promises rested as on their sole foundation — 
mid this too, aflcr he had oixsnly avowed such designs on 
Eg}7)t, as not only in the opinion of our ministers, but in 
his own opinion, made it of the greatest imiK)rtanoe to 
this countiy, that Malta should not be under French in« 
fluonce ; — if by this conduct the First Consul exhibited a 
decisive proof of his intention to violate oiu: rights and to 
nndcnninc our national interests ; then all his preceding 
actions on tlic continent became proofs likewise of the 
same intention; and anyone* of tliese aggressions in- 

* A liundrcd eases ini;;hi be imagined which would plioc this asser- 
tion ill iu true light. Suppose, for instAnce, a country, according to 
the lawrf nf which a parent might not diMinhcrit a son without haring 
fintt convicted him of some one of sundry crimes enumerated in a 
sjH'cific statute. Caius, by a scries of vicious actions, has no nearly 
convinced his father of his utter worth Icssncs^, that the father refolvrs, 
on the next provocation, to use the very fint opportunity of le^Uy 
disinheriting this son. The provocation occurs, and in itself furnishes 
this opportunity, and Caius is disinherited, though for an action roach 
IcKH glaring and intolcnible than most of his preceding delinquencies 
had l>ecn. The advocates of Caius complain that he should be thus 
imnislicil for a comparative trifle, so many worse niisdcmainours having 
l*ven pnssoil over. The father replies : *' This, his last action, is not 
the cause of the disinheritance ; but the means of disinheriting him. 
I punished him by it rather than for it. In tnith, it was not for any 
<>f his actions that I have thus punished him, but for his vices ; that 
In not 80 much for the injuries which I have suffered, as for the diMfio- 
sitions whicli these actions evinced : for the insolent and aUrroing 
intentions of which they are proofs. Now of this habitual tcro|)er, of 
thcHO dangerous purj>oses, his hist action ii as true and complete a 
.ttuuiifcHtntlnn OJi any or a\\ ot VAa vt«^^^^^ K»€«cke«« ; and it therefora 
aw/ and mast be takea m ti^eir commoik wewa«aNax:vf%r 
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volvcd the meaning of the whole. Which of them was to 
determine as to war would be decided by other and pru- 
dential considerations. Had the First Consul acquiesced 
in our detention of Malta, he would thereby have for- 
nished such proof of pacific intentions, as would have led 
to further hoixss, would have lessened our alarm from his 
former acts of ambition, and relatively to us have altered 
in some degree their nature. 

It should never be forgotten, that a parliament or 
national council is essentially different from a court of 
justice, alike in its objects and its duties. In the latter, 
the juror lays aside his private knowledge and his private 
connections, and judges exclusively acconling to the cvi- 
dence adduced in the court : in the former, the senator 
acts uix)n his o\m internal convictions, and oftentimes 
upon private infonnation, which it would be impnidcnt 
or criminal to disclose. Though his ostensible reason 
ought to be a true and just one, it is by no means nc- 
ccssary that it should be his sole or even his chief reason. 
In a court of justice, the juror attends to the character 
and general intentions of the accused party, exclusively, 
as adding to the probability of his ha\ing or not hanng 
committed the one particular action then in question. 
Tlie senator, on the contrary, vhcn he is to determine on 
the conduct of a foreign ix)wcr, attends to particular 
actions, chiefly in proof of character and existing in- 
tentions. Now there were many and very powerful 
reasons why, though apjxialing to the former actions of 
Buonaparte, as confirmations of his hostile spirit and 
alarming ambition, we should nevertheless make Malta 
the direct object and final determinant of the war. 
Had we gone to war avowedly for the independence of 
Holland and Switzerland, we should have fumislv;!^ 
Buonaparte with a colourable \!it^\/(SKXt 1<^t ^s^s^ssi^si'^^^cs^^" 




countries immediMcly to the French omiiirc," which, 
if !ic slioiild do (ns if his [wn'cr conltnncd he mwt 
!i«.iurclly ivonki Gooncr or later) by a mere act of Tiolcncc. 
ami uiKJip^iiijied tjTanny, tlicrc vcunld follow a noral 
weakening of his power in the miDcU of men, vhkh 
nii;;lit [irovc <,>f incalculalilc adrantn^ to the indcittndenco 
iiiiil wcll-boin;: of Europe ; but which, unfortunately, for 
iliis ver)- rciisiiii, t>nit it in not to be i^Iculalcd, u too 
oftin disregardoil by ordinary stalcsmen. At all CTcnt^ 
it would liave l)ecn made the itlea for bauisliin^;', plnn- 
diiiii;:, iind itcrbiips niuitlcrin?, nunil>crs of virtiioiui Rnd 
IKiiriotic iiidividualn, as bcin^ the pnrtiznns of tlw enemy 
uf ilic conlincnt. Add to this, that we phonld hare 
n|>]K.'aiv<l to have rnslied into a war for olijL-ct« whidi 
liy war wc coiiltl not hope to realize; wc should hare 
vMiccihnti'd llie mi>-riii't lines of liie cotinlries of ivliieh wc 
liiiil clwtcil oiirsulvL.-. llie clinm[i!oiis; and the war would 
li;ive aiiiK.>iiri'd n mc-iv wiir of revenp; and re]insnl, a I'ir- 
cum.-tiinee always to l>e avoidul wlici-e it is [i.is>ihle. Thu 
iililesi, and U-st niun in liie liuliiviim reimlilie, lliosc wiio 
fell llie insults of Frmir-' mosi lu'iiloly, nnd were sitlfLTiii^' 
from Ucr o|i[ircssi<.-.)i- tin.' i;vi-t .-^Ai-rLly, nitiv^ited I'ur 
;;"VL'nimeni, tliiviu-.'li lii'ir loiiii-lir, imt lo make ilie 
M.itc of Jlolland lliL' -iv:.i .-t,n-il.io rea,M-.ii of tlie w;ir. 
The Swiss |iiitriots t"0, believed ilmi wc could do notbiii;; 
to assist tliem at tliai lime, and nttriliutcd to our for- 
Warancc the coniiianiiirely limid use which Franco has 
made liiiiierto of her nhsoUiIe [lowcr over that coiintrj-. 
Besides, Austria, whom t!ic changes on the continent 
tiiucli more nearly eoiicemed than England, harinn; re- 
fused all co-operation with ns there is rcafion to fear that 
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an Opinion, destructive of the one great blessing pur- 
chased by the peace, our national unanimity, would have 
taken deep root in the i)opular mind, namely, that these 
changes were mere pretexts. Neither should we forget, 
that the last war had lefl a dislike in our countrymen to 
continental interference, and a not unplausible i^rsuasion, 
that wliere a nation has not sufficient sensibility as to its 
>\Tong8 to commence a war against the aggressor, un- 
bribed and ungoadcd by Great Britain, a war begim by 
the government of such a nation, at the instance of our 
government, has little chance of other than a disastrous 
result, the character and revolutionary resources of tlie 
enemy considered. Whatever may be the strength or 
weakness of this argument, it is however certain, that 
there was a strong predilection in the British j)eople for 
a cause indisputably and peculiarly British. And tliis 
feeling is not altogetlicr ungrounded. In pmctical \ych 
litics and the great expenditures of national jx)wcr, we 
must not pretend to l)e too far-sighted : otherwise even a 
transient jwace would be im])ossible among tlie Euro[)can 
nations. To future and distant evils we mj\y always 
opjwse the various unforeseen events that are rijiening in 
the womb of the future. Lastly, it is chiefly to imme- 
diate and unequivocal attacks on our o^^n interests and 
honour, that we attach the notion of right with a full and 
efficient feeling. Now, though we may be first stimulated 
to action by probabilities and prosixicts of advant^ige, and 
though there is a ])en'erse restlessness in human nature, 
which renders almost all wars po^mlar at their commence- 
ment, yet a natiim always needs a sense of positive right 
to steady its gi)irit. There is always needed some one 
reason, short, simple, and independent of complicated 
calculation, in order to give a sort of muscular sti^ength 
to the poblic mind, when the power that \s:»sci^^ \s5s^ 



* 
1 



ESSAY X. 305 

cntlmsiosm, animal spirits, and the charm of novelty 
slmll have evaporated. 

Tlierc is no feeling more honourable to our nature, 
and few that strike deeper root when onr nature im 
hnppily circumstaneed, than the jealousy concerning): a 
ix)sitive right, independent of an immediate interest. To 
surrender, in our national character, the merest trifle tliat 
is strictly our right, the merest rock on wliich the waves 
will scarcely {lermit the sea-fowl to lay its eggs, at tlie 
demand of an insolent and ])Owei*ful rival, on a slio]>- 
kccpcfs calculation of loss and gain, is in its final, and 
assuredly not very distant, consequences, a loss of even' 
thing — of national spirit, of national independence, and 
with these, of the ver}' wealth for which the low calcu- 
lation was made. This feeling in individuals, indeed, 
and in private life, is to be sacrificed to religion. Say 
rather, that by religion, it is transmuted into a liigher 
virtue, growing on a higher and engiiiftetl brancli, yet 
nourished from the same root; that it remains in its 
essence the same spirit, but 

Alade pure bj thought, and nAiaralixed in hcaT^n ; 

and he who cannot ])erceive the moral differences of 
national and individual duties, comprehends neither the 
one nor the other, and is not a whit the better Christian 
for being a bad juitriot. Considered nationally, it is as 
if the captain of a man of war should strike and sur- 
render his colours under the i)retence, that it would Ihj 
folly to risk the lives of so many good Christian sailors 
for the sake of a few yards of coarse canvass ! Of such 
reasoners I take an indignant leave in the words of an 
obscure ix)ct :— » 



yoL, I. 



Fear never wanted argnroentu : you do 
Reason ]fOuri«\v«a uk\A i^ oftx«l>3\ Wi^ft^t^ 
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CiremniipcGi onl/ to yoar mweij, 
I coultl iir^c frectlotn, ciuirteni, coantry, lawa, 
Godn, And religion, ami mich precioim nAtiicfi — > 
Kay, what you value higher, wealth t Hut that 
You nue for ImnUnge, yit-lding to dcroamli 
An iiu|iioa8 am tlicy*n; inmleiit, and have 
Only this aloggish aim, — to perish full f ** * 

And here it is nccc5sniy to animadvert on n principle 
asserted by Lord Minto, (in his s^Kech, June Gth, 1803, 
and afbcnvards published at full length) that France had 
an undoubted right to insist on our abandonment of 
Malta, a right not given, but likewise not abrogated, by 
the treaty of Amiens. Surely in this effort of candour, 
his Lordslup must have forgotten tlie circumstances on 
which lie exerted it. The case is simply thus: the 
British government was convinced, and the French 
government admitted the justice of the conviction, tliat 
it was of the utmost importance to our interests, that 
Malta should remain uninfluenced by France. The 
French government bound itself down by a solemn 
treaty, that it would use its best endeavours, in conjunc- 
tion with us, to secure this independence. This promise 
was no act of lilxirality, no generous free-gift, on the 
part of France — Xo I we purchased it at a high price. 
We disbanded our forces, we dismissed our sailors, and 
we gave up the best part of the fniits of our naval vic- 
tories. Con it therefore with a shadow of plausibility be 
affirmed, that the right to insist on our evacuation of 
the island was unaltered by the treaty of Amiens, when 
this demand was strictly tantamount to our surrender of 
all iiie advantages which we had bought of France at so 
high a price, — ^tantamount to a direct breach on her part, 
not merely of a solemn treaty, but of an absolute bargain ? 

* Gariwrigkt. The 8i«ge, or Lore*! ConTert. &j(A. V ^.X. — ^^^> 
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After the conduct of France in tlic affair of tlie gua- 
rantees ^^i of the revenues of the oixler, wo had the 
Kjimc rij^lit to inxjscrve the island indcjwndent of France 
l»y a Britisi) pirrison, as a lawful creditor has to the 
household floods of a fugitive and dishonest debtor. 

One other assertion made by Lord ^linto, in the same 
siicech, bears so immediately on the plan of The Friend, 
as far as it jiroposed to investigate the principle of inter- 
national, no less than of private, morality, that I feel 
myself in some degree under an obligation to notice it. 
A treaty, says his I/oi*dship, ought to be strictly observed 
by a nation in its literal sense, even though the utter 
ruin of that nation should be the certain and fore-knowii 
consequence of that observance. Previously to any 
remarks of my ot\'n on this high flight of diplomatic 
virtue, we will hear what Harrington has said on this 
subject. "A man mjiy devote himself to dcjith or 
dcstniction to save a nation ; but no nation will devote 
itself to death or destruction to save mankind. Jlachiavcl 
is decrial for wiying, ' that no consideration is to be had 
of what is just or unjust, of what is merciful or cruel, 
4»f what is honourable or ignominious, in case it be to 
save a state or to prcscne liberty:* which as to the 
manner of ex])ression may perhajis l)e cnidely si)okcn. 
lUxi to imagine that a nation will devote itself to death 
or destruction any more after faith given, or an engage- 
ment thereto tending, than if therc had been no engage- 
ment made or faith given, were not piety but folly." 

C'nidely sixjken indeed, and not less crudely thought ; 
nor 18 the matter much mended by the commentator. 
Yet ever)' man, who is at all acquainted with the world 
and its {nst histor}% knows that the fact itself is truly 
utated : and what is more important in the present ar^i- 
mcnt, bo cannot find in hia hl^u^• ^ ^xi!^> \^5s^^ ^^^^ 




(lonnriglit verdict, tlint it slwnld 1>c othcnriflc. TIiu 
cfinscqncnccs of thio jwnilcxity in tliu nmnil fwlinffH urc 
not xcldom cxtcnsivclr injuriouH. l-'ur int'ii licarins tliu 
diiticii wliicli would bo binding on two iiidividiinls living 
under tbo wiinc laws inHiKtcd on as cciiially obligaton* on 
two indqundcnt xtntcK, in cxtrcmo cunch, wlicrc the}' see 
clearly ttio itnpracliciibilit}' of rcalixin); sucb a notion, — 
and harinj^ at tlic snmo time a dim balf-conBciousnctw, 
that two xtAtcs can never bo {ilaccd exactly on the wiino 
f^niund as two individnoU,— relieve thcnisclvcx from llicir 
]N'r(ilcxity by cutting what they cannot untie, and assert 
that national jxtlioy cannot in oil coses be HultordlHatod 
to the laWB of morality ; — in other wonK that a govern- 
nient may act with injustice, and yet rciuikiii hlamclcKH. 
Tliis assertion waa hazarded,- — I rcconi it with unfcignwl 
rcf^'t — by a minister of state, on the alfnir of Ooiwnha^n. 
Tn.'mcniliiiiR asttertion! that would render cvcrj- com- 
[ilaiiit, which we make, of the a1>oniinations of the French 
t\Tant, IiyiKXTisy, or mere incendiaiy declamation for the 
£U)i)>k-headcd multitude. But, thank (!o<l! it is n* 
unubcehS)!!^' and unfounded, as it is tremendous. Fi>r 
what is a treaty? A volontnri' i-ontract Iwlwccn two 
nations. So we will state it in tbo first instance Xow 
it is an imiMssiblc case, that any nation can Iw »n|)- 
posed by any other to have intendc<1 its own nhwlulo 
destruction in a treaty, which its interests alone could 
have i>rom])ted it to make. The vcq' thought is sclf- 
contmdictorj-. Not only Athens (wo will uny) eould not 
have intended this to Jiavc been understood in any upeeilic 
promise made to Simrta; but S{>arta could never have 
imagined that Athene had no intended it. And Atbens 
itself must have known, that hod die even aflirmcd the 
contraiy, Siinrta could not have believed — naj', would 
iiarc bccD undot & moni^ (^iW^a.Musa'uQb Ui havo bcliorcd. 
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her. "Were it possible to sup^iosc snch a case — for 
instance, snch a treaty made by a sin^iflc l)esiej^ed town, 
under an indeixindcnt government as that of Numantia — 
il 1)cconie8 no longer a state, but the act of a certain 
number of individuals voluntarily sacrificing themselves, 
each to preserve his separate honour. For the state was 
jilrcady dcstwycil by tlie circumstances which alone could 
make such an engagement conceivable. — But we have 
said, nations. — Ap]>lied to England and France, relatively 
to treaties, this is but a form of sjieaking. The treaty 
is really made by some half dozen, or perhaps half a 
hundred individuals, possessing the government of these 
countries. Now it is a universally admitted part of the 
law of nations, that an engagement entered into by a 
minister with a foreign jwwer, when it is kno^vn to this 
]iower that the minister in so doing has exceeded and 
contravened his instructions, is altogether nugatory. 
And is it to be sup])osed for a moment, tliat a wliolo 
nation, consisting perhaps of twenty millions of human 
souls, could ever have invested a few individuals, whom 
altogether for the promotion of its welfare it had intrusted 
with its government, wiUi the right of signing away its 
existence ?• 

• 8ce Pale/i Monl and Poliiieal PbiloMphy, B. vi. a 13.— £/. 
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tlelieate appreben^ion of rufBing the siDooih suHa'*e of friendship nhnnk 
from iu duties, and from the man]/ freedom which truth and juatioe 
demand. 

Only a few privileged individuals are authorized to 
pass into the theatre without stopping at the door- 
keeper's box ; but ever}' man of decent apiwarancc may 
put down the i)lay-price there, and tliencefonvanl has as 
good a right as tlic managers themselves not only to sec 
and liear, as far as his place in the house, and his own 
ears and eyes permit him, but likewise to express audibly 
his approbation or disapprobation of what may be going 
forwanl on the stage. If his feelings hapiHin to be in 
unison with those of the audience in general, he may 
without breach of decorum ])erseverc in his notices of 
ap])lause or dislike, till the wish of tlie house is complied 
with. If he finds himself unsnj^iwrted, he rests con- 
tente<l with having once exerted his common right, and 
on that occasion at least gives no furtlicr interruption to 
the amusement of those who feel diifcrcntly from him. 
So it is, or so it should be, in literature. A few exti'aor- 
dinarj' minds may be allowed to pass a mere opinion; 
—though in jwint of fact tliosc, who alone are entitled 
to this privilege, arc ever the last to avail themselves of 
it. Add, too, that even tlie mere opinions of such men 
may in general be rcganled either as promissor}' notes, 
or as receipts referring to a former payment. But every 
man's opinion has a right to pass into tlie common 
auditory, if his reason for the opinion is ]mid down at the 
same time : for arguments are the sole current coin of 
intellect. The degi*ee of influence to which the opinion 
is entitled should be pro]K)rtioned to the weight and 
value of the reasons for it; and whether these are 
shillings or pounds sterling, the man who has given 
them remains blameless, provided he contents himself 
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with the place to which tlicy have entitled him, and docs 
not attempt by strength of InngR to counterbalance its 
■ (lisadvantiiges, or exi)ect to exert as immediate an 
influence in the back scats of the upinnr galleiy, as if he 
had \md in gold and been seated in the stage box. 

But unfortunately, — and here commence the i)oint« of 
diflcrcuce between the theatric and the literary public, — 
in tlie great theatre of literature there arc no autliorizcd 
door-kceperK : for our anonymous critics are self-elected. 
I KJmll not fear the charge of calumny if 1 add that they 
, have lost all credit with wise men by unfair dealing: 
' such us their refusal to receive an honest man*s monev, 
I that is, his argument, because Uiey anticii>ate and dislike 
I liis ojnniou, while others of suspicious character and the 
most unseemly ai)pcarance are suffered to pass without 
payment^ or by virtue of orders which they have them- 
Hclvcs distributed to known imrtizans. Sometimes the 
honest man's intellectual coin is refused under pretence 
that it is light or counterfeit, without any proof given 
cither by tlie money scales, or by sounding the coin in 
dispute togctlier with one of known goodness. We may 
cany the metai)hor still farther. It is by no means a 
rare case, that the money is returned liecause it had a 
diflerent sound from that of a counterfeit, the brassy 
blotdics on which seemed to blush for the impudence of 
the silver wash in which thev were inisled, and rendered 
the mock coin a lively emblem of a lie self-detected. 
Siill oftencr docs the rejection take place by a mere act of 
insolence, and the blank assertion that the candidate's 
money is light or bad, is justified by a second assertion 
that he is a fool or knave for offering it. 

The second i)oint of difference explains the preceding, 
find accounts both for the want of established door- 
A'ccjxjrs in the auditory ot^i^fct^Vxa^^^sAWNJasi Y^acti 
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of those, who under the name of reviewers volunteer this 
oiBce. Tliere is no royal mintage for arj^mcnts, no 
ready means by whicli all men alike, who {wsscss common 
sense, may detennine their value and intrinsic worth at 
the first sight or sound. Certain forms of natural logic 
indeed there are, the inobsciTance of which is decisive 
against an argument ; but the strictest adherence to them 
is no proof of its actual, tliough an indisi^nsablc con- 
dition of its possible, validity. In the argucr's o\m 
conscience there is, no doubt, a certain value, and an 
infallible criterion of it, which applies to all arguments 
equally ; and this is the sincere conviction of the mind 
itself. But for those to whom it is ollcred, there are 
only conjectural marks ; yet such as will seldom mislead 
any man of plain sense, who is both honest and obser- 
vant. These characteristics I have attcm]»ted to com- 
prise in a previous i>art of this work, and to describe 
them more at large in the essays that follow, on the 
communication of tnith. If the honest warmth, which 
results from the strength of the particular conviction, be 
tcmiwrcd by the modesty which belongs to the sense of 
general fallibility ; if the emotions, which accompany all 
vivid iK'rccptions, are ])rescrved distinct from the expres- 
sion of i^rsonal passions, and from appeals to them in 
the heart of others ; if the reasoner asks no res^x^t for 
the o])inion, as his opinion, but only iii proportion as it 
is acknowledged by tliat reason, which is common to all 
men ; and, lastly, if he supports an opinion on no subject 
which he has not previously examined, and furnishes 
proof Iwth that he iwssesses the means of inquiry by his 
education or the nature of his pursuits, and that he has 
endeavoured to avail himself of those means ; then, and 
with these conditions, every human being is authorixed 
to make public Uie grounds of any opinion which ho 
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holds and of conrso tho opinion itself, as the object of I 

them. Consequently, it is the duty of all men, not 
alwaj's indeed to attend to him, but, if they do, to 
attend to him with respect, and with a sincere as well 
ns apparent toleration. I should offend a^iust my 
own laws, if I disclosed at present the nature of 
my convictions concerning the degree, in which this 
virtue of toleration is i)OK8essed and practised by the 
majority of my contemiwraries and countr}'men. lUit if 
the contrar}' tcm^x^r is felt and shown in instances where 
; all those conditions have l)ccn obscncd, which have been 
^ stated at full in the preliminary essays that form the 
introduction to this work, and the chief of which I have 
just now recapitulated : I have no hesitation in declaring 
that wjiatever the opinion may be, and however op]X)site 
to the hearer's or reader's pR'vious jxjrsuasions, one or 
other of all of the following defects must be taken for 
irrantcd. Either the intolerant jnirstm is not master of 
tlie grounds on which his own faith is built ; which there- 
furc neither is nor can be his own faith, though it may 
ver}' easily be his imagined interest, and his habit of 
iliought. In this case he is angiy, not at the opjK)sition 
to truth, but at the interruption of his own indolence and 
intellectual slumber, or jwssibly at the apprehension, that 
Ills temporal advantages are threatened, or at least the 
ease of mind, in which he had been accustomed to enjoy 
them. Or, secondly, he has no love of truth for its own 
sake; no reverence for the divine command to seek 
earnestly after it, which command, if it had not been so 
often and solemnly given by revelation, is yet involved 
and expressed in the gift of reason, and in the dej>endence 
of all our virtues on its development, lie has no moral 
and religious awe for freedom of thought, though accom- 
l^nicd both by sincerity uxvAl \\\jhv^\V3 \ wot ^ox tba ritjlit 
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of free communication which is ordained by God to<jetlicr 
with that freedom, if it be true that God ims ordained us 
to live in society, and has made the progressive improve- 
ment of all and each of us to de^Knid on the reciprocal 
aids, whicli directly or indih:ctly each supplies to all, and 
all to each. But if his alann and his conseipicnt intole- 
rance, are occasioned by his eternal rather than tcm|ioml 
interests, and if, as is most commonly the case, he docs 
not deceive himself on this jwint, gloomy indeed, anil 
erroneous beyond idolatry, must have been his notions 
of the Supreme Being! For surely the \)ooy heathen 
who represents to himself the divine attributes of wisdom, 
justice, and mercy, under multiplied and forbidden 
symbols in the lowers of nature or the souls of extraor- 
dinar}' men, practises a su])crstition which (though at 
once the cause and elFect of blin(hiess and sensuality) is 
less incompatible with inward piety and tnie religious 
feeling than the creed of that man, who in the s]>irit of 
the practice, though not in direct words, loses sigiit of all 
these attributes, and substitutes 'instead of the adoptive 
and cheerful boldness, which our new alliance with G(h1 
re<|uircs,' a • senile and thrall-like fear.'* Such fear- 
ridden and thence angry believers, or rather acquies- 
cents, would do well to re-i^eruse the book of Job, and 



• iVi7//m, Of Jtefm^ation in Engfand^ B. i. iuh initio. " For in 
very deed, the Hiijicrxtitious ronn by hlR good wiU ifi an AthciMt ; bat 
being s-ared from thence by the ]tanp« and irilHss of a boiling eon* 
■cience, aU in a padtler <ihtifflcfi up to hiinnclf such a God and nuch a 
worNhip aa ia mo^t agreoildc to remedy bin fear : which fear of bin 9f 
alao bin bojie, fixed only upon the flesh, rendcm likewine the wbolf 
faculty of bii appreheniiion carnal ; and all the inwurd acta of wonhip 
iasuing from the native Ktrengtb of the aoul, run ont Uriably to the 
upper akin, and there harden into a cruat of formality. Henee men 
came to scan the Rcri)iiurc«i by the letter, and in the eorenaot of oor 
redemption magnified the external ngoa mon than Um qnicktsiaj; 
power of the Bpiriu"— /6m^— £<<. 
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ohscrvc tlic sentence passed by the All-just on the friends 
I of the sufferer, who had hoped, like venal advocates, to 
4 purrhasc the favour of God by uttering truths of which 
. in their own licarts they had neither conviction nor coni- 
- ])R'hcnsion. The truth fVom the lips did not atone for 
the lie in the heart, while the rashness of agony in the 
searching and l)ewildered complainant, was forgiven in 
i considerntion of his sincerity and integrity in not dis- 
, giiising the true dictates of his reason and conscience, 
, but avowing his inca]>abi1ity of solving a problem by 
: his reason, which before the Christian disix^nsation the 
Almighty was pleased to solve only by declaring it to be 
beyond the limits of human reason. Having insensibly 
passed into a higher and more serious style than I had 
first intended, I will venture to appeal to these self- 
obscurants, whoso faith dwells in the land of the shadow 
of darkness, these papists without a pope, and protestants 
who protest only against all protesting ; and will appeal 
to them in words which yet more immediately concern 
them as Christians, in the hoiH3 that they will lend a 
fearless ear to the learned apostle, when he both assures 
and labours to jxirsuade them that they were called in 
Christ to all perfectness in sjiiritual knowlwlge and full 
nssurance of imderstanding in the mystery of God. 
There can be no end without means : and God furnishes 
no means that exempt us fi-om the task and duty of 
joining our own best endeavours. The original stock, or 
wild olive tree of our natural powers, was not given us to 
be bunied or blighted, but to bo graflcd on. We arc not 
only not forbidden to examine and propose our doubts, 
so it be done with humility and proceed from a real 
desire to know the truth; but we are rcixiatedly com- 
A^anded so to do: and with a most unchristian spirit 
niust that man have read tVi^ ipwjRs^u^^asfia^^ he can 
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interpret any ono Mntcnco u having for ita object 
cxcnso a too nnmcroas cIom, who, to tue tho words 
St. Au^stinc, qiiantnt turn ut fiiUm wd ut inftdtUta 
mnnittttt; — snch u examine not to find reauna for fk 
bnt pretexts for infidclitjr. 
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ty Such is the iniquity of men, tlwit Oiey suck in o^'inions 08 wiM a.<sS04 

Ij do the wind, without diHtiuguiiihiD;; the whoIei>oiue Iroiu the corrupted 

ill 4 air, and then live uik>q it at a rentnre : and when all their coufideooe 
is built u|H>n seal and luiHtakc, yet therefore tiecnusc they are acalous 
and mistaken, they are im|>atient of cuntiudiction. — Jshkmt Tatlok.* 

" If," observes tlie clcKiuent bisliop in tlio work, from 
which my motto is selected, " au opinion plainly and 
directly brinp^s in a crime, sis if a man i)rcaclics treason 
or sedition, his opinion is not his excuse. A man is 
nevertheless a traitor because he believes it lawful to 
commit treason ; and a man is a murtherer if he kills 
^ his brother unjustly, although he should think that he 
was doing God good service thereby, blatters of fact arc 
equally judicable, whether the principle of them bo from 
within or from without." f 

To dogmatize a crime, that is, to teach it as a doctrine, 
is itself a crime, great or small as the crime dogmatized 
is more or less palpably so. " You say," said Sir John 
Cheke, addressing himself to the i)apists of his day, 
" that you rebel for your religion. First tell me, what 
religion is that which teaches you to rebel." As my 
objcci. in the present section is to treat of tolerance and 
intolerance in the public bearings of opinions and their 
projmgation, I shall embrace this op^)ortunity of selecting 

* Hpi»t. Dedicat. to the Liberty of Prophesying. Vol. vii. p. 409. 
f Liberty of Propb. •• \^.— Ed. 
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the two pa8sa<^cs, wliich I have been lon*^ inclined to 
consider as the most eloquent in our English litei*nturc, 
tl)our;h each in a very dilFercnt style of elo<]uence, as 
indeed the authors were as dissimilar in their hias, if not 
in their faith, as two bisho]Ks of the same church can 
well Ikj supiwsed to have been. I think too, I may 
venture to a(ld, that both the extracts will be new to a 
vcn' great majority of my readers. For the length I 
make no a]>olog}'. It was \^art of my plan to allot two 
dssays of The Friend, tlie one to a selection from our 
prose writers, and the other from our ixKjts ; but in both 
cases from works that do not occur in our ordinary 
reading. 

The following jmssages are both on the same subject ; 
— the first from Jeremy Taylor ; — the second from 
Bishop Bedell. 

1. The rise and progress of a controversy, from tlie 
siHJculative opinion of an individual to the revolution or 
intestine war of a nation. 

" Tiiis is one of the inso))anible characters of a heretic ; 
he sets his whole connnunion and all his charity upon 
his article ; for to Ikj zealous in the schism, that is the 
characteristic of a good man, that is his note of Ciiristi- 
anity ; in all the rest he excuses you or tolerates you, 
provided you be a true Wlievcr ; then you arc one of the 
faithful, a good man and a )»rccious, you are of the con- 
gregation of the saints, and one of the godly. All 
solifidians do thus ; and all that do thus are solifidians, 
the church of Rome herself not excepted ; for though in 
words she j^roclaims the pi»ssil)ility of keei)ing all the 
commandments ; yet she dis]x;nses easier with him that 
breaks them all, than with him that speaks one word 
against any of her articles, though but the least ; even 
the eating of fish and forbidding flesh in Lent So that 
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it 1ft faith they regard more than charity^ a right belief 
more than a holy life ; and for this yon diall be with 
them uiK)n terms easy enoagh, prorided yon go not a 
hair*s hreadth from any thing of her Ix^lief. For if you 
do, tlicy have provided for you two deaths and two fires, 
both inevitable and one eternal. And this certainly in 
one of the greatest evils, of which the church of Rome is 
guilty : for this in itself is tlie greatest and nnworthiest 
uncharitableness. But the procedure is of great use to 
their ends. For the greatest part of Christians are 
those that cannot consider tilings leisurely and wisely, 
soan*hing their bottoms and discovering tlieir causes, or 
foreseeing events which are to come after ; but arc car* 
rieil away by fear and hoiK), by affection and preixisscs- 
sion: and therefore the Roman doctors are careful to 
govern them as they will be governed. If you dispute, 
you gain, it may be, one, and lose five : but if you 
threatim them with damnntitm, you keep them in fetters; 
for they that are m frar of death, are all their lifetime in 
hofiflftf/e,* saitli the aix)stlc : and there is in the world 
nothing so ]K)tcnt as fear of the two deaths which are 
tlic two anns and grapples of iron by which the churcii 
of Rome takes and kcc[»s her tiiuoroas or conscientious 
proscl}'tos. The easy protestant calls ui)on you from 
Scripture to do your duty, to build a holy life uix>n a 
iioly fuitl), the faitii of the a}K)stIcs and first disciples of 
our Jiovd ; he tells you if you err, and teaches ye the 
truth ; and if ye will obey, it is well, if not, he tells you 
of your sin, and that all sin deserves the wrath of God ; 
but judges no man's person, much less any states of men. 
He knows that Ood*s judgments are rigliteous and true ; 
but he knows also, that his mercy absolves many per- 

• H«b. U. 15, 
roL, u ^ 
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sons, who, in his just judgment, were condemned : and 
if he had a warrant from God to saj, tiiat he should 
destroy all the papists, as Jonas had concerning tho 
Ninevitcs ; yet he remembers that every reiwntancc, if it 
be sincere, will do moi*e, and prevail greater, and last 
longer than God's anger will. Besides these things, 
Uiere is a strange spring, and secret principle in every 
man's understanding, tliat it is oftentimes turned about 
by such impulses, of which no man can give an account. 
But we all remember a most wonderful instance of it 
in the disputation between the two Rc}'noldses, John 
and William ; the former of wliich being a papist, and 
the latter a protestant, met and disputed, with a purpose 
to confute and to convert each other. And so they did : 
for those arguments which were used, prevailed ftilly 
against tlieir adversary, and yet did not prevail with 
themselves. The pa[)i8t turned protestant, and the pro- 
testant became a papist, and so remained to their dying 
day. Of which some ingenious ^x^rson gave a most hand- 
some account in the following excellent epigram : — 

Beila infer geminoi ptutquam civilia fratrt» 

Traxerat ambiguuM religionia apex. 
lUe reformatce fidei pro pardltua inttcU ; 

lite reformandam denegat eMefidem, 
PropoaitU cautn rationibutf alter uJrinque 

CoHCurrert paren, et cecidere pares. 
Quodfuit in votis, fratrem eapit alter uterqui; 

Quod fuit in fattt, pentit uterque /idem, 
Captivi gernini sine cajttiranfe fuerutU^ 

£t victor victi trantfuga cattra petit. 
Quod genut hoc pugnn est, ubi vietHS gaudet uttrquif 

£t tamtn alttruter wt iuperatte doUt t 

"But further yet, he considers the natural and regular 
infirmities of mankind ; and God considers them much 
more ; he knows that in man there is nothing admirable 
but his ignorance and weakness ; his prejudice, and tho 
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infullibic certainty of being deceived in many things : he 
sees that wicked men oftentimes know mnch more than 
many very good men ; and that the understanding is not 
of itself considerable in morality, and effects nothing in 
rewards and punishments : it is the will only that rules 
man and can obey God. lie sees and deplores it, that 
many men study hard and understand little ; that tiicy 
dispute earnestly and understand not one another at all ; 
that affections creep so certainly, and mingle with their 
arguing, that the argument is lost, and notliing remains 
but the conflict of two adversaries* affections ; that a 
man is so willing, so easy, so ready to believe what 
makes for his opinion, so hard to understand an argn* 
ment against himself, that it is plain it is the principle 
within, not the argument without^ that determines him. 
He observes also tliat nil the world (a few individuals 
excepted) are unalterably determined to the religion of 
their country, of their family, of their society ; that there 
is never any considerable change made, but what is made 
by war and empire, by fear and hope. lie remembers 
that it IS a rare thing to see a Jesuit of the Dominican 
opinion, or a Dominican (until of late) of the Jesuit ; 
but ever)' order gives laws to the undersUmding of their 
novices, and tlicy never ciiangc. He considers there is 
such ambiguity in words, by wliich all lawgivers express 
their meaning ; tlmt there is such abstniseness in myste- 
ries of religion, that some things are so much too high 
for us, that we cannot understand them rightly ; and yet 
they are so sacred, and conceniing, tlmt men will think 
they arc bound to Ux)k into them, as far as they can ; 
that it is no wonder if they quickly go too far, where no 
understanding, if it were fitted for it, could go far 
enough ; but in these things it will be hai*d not to be 
deceived, since o\ir vjot^ia <»3MiQ\. \v^\nX>j ^-s^iwisa those 
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thinji^s ; that there is such variety of human under- 
Rtcindin^S that men*8 faces difl'er not so much as their 
souls ; and that if tlicrc were not so much dilliculty in 
thinji^s, yet they could not hut he variously a))i)reheDded 
hy several men. And hereto he considers, that in twenty 
o])inions, it may he that not one of them is tiiio ; nay, 
whereas Varro rc*ckoncd that amonj^ the old ])hiloso[)hcr8 
there were ei'jlit hundreil ojunions conceniinj^ the Hvrnmum 
Imnnn^ that yet not one of tliem hit tiic ri^ht. lie sees 
also that in all reli^cions, in all societies, in all families, 
and in all thiuf^s, opinions diifer ; and since opinions arc 
t4K) often l>ef(ot hy jiassion, hy ]>a8sions and violence they 
are kept; and ever}' man is tooaj»t to over\'aluc his own 
opinion ; and out of a desire that every man should 
confonn his jud;^uent to his that teaches, men arc apt 
to he earnest in their persuasion, and overact the pro- 
])ORition ; and from l>cing true os he supiH)scs, he will 
think it profitahle; and if you warm him either with 
confidence or op]>osition, he quickly tells you it is nc- 
i*cssar}' ; and as he loves those that think as he docs, so 
he is ready to hate them that do not ; and then secretly 
from wishing evil to him, he is apt to helieve evil will 
C4»me to hiu) ; and that it is just it should ; and hy this 
time the opinion is trouhksome, and puts other men 
u]ion their f^iard against it; and then while passion 
rci^s, and reason is modest and patient, and talks not 
loud like a stonn, victorj' is more rej^mknl than trutli, 
and men call (ji(k1 into the party, and his jud;^nents are 
usc*d for ar;:umcnts, and the thre.itcninjjsof the Scripture 
are snatched up in haste, and men thixiw arrows, fire- 
hrands, and death, and hy this time all the world is in an 
n])roar. All this, and a thousand things more the English 
jirotestants considering deny not their communion to any 
rhristion who desires it, and believes the apontles' creeds 
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ind i8 of the religion of the first four general councils ; 
tliey ho\yQ well of all that livo well ; they receive into 
their bosom all true belieTers of what church soever ; and 
for thcni that err, they instruct them, and then leave 
thom to their liberty, to stand or fall before Uieir own 
master."* 

2. A doctrine not the less safe for being Uie more 
uharitnble. 

"Clirist our lionl hath given us, amongst others, two 
infallible notes to know the church. JIi/ nhtep^ saith he, 
hrar my voire :\ and again, /j»y //di^ shall all tnen know 
ihat i/e arr my diHcipkn^ if ye have love one to another. J — 
What ! shall we stand u|K)n conjectural arguments from 
that which men say? We are {virtiid to ourselves, 
malignant to oiu* opposites. Let Christ be heard who l»c 
his, who not. And for the hearing of his voice — that 
it might be the issue I But I see you decline it, therefore 
I leave it also for the ])resent. That other is that which 
now I stand uiK>n, — * the badge of Christ's sheep.' Not 
[i likelihood, but a certain token whereby ever)' man may 
know them : by Uu\ stiith he, shall all men know thai ye 
nre 7ny diaripleSy if ye have charily one toicanh another, — 
Thanks l>e to God, this mark of our Siiviour is in us 
which you with our schismatics and other enemies want. 
As Solomon found the true mother by her natural affec- 
tion, that chose rather to yield to her adversar)''8 plea, 
claiming her child, than endure that it should l>e cut in 
[>ieces ; so may it soon be found at this day whether is 
the true mother. Ours, that saith, give her the living 
L^hild and kill him not; or yours, that if she may not have 
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it, 18 content it be killed rather than want of her will. 
* Alas I* (saith ours even of those that leave her) * these 
be my children 1 1 have borne them to Christ in baptism : 
I have nourished them as I could with mine own breasts, 
his testaments. I would have brou<::ht them up to 
man's cstiitc, as their free birth and parentage deserves. 
ANTicther it ha their lightness or discontent, or her 
enticing words and gay shews, they leave me : they have 
found a better mother. Ijct them live yet, though in 
l)ondage. I shall have (latience; I permit the care of 
them to their father ; I beseech him to keep them that 
they do no evil. If they make their peace with him, I 
am satisfied : they have not hurt me at all.' • Nay,' but 
saith yours, ' I sit alone as queen and mistress of Christ's 
family, he that hath not mo for his mother, cannot have 
God for his Mher. Jlinc therefore arc these, either bom 
or adopted ; and if they will not be mine they shall be none.' 
So without exi)ecting Christ's sentence she cuts with tho 
temporal sword, hangs, bums, draws, those that sho 
perceives inclined to leave her, or have left her already. 
So sho kills with the spiritual sword those that aro 
subject not to her, yea, thousands of souls that not only 
have no means so to do, but many which never so much 
as have heard whether there Ikj a poix) of Rome or no. 
Ijet our Solomon Ikj judge iKjtwecn them, yea, judge you, 
Mr. AVaddcsworth I more seriously and maturely, not by 
guesses, but by the very mark of Christ, which wanting 
yourselves you have unawares discovered in us : judge, I 
say, without passion and partiality, according to Christ's 
word, which is his flock, which is his churcli."* 

* Letter to a friend who had deserted the Chareh of Bnglnod lor 
that of Home. —JSif. 
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ro/io0(r«vrra. PUUOm 

For &11 things that regard the well-being Mid jottiee of a tUte are 
pre-ordained and established in the nature of the indiTidoal. Of tbeM 
it bchorcs that the merely haroan (the temporal and flaxional) shovld 
l>e referred and suboniinatcd to the dirine in man, and tlie dirine in 
like manner to the Su])rerae Mind, so however that the state is not to 
regulate its actions by reference to any particular form and fra;;ment 
of Tirtue, bat must fix its eje on that rirtue, which is the abiding 
spirit and (as it were) tubttrtUiim in all the rirtoesi as on a law that 
is itself legislatiTe. 

It were absurd to suppose, that individuals should be 
under a law of moral obligation, and yet tliat a million 
of the same individuals acting collectively or through 
represcntativcis should bo exempt from all law : for 
morality is no accident of human nature, but its essential 
characteristic. A being altogether without morality is 
either a beast or a fiend, accordingly as we conceive this 
want of conscience to be natural or self-produced ; a mere 
negation of goodness, or the consequence of rebellion to 
it. Yet were it possible to conceive a man wholly 
immoral, it would remain im]X)ssible to conceive him 
without a moral obligation to bo otherwise; and none, 
but a madman^ will imagine that the essential qualities 
of any thing can \)^ «X\jct^ Vj V\a Viw»«xmi^ i^eii of an 
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nggTc;;atc ; that a j^in of corn, for instance, sluil) ccanj 
to contain flour, as ttoon as it w jnirt of a iXH:k or bushel. 
It is tlicrcforc pronndcd in the nature of tlie lhin<;, and 
not b}' a mere lictioti of tiic minil, that wiw men, who 
have KTittun on the luw »t nntionx, conti^mjilutc tho 
HOTcrul states of tho civiliy^d world, as so many indivi- 
duals and cfpially with the latter iindyr a ninnil obliga- 
tion to exercise their free (iKoncy within sueh Iwuiids, ns 
render it cnni[)atil>lG with the cxiKtenec of I'rce ngoiify in 
dthcn*. Vtc may represent tii oiinwlves tliis on<;inal free 
ap;ncy, ns a riy:lit of coinnicn, the fonnntion of KC]»nralo 
KtatM as an indnsurc of thiH cuminon, tho allntincnts 
Bwanleil ticvcrally to the co-iiroiirittore as constituting 
national ri'^^'hts, and the law uf nations an the eommon 
rcftifter odice of their title deeds. Itnt in all niondity, 
llion;;h tlie iirindjile, wliicli is the abiding siiirii of tlio 
law, runuiiiis j»cr|K>lnid and unaltered, oveu as that 
Sn|irenie Reason in wiiitni and from whom it lias its 
Ifcin^, yet the letter of the law, tlail is, the a]i|ilicjilion of 
it to imrtitidar instjinccs, am! the mode of realizinf; it in 
actual ]imcticc, must bo m(Klific<l by the existin;; cireum- 
t^tanees. What we should desire to do, tliu conscience 
alone will inform ns j but how and when we arc to make 
the attimiit, and to whnl extent it is in onr ])owcr to 
occomiilihli it, arc <incs-,ions for tlie jnd;;iiicnt, nnd 
nKjuire iin acrpiaintaneo with facts and their lieiirings on 
cacli other. Thence the ini|irovenicnt of our jndfoncnt, 
and the increase of onr knowled;;c, on all subjects 
included within our sphcro of action, are not merely 
advanta;:^ recommendul by prudence, but absolut« 
duties iinjioKcd on us by conscience 

As the cin;umfitanccs then, under which men act an 
statesmen, arc diirerent from those under which they act 
u indiTiduals, a proportionato dificrcncc must be e\])cct«d 
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in t])c practical rules by which their public conduct is to 
be determined. I^et mc not bo misunderstood : I speak 
of A ditreiXMice in the practical rules, not in the moral law 
itself, the means of administering in particular casos and 
under priven circumstances, which it is the sole object of 
these rules to point out. The spirit continues one and 
tlie same, thou;;li it may vary its form acconlinpf to tlio 
element into which it is trans|)ortcd. Tins difTcrcncc 
with its p^)und8 and consec|Ucnccs it is the province of 
the philosophical publicist to discover and display: and 
exactly in tliis iK)int (I s])eak with unfeip^ned diflldcncc) 
it aii]>ears to me that the writers on the law of nations,* 
whose works I luive had the opjwrtunity of studying, 
liave l>een least successful. 

In what docs the law of nations differ from the laws 
enacted by a ])articular state for its own subjects? The 
solution is evident. The law of nations, considered apart 
from the common ]>rinciplc of all morality, is not fixed or 
l)ositivc in itself, nor sup]»licd with any rej^ular means of 
bein^i: enforced. Like those duties hi private life which, 
for the same reasons, moralists have entitled im]x;rfcct 
duties (though the most atrocious f^iilt may be involved 
in the omissi<m or violation of them,) the law of nations 
api^eals only to the conscience and prudence of tlic 
jmrties concerned. AVhercin then docs it differ from the 
moral laws which the reason, considered as conscience, 

• GrotiuR, Bynkcrschock, PnflTendorf, Wolfe, and Vuttcl ; to whcMie 
works I inufit ndil, iim coiiiprtning whatever is most vsiluahle in the 
prcccOing aiilhorM, with inuny iroi>orUiiit impntrernciitfi and additional, 
Hobiniion'H Ut'|K)rtR of CaneH in the Adininilty Court, under Sir W. 
Soott : to wliom iiitemutional law is under no les^ ohligrition than the 
law of commfTcial proceedin^rs was to the lato Lord Mansfield. As I 
have ncrer Keen Str W. Scott, nor citiicr l>y myself or my ooiincctions 
eigoy the honour of the remotcMt acquaintance with him. I trust that 
even by thoHO who ma>| vWwiW n\y oyinion erroneous, I shall not at 
JoMl bo Buspccled oi mUuXAouaX ^»x.Vrt>| . \xA1 , 
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dictates for tlic conduct of individuals? Tliis is a more 
difficult question ; but my answer would be determined 
by, and groundc<l on, the obvious differences of the cir- 
cumstances in the two cases. Remember then, that we 
arc now reasoning, not as sophists or system-mongers, 
but OS men anxious to discover what is right in order 
that w*e may practise it, or at least give our suffrage and 
the influence of our opinion in recommending its practice. 
We must therefore confine the question to those coses, in 
which honest men and real imtriots can suppose any con- 
troversy to exist between real patriotism and common 
honesty. The objects of the patriot are, that his coun- 
trymen should, as fur as circumstances pennit, enjoy 
what the Creator designed for the enjo}Tnent of animals 
endowed with reason, and of course that they should 
have it in their jx)wer to develop those faculties which 
were given them to be developed. lie would do his best 
that ever}' one of his countrymen should jwssess whatever 
all men may and should possess, and tliat a sufficient 
number should be enabled and encouraged to acquire 
those excellencies which, though not necessary or ix)ssible 
for all men, are yet to all men useful and honourable. 
He knows that patriotism itself is a necessar}' link in the 
golden chain of our affections and virtues, and turns 
away with indignant scorn from the false philosophy or 
mistaken religion, w*hich would persuade him that cos- 
mopolitism is nobler than nationality, the human race a 
sublimer object of love than a i)eo})le ; and that Plato, 
Luther, Newton, and their equals, fonned themselves 
neither in the market nor the senate, but in the world, 
and for all men of all ages. True I But where, and 
among whom are these giant exceptions produced ? In 
the wide empires of Asia, where millions of human beings 
acknowledge no other bond but \.Vii^\»Ql ^^:A\fissk<sic^^cs:\^iR^^ 
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and arc distinp^ishcd on the map but by a name which 
Uicrosclvcs pcrhai)8 ncTcr heard, or hearing ahhor ? No ! 
in a circle defined by human aflfections, tlie first firm sod 
within whicli becomes sacred beneath the qnickened step 
of tlie returning citizen; — here, where the powers and 
interests of men spread witliont confusion through a 
common sphere, like the vibrations propagated in the air 
by a single voice, distinct yet coherent, and all uniting 
to express one thought and the same feeling; — here, 
where even the common soldier dares force a passage for 
his comrades by gathering up the bayonets of the enemy 
into his own breast, because his country expected every 
mmi to do his duty, and this not after he has been 
hardened by habit, but^ as probably in his first battle ; 
not reckless or hopeless, but braving death from a keener 
sensibility to those blessings which make life dear, to 
those qualities which render himself worthy to enjoy 
tliem ; — here, where the royal crovra is loved and wor- 
shii)i)ed as a glory around the sainted head of freedom ; — 
where the nistic at his ])lough whistles with equal enthu* 
siasm, " God save the King," and " Britons never shall 
be slaves," or, perhaps, leaves one thistle unweeded in his 
garden, because it is the s}inbol of his dear native land ;* 

* I cannot here rcfune myself the pleasure of recording a speech of 
the ]H>et Uuniis related to me by the lady to whom it waa addreaiwd. 
HaTing been aaked by her, why in his more serious poems he had not 
changed the two or three Scotch words which seemed only to disturb 
the purity of the style, — the poet with great sweetness, and bit 
usual happiness in reply, answered that in truth it would hkrt beoa 
better, but— 

The rough bar*thi8tle spreading wide 

Amang the bearded bear, 
I turii*d the weedcr-cli))s aside 

An' spar*d the symbol dear. 

An AQthor may be allowed to quote from his own poems, when ho 
doef it with u much mo^caX^ vA UXVdVi aa Bums did in this instaaoe. 
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— here, from within this circle defined, as liglit by 
shade, or rather as lij^lit witliin light, by its intensity, — 
here alone, and only within these majjic circ^les, rise up 
the awful spirits, whose words arc oracles for mankind, 
whose love cnibnices all countries, and whose voice 
sounds throuj^h all aj^es ! Here, and here only, may we 
confidently exjicct those mijijhty minds to Ikj reared and 
ripened, whose names arc naturalized in foreij^ lands, 
the sure fellow-travellers of civilization, and yet render 
their own countr}' dearer and more proudly dear to their 
o^vn countr}*men. This is indeed cosmopolitism, at once 
the nnrsclinjj and the nurse of ])atriotic aflcction. This, 
and this alone, is genuine phihinthn>py, which like the 
olive tree, sacred to concord and to wisdom, fattens not 
exhausts the soil, from which it sprang, and in which it 
remains rooted. It is feebleness only which cannot l)C 
generous witliout injustice, or just witlu»ut ceasing to Ikj 
generous, h tlie morning star less brilliant, or does a 
ray less fall on the golden fruitage of the earth, because 
the moons of Siitum too feed their lamps from the same 
sun? p]vcn Germany, — though curst with a base and 
hateful brood of nobles and i>rincelings, cowardly and 
ravenous jackals to the very flocks entrusted to them as 
to shepherds, who hunt for the tiger and whine and wag 
their tails fi>r his bldody olFal — even Gennany, the ever- 
changing lK)undaries of which su})erannuate the last 
year*8 map, and are altered as e<isily as the hurdles of a 
temporar}' sheei)-f<)ld, is still remembered with filial love 
and a |mtriot's pride, when the thoughtful German hears 
the names of Luther and Leibnitz. Ah I why, he sighs, 
why for herself in vain should my countrj* have produced 
such a host of immortal minds! Yea, even the \XH)r 
enslaved, degraded, and barbarized Greek can still )K>int 
to the harbour of Tenedos, and say, — *' There lay our 
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fleet when wc were besief^ng Tror * Reflect a moment 
on the past hiKtorr of this wondetful people. Wlimt were 
they while they remained free and indeiiendent, — wlicn 
Grceoe rescmhled a collection of mirrora set in a single 
frame, each having its own fcMms of patriotiMn, yet all 
capahle, as at Mamthon and Platea, of conrerging to one 
point and of eonsoniing a common foe ? Wliat were tliey 
then ? Tlie fountains of liglit and civilization, of tmth 
and of lieauty, to all mankind ! they were tlic Uiinking 
bead, the beating heart, of tlie whole world! Tliey loKt 
their imleiicndcncc, and with tlieir indej^ndence tlieir 
pntnotihiu; and became tlie cosmopolites of antiquity. 
It has llc<^n trulv observed bv the author of the work for 
which Palm was munlercd, that, after tlie finst acts of 
seven tv, the Romans treated the Greeks not onlv more 
mildly than their other slaves and dc))endanbs but be- 
havcil to thcin even affcctionatelv and with munificence. 
The victor nation felt reverentially the presence of tlie 
visible and invisible deities tliat gave sanctity to eveiy 
grove, every fountain, and even* forum. ** Think," (writes 
Plinv to one of his friends) "tliat vou are sent into tlie 
province of Achaia, that tnie and genuine Greece, where 
civilization, letters, even com, arc believed to liave been 
discoventl ; that vou are sent to administer the affaire 
of free states, tliat is, to men eminently free, who have 
rctainetl their natural right by valour, by services, by 
friendship, lastly by tnaty and by religion. Revere the 
gods their founders, the sacred influences represented in 
tluise gixls ; revere their ancient glory and this veiy old 
age which in man is venerable, in cities sacred. Cherish 
in thyself a reverence of antiquity, a reverence for their 
great exploits, a reverence even for their fables. Detract 
nothing from the liberty, or the dignity, or even tlic pre - 
tensions of any elLatA \ Ve^^Xyil^x^ \k^^ ^^q& that this is 
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the land which sent ns our insiitations, which gave ns 
our lawR, not after it was Bubjngatcd, but in compliance 
with our petition."* And wliat came out of these men, 
who were eminently free without patriotism, because 
without national indc|)endence ? (wliicli eminent freedom, 
however, Pliny himself, in the very next sentence, styles 
the shadow and residuum of liberty.)! Wliile they were 
intense patriots, they were the benefactors of all mankind, 
legislators for the very nation that afterwards subdued 
and enslaved them. Wlicn, therefore, they Inicame pure 
cosmopolites, and no partial affections inteiTupted their 
philanthropy, and when yet they retained their countrj', 
their language, and their arts, what noble works, what 
mighty discoveries may we not ex|)ect from them ? If 
the applause of a little city, the firet-rate to^\•n of a 
country not much larger than Yorkshire, and the encou- 
ragement of a Pericles, produced a Phidias, a 8o])hocles9 
and a constellation of other stars scarcely inferior in 
gloiy, what will not the api)lausc of the world effect, and 
the boundless munificence of the world's imperial masters ? 
Alas I no Sophocles apix^arcd, no Phidias was bom ; in- 
dividual genius fled with national independence, and the 
best products were cold and lal)orious copies of what 
their fathers had thought and invented in grandeur and 
majesty. At length nothing remained, but dastardly and 
conning slaves ^vho avenged their own ruin and degrada- 
tion by assisting to degrade and niin their conquerors ; 
and the golden harp of their divine language remained 
only as the frame on which priests and monks spun their 
dirty cobwebs of sophistry and superstition I 
If then in order to be men wo must be patriots, and 
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patriotism cannot exist without national indcixmctcnoe^ 
we need no new or )Nirticular code of morals to justify us 
in placin<^ and prescrvin^^ our countiy in that rclatiTO 
situation wliich is most favourable to its independence. 
But the true jmtriot is aware that tliis object is not to 
be acsXtrnph'slicd bj a system of general conquest, such 
as was purHued by Philip of ilaccdon and his son, nor 
yet by the ix>litical annihilation of the one state, which 
hapi)ens to l>e its most formidable rival; — the unwise 
measure recommended by Cato, and carried into effect 
by the Romans in the instance of Carthage. Not by the 
latter ; — for rivalr}' between two nations conduces to the 
inde|X2ndcnce of both, calls forth or fosters all the virtues 
by which national security is maintained ; — and still less 
by the former ; for the victor nation itself must at length, 
by the very extension of its own conquest, sink into a 
mere province; nay, it will most probably become the 
most abject ])ortiou of tlie em])irc, and the most cruelly 
oppressed, both because it will be more feared and 
sus|)ected by the common tyrant, and because it will be 
the sink and centre of his luxur}' and corruption. Even 
in cases of actual injury and just alarm the })atriot sets 
bounds to tlic reprisal of national vengeance, and contents 
himself with such securities as are compatible with the 
welfare, thougli not with tlie ambitious projects of tlie 
nation, the aggressions of wliicli had given the provoca- 
tion : for as patriotism inspires no 6U[)er-human faculties, 
neither can it dictate any conduct which would require 
such. lie is too conscious of his own ignorance of the 
future, to dare extend his calculations into remote 
periods; nor, because he is a statesman, arrogates to 
himself the cares of Providence and the government of 
the world. How does he know, but that the very 

indepcndenco un^ ^t^sK^^csaLt virtues of the nation, 

\ 
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wliich in the anp^cr of cowanlicc he would fain reduce to 
absolute insignificance, and wh even of its ancient name, 
may in some future emergence be the destined guardians 
of his own country; and that tlie jwwer which now 
alanns, may hercatler ])rotect and jH-cserve it ? The expe- 
rience of history autliorizes to believe not only in tho 
possibility, but even tlie probability, of such an event. 
An Amcricjm commander,* who has deserved and 
received the highest honoui*8 which his grateful countrj*, 
through her assembled rcprcsenUitives, could Iwstow 
uix>n him, onc*e said to me with a sigh : ** In an evil hour 
for my countiy did the French and Spaniards abandon 
liouisiana to the United States. We were not suffi- 
ciently a country Ixjfore: and should we ever be mad 
enough to drive the English from Canada and her other 
North American provinces, we shall soon cease to bo 
a country at all. "Without local attachment, without 
national honour, we shall resemble a swarm of insects 
that settle on the fruits of the earth to corru])t and con- 
sume them, rather than men who love and cleave to tho 
land of their forefathers. After a sha])eless anarchy and 
a scries of civil wai*s, we shall at last be fonned into 
many countries; unless the vices engendered in the 
l>rocess should demand further punishment, and we 
should previously fall beneath the desi>otism of some 
military adventurer, like a lion consumed by an inward 
disease, prostrate and helpless lieneath the beak and 
talons of a vulture, or yet meaner bird of prey.*" f 

• Decatur. -£(2. t 8m Tabl« Talk, p. 168, Sad «dit—Af, 
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*0| n flip frpht rhp rou SXov wXovrw, (mWop 8« wplbs r\ ^dtrratrfUL 

8f vyta, rovro j^atfiov icol c6i>op rl to^turOliffrrtu' rwf tk iXKttv Kurw 
7f Af 6 irohiTwht. Tavr^v riip ulrlay XPh ^cb^w tov /<^r« &AAo icaAor, 
^^Tf rii irf>5s T^y r<{A(fioy /xfToAov^firMy atricf ty rjis ir<{A(if, rwr voAitmv 

ficv oOy «vTo&s ov Ac'toi/a* Ib^ r^ iropolvai' BwrrvxMf off >« irctTKif iWk 
/3iov vf lycMTi TJ)y if'i'XV &<i '''h*^ atniiP Sit^t A0C(ir. 

Plato. • 

Whatever study or doctrine bean upoa the wenlth of the whole, axj 
rather on a certain phantom of a Rtato in the whole, which it every 
whei-e anil no where, thiH shall be dc'cnicd must aseful and wise ; and 
all clbe is the stAtc*craft8roaD'8 scorn. This wo dare pronounce the 
cause why nations torpid on their di;;nity in general, conduct their 
wars so litilc in a grand and maKiianimous spirit, while the citizens are 
too often wretched, though endowed with high capabilities by nature. 
How wiy you ? Nay, how should I not call them wretched, m-bo are 
under the uni denting necessity of wasting away their life in the mere 
Mcarcli after the means of supporting it ? 

Is tlic preceding essay I treated of what may be 
wisely desired in respect to our forcij;^ relations. Tlie 
same Rauity of mind will the tnic ixitriot display in all 
that rejrai-ds the internal prosperity of his countr}'. lie 
will reverence not only whatever tends to make the com- 
I)onent indivi(hials more liappy, and more worthy of 
happiness; hut likewise whatever tends to bind them 
more closely together as a jxiople ; — that as a multitude 



* De LegibiUy viii. — The Greek is cLicfly Uken from the beginning 
of this lK>ok of the Laws ; but it is not taken consecutively ; some of 
the expressions aro from other parts of Tlato, and iome seem to be the 
Author** owu.-'i^d. 

roL. I. '^ 
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of parts and functions make u]) one human body, so the 
whole multitude of his countrymen may, by the visible 
and invisible influences of religion, lan^agc, laws, 
customs, and the reci|»n>cal deiHindoncc and rc-action of 
trade and a^^riculture, l)e orj^iinised into one body ix>litic. 
But much as he desires to see all become a whole, he 
places limits even ti> this wish, and abhors that system of 
ix»licy wliich would blend men into a state by the dissolu- 
tion of all those virtues which make them ha])py and 
estimable as individuals. Sir James Steuart, after 
statin^c the case of the vine-dresser, who is proprietor of 
a bit of land, on which j:^in (enou;^h, and no more) is 
raise<l for himself and family, and who ])r<ividcs for tlieir 
other wants, of clothinjr, salt, <tc. by his extra labour 
as a vine-dresser, observes: — 'From this example we 
discover the diHercnce between ajrricultui'e exercised as a 
trade, and as a diixvt means of subsist iuj^. AVe have the 
two sjiecies in the vine-drcsser: he labours the vineyard 
as a trade, and his sjiot of p\mnd for subsistence. We 
may farther conclude, that as to the last i>art he is only 
useful to himself; but as to the first, he is useful to the 
society and b< iconics a member of it ; consecpiently were 
it not for his tnule the state would lose nothing;, although 
the vine-dresser and his land were both swallowed up by 
an earthquake.'* 

Now this contains the sublime i)hilosophy of the sect 
of economists. They worship a kind of non-entity under 
the different words, the state, the whole, the society, and 
so on, and to this idol they make bloodier siicrificcs 
than ever the Mexicans did to Tescalipoca. All, that is, 
each and every sentient iK'ing in a given tracts arc made 
diseased and vicious, in order tliat each may l)ecome 

• PoUi. BeoB. vol. I, t. \4.-£iik 
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nsefiil to all, or the state, or ilio sociclr, — thnl in, in the 
wor^, all, the wonl uliito, or tlio wonl society. The 
nbMinlity may be cnsily jtcrccivcd bv inuiUing Llio words 
relating to this idol — us Tor instjiuco — in n Itirincr 
l>iir;i<rmj)h of the- Niii)e (in niott rf8{tcctH^ excellent work : 
' If it thcrcfon} Iia|i|iun9 tliat nn ntlilitiimal iiumlicr jinv 
(hii^c<l do no more tliau feed thui ' ew, then 1 [x^vi'ivc 
no ikdvontn^ guiiietl from their ductiuiu'" What! 
No adniDta;^ };niuud lir, for ivc, ten thouKiuul 

)i;i|>]<y, intclli^iit, mid imiiiort lingx hiiTin^ livvn 
linnlnccd ! — yes 1 but no mlvii d to this society. — 
Wlijit is this society, this whole, sWo? Ic ii mj 
tliiniiclse Imtn wmtl nt fomeiiiL.... to exjipcss ntoncc 
liiu n^';;ro^Tito of cimfcik'nited iiulividuals living in a 
ruil^iu ilish'ici? Let tliL' Him totnl of oadi inan'n 
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his Jlakcr, goes with liis.\vifc and cliildrcn into his little 
plot — rctums to his hut at noon, and cats the produce of 
the similar labour of a fonncr day. Is he useful ? No, 
not yet. Supi>ose then,*tliat during the remaininj^ hours 
of the day he endeavoured to j^rovide for his moral and 
intellectual a])iK)tites, hy physical experiments and philo- 
fio])hical research, hy ac(iuinnj]^ knowledge for hini- 
Rclf and communicating it to his wife and childi*en. 
"Would he he useful tiicn ? lie useful! *Tiic state 
would lose nothing although the vine-dresser and ]»is 
land weixj In^th swalloweil up hy an eartlujuakc !' Well 
then, instead of devoting tlu latter half of eacli day to 
his closet, his laboratory, or to neighbourly conversation, 
8Up]K)se he goes to the vineyanl, and from the ground 
wliich would m:iintaiu in iienlth, virtue, and wisdom, 
twenty of Ins fellow-creatures, helps to raise a quantity 
of li(pior that will disease tlie bodies and debauch the 
souls of a humlivd — Is he uscfi.l now ? yes I a very 
useful man, and a most excellent citizen.* 

In what then does the law between state and state 
difler from that between mnn and man ? For hitherto 
wc seem to have discovered no variation. The law of 
nations is the law of common honesty, modified by the 
circumstances in which state's differ from individuals. 
According to my best nndei'standing, the ditferences 
may be reduced to this one jioint : that the influence 
of example in any extraordinarj' ciise, as the iwssiblc 
oa*asion of an action apjKU'cntly like, though in reality 
very ditlerent, is of considerable importance in the moral 
calculations of an individual ; but of little, if any, in 

* So in JolIie*R and Ilutcliinson*! History of Cumberland, tlie writer 
tpcaka of a small eftiatvsioan, hnd to a rural life, wbo cannot betake 
hinistlf fri*ni an indolent habit to manufkcturiog and labour l—inirifd. 
p. 89. IdSO. 
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iliose of n nation. Tlic ivnwnis nrc cviilont. In thi:\ 
first pliice, in cohcs conwniin^ wliich tlicrc can be any 
(li^IHit« Iwtneun on linnwt man and n true patriot, tlic 
vinnimstanLx-rt, wliiult at oni-c antiiorifio and diEicriininatc 
the mcaKiirc, arc bo innrk(.-<l and iictiiliur and notoriotiR, 
tliat it in incaiHililc of being (Imvn into a precedent hy 
uny other Btutc nnder diiwrnihir ciKuniHtunccN ; cxi'qit 
pcrtiaiw an a mere invtcxt for an action, wliieli had bvcn 
pivtlcterniiiiu<l witlioiit reference to Uuk oiitliority, anil 
whirli would have taken place, t!iongh it had never 
existed. But if no stmn;^ a thin;; Klionid liapiwn, as 
n Hucond txiiiicidcncc of tlic «imo circuiiiiitanci<!i, or of 
cinnnnKtiincui Hufticicntly siinilnr to render tlic i>rior 
mcannru ft fair iircccdcntj then, if tlio one action vas 
jiistiliuble, KO will tlic other Ite; and without any 
rcfyrt-ufo to the fonuer, which in this case may be 
iiKcfnl ns a li^lit, but ciiiniot be rcrpiiiiitc an an autliority. 
Secondly, ill cslnionlinar>' canes it \» ri<liciiloiii« to 
iitip|M>sc thiit (he oiiidiK-t of litate^ will be dvtennincd by 
cxniiiplc. W'c know that they neitlicr will, nor in the 
niiturc of thiiijjH cim, Iks dctcmiiiie<1 by niiy oUht con- 
sideraliim Imt Mint of the iiiiiicrioiis ciruiiniiitnnccs, 
wliicli n.'!idor a imrticular mciisiiru adviMible. Hut 
hiRtly, and mora ini)<orlimt tlinn all, individuals arc and 
nindt bo iniik-r jwRitivc InwHi and «> vcrj- uruiit in the 
lulvaiitajrc which resiiltH from the rc;rnlarity of legal 
decisions, and tlicir eoiNcquent ca]iability of bcin^ furc- 
kno«-n and ixlieil ujion, that cfpiity itself must soniotimcs 
l)C sacrificed to it. For the verj' letter of a positive hiw 
is [Kirt of its spirit, itut litates neither arc, nor can be, 
under jKisitivc laws. TIic only fixed i>art<>f the law of 
nations is the Bpirit : the letter of the law consists wliolly 
in tlic cireumsUmeuK to which the ii]>irit of the law is 
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a conntiy, as having imitated tlic vciy mcaRiircs for 
wliich it had most bhinicd its ambitious enemy, if that 
enemy had pixjvioiisly chanjje<l all the relative circum- 
t»t4mces which had existed for liim, and therefore rendered 
his conduct iuicjuitous; Imt which, liaving l)cen removed, 
liowever iniquitously, cannot without absurdity be sup 
jjosed any lon;rer to control the measures of an innocent 
nation, necessitated to stniirjrle for it« own safety ; es})e- 
cially when the measuivs in question were adoi)ted for the 
vcr)' imriK)sc of restoring those circumstances. 

There are tinies when it would be wise to regard 
[mtriotism as a light tliat is in danger of l>eing blown 
out, rather than as a fire which needs to be fanned by 
the winds of jmrty spirit. There are times when jmrty 
spirit, without any unwonted excess may yet l)ocome 
faction; and though in general not less useful than 
natural in a free goveniment, may under iwilicular 
emergencies ]»rove fatal to freedom itself. I trust I 
am writing to those who think with me, that to have 
blackene<l a ministiy, however strong or rational our 
dislike may l»c of the jKjrsons who comi)ose it, is a \h>ov 
excuse and a miscn»ble comjiensation for the crime of 
unneccssarilv blackening the character of our countn'. 
Under this conviction, I rc<piest my reader to cast his 
eve back on mv last argument, and then to favour mo 
with his ]mtient attention while ! attempt at once to 
explain its puii)ort and to show its cogency. 

Let us trans])ort ourselves in fancy to the age and 
conntry of the jiatriarchs, or, if the reader prefers it to, 
some small colonv uninfluenced bv the mother countrv, 
which has not organised itself into a state, or agi-ecd 
to acknowkilge any one ]>articular governor. AVc will 
8upiK)sc this colony to consist of from twenty to thirty 
households or se})aratc establishments, differing gix^tly 
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from cnt'li nitier in the mimlxT of rclaincrs and in citcni 
of i>i.>.-*ssiiniB. Ench household, howc^-CT, iiosswmw its 
OKTi ihiiimin, the Icnst c[|nftlly with tlic groitCKt, in fiiH 
ri.i.'hl : nvA iU masUr U mi iniIoi>ei)<Icnt HOTcrcifni wittiin 
liis own Iwiinclnrica. This miiliinl undcnitainding and 
tacit anrcemcnt wc may n"cll miiixiso to haws l>ocn tlic 
grjiihial result of many fcuils, whicli had "roduccil misery 
to nil ami real adrautago to none ; ar that tlio same 
solior mill reflecting persons, dls^n tbrmigli tlio 
iliUVrL-nt cKtablislimcnlK, w!io had br 
slalu of tiling had IikG\vif(o coincide 
of sonic other prudent and hntnanc 
from ilio nutliorily of these wise men «i 
lliey wi-rc iiuiiniiuous, and from ilie evident jtinhI R.>nsc 
of tlie ndus thenisolvcs, were afknowlc^liKtl tlmmfrhout 
till,' ")i.'lo i-.iUniy, ihoii_i;li iliuv ivltc never vniud into a 
formal liiw. llinivji llic diL/nuiiiiifiim of ilic enscs to 
which liicsL. nilo> were ii|-i.linililu. li:iil ii-t hcTii n.lnistud 
to any ivc.'piisi:il jini-e. iinr llnir enforivuuiK (k-li';r.ti-.l 
to imv jiiinii>iil:ir niii^'i.stnilc. Uf iliise vinu;d huvs, this, 
uu ni'iy safily coiu'luilu, would l.e tho v]\k-(: lliat a^ no 
m;in i'ii;:hi t.i iiiU'iiLiv in liic iillhirs of iinvIlKT airaiiisl 
his will. Ml if :iiiy iii;i>ttT of a lioascliohl. iii-te.id of otrn- 
! with the ini|>roVfm(.'iil. of hi^ own fields 
r with llie hrtiiT rejnihn 'on of his oim 
, should hu f.H.li^h and wi.'kiil cnoii^'li to 
lildren and sirvanl.s in l.rtMkin? do«-n the 
■ion of lilt land> and iiri'I-iTiy of 
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a fcllow-e-iloiiiyt. or in [liming: the lnvvl of the family 
out of his lionM% mid foivinp tlio.-c tli;it remained to 
aekiiowlud^-e iiimself as their [rovcmur instead, and to 
ohcy whouievi'r he nii^ht i^lense to aiiimiut as his dejaily 
— it ivoiil'l then heeome the duty and the interest uf the 
other eolotii.ita to juiu njainst the aLt^avwor, irad to do all 
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in tlieir jiowcr to prevent liim from accomplisliinj:^ liis 
bad pnqnises, or to connKjl liini to make restitution and 
comiKjnsation. Tlic mi;(litier tlic ag[n*c«»or, and tlic 
weaker the injured party, the more coj^cnt would the 
motive become for ivstraininj:^ the one and i)rotwtinj:f the 
other. For it wouhl l)e ]>lain tliat he who was sullcrcd 
to oveqjower, one by one, tlie weaker ja'oprietors, and 
render the members, of their estabh'slnncnt subsenient 
to In's will, must soon Ixxome an over-match for those 
who were formerly his ecjuals ; and the mightiest would 
differ from the meanest only by being the last victim. 

Tliis allegoric fable faithfully i)ortrays the law of 
nations and the balance of \k)\\ct anu»ng the Euroi>ean 
states. Let us proceed with it in the form of histor}*. 
In the second or third generation the proprietors too 
generally disrcgarded the gocnl old opinion, that what 
injured any could be of real advantage to none; and 
treated those, who still possessed it, as fit only to instruct 
children in their catechism. By the avarice of some, 
the cowardice of others, and by the coiTUption and want 
of foresight in the givater part, the fonner state of things 
had been com[»letely changed, and the tacit comi)act set 
at nought, the general acknowlcHlgment of which had 
l>een so instnnnental in jiroducing this state and in 
preser^'ing it, as l<mg as it lasted. The stronger had 
preyed on the weaker, whose wrongs, however, <lid not 
remain long unavenged. For the same selfishness and 
blindness to the future, which had induced the wealthy 
to tram])le on the right'* of the i)ooi*er pro])rietoi's, 
prevented them from assisting each other eflcctually, 
when they were themselves attacked, one after the other, 
by the most jniwerful of all ; and from a coneurrc|icc of 
circumstances atUicked so successfully, that of the whole 
colony few remained, that were not, directly or indirectly, 



ilic (Tcaturos and dcpcndcnls i>f one ovcrpwm cstaMisli- 
iiRiu. Say mtlicr, wf iu new mailer, an wlrcntnnr 
ulii>]ii ('li;iiiec ami iiororty Itad Invnglit Uiitiicr, an^I trho 
ill 1i..'ttcr times wnuld ImvG liccn ciniilorcd m tbosnine- 
j:iiil, <ir llic (>laii;:hl(;r]innsc. from IiU mowljr tcniiicr and 
Ills in-i'i-<;< u to nil the dUb tlint tciiiW to imitntre uillier 
ilic Uiiiil "V those Unit were lo be nmiiit^ncd hy iU> |>ro> 
iliicc, lly was liowcvM eminent for tlicr rinalititix^ 
wliiih ivMxi Htill better suited to i>ro >lc Im i«>wcr 
iiinniii: Ilni^o (lc<:eiii.Tsitc coloniHtsi for fcorwl neitlicr 
Cml imi' liis own conwiuuco. Tliu in solemn ontlis 
ciuilil iii>t liiiul liiin : tlic moA dqiloruM tlMuUiw nmld 
tint iiWiikL'ti his intyi and when uthoni cm it»loc]t, he 
iviis villuT liivHiiIiiiL; over Fomc sfliome of roiiiwrj' iintJ 
iiiiiriKT, nr witli n imrt <ir Ids bnitditti actiudly ciii|ilfi_vod 
in liivin'^ \v;i>ie lii^ in'iixlilHUir's iViuvs. or in uinkmiiniiij; 
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fields its improTcd implements of inclnstry, and the 
general more decent np|iearnncc of it^s nieinlwrs, to the 
informntion {riven and tlie encourajrements aironknl by 
Pamphilns and those of liis household. Whwver raised 
more tlian they wante<l for tlieir o^mi establishment, were 
rare to find a ready purchaser in Pnmphilus »^hI often- 
times for articles which they had themselves l)eeu before 
accustomed to re^ranl as worthless, or even as nuisimces ; 
and they received in return thinpt necessjin* or «;^RH;able, 
and always in one rcsiwct at least useful, that they 
roused tlie purchaser to industr}' aiul its accompnnyinj^ 
virtues. In this intcR'ommunion all were iKJuefited : for 
the wealth of Pamphilus was increased by the increasing 
industiy of his fellow-colonists, and their industr)' needed 
the supiK)rt and encourajrinjj influences of PamphiluK's 
capital. To this p^ood man and his estimable household 
Misetes lK>rc the most implacable hatred, and had )mb- 
liely swoni that he would root him out ; the only sort 
of oath which he was not likely to break by any want of 
will or cfTurt on his own i>ai L 

But fortunately for Pampliilus, his main i)roperty 
consisted of one compct estate divided from Misetes 
and the rest of the colony by a wide aiul dangerous 
river, with the exce]>tion of one small plantation which 
belonjred to an indeiKJudent prf»prletor whom wo will 
name Lathrodacnus;^ a man of no influence in the 
colony, but much a'S])ecteil by Pami»hilus. They were 
indeed relations by blcKKl <»ri*rinally, and artenvards by 
inter-marria^es ; and it was to the ])ower and pmtection 
of Pamphilus tliat Jjathrodacnus owe<l his inde])endcnco 
and prosiKsrity, amid the general distreHs and slaver/ of 
the other proprietors. Not less fortunately did it 

* DeBBUurlL— £<<• 
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hn]t]H?ii, tli:it tho mciiiu of passing the river were pos- 
^c-Mil 0Mlu.-ivi.-l)' by Piuni>liilns luitl Iiih alioTo xaen- 
ttotK'il kiiiMiiaii ■ and not oiily tiic ImkiU tiicmsolrca, but 
iill tliL- ii)L';in~ i>r coiiNtmi-tin<; and navi}^uiii|; tlicu. Aa 
the \'L'ry <.'\i-t<.iieo vf I'Utlirmlncniu^ ofl an iuilqieodcnt 
(.-olniiist, hdtl no K>lid j:^>nnd Iml in the slrcn^ and 
|iR.si>crity tj|' Pnm|ikUnH i and an "- •-' — 1» of the <mo 
in iKi iv.-jH'i'l inU.iTL-nxI will) tJiiKsc oi i oilier; Pnm- 
liliiliis I'm' -.i runiiiderjblc time rcmiiint- uitlwnit any 
aii\ii.'iy, :n:A |ixik<.^l oil tlic rircr-cnifl of Atlirodacntu 
wiili ii» litili' iilnnu, as on those of his iti cstalilifJi- 
111C11I. It •]i'\ not diwiniGt him, tlwt Li odncniu had 
remaiiicil iiiKlnU in tlic qnurrcL Kny, hi>Uf;lt many 
Hdvimtj.u-cs Mliivli in ]H.'accrii! (lines wouUi \,a\.j iK.-iuiij.'vd 
ti> I'iiiii[ilulu>. were now tfansftTFcd w his ndi;lil>onr, nnd 
hiid iii.iiu iluiii iluiililij.! tiiu cxlcut 1111(1 ]in.lil of hia 
coini-ni, I'.iiiiiiliihi-, iii-tmiil o!' ivi>hiiii^' ni iJiiis «*:i,< '^liid 
ihni witiic ;;i"«l iit li'iiM. In Millie iiilc i-anic miL of ihc 
fTi'iK'nil I'lil. llival llion was Ills surprise. wliL'n he 
ilJM'MU'rril, iliai ivilliniu any cuiiei'lviilili; ii;as..n halliru- 
dat-nu-' lia.l .■iiililiiycl liim-^'lf ill l.uil.liii^' ami collwlin;,' 
II wry iiim-iKil iiiiiiil.L'i- of Midi l«iiit^ a> luav of no use 
t.> him in hi-; liMllic, Iml disi^mM e.\i-hL-ivfly a.- lum'- 
Iinats: nnil «iial H'jis .-lill si niii^riT ami iimiv alannii'ff, 
tliiit 111- c!i..-o l.t k«'|i llii>o in a hay on ihc oilier side of 
tlio rivLT, <'|>|io>ire i<i iln- one sTiiall ]ilaii[aiion, iiloiij; 
side of raMjiiiilii-' e,^lali>, fi-..ni whii'h |ilanUiti..ii I^ilhro- 
dacnus derived ll.e niaH.ri.d> forlniildin- lliem. Williii- 
to lielicve ilii> eoniliu'i a inm.-ieni wliim of his nei;,']i- 
hour's oeca-iomil |iarlly liy liis vanity, nnd ]iiirtly by 
envy do wltii-li lalli.T jM^Mon tlic ivatit of a liiieral 
cdtieatiim. and llie not Mtllieieiitly eoiiiiireliending tlio 
proniiil.-. of his own iirop[K.riiy, had reiiderwl him 
Kubjcet) l'iiini>liilus eonteiited iiiniself for a while with 
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ui^nt yet friendly rcmonstmnces. Tlic only answer, 
which Latlmxlacnuj; ToiU'Iisatcd to rctnni, was that hy 
the law of the colony, whirh Paniphilus ha<l made ko 
many professions of reverinir, every jimprietor was an 
inde|)enclent sovcreijni within his o\ni l)onndarios; that 
the l)oats were his own, and the o]HH)site shoiv, to which 
they were fastened, jmrt of a Jield which bclon^cil to him ; 
and, in short that Pamphihis had no ri^rht to interfere 
with the manafrement of his ]>i'oiK'ily, wliicli, tritlin;; as 
it might 1k», com] wired with that of Pamphilus, was no 
less wicrcd l»v the law (»f the colony. To this nn- 
courteous rehuff Pamphilus replied with a fervent wish, 
that LathiXKlacnus could with moi-c propriety have 
appealed to a law, as still suhsisting, which, he well 
knew, had l>een ellectnally annulled hy the unexampled 
tyranny and success of ^lisetes, together with the cinnim- 
stances which had given occasion to the law, and made 
it wise and practicable. lie further urged, tliat this law 
was not made for the lK»netit of anv one man, hut for 
the common safety and advantage of all ; — that it was 
ahsunl to sui»ix)sc that either he (Pamphilus) or Lathro- 
dacnus himself, or any other proprietor, ever did or could 
acknowledge this law in the sciisc that it was to survive 
the ver}' circumstances of which it was the mere reflex, 
^luch less could thev have even tacitlv assented t<» it, if 
they had ever understood it as authorising one neighlK>ur 
to endanger the ahsolute niin of another, who had 
perhaps fitly times the pnii)erty to lose, and perhaps ten 
times the number of m»uIs to answer for, and yet for- 
bidding the injuR*d jwrson to take any stejis in his own 
defence ; and lastly, that this law gave no right without 
imposing a corresinrnding duty. Therefore if Lathro- 
dacnus insisted on the rights given him by the law, ho 
ought at the some time to {Msrform the duties which it 
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required, and join heart and hand wiUi Pampliilns in his 
cndeavoura to defend his hidependencc, to restore the 
former Ktate of the colony, and with this to re-enforce the 
old law in op^xMition to MiHctes who had ennlaved tlie 
one and 8et at nauj^ht the otlier. So ardently wan 
Paniphihis attaclicd to the law, that excepting \m own 
safety and indei^cndcnce there was no ]>rice which he 
would not ])ay, no sacrifice wliich he would not make for 
its restonition. Ili« revcronco for the very mcmoiy of 
the law was kucIi, that the mere ap|)canmce of trans- 
li^ressiujic it would be a licavy aiUiction to him. In the 
hoitc therefore of gainin;; from the avarice of Ijathro- 
dacnus tluit consent wiiich lie could not obtain from iuH 
justice i)r ncigIilK)urly kindncsK, ho offered to give him 
in full right a plantation ten times the value of all his 
l)oats, niul yct^ wlicncvcr the colony should once more 
be sottlctl, to rcstoix) the boats; if he would only 
])onuit Pamplulus to secure them, during the present 
state of tilings, on his side of the river, retaining 
whatever he really wanted for the passage of his OMn 
household. 

To all these jxirsuasious and entreaties Lathrodacnus 
turned a deaf ear ; and Pam]>hilus remained agitated and 
undctcnuineil, till at length he received certain intelli- 
gence that LathiXHlacnus had called a council of the 
chief niembei*8 of his establishment^ in conse(juenee of 
the threats of ^lisetes, that he would treat him as the 
friend and ally of Pam]»hilus, if he did not declare him- 
self his enemy. Partly for the sake of a large meadow 
belonging to him on the other side of the river which it 
was not easy to secure from the tjTant, but still more 
from envy and the irritable temiwr of a proud inferior, 
Lathrodacnus, and with him the majority of his advisers 
(tliou^'h to tW gwaX. (^\scoxl\s3q^. ^1 >\v!!i ^Vi^ ^Uft heads 



ZSO THE FRIEXD. 

amon^ them) settled it finally that if he should be a^ain 
pressed on tliis ]K>int by ^lisetes, he would join him and 
commcnee liostilitics a^^ainst his old nei<(hl)our and 
kinsman. It is indeed but too ])robable that he had 
lonjj brooded over this scheme : for to wlmt other end 
could he have strained his income, and over-worked his 
scn'ants in building and fittin*,' up such u number of 
l)assa;je-lK»ats ? As soon as tins information was received 
by Pamphilus, and this from a quarter which it was 
imiK)ssible for him to discivdit, he obeyed the dictates of 
ficlf-preservation, took jKisscssion of the passji;:fe-boats by 
force, and brouj^ht them over to his own j^'ounds ; but 
witliout any further injur}' t<» Lathroilacnus, and still 
urgin»r him to accept a comi»ensation and continue in 
that umity which was so manifestly their connnon 
interest. Instantly a jn^at outcry was nused against 
Pamphilus, who was charged in the bitteix-st tenus with 
Imving first abuscnl Misetes, and then imitateil him in 
his worst acts of violence. In the cahnness of a good 
conscience Pamphilus contented himself with the follow- 
ing reply : " Even so — if I wvvq out on a shooting iwrty 
with a Quaker for my eomjianion, and «iw coming on 
towainls us an old footpad and nuu*derer, who had made 
known his intenti<m of killing me wherever he might 
meet me; and if my companion the Quaker would 
neither give me xi[) his gim, nor even discharge it as (we 
will supiKise) I had just before unfortunately dischiu'gcd 
my own ; if he would neither promise to assist me nor 
even promise to make the least resistance to the robber's 
attempt to disann liimself— you might call mc a 
robber for wresting this gim fix)m my comimnion, 
though for no other puq>ose but that I might at le4Lst do 
for myself what he ouglit to Imvo done, but would not 
do eitlicr for or witli mc I Even so, and as plausibly 
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you Tui;:lil c\Am llio Iijixwrilc Pam|thilaa 1 liVlM 
li;is 1K.I l-Loii ikafL-nul ivitli lu»(;oin|>IaiiiU»^'»iii»*n)l»Wl» 
ami ri.«ii|>;ul> ? niul lo! ho liiinnclf tiiw IwrDtil rooqntl, 
ami cinmiK'iu I'l Uy roliliiii^ UU |i«KVf\il ami uu>>u»{ia:Uiig 
euiiiiKiiiiini lit" hindoublo-lwrnjlkxlfruul" 

It is tlic 1in>iiiGSSof thcFrif.iid to Iny domi i<ri»ci]ilc«, 
not to iiii'kir the a[i]ilications of tlicni to juirticiiliu'i 
iiiiivh kss tci itTunt, cases. If any such thi ; Ire lo which 
tbcsL' pi'iiR'J|>lL's nrc fairly ni)i>licnlilc tlic r ilcr in Bo lota 
niiistiT iif ihc fuutj* thim llio writur of tin irtwnt eeeay. 
If t)iit tliL' |<riiii'j|ilus rciiiniu; and I linvofl 4ic(l the tjislc 
uliii'li tlio iiliiii of Uiis work impo^ on o, of proving 
tlic iiliniiiy iif intcnintional law and tlic. r of moniHty 
in s|iiiit, itinl the i-ciisons of their diirca-iifi; in iir.itrticc, 
in tliriM' uMiviiiu ciLH-s ill whidi alum; they have beeu 
iil!uw,-,li.KliiH..i-. 



The |iivLL\liii;: oi'.s'iy liii.s more tliiin ils niimnil iiilorest 
fui' nil' liMin liiu- iihiisL', ivhii'h it l.i\.iii;lii tWii tm mc ns 
Iliu ililVutiiT III' thf nlt.iL'k nil t'..i^-iiliiii,'i.>n, ami tho 
K'izuri; "f l)io Itiiui^h llwl. Tin; odium of l\w niuiisiire 
a'-iol wlii.lly nil liio i'(imiiit'iK-wm.-iit of Im-lililifs wilii- 
<-ii: ii i.ivvi..iwilt;i>liirali.ili .ir«-ar. Xow it ismiiarkiihlc, 
ihal ill aw. Ilk inilili-lic! miiny yoiu's Uft.iv this event, 
I'ri>fc.-iir Iktl; lia<l i.ia.le thi^'vi.n- [«iiiit the siilijoct of 
it I'anifiilitr i.'lat[iicr in his adiiiir.tlilc eoimm.'iils on tlic 
I,a«- of .Vilii.iis! ami vwvy one of the eirciim>tanecs 
r.tnU'il hy him as fnnniii;; an e\eeiiliim lo ihe moral 
iitLes.-iiy iif iireviun" ileelanition df wiu' I'oiieiinx'd in llie 
Oi'iieiiha^vn uxiiL-Jilion. 1 necil mcntiim luo only. 
Fir.-t, liy die aet or nctjs wliieit ]>i-ovoki.il thi.' exiKMliiiou, 
the piily atcaeked had knowingly jilat-e'd hinist'lf iu a 
«lutc of n'ar. Let A stiuid for the Diuii!<li, U lor tlio 
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British government. A had done that wliidi he himself 
was fully aware would juxxluee immediate liostilitie.s on 
the pJirt of H, the moment it eame to the knowledge of 
tlic latter. The aet itself was a waging of war against B 
on the part of A. IJ thereforc was the party attacked : 
and common sense dictates, that to resist and Imflle an 
aggression requires no priKlamation to justify it. I 
perceive a dagger aimed at my hack, in eouse<iuence of a 
waniing given me, just time enough to prevent the blow, 
knock the assiissin dimn, and disiuin him: and he 
rcpniaches me with treachery, because foi*sooth I had not 
sent him a challenge ! Secondly, when the object which 
justifies and necessitates the war would be frustnited by 
the ]>iXK'lanKition. For neither state nor individual can 
be j)resumed to have given either a fonual or a tacit 
assent to any such nuMlification of a jHisitive right, as 
would susjuiud and virtually annul the right itself ; — the 
right of self-preser>ation, for instance. This second 
excei»tion will often dejieud on the existence of the first, 
and must nlwavs receive additional strength and clear- 
ness from it. That lM)th of these exceptions appertain to 
the case in question, is now notorious. But at the time 
I found it necessar)' to i>ublish the following comment, 
which I now adapt to The Friend, as illustrative of the 
fundamental principle of public justice; namely, that 
jwrsonal and njitional mondity, ever one and tlie same, 
dictate the same metisures under the same circumstances, 
and diflerent meiisures only as far as the circumstances 
arc dillcrent. 

As my limits will not allow me to do more in the 
second, or ethical, section of The Friend, than to i»ro|)osc 
and develoixj my omti system, without controverting the 
systems of others, I shall therefore devote the essay, 
whicli follows this {tostscript, to the consideration of the 
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riiicsiion: 1I"vr far ix tho moral natnrv of an action 
cuiistitiiicd liy ita individunl circumsUuii-cs ? 

Ittviis ••iicc eaul to mc, when tliu ('t>|ifnlian:cn nfloir 
nil!; ill ili^imtc, "You <lo not «co tho enormity, l»ccauM 
it i^ nil alVitir between etntc and Kiau: : uoncvivc a 
siniiliir <-uso lH;ln-i3cn man tind man, and j-on vrould both 
eoc mid ulilior iu" Now, 1 wns ncitliur dcrunding nor 
uHiu'kiii^' tlic mcaauro itself. Mr arga n\» vera con* 
lined to tlic p'ounds nluoli had licvn li- n lioUi iu Uio 
niTui^'itiii^' of tlint niiMimrG and in ilH 
I ilum;;1it l-otli equally untenable. I \ 
Iu;)^tl.-^ of fiiiU to form a dccisim o|iini 
liii/.c, pvvii fiir my own mind; but 1 had 
utiiniiiri;;, iliiit tJic iinni'i]>1i«, on uliii'li it n 
in the le-is" - - - 



fence, liccauK 
i not cuongh 
on the entcr- 

) hcsitatios in 

s defeiid.J 
re, aii]ic«rwl to nic fitter olijctts of indig- 
iiin thnn the net iiseil'. This having.' Ixtn 
piviiiiM'd, I rallied to the nsM.rtion iiliovc st.ilcd, by 
as>i.'nii\;; the dini-i I'oiitnin-: ii;iiiK'ly, liial wrre a similar 
c;i>L-' L'iineiviil bftween niiui and innii, tlic i^veawt 
iiinuu'Hi'i's of tilt' uiiMMirc, winiU, on tltcir gT\*iinds, find 
iiuiliiiii: lo libiim; in it. lluw ivjis I to I'lnvc this 
lis.-LTiiou? Clriirly, liy initi^iiuiuf^ wimc case between 
iiiiiiviiluids livin;; in the siiino relations toward each 
oiliLT, iu "liiih ihe wvcnd litjiles of Kuro]ic exist or 
cxi.-ti'd. My aileron-, therefore, so fur from l-eing n 
di,-.<ruisc, iv;is » nwessjin' juirt of the main nrj^inient, n 
cii>t.' iu [K'iiit, to ])ruve the iiienlity of ihc law of nations 
wilh tin law ijf couscioiicc. We bavc only to conceive 
individuals in the siime relations as litatcs, iu onlur to 
IciiiTi that iho niles cnumatiiiK from intemationnl 1a\r, 
dilfiT frotii thuse of juivatc honesty, solely through the 
diileriuec of ihe eireiinist.tnocs. 

Iltil why did I uu[ avow the aiijilieniion of the prin- 
ciple to the seizure of the Danish fleet ? Because 1 did 
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not possess sufficient evidence to i)rove to others, or even 
to decide for myself, tlmt my principle was nj)j>lical>le to 
this particular act. In the case of Pamphilus and 
Lathrodacnus, the prudence and necessity of the measun 
were certain ; and, this taken for fi^ranted, I showed it 
jwrfect rightfulness. In the affair of Copenhajjcn, I had 
no doubt of our right to do as we did, the necessity 
supiK)sed, or at least the extreme pnidence of the 
measure ; it being taken for p-anted that there existed a 
motive adequate to the action, and that the action was an 
adequate means of realizing the ])uq>osc. 

But this I was not authorized to take for granted in 
the real, as I had Ikjcu in the imaginar)', aise. I saw 
many reasons for the aflinnative, and many for the 
negative. For the former, the certainty of a hostile 
design on the part of the Danes, the alanning state of 
Ireland, that ^nilnerable hei^l of the British Achilles, and 
the immense dilference l)etween militsuy and naval 
sujxjriority. Our navjd ])ower collectively might have 
defied that of the whole world; but it was widely 
scjittered, and a combined ojKM'ation from the Baltic, 
Holland, Brest, and Lisbon, might easily bring together 
a fleet drmble to that which we could have assembled 
against it during the short time that might be necessary 
to convey thirty or forty thousimd men to Ireland. On 
the other hand, it seemed Cipially clear that Buonaparte 
needed siiilors nither than shii)s ; ami that we took the 
ships and left liim the Danish sailors, whose presence in 
the fleet at Antweq) turned the scale, jierhaps, in favour 
of the worse than disasti'ous exiKjdition to Walcheren. 

But I re])eat, that I liad no concern with the measure 
itself; but only with the grounds or principles on which 
it had been attacked or defended. Those who attacked 
it declared that a right bad been violated by us, and tliat 
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no motive could jnfttiiy sudi riolation, however im- 
perious that motive mi^ht be. In oppasition to snch 
rcasonens I proved, that no snch ri^ht existed, or is 
Icducible eitlier from international law or the law of 
^.rivale morality. Thotie a^n^in who defended the seisnre 
of the Damish fleet, conceded that it was a violation of 
rip;ht ; but afiinned, that such violation was justified by 
ilie urgency of the motive. It was asserted (as I have 
before noticed in the introduction to tlie subject) tliat 
national policy cannot in all cases ho subordinated to the 
^aws of momlity ; in other words, that a government may 
act with injustice, and yet remain blameless. To prove 
tliis assertion as groundless and nnuecessaiy as it is 
tremendous, formed the chief object of the whole dis- 
quisition. I trust then, that my candid judges will rest 
satisfied that it is not only my profession and pretext* 
but my constant plan and actual intention, to establish 
princii>les ; that I refer to jmrticular facts for no other 
puq)ose than that of giving illustrraion and interest to 
tlioso principles ; and that to invent principles with a 
view to particular cases, whether with the motive of 
attacking or defending a transitory cabfnet, is a baseness 
which will scarcely be attributed to Tlie Friend by any 
one who understands the work, even though the suspicion 
should not have been precluded by a knowledge of the 
author. 
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